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A Word from your DS                                                                
Dear Catskill Hudson Friends,

Two great opportunities for gathering with other United Methodists are coming up.  Below you will see information about our 2nd Annual Camp Meeting, May 22nd at Camp Epworth.  For those more adventurous there is also the “Momentum in Ministry” celebration, which we hope will bring 5,000 United Methodists together at Annual Conference on June 12th.  For more, including information on a bus to this event, look ahead a few pages.

Here’s the scoop on the Camp Meeting:
After having a great time last year, with attendance of more than 300 of our district folks, we are gathering at Epworth once again, on May 22nd (rain or shine).  Learning from last year's event, we are keeping some things and revising others, but are sure we will have a similar time of inspiration, fun and community-building.
Some things are new this year:
· We'll begin at noon, encouraging people to bring a picnic lunch if they want to arrive then. 
·  Most activities will be on-going, 12:30 till 4:00, so there will be no signing up for designated time slots. 
· A pair of Christian clowns will entertain us. 
· A "Bounce House" for the younger kids will be there. 
· The first annual "Clergy vs. Laity" volleyball game will take place. 
· A campfire after the BBQ will provide more time for fellowship, singing, and roasting marshmallows.   
We'll have some inspiring music, provided by the band "Cast Out” in two time slots – early in the afternoon and later in the day.    Kids' ball games, a spiritual labyrinth, the PET (Personal Energy Transport) obstacle course, tours of the camp, canoeing, the Ropes Courses, and a nature scavenger hunt will again be taking place.
As was the case last year, we will have a fairly short District Conference (though probably not the fastest in history this time!)  As part of the meeting we will recognize our new lay speakers and also those who have received training to be on Early Response Teams.  We’ll have a video presentation celebrating our recent “Faith in Action Sunday” and also a video-related time of intercessory prayer for all our churches.  A nominating report and election of our district committee members will also take place.
At 5:15 or so we will share a barbeque together.  We are charging $5, and partially funding this meal from district funds, to make sure it is an affordable meal for most people.

So, please make plans to come, either for the whole event from noon onwards, or for a part of the afternoon.  In this Courier you will find a flyer, a schedule, and a registration form.   To register, you can either do so through the district (via e-mail, regular mail, or phone) or by contacting your pastor (who will then send the district a list of your church folks who are coming.)

This will again be a wonderful time of connecting our churches and people as we work together to create a special day.  I look forward to seeing you!
 
  In Christ,

 














    
  Rev. Jim Moore
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MAY 22, 2010 – 12:00 noon until evening
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                8 Epworth Lane

                High Falls, NY  12440

                845-687-0215

To register  …  EITHER

· Complete this form and give it to your pastor with payment of $5 per person.
OR
· Go to the conference website Catskill Hudson District calendar  http://www.nyac.com/events/calendar?mode=district&district=26&area=All&month=5&year=2010  , click on the May 22 square, download the registration form, complete it on your computer, save it, then e-mail it as an attachment to the District Office at cathudnyac@aol.com 
· Call the District Office at 845-679-6350

· Or mail this form to 71 Van Dale Rd., Woodstock, NY  12498

· Registration deadline Sunday, May 16th.

REGISTRATION FORM

Name  _________________________________________________________________________

Address   _______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number  __________________________________________________________________

e-mail   _________________________________________________________________________

Church  _________________________________________________________________________

To help us with activity planning, please indicate how many people are coming in each of these categories:

_____  adults

_____  teens

_____  children 

reservations for the 5:15 barbeque:     ____  people @ $5.00   (The cost is being partially subsidized by the District)

If you are not registering with your pastor, please pay at the event.    
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MOMENTUM OF MINISTRY
in the New York Annual Conference
Here is a letter sent by Rev. Jeannette Bassinger-Ishii to folks in the New York Connecticut District.  It provides such a good description of the June 12th gathering at Conference that I asked her if we might include it here.

