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A Word from your DS                                                                
According to those who study the current patterns of sociology and religion, a church that wants to grow has to do a lot more than having well-trained greeters at our Sunday services because a significant percentage of the population, particularly of the younger generations, sees no compelling reason to enter a church.  If we want to “greet” some of these folks, we will have to go out there and meet them somewhere other than in the church building, and we will have to be prepared to show them that our church is interested in something more than tradition and ritual.
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With that in mind, and remembering the classic challenge from James who warned that “Faith without works is dead,” our District Council on Ministries is asking every one of our churches to consider observing April 25th as “Faith in Action Sunday.”  Obviously one day won’t completely change a long-developing societal pattern, but I hope that this day will represent an attitude with which our churches try to reach out to this world that still needs Jesus, whether it realizes it or not.
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Here’s what we hope will happen on April 25th:  All across our district people will go to their churches as usual, but after a very brief service – perhaps a few minutes for prayer, listening to scripture, receiving an offering and singing a hymn – they will go out into their communities to spend a few hours in well-planned acts of service.  Knowing that we have differing gifts and strengths, a church might plan to have some people clean up a park or pick up the litter along a highway ... or go to visit folks at a nursing home or hospital…. or sit down to write cards and letters for shut-ins, college kids or military personnel … or sort food at a food pantry or organize clothes in a thrift shop  … or paint a porch or rake the yard for older folks who could use a hand …or plant flowers at the library, post office, fire department building, or anywhere else that could use some beautification, etc …  

Obviously this is a voluntary program – no church should feel compelled to do it – but wouldn’t it be wonderful for people in our towns to see a large group of Methodist Christians who, for one Sunday decided to “be the church,” instead of just “going to church”? … Wouldn’t it be great if some people asked, “Why are you doing this?” and our people were ready to talk about how grateful they are to God and how natural it is to offer service and love to our neighbors, following up with an invitation to join us in worship (or in some ongoing service project)? … Wouldn’t it be great if the local newspapers had some pictures of kids and adults working together for the good of the community, and our UMCs received some PR that portrayed them as concerned and loving households of faith?

So here’s what I hope will happen in the next few weeks, since an effective “Faith in Action Sunday” will require a lot of advance planning:  

1) I’d like each Church Council or Administrative Board to make a decision this month about whether or not to take part.  

2)  If yes, put a strong team of organizers in place to line up the jobs, network with others in the community who may know of needs, and organize things so that a group of people can have an efficient and happy day of work. 

3)  If your church is taking part, please let me know by mid-March, or as soon as a decision is made, along with a tentative list of jobs you’d like to tackle.  Our planning team will be sending out suggestions and encouragement over the coming months, and we’d like to include the names of churches committed to doing this, along with ideas that may spark other churches’ imaginations about what they might do.
4)  Think about whether you’d like to work alone or in conjunction with some other church near you.  Several smaller churches, or churches that are geographically close, might do well to have a combined effort.

5)  Consider having a fellowship meal later in the day, where all the workers can gather to tell their stories and celebrate the happiness of serving others in God’s name.

6)  Take some pictures, so that we can have a major celebration of this day when we gather at our Camp Meeting (May 22nd).  A volunteer from the district will be putting our pictures into a PowerPoint or DVD presentation to tell the story of our combined efforts, and that will be one of the big celebrations of our time together at Camp Epworth.

In suggesting this day, I want to acknowledge that the idea is borrowed from the Walden UMC which has observed such a “Faith in Action” Sunday each year for several years.  My hope is that April 25th will be a day when we can say, “The church has left the building,” and that when we return to our sanctuaries the following week, we, and others in our communities, will have a stronger understanding of why we are there.
















In Christ, your DS and Friend,
















Jim Moore
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Appointment-Making Process Underway; 

     Some changes anticipated in our District churches

Your DS, along with the five other superintendents and Bishop Park, is hard at work in the annual business of pastoral appointments.  Each Wednesday and Thursday we gather for an overnight retreat, for the purpose of discussion, prayer, brainstorming, discernment, and planning the pastoral appointment changes that will become official at annual conference and begin on July 1st.

Three charges will definitely be having a change of clergy because their pastor will be retiring this year.  Joyce Wilkerson, who has served Catskill UMC for the last six years, will retire and along with her husband Bennie move down south to be closer to family.  Vicky Annin, of Milton/Marlboro UMC, will be moving to Florida at least for now, to attend to settling the estate of her mother who passed away this year, and to take some time for pondering how she will serve God in the future.  And Dave Houston, who in retirement has pastored the Olivebridge and Samsonville charge, will “re-retire.”  As he has observed, this will mark his 50th year in ministry and that is a nice round number and a good time to make a change.  He and Ann will continue to live in their beautiful rural home in Mt. Tremper, but probably use the freedom from the pastorate to make a temporary escape to a warmer climate for part of the winter.
Each of these pastors has served ably, and their churches will miss their faithful ministry.  No new appointments have been made as of this writing, but the Cabinet is working and praying, and we trust that new leaders will help these churches move into the next positive chapters of their lives.  Thank you, Joyce, Vicky and Dave for your faithful service!

