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Revitalization and Community Spirit

One Step at a Time

By Bob Sacks 

For the past few weeks in the Chronicle I have been discussing the revitalization of Copake. I have proposed some ideas on how this could be accomplished and what steps we need to be thinking about to help us proceed into a positive future. It is my belief that a good deal of the revitalization momentum will come from within the community itself and not from outside agencies.  To that end Copake is blessed with a strong community spirit and a terrific can-do-attitude.

As a demonstration of this kind of community leadership, this past Sunday, September 20th, the Copake United Methodist Church successfully combined two local visions into one very successful and, I thought, very moving Sunday.  The congregation invited all the men and women who serve the Copake community along with their families to attend a 10:30am church service which was dedicated to the noble concept of volunteerism.  The congregation saluted and gave thanks to the people who volunteer their time and energy by giving to the community and demonstrating a unique kind of devotion to improving our surroundings when and where it is possible.  This touching service was attended by the many various groups that support our town and its citizens. The church was almost filled to capacity, and the warmth of the service lead by Reverend Jae Joon Lee and his infectious and beaming smile was felt by everyone in attendance.

The service was followed with the launching of a new soup kitchen (to be called Church House Chow) in the Church House.  There were three different excellent soups available Sunday morning when many people came to share in the launch of this community service.  I will confess that my favorite that day was the Chili soup.  With all the economic strife in our nation today this kind of outreach program will be a boon for many Copake Citizens in need of help.

The ongoing Church House Chow will be scheduled from 5pm until 7pm the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month serving homemade soups, bread, cookies, etc.  Donations of surplus produce from Copake gardens and farms will be shared with the community during the meal serving time.

This is how you begin to create a positive future — one family at a time, one street at a time and one section of town at a time.
From the Copake Chronicle Online Edition