Dear Friends:
Honestly speaking, I didn’t think it would work. I didn’t think that even Ann Pearson could make the event interesting enough to draw 5,000 people to our Saturday event at Annual Conference.  But now, I am a believer, if for no other reason than the activities in the tents; this should be a draw to all those who are excited about what Christ’s church can do in and for the world.

I am assured that the events in the tents will all be “hands on”. This is not an event with a bunch of tables, on which are a bunch of brochures. At one location in one tent, participants will construct a handicap ramp, which will be donated to a family in need of such. This activity is geared toward the youth who attend. We are expecting many “yoots”, since our invitation is directed especially to those who have joined in the last six years, and confirmands in those past six years are among those.  In the mission tents, you can sleep on a cot like those used in the clinic in Haiti. You can also learn a dance from Ecuador, or travel an obstacle course in a PET (Personal Energy Transport). Have your picture taken with “John Wesley” in the Advocacy Tent, or in that same tent, pray in a prison cell or learn about permaculture. The children will enjoy, again this year, the inflatable of Noah’s Ark. There will also be a Learning Center Putt-Putt Golf Course, combining fun plus an introduction to the resources at the Learning Center.

The afternoon will be about worship - but oh, what a worship service!!!  We will begin with a parade of banners. Bring a banner from your church and participate. Let the world know that your church is interested in bringing the word of Jesus Christ into the world in new and exciting ways. And, of course, with a singing bishop, you can be sure that there will be a hymn sing. Can you imagine 5,000 United Methodists lifting their voices in praise of God??!!! We will also recognize our Volunteers in Mission, whose journeys near and far, responding to Christ’s challenge to care for those in need, have deepened their own sense of spirituality and ministry. In celebration of five years in ministry to Biloxi, we will meet the owners of homes that have been repaired since Katrina – repaired, in part, at least, by the efforts of our Volunteers in Mission.

Churches – start recruiting members of your churches to come. Talk to your pastor about this, so

that she or he can get reservations in. The bishop has asked that each D.S. report the numbers coming from each church.  By the way, individual box lunches will be ordered and served, so it is necessary that we have an ACCURATE count. An accurate count means there will be enough, but also no waste. By the way, in case I didn’t mention this, we are excited enough about this event to open it up to anyone who is interested, even if they have been a member of their church for 50 years or more, even if they haven’t made a commitment to join just yet. So start getting the commitments to come, and mark your calendars now –

Saturday, June 12, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Hofstra University.

See you around the Putt-Putt Course, or in a prison cell, or wielding a hammer on a handicap ramp.
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In Christ’s name:

Jeannette
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                        Catskill Hudson District

      Motor Coach 
 To
 NYAC Conference 
        Momentum of Ministries                 Celebration

             at Hofstra University

                    Saturday, June 12, 2010

A comfortable, air-conditioned, motor coach bus (with lavatory and DVD player) has been reserved to transport United Methodists from our district to the Annual Conference at Hofstra University, especially in time for the Momentum of Ministries Celebration.

Deadline for reservations is the same date as the deadline to let the District Office know if you will be at the event (lunch provided) - May 12.  

If we don’t have 36 paid reservations by May 12th, we will cancel the bus reservation.

Departure: leaving Napanoch around 7 a.m. (with possible stops at Wurtsboro and Middletown)
Return: leaving Hofstra at 4:15 p.m., back in Napanoch by around 8 p.m.

Cost:  $20 per person, $60 for a family of three or more

Capacity: 36 persons

Reservations:  Contact the District Office at 845-679-6350 or cathudnyac@aol.com or 

71 Van Dale Rd., Woodstock, NY 12498. 
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Deadline for reservations with payment: May 12 
THE CATSKILL HUDSON DISTRICT COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES

Rev. James Moore, District Superintendent
WILL HOST A
RETHINK WORSHIP WORKSHOP
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                   SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2010
                          10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
                                    at the
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           Catskill United Methodist Church

                              40 Woodland Avenue

           Catskill, New York 12414
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                           518/943-2042

WORKSHOP LEADER:  Mr. Jorge Lockward

Director of the Global Praise Program of the General Board of Global Ministries, Lecturer on worship at Union Theological Seminary and Co-chair and Music Director
for the New York Annual Conference Worship Committee
Workshop focus: finding effective and practical paths that lead to transformation, profound and theologically sound worship in a variety of settings.