Save the Date:  Camp Meeting at Epworth, May 22nd
More details will soon be shared, but we are following up last year’s very successful Camp Meeting with a similar day, again at Epworth, on Saturday May 22nd.  Some new aspects:  Clown ministry,  a rented Bounce House for young kids, the “first annual laity vs. clergy volleyball game”, and shorter lines for the barbeque!  We’ll still have some great music, tours of the camp, the PET mission, more organized games and crafts, and of course the pleasure of spending the afternoon with several hundred other Methodists in a beautiful place.

Save the date and plan to join us for this special day.
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Thank You!  Churches Share Generously in Shared Ministry Apportionments

Despite the challenges of a difficult economy our NY Annual Conference churches, and the churches of this district, had a tremendous record of giving to our shared ministry apportionments in 2009.  In support of our missionaries, colleges, seminaries, camping program, chaplains, conference staff and many other shared ministries, our churches throughout the conference gave 88% of the amount asked (1% better than in 2008.)  Our Catskill Hudson churches came in at just over 87%

As of mid January, here are the churches that are credited with 100% payment.  (A few additional churches may have been added to the list with later payments, but this is the list as of the closing of the conference books:

Delhi

Summit

Rock Hill

Craryville

Durham-Oak Hill

Prattsville

White Sulphur Springs

Mountain View

Bloomville

Saugerties

St. Mark’s Napanoch

Bullville

Callicoon

Hankins

North Branch

Ellenville

Grahamsville

Sundown

Hurleyville

Kenoza Lake

Fosterdale
Jeffersonville

Kerhonkson

Liberty

St. Paul’s Middletown

Milton-Marlboro

Parksville

Maybrook

Westbrookville

Kauneonga Lake

Mongaup Valley

Reservoir

Athens Federated

High Hill

Chatham

Dormansville

Copake

Coxsackie

Fleischmanns

Halcott

Elizaville

Conesville

Andes

East Branch-Harvard

Hillsdale

Lexington-Westkill

Woodridge

Mamakating

Gilboa

Greenville-Norton Hill

East Jewett

Glenco Mills

Highland

Lloyd

West Taghkanic

Hobart
Township
Blenheim Hill

West Fulton

Clinton Ave. Kingston

St. Johns Malden

Simpson Mem. Palenville

Quarryville

Margaretville

Plutarch

Olivebridge

Samsonville

Shandaken

Town of Esopus

Roxbury

Shady

Stamford

Harpersfield

Kripplebush

Ashland

St. James Kingston

Rondout Valley
Overlook, Woodstock

Catskill
Grand Gorge

Beaverkill

Germantown
Monticello

Thanks as well to about 20 other churches, not listed, who did pay a portion of their apportionment, in some cases the majority.  Together we have enabled the UMC to do a lot of good for this world which God loves.  Thank you to all who have given and worked and shared so generously.

Upcoming District and Conference Events

Here are a few useful opportunities for learning and enrichment:

Training for filling out Tables I, II and III:  (Dates and places to be communicated soon to pastors by e-mail).  There have been some changes in these tables (to make them simpler, we have been told), but in any case some training is in order.  Pastors and others who are involved in filing these statistical reports are invited.

Financial Planning and Tax Advice for Clergy: March 27th, Reservoir UMC , 9:30-2:00

Led by Keith Muhleman of the Frontier Foundation.  To register contact Lynda Gomi at lgomi@nyac.com 
“Turn Aside and See”  seminar on Evangelism: Saturday, March 27th at the Renaissance Hotel in White Plains.  See www.nyac.com  for full details.  

Kwesi Kena, of the General Board of Discipleship, who was the leader of Lay Speakers’ training at Annual Conference, will be the leader of this event.  Teams from churches are encouraged to attend together.  The registration fee will be $30 per person.