Come ready to sing, play, think and strategize
Who should attend:  Pastors, musicians, singers, worship committees and worship/song leaders.

Registration Fee:  $15.00 includes resource materials and refreshments.
Registration deadline extended to Friday, May 7th
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Please fax this registration form to:   Rev. Joyce Wilkerson, Catskill UMC, 518/943-0717You may bring the registration fee of $15 that day.  Make check payable to the Catskill UMC.
Name____________________________________________________________    Church_____________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________City____________________________State_________Zip code_________

Position in church________________________________                                          RETHINK WORSHIP – 5/15/10
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Your District Lay Leaders

It is my turn again….so you have met each of us through the Courier, you have met us at various District functions, you have met us in your churches….and in many other places….and you will continue to meet us throughout the area.

The highlight this time is the Lay Leader Celebration/Training that took place in April at Monticello, New Paltz, Coxsackie, and Delhi.  We were very pleased with the participation of Pastors and Lay Leaders.  If you missed this event, we will be scheduling more.  Thank you to the host churches and the folks who provided refreshments.

Two big opportunities to meet and greet and network with one another:


Annual Camp Meeting at Epworth on Saturday, May 22


Be one of the 5000 at Annual Conference on June 12
Details for these events are in this edition of the Courier.
We are pleased to be part of the ministry in the Catskill Hudson District.  Please let us know how we might serve you.

In God’s Name,

Margaret Howe


and Fran Reed, Gerry Rosenberger, Toni Vessey
This Worked for Us:  A New Take on Confirmation Class
Rev. Eileen Daunt and Pastor Robert Kersten  hope that this article is helpful for all of us, as we consider doing some of the old things in new ways.

[image: image17.jpg]


We would like to share with you the transformational impact that Confirmation Class has had on our youth.  We all realize that we all struggle with confirmation and how the youth seem to ‘graduate’ out of the church on completion of the process or shortly following being received as members. We wanted to find a way that might help the youth become/feel more a part of their local church, while working to stretch and strengthen their faith.  Both Bob and Eileen had used Cokesbury’s confirmation material “Claim the Name” in the past and liked the walk through the church seasons, but we wanted more for our youth. We decided to use part of the youth “Alpha” course to reinforce the basic faith.  We focused on our Wesley roots in Methodism and our Methodist practices.  We selected the sessions from both materials and created a schedule. We included “Who is Jesus?”, “Why Did Jesus Die?”, “Why and How Do We Pray?”, “Why and How Do We Read the Bible?”, and the three Holy Spirit segments.
The Confirmation process began just before Thanksgiving with weekly classes that culminated with Confirmation Day on the Sunday following Easter. We met with the youth most Saturday mornings and also had a weekend retreat at the farmhouse at Kingswood Campsite, one of our conference camps. On this retreat, we used Alpha’s Holy Spirit Retreat, partnered with the Fruits of the Spirit, from Cokesbury’s “Claim the Name.”

Class started out with 13 youth. We did confirm all of them a few weeks ago each into their respective churches (the 7 boys & 6 girls represent four churches).  Some of the youth were previously un-churched, some had a little faith experience, and others had been attending Sunday School and church all their lives 
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The different learning styles of individuals were acknowledged and recognized as we tried to vary the way the lessons were presented. Video clips, music, games, power-point, video, demonstrations, illustrations, and the movie Pay it Forward were utilized.
The youth have responded very well and many of their parents have commented on their kids’ changing behaviors and regular conversation about class. Several are communicating with friends on facebook about their experience. 