“Rethink Worship”:  May 15th, Catskill UMC, (Time TBA)

Jorge Lockward, leader of the music and worship at last year’s annual conference, will be the presenter.  Pastors, musicians, and others who plan and lead worship are encouraged to attend together, to learn about new music and new ways of offering worship.  Cost is $15 per person, which includes resources and lunch.  Registration forms will be sent out to pastors soon.
Camp Meeting:  May 22nd, Camp Epworth, noon till early evening
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Greetings from Your New District Lay Leaders
I’m Gerry Rosenberger, the fourth and last of the new District Lay Leaders (LL’s) to write for the Courier. Following up after the great job the three ladies did is, indeed a challenge. Hopefully we will all use this Lenten season to get in mental and spiritual tune to be able to celebrate our Lord and Savior’s great victory over death.
Before getting into my main message, I will review some of the activities and plans of the four Lay Leaders.
We meet with the District Superintendent every couple of months to review our activities and to develop plans for the future. The main business at our January meeting was to set in motion plans to hold four luncheon meetings around the district to invite clergy and their church’s lay leaders for discussions about the lay leader’s responsibilities and how the lay leaders and clergy should work together – that is, celebrating and enriching the clergy lay leader relationship. The details, time and sites of these luncheons are not yet in place. They are being planned for the spring sometime after Easter. The specifics will be announced through the District Office as soon as they are finalized.
Some of the other activities are:

· All four of us attended a one day training program at the conference center in White Plains. The program was an introduction into techniques that should be used to gather relevant information from churches with serious and potentially very damaging conflicts. More advanced training is now being planned at the conference level. This training will involve case studies.

· The Board of Laity, which is made up of district lay leaders and directors of Lay Speaking from all the districts in the conference, usually meets once every two months and historically they would meet at the conference center in White Plains. Needless to say this involved many travel miles by many people. I am glad to report that the last two of these meetings were held successfully via conference calls. All four of us have participated in at least one of the meetings and most of us were on line for both.
I think that the emphasis on Lay Speakers and laity in general at last year’s annual conference and strong plans to follow up with much emphasis again this year are indicators that our Bishop and conference our counting on us more than ever to be ministers in the quest to create more disciples for Jesus Christ. This thought was reinforced by some of the discussions at the Board of Laity meeting on Feb.11. The strong roll of laity is spelled out in Paragraph 126 of the 2008 Discipline.
The Bishop has set a goal to have 5000 new members attend the Saturday session at Annual Conference. We are being asked to help make that happen. We are also being asked to help with some significant exhibits. There will be 3 giant tents outside of the Hofstra Arena to allow these folks to experience over 50 ministries in action. It is our hope and prayer that these special goals of our Annual Conference may be achieved.
God bless you all during this Lenten season.
Gerry Rosenberger 
for Margaret Howe, Toni Vessey and Fran Reed


                       Lay Speaking Ministries – Catskill Hudson District





Margaret Howe, howemarg@aol.com





Gene Knoth, knothheat@yahoo.com
Greetings:

I asked Holly for an extension on the due date for getting this article into her for inclusion in The Courier.  Why, you ask, did I want an extension?  Well, February 20 and 21 were the first two days of the first annual Lenten Lay Ministries School.  How exciting!

Congratulations to all who registered and came to the first classes.  We have over 50 people taking the Basic or Advanced classes over the next 5 to 6 weeks.  That says a great deal about our desire to fulfill our mission as United Methodists of “making disciples of Jesus Christ”.  That mission at the moment for some might be filling our personal desires of being disciples and for others how to spread the word and to make others disciples.

Thank you to the instructors who have agreed to this commitment to teach and share during this time.  Thank you to the host churches – Reservoir UMC and Monticello UMC – and to those folks who are providing refreshments and hospitality. 

During the beginning fellowship, I witnessed in Monticello the joy of greeting one another as we shared a meal together.  I heard that at Reservoir the same joy was present.  This becomes a time for more of us to gather in one place and at one time to network and share the presence of God in our lives.

As you have seen in our forms we also have a series of one day potpourri programs.  There is still time to register for these.  There is no cost and you do not have to be a Lay Speaker to attend.  Take this as an opportunity!  If you think you might be attending, it would be helpful if you registered through the registration form found at the end of this Courier. You can email your reservation to Gerald Norris at  

gerlyn@catskill.net.  That allows us to know what size room we need, how many handouts to make, how much food to prepare, etc.

Here are those potpourri courses:

At  Reservoir UMC on Saturday morning starting at 9am


3/6
 
 Radical Hospitality – Rethink Church

Rev. Darlene Kelley


3/13
 
 UMCOR – Where We’ve Been

        John Fritz


3/20
  
Book Study “The Shack”


       

 Rev. Dorothy Caldwell

At  Monticello UMC

3/7
  
Radical Hospitality – Rethink Church

Rev. Darlene Kelley


3/14
  
Race and Religion



        
Gene Knoth and Lula Anderson


3/21 
Book Study “The Shack”


       

 Rev. Dorothy Caldwell


3/28 
UMCOR – Where We’ve Been

       

 John Fritz

So, keep us all in your prayers has we continue on this adventure of being and making disciples of Jesus Christ.

Blessings,

Margaret Howe

Co-Director Lay Speaking Ministries
United Methodist Camps



Catskill Hudson District United Methodist Women

The following article about the recent district retreat was written by Fran Reed, one of our District Lay Leaders, and a member of Stamford UMC.  
“A beautiful Wolf Moon suspended over the Hudson River greeted the UMW women from the Catskill Hudson District as the annual winter retreat weekend began on Friday evening, January 29.  Joseph’s Villa in Saugerties welcomed us for this time away, and we rested in their hospitality.

The retreat has moved through the last several years in spiritual disciplines and ways of worship.  This year we explored worship through songs of faith from around the world.  The Rev. Noel Koestline led the retreat as we journeyed around the globe learning faith songs in many languages and then singing them in English.
A colorful wall map was used to trace the music from many Latin American countries, then on to Africa, Europe, Russia, the Far East and finally New Zealand.  The pins placed on the map for each country were connected by string as the symbol for the fulfilling of Jesus’ command to us “to go and make disciples of all the nations.”

The ladies accompanied many of the songs using the variety of instruments that made up the worship center for the weekend.

The Rev. Lorraine Coscia-Ackerman led the closing Communion on Sunday morning.  We departed spiritually uplifted by the gift of the leading of Noel and Lorraine.  Now we look forward to the last weekend of January 2011.”
Here are some reflections on the retreat from participants’ evaluation forms:

-   It was a gift of time, of rest, of connecting with friends and making new ones

-  It planted a seed – that maybe I can share the smaller pieces with the kids’ chorus so they might share with the congregation.
-  Noel is a very organized, but open to flexibility with the group’s interests and conversation, a wonderful teacher, a wonderful musician.  Her passion for justice was a needed wake-up call for me.






     Round and About the District 
· The Nurture Committee at the UMC of Monticello started a Wellness Group in January, designed to help support each member in their common goal of healthier living.  It meets each Sunday after church.  The group doesn’t endorse any type of weight loss program (e.g. Weight Watcher, Slim Fast).  Each person chooses the way that he or she is most comfortable with for losing weight.  Each week there is a pamphlet with general health tips available.  Topics in January included:  don’t drink your calories, weight loss after 50, and economical exercise equipment.  There are no long-term commitments to this group and the cost is always free.  The group lost a combined total of 29.2 pound in the month of January!
· The UMC of Monticello is now on Facebook.  Anybody with a Facebook account can find the church listed there.  Information about church events and the worship life of the church is shared.  It’s a great way to stay connected to the church throughout the week.

· The First United Methodist Church in Walton supports various outreach ministries with their Jingle Fund.  Each Sunday any loose coins that are placed in the offering plate are used to support these local ministries.

· Town of Esopus UMC has begun hosting a Food Pantry on Fridays and Mondays.  Through the generosity of members and friends they are stocking their closet, The Bruderhof Community is supplying them with freshly-baked bread, and there have also been donations of used clothing.
· Town of Esopus has a special relationship with six young men from the Children’s Home of Kingston.  They attended the church Christmas party in December and went home with a Bible, and then they were guests of honor at the Twelfth Night Party.  Two members of the church are doing one-on-one weekend mentoring with individual boys.  The Home reports that they love coming to the church and that they feel that the church is getting to know them.
· Town of Esopus has a Teddy Bear Ministry.   Soft, fuzzy bears in their sanctuary windows bear tags that read, “This bear has been among the congregation of the Town of Esopus United Methodist Church.  It has heard the scriptures read, heard the prayers prayed, the hymns and anthems sung, and the sermons preached.  It is given to you with a big bear hug, many blessings, and lots of love.  These bears are given to anyone who needs a hug and a reminder that someone cares.  The bears are free, and it is the hope of the congregation that these bears are uplifting to all who receive them.
· Trinity UMC (Coeymans Hollow) has started a new program called “Souper Saturday.”  Four or five people from the church make their favorite soup and donate it for this free program which is held on the first Saturday of the month.  The sole purpose is community fellowship.  Over 30 people have been attending.
· The Breakfast Club at the Catskill UMC meets monthly to share a delicious breakfast and then to work on preparing “soldier boxes” that go to local troops serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.
· The United Ministry of Delhi had a K.I.S.S. service (Keep It Sweet and Simple).  People shared “God Moments” in their lives and the children served as readers, ushers, and acolytes, and also shared their own God Moments.
· St James UMC in Kingston sponsored a free kick-off barbeque event to introduce “Letters from Dad” to all men in their community.  This is a national men’s ministry that helps fathers learn how to leave a legacy by saying the things they’ve always wanted to say but just didn’t know how.  “I love you,” “You’re the treasure of my life,” and, “I’ll always be there for you,” are things every child wants and needs to hear from their dad.  This program teaches men to open up their hearts and put into words their love for their wives, children and parents.  
· Colchester Community UMC held a Longest Night worship service on the longest night of the year, December 21st.  It was a way of creating a sacred space for those who are living through a dark or difficult time in their lives.  This service was a quiet, reflective service that provided space for people to acknowledge the hurts and struggles in their lives and to offer them the hope and promise of God’s healing grace.
Calendar
March 9:  District Committee on Ministry, Saugerties 
March 16: Local Pastors/District Hires Group, Quarryville, 2-4