We spent much time in planning and preparation. This work has been most rewarding as we have witnessed the relationships these young people have built and the ways they have begun to serve in their local churches. We are hoping that they will not be just pew sitters. 
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Our curriculum also included requirements of Christian service, helping at church events, reading the Gospel of Luke, journaling, prayer, church attendance, attendance at special worship experiences (during Lent and Holy Week), and the General Rules (or as they now known, the Three Simple Rules).  The last weekend we focused on mission and life in the local church (the nuts and bolts of life in the local church).
Our parents are saying that their youth know more than they do.  We give God the praise for the strength and the courage to reach out to the youth of today.  Praise God.

     Rev. Eileen M Daunt (St. Mark’s UMC,      Napanoch and Ulster Heights)

     and Rev. Robert Kersten. (Sundown UMC and Grahamsville UMC)
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                       Lay Speaking Ministries – Catskill Hudson District



 Margaret Howe, howemarg@aol.com



 Gene Knoth, knothheat@yahoo.com
Greetings:

Wow….lots has happened since the last Courier reported on the start of the Catskill Hudson Lenten Lay Ministries School.  We had a very successful five weeks.  Successful in many ways…..for the learning that took place in each of the classes and for the networking that was part of the experience.  I am sure we will do this again.  So this becomes a time of thanks, appreciation and recognition to:

1. Rev. John Thomason and Monticello UMC and Rev. Lucy Jones and Reservoir UMC for allowing us to use the many classrooms in your churches.

2. Gary Rohr at Monticello and the UMW at Reservoir for setting up the meals we shared each week.

3. Our instructors who allowed our minds to be expanded 



Pastor Randy Yerkes and Jeanne Christiana – Basic Lay Speaking - Monticello



Rev. Dottie Morris – Basic Lay Speaking, Reservoir



Rev. Dale Ashby – Lay Speakers Lead in Outreach & Mission – Monticello



Rev. Eileen Daunt and Rev. Kent Jackson – Advanced Preaching – Monticello



Syd Smith – Spiritual Gifts – Reservoir



Rev. Karen Monk – Leading Bible Study – Reservoir



James Ulrich – Jerusalem



Gene Knoth and Lula Anderson – Race and Religion



Rev. Darlene Kelley
- Radical Hospitality



Rev. Dorothy Caldwell – The Shack

4. Our 19 NEW Local Lay Speakers:


Francis J Exner - Ulster Heights




Nancy Kirchner- Roscoe




Frederick Reule -
Wh. Sulphur Springs




Vicky Smith - Mongaup Valley




Janet Veale -
Monticello




Lorraine Niemann -Liberty




Paula Clark -
White Sulphur Springs




Jay Brooks -
North Branch




Ruth Hill - Chatham




Diana Munch - Shandaken




Elizabeth McNulty - Copake




Carol June - Catskill




John Whipple - Overlook




Babette Kiesel - Phoenicia




Peter Leone - Town of Esopus




Peggy Dysard - Craryville




Marilyn Wakefield - Reservoir




Carol St. John - Jefferson




Patricia Hornbeck  



Sophia Becker - Copake




Blake Becker - Copake

5. The 24 people who participated in the Advanced Courses:
Joan Robinson


Cindy Davis


Carol Merante


Marion Robinson

Sybilla Barrett


Karen Straut


Amy Royal


Margaret Howe

Joan Johnson


Eleanor Gobel


Valerie Minton

Stephanie Watson

Nancy McDonald

Francis P. Exner

Charles Davis


Steven Ecker

Lucille Freyer


Leonard Hulseapple

Mark Meddaugh

Jeremy Mills

Henrietta Phelps

Joan Marie Rohrs

Antoinette Vessey

We had a wonderful time…..your Lay Speaking Committee will consider this format again!

I sincerely hope these classes were meaningful to the participants and that they will spread the word that these classes are an important part of their ministry and leadership as disciples of Jesus Christ.