March 22: Pastors’ Meeting with Bishop Park, Town of Esopus UMC, 3:00

March 25:  Clergy Tax Seminar, Reservoir, 9:30-2:00
April 11:  Planning Meeting, Festival of Praise, Overlook UMC, 4:00
April 13: District Trustees, District Parsonage in Woodstock, 7:00 p.m.

March 27:  “Turn Aside and See”: Evangelism Seminar, Renaissance Hotel, White Plains

April 17:  Catskill Hudson District United Methodist Women Day Apart, Rondout Valley UMC, 10-3

April 25: Faith in Action Sunday

May 8: DCOM meeting, St. James UMC Kingston, 3:00

May 11: Local Pastors/District Hires Group, Quarryville, 2-4

May 15:  “Rethink Worship” led by Jorge Lockward, Catskill UMC

May 22:  Camp Meeting at Epworth (no rain date available)
June  9-12:  Annual Conference, Hofstra University\]
July 22-24:  School of Christian Mission

Sept. 25:  District UMW Annual Meeting

Dear friend of the Mozambique/NY Sister Conferences Connection: 
We are reaching out to you because you have shown an interest over time with the Mozambique/New York Sister Conferences Connection. 

The United Methodist Church connection with Mozambique dates back more than a century. This year’s October Volunteer in Mission trip continues the ministry begun when our Bishop Forrest Stith led a delegation in 1994. Over the years construction projects have included rebuilding a warehouse roof that was destroyed during the civil war; rebuilding educational, medical, and church facilities; and repairing new and old roofs on orphanage dorms, just to name a few. In addition to our presence and the creation of lasting relationships, during their visits our Volunteers in Mission provide such services as English classes, computer classes, and guitar and recorder lessons. 

In 2000, Mozambique Bishop Joao Machado asked that the Connection move our focus to the North Mozambique Conference. Our first project there was to help fund and build the United Methodist Church in Lichinga. This was first permanent church building in the north since before the Mozambique Civil War. Next we went to Cuamba and helped to build a parsonage there. 

We do what the people of Mozambique feel they need most. In 2005, we helped to start construction of an Episcopal residence and conference office in Beira, needed because of the rapid growth of Methodism in Mozambique. Since then, this has been our building project. For 2009, the Mozambique – North Conference has asked us to continue this work, and in her Vision Statement for the future of the UMC in Mozambique, newly elected Bishop Joaquina Nhanala notes the importance of continuing with the completion of the buildings that have been started. 

This Center will provide meeting and training space for clergy and laity in Mozambique-North, a conference office, as well as a residence during the months the bishop is in the North Conference. However, it is a HUGE project. Long ago we exhausted our resources and expertise as a construction crew. The upside of this is that the project injects much-needed funds into the local economy. At Annual Conference in June, Bishop Park presented $10,000 from the Bishop’s Partners in Mission Fund, and Connecticut District generously provided $10,000 from a special mission effort. But it is estimated that in order to finish the building an additional $20,000 is needed. 

It is important to the UMC in Mozambique that this building be finished soon to meet the urgent need for centralized training programs, providing a meeting place for planning the continued growth of the United Methodist Church in Mozambique, and the country of Mozambique as a whole. It is important to the Connection that this building be finished soon because we would like to be in a position to address other urgent needs, including establishing model farm projects, and also to focus on health and education priorities. Because of the devaluation of the US dollar, and because of inflation, the longer it takes to complete this building, the more it costs. 

You can help. Our goal is to obtain the necessary funds as soon as possible, so that this building can be completed by 2010, the target date projected by Bishop Nhanala. 

The Moz/NY Connection is appreciative for your continued interest and support, and especially grateful for your prayers. 

Obrigado… thank you. 

The Rev. Stefanie Bennett, Martha D. Nelson Co-chairs, Mozambique-New York Sister Conference Connection 

Please, send your contribution to Jerry Jones, Moz/NY Connection Treasurer, 57 Sullivan Farm, New Milford CT 06776. Checks should be made out “United Methodist Frontier Foundation”, and the memo line should state “Moz/NY Beira building”. 

All contributions are considered tax deductible to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law. 

Send questions to moznyconnect@gmail.com
VIM BOLIVIA 

 JUNE 18 - JULY 3, 2010

 An Encounter with Christ that can change your life!

Have you been feeling a nudging in your heart for international missions, a desire to be in relationship with our brothers and sisters outside of the United States?
The 9th VIM Bolivia team to Cochabamba leaves on June 18, 

and YOU can be a part of this spirit-filled experience! 

Don’t miss this opportunity for an Encounter with Christ 

in the poorest country in South America.

Contact Team Leader Rev. Carl Franson:
860-596-4159     cfranson417@comcast.net
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Our plans for our time in Bolivia include (but we are flexible as circumstances always change!): 
· Work on one or more construction projects at Methodist churches

· Helping with training for daycare workers, sewing co-op members and others
· Vacation bible school
•     Work with a medical clinic

· Worship and study opportunities
•     Fellowship, team building 
· Contacts with many of the people we support on an ongoing basis including:
· Rural Andean villages fighting Chagas disease with new housing construction
· Local Cochabamba Methodist congregations, both established and “new plants”
.  We need people with all kinds of skills who have a passion for mission --including those who think they don't have skills we can use, because the Spirit always finds a way—such as:
· Daycare and/or nursery/elementary school teaching

· Construction

· Spanish language fluency—but not at all required!
· Music (vocal and/or instrumental—for informal worship, VBS, teacher training, etc.)
· Medical or EMT background
· A spirit of service and a heart for “the least of these”
“I WILL GO LORD, WHERE YOU LEAD ME—

I WILL HOLD YOUR PEOPLE IN MY HEART.”
Catskill Hudson District Committee on Lay Speaking Ministries

Rev. James Moore, District Superintendent

Margaret Howe and Gene Knoth, Directors of Lay Speaking Ministries



2010 Lenten Lay Speaking Ministries School

Location – Monticello UMC

Dates – Sunday Evenings 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28

Time – 5:00pm soup, sandwich, fellowship sharing

5:30 to 8:00pm class
This event is an opportunity for Lay Speakers new and old to network and connect in areas of common interests, needs and possibilities.

Choose a class which meets your needs or interest – or come for the potpourri classes.


Potpourri


3/7

Radical Hospitality – Rethink Church
Rev. Darlene Kelley


3/14

Race and Religion


Eugene Knoth


3/21

Book Study “The Shack”

Rev. Dorothy Caldwell


3/28

UMCOR – Where We’ve Been
John Fritz

Name: _____________________________ Email__________________ Phone__________

Address: ____________________________ City: _____________ State _____ Zip _____

Church: __________________________________ Pastor: ________________________

Potpourri (all free)


____ Radical Hospitality
____Race & Religion  ____ The Shack  ____ UMCOR

Please return this portion and your Registration Fee to:




Gerald Norris, PO Box 151, Andes,  NY 13731   (gerlyn@catskill.net)


Make checks payable to:  Catskill Hudson Lay Speaking Committee


(for office use:

date received _______

registration fee paid _________ )
Catskill Hudson District Committee on Lay Speaking Ministries

Rev. James Moore, District Superintendent

Margaret Howe and Gene Knoth, Directors of Lay Speaking Ministries



2010 Lenten Lay Speaking Ministries School

Location – Reservoir UMC

Dates – Saturday Mornings 3/6, 3/13, 3/20

Time – 9:00am coffee and fellowship sharing

9:30 to 12noon class

This event is an opportunity for Lay Speakers new and old to network and connect in areas of common interests, needs and possibilities.
Choose a class which meets your needs or interest – or come for the potpourri classes.


Class






Instructor


Potpourri


3/6


Radical Hospitality – Rethink Church
Rev. Darlene Kelley


3/13

UMCOR – Where We’ve Been

John Fritz


3/20

Book Study “The Shack”


      Rev. Dorothy Caldwell

Name: _____________________________ Email__________________ Phone__________

Address: ____________________________ City: _____________ State _____ Zip _____

Church: __________________________________ Pastor: ________________________

Potpourri (all free) 




____ Radical Hospitality
  ____ The Shack  ____ UMCOR

Please return this portion and your Registration Fee to:




Gerald Norris, PO Box 151, Andes,  NY 13731   (gerlyn@catskill.net)