Blessings,

Margaret Howe

Co-Director Lay Speaking Ministries
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Wellspring Institute for Spiritual Growth is offering its eighth class this Sept-ember.  The class is for laity and clergy who thirst for a deeper understanding and response to God’s call in their lives.  Over the past 18 years, about 140 individuals have been part of the Wellspring community.  

Wellspring’s purpose is to support personal growth and spiritual deepening within God’s gift of a gathered Christian Community.  This gift of Christian Community will assist us in learning about ourselves, our gifts, God’s call to each of us, and will help us to examine our place in the human community of God’s sacred creation.  It is in the challenge … of such a time as this… that we come to discern the Spirit’s beckoning. 

This path of Spiritual discovery will use spiritual disciplines, a variety of prayer forms, worship, covenant groups, as well as creative learning experiences.  The program is rooted and grounded in Christ, especially as practiced in the Christian contemplative way, and the Wesleyan tradition.  We, in the NYAC, are united in our desire to increase our Passionate Spirituality, and this experience of spiritual formation is a proven benefit to all faith communities.

Wellspring is a two-year program meeting monthly at Bethany Spirituality Center in Highland Mills, New York (with summer off).  The application and the formal dates are available at http://www.nyac.com/site/search?controller=&keywords=wellspring. If you have questions, or desire a hard copy of the application or flyer, please contact Gail Erdie at 845-255-8058 or gerdie@hvc.rr.com.
Catskill Hudson District United Methodist Women

      District UMW Day Apart
… It was a cold & stormy day in April, but 20 women’s hearts were strangely warmed as Pastor Bette Sohm shared her experiences of the Taize community. During the morning of the District UMW Day Apart, she described how Brother Roger, from the Reformed tradition, moved to Taize, France and how a community devoted to growing a culture of peace among the world’s youth developed. Most people travel as part of a weekly group of 5,000 from all around the world, paying at the entrance according to their worldly goods. The permanent host community has grown to only 100 brothers. Both community and brothers are spare in income and possessions, devoted only to the expression of communal worship. The weekly guests’ days alternate between small- group bible studies (different languages, no leader) and community prayer and song. Basic meals are provided, appearing plenty to some, sparse to others. All attendees are given chores to perform. Throughout, all Taize structures are focused on the young peoples’ worship, as they are the future.


The Day Apart ended, with Pastor Bette’s help, in the experience of Taize song and prayer. Bible verse with silent meditation, litany, hymns that lasted as long as needed, were the worship experienced by all.


United Methodist Camps

 

 



Round and About the District 
· Colchester Community UMC celebrated Heritage Sunday on April 25th at our Sunday morning worship service.  We had one member who was honored for 80 years of membership!  Certificates of Appreciation were given to members marking membership milestones of 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, and more years.  Those members reaching the 50 year milestone get their name placed on a plaque in the church hall.  We also had three baptisms that day. We had a special cake made with the Methodist cross and flames on it for fellowship time.  East Branch/Harvard UMC will celebrate Heritage Sunday on May 16th.  
· The White Sulphur Springs UMC has recently formed an Early Response Team (ERT).  The purpose of this team is to assist in recovery and clean-up efforts following a natural disaster or other devastating event.  It is their mission to “provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster.”  They have obtained an enclosed trailer that they will be able to mobilize to the site of a disaster as they help their neighbors and will be equipping it with supplies.  
· When Pastor Dale Jolly (St. James UMC, Kingston) visits senior members of the congregation, he has been writing down messages from them to share with the church via the church newsletter.  He says, “Connection is a great part of the love we all share and helping to keep the connection is one of the best part of all newsletters.”

· Stamford UMC held several game days this winter, where they gathered in the parish hall for games and lunch.  Hearty soups and homemade breads were enjoyed.  Traditional board games were played and, of course, Wii!  Lots of good fun inside where it was warm and comfortable.