Make checks payable to:  Catskill Hudson Lay Speaking Committee


(for office use:

date received _______

registration fee paid _________ )



� HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.childrenschapel.org/biblestories/graphics/kids3.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.stpaulcalvaryumc.org/&usg=__WS6fLnH0DLqFZUMfSbnKlxDsvjc=&h=365&w=495&sz=11&hl=en&start=24&itbs=1&tbnid=Ds3l35_Xj_v6PM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3DSunday%2BSchool%2Bkid%2Bgraphic%26start%3D18%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D18%26tbs%3Disch:1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:Ds3l35_Xj_v6PM:http://www.childrenschapel.org/biblestories/graphics/kids3.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


    


Y  Youth and Children





Lenten Projects for Children (and Others) - select Topic: "Sunday School" after clicking 


          � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyac.com/blogs" �http://www.nyac.com/blogs�  


Bishop’s Confirmation Rally:  May 8, 9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at Jesse Lee UMC, Ridgefield, CT.  More information to follow at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyac.com" �www.nyac.com� .


GBOD Resources for Children Following Disasters - To help adults help children cope and heal following disasters go to � HYPERLINK "http://blogs.gbod.org/younger_children/" �http://blogs.gbod.org/younger_children/� and click on the link in the article to view and download the resources offered through the United Methodist Church.


A New Blog from our Children's Coordinator  - We all face the challenge of keeping Sunday School a special place for our children.  Get help at Lynda Gomi's new blog at � HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102921749791&s=4111&e=001IEUb4OK4KS1JczY-gxCO-ThJBbKzDWi8-huPtdhy0twH-3nJre-3OQmVstQAYnYoMk8M9L9x6zFuU0E7PMpF6g-k0KuMWP7hFhfRiTvl2eVboOFQYq5uKg==" \o "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102921749791&s=4111&e=001IEUb4OK4KS1JczY-gxCO-ThJBbKzDWi8-huPtdhy0twH-3nJre-3OQmVstQAYnYoMk8M9L9x6zFuU0E7PMpF6g-k0KuMWP7hFhfRiTvl2eVboOFQYq5uKg==" \t "_blank" �http://www.nyac.com/blogs� (or from the  NYAC Web site click on "News" at the top of the page and select "Blogs".)  Lynda will be working two weeks ahead of the Rock Solid curriculum and posting adaptations and ideas in the blog.  Be sure to send any ideas of "things that worked" to Lynda Gomi at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lgomi@nyac.com" \o "mailto:lgomi@nyac.com" \t "_blank" �lgomi@nyac.com� or to � HYPERLINK "mailto:LearningCenter@nyac.com" \o "mailto:LearningCenter@nyac.com" \t "_blank" �LearningCenter@nyac.com� to be included in the blog.


New upcoming May 22 Safe Sanctuary Workshop (time to be determined) at NYAC Learning Center, White Plains, NY.  For registration information, please contact Lynda Gomi � HYPERLINK "mailto:lgomi@nyac.com" \o "mailto:lgomi@nyac.com" \t "_blank" �lgomi@nyac.com� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:LearningCenter@nyac.com" \o "mailto:LearningCenter@nyac.com" \t "_blank" �LearningCenter@nyac.com�; toll free: 1-800-696-6922, ext. 219 or direct at 914-615-2219.


Safe Sanctuaries Online - For information go to � HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103065604894&s=4111&e=0014dpQ0hDuxduK8WOVfK8shYPTC2_7rPhdTGaDah66d-mbKbU5A6-fg_fpT1TWB1wYgyJzW4klmhCW45aljPKZZ-WEREKj1GDlFFMC-eqChiv0t8BTWR1TjA==" \o "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103065604894&s=4111&e=0014dpQ0hDuxduK8WOVfK8shYPTC2_7rPhdTGaDah66d-mbKbU5A6-fg_fpT1TWB1wYgyJzW4klmhCW45aljPKZZ-WEREKj1GDlFFMC-eqChiv0t8BTWR1TjA==" \t "_blank" �http://www.beadisciple.com�, under "Upcoming Workshops" scroll to "Writing (or editing) your Safe Sanctuary Policy." Four sessions are currently scheduled: 3/1-3/27; 4/5-5/1; 5/3-5/29; and 6/7-7/3.











In Grief but with Grateful Memory……





In the sadness that accompanies all human loss, but with faith that God’s love is eternal, we share the      news of the death of Evelyn Norris, wife of Pastor Gerald Norris who serves our churches in Shandaken   and Lanesville.  Evelyn died unexpectedly on February 23rd, after a good long life of faith and 53 years of marriage to Gerald.  Our prayers for God’s healing grace go out to Gerald and his son as they face this loss.