· United Ministry at Delhi took up a Joyful Noise offering, which went to Faith Giving.  The children took part in this “noisy collection” where they asked the congregation to place their loose coins in cans they had decorated.  Each month this noisy offering will go towards some mission project.
· At the UMC of Monticello a small worship center was created on a table in the fellowship hall.  The center included a candle representing the light of Christ, a pair of eyeglasses symbolizing the vision we seek to attain, and a Bible representing God’s guiding Word.  The candle will be lit at all future meetings of the church committees, boards, and other organizations as a reminder that our work is to be worshipful – centered in God’s presence and guided by God’s will.

Calendar
May 8: Bishop’s Confirmation Rally, 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Jesse Lee UMC, Ridgefield, CT
May 11: Local Pastors/District Hires Group, Quarryville, 2-4

May 15:  “Rethink Worship” led by Jorge Lockward, Catskill UMC, 10:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m.
May 17:  District Trustees, at District Parsonage, 6:30 p.m.
May 22:  Camp Meeting at Epworth (no rain date available), starts at noon
June 14:  Festival of Praise Committee Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Overlook UMC

July 22-24:  School of Christian Mission, Western CT State University, Danbury
Sept. 12: Parsonage Families BBQ, District Parsonage, afternoon

Sept. 18:  District Leadership Training Day

Sept. 19:  District Leadership Training Day
Sept. 25:  District UMW Annual Meeting, St. Mark’s UMC (Napanoch)

The Cooperative School of Christian Mission needs your help to distribute the Registration Forms for this year’s school.  Please note the change in Housing;
 

* * HOUSING FOR SOM:  This year you will need to make your own housing accommodations.  A block of rooms has been reserved at the Ethan Allen Hotel, Danbury, CT. You and your room mate can book a room on-line at www.ethanallenhotel.com or by calling 1-800-742-1776.  Tell them you are with the United Methodist Women’s Group and you need to book a room for July 22nd & 23rd, 2010.  The double occupancy accommodation price for all attendees at this year SOM is $109.00 plus tax, per night.  Housing & SOM reservation cutoff date is June 23, 2010.
 

If you have any question please use the phone number and or address on the registration to contact the SOM Registrar . . . 
 

Thank you for helping us to get this information to the Pastors and churches in your districts . . .  Doug Nicholson, Registrar
 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/NYACCSOCM/index.htm
 Registration Form 2010, -PLEASE PRINT, “Clearly”! 
Registrations will not be accepted that are postmarked after 6/23/10 
All attendees must complete ALL of the Basic information below: Each Person attending MUST complete a Separate Form. 
1) Your Last Name ____________________________________ 

2) First Name ___________________3) Male/Female (M/F) ____ 

4) Address _____________________________ 5) Apt # ______ 

6) City / Town _______________________________________ 

7) State ________________ 8) Zip code __________________ 

8a) Your Home Phone ___________________________________ 

9) Name of Emergency Contact ___________________________ 

10) Phone # of that Contact _______________________________ 

11) The Church you attend ________________________________ 

12) District that church is in _____________________________ 

* * HOUSING FOR SOM: This year you will need to make your own housing accommodations. A block of rooms has been reserved at the Ethan Allen Hotel, Danbury, CT. You and your roommate can book a room on-line at ethanallenhotel.com or by calling 1-800-742-1776. Tell them you are with the United Methodist Women’s Group and you need to book a room for July 22nd & 23rd, 2010. The double occupancy accommodation price for all attendees at this year SOM is $109.00 plus tax, per night. Housing & SOM reservation cutoff date is June 23, 2010. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
13) We need your help! Please sign up to help with plenary(s) 
and for other tasks. In what way would you like to help us? 
________________________________________________________ 
x22) Physical or Dietary (Food Allergies) Limitation: x________________________________________________________ 
14) Help us save 1st class postage: If you include your e-mail address on the line below, we will return your confirmation letter to the same e-mail address. 
My E-mail Address is: (Please print CLEARLY in the spaces below:) 
Fees & Payments: 
15) Full Three Day