A memorial service will be held at Andes UMC, the Norris’ home church, on Sat. March 13th at 2:00.











New Paltz United Methodist Women


sponsors


A Day Apart: “A Focus on Native Americans”





Saturday, April 10th


8:30 am – noon


New Paltz UMC


Facilitator:  Joan Cordani


	


Donation:  $4.00 (includes breakfast)


Child care will be available, if needed.   Pre-registration required for child care.


                


Please register with Pat Wager (883-6631 or �HYPERLINK "mailto:wagerpatricia@optonline.net"�wagerpatricia@optonline.net�) or with Brenda Beane (691-6251 or �HYPERLINK "mailto:beanebw@aol.com"�beanebw@aol.com�).  Registration will also be accepted the day of the event.  











Please freely post and distribute this copy of the COURIER.  Contact the District Office (� HYPERLINK "mailto:cathudnyac@aol.com" �cathudnyac@aol.com�) if you would like to be deleted or added to our database for receiving the COURIER online





Faith


in


Action


Sunday











Liturgical Arts:  Please send pictures of your altars and worship centers by email attachment to  � HYPERLINK "mailto:apearson@nyac.com" \o "mailto:apearson@nyac.com" \t "_blank" �apearson@nyac.com� for posting on a Liturgical Arts page on our Web site. 























               


                 � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.kingswoodcampsite.org/images/819_e-6.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���          � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.kingswoodcampsite.org/images/355_Meal_with_the_Bishop.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Counselors Sought for Woodsmoke Events at Kingswood





Kingswood Campsite, a 766 acre campground operated by the NYAC, is located in Delaware County, New York approximately 150 miles northwest of New York City.  During the weeks of July 18-24 and July 25-31, one week camping events known as “Woodsmoke” will provide small-group rustic camping experiences for up to forty boys and girls, ten each in four age-specific sites (youth entering grades 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12 in September).





Female and male counselors are needed to work with returning counselors in sites each week.  Experienced program staff includes a Program Director, chaplain, nurse, lifeguards, and food service personnel.  The 9-10 and 11-12 youth will participate in age suitable camp construction projects under skilled adult leadership. 


Each Woodsmoke unit has two platform tents, one for boys and one for girls, with six beds apiece. Counselors may sleep in the tents or in separate dome tents pitched on the site. Counselors are expected to participate in an orientation/training event to be held on the site the weekend of June 12-13 at Kingswood.


A $300 stipend is offered for each week served. 





Persons interested should contact Cynthia Price, Program Director, at � HYPERLINK "mailto:caprice925@gmail.com" �caprice925@gmail.com�  for additional information or to receive an application form.  Please also see our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.kingswoodcampsite.org ." �www.kingswoodcampsite.org .� 


An Equal Opportunity Employer








April 25, 2010





Brought to you by the people of The United Methodist Church with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors








         


    This Worked for Us





     How do you "rethink church?"





Grand Gorge UMC decided to start a Sunday evening service in addition to its Sunday morning service.  What prompted this?  Their pastor was sitting at the local diner (often called her second office) when she overheard the two waitresses saying they could never make church services because they always worked on Sunday morning.  They are single mothers with children. Having heard that, the pastor offered to start a service Sunday night at 6 pm so they could bring their families.  That began in Advent 2009.  Now it has become a permanent fixture in the schedule.  Average attendance right now is 6-10 people, but the potential is tremendous.  It is a much more casual service, and very children friendly.  It often becomes more of an interactive worship and discussion and praise, and we share in the reading of the scriptures.  It is a great way to end the day and a wonderful way to start the week








This Worked for Us





Fifth Sunday is “Question Sunday” at Milton-Marlboro





Rev. Vicky Annin, of Milton-Marlboro UMC, has introduced an interesting change of pace that is becoming the tradition each time a month has five Sundays.  On the fifth Sunday, instead of her normal prepared sermon, Pastor Vicky addresses questions from the congregation and also involves congregants in dialogue.  She asks for the questions in advance, so as to be able to do some research and reflecting, but also deals with spontaneous questions that arise from the congregation.





The questions in recent services, which have been posed by children as well as adults, have dealt with Bible passages that some have found hard to understand, personal spiritual questions like “Some of my friends are sure they are ‘saved.’  How can I know if I am?”,  and matters of moral and social concern.  Pastor Vicky reports that the services tend to go somewhat longer than usual, but people don’t seem to mind because they are so engaged.











The deadline for the May/June Courier will be April 21, 2010.











District UMW


                   �


Saturday, April 17


10 – 3


Rondout Valley UMC in Stone Ridge


Pastor Bette Sohm, presenter
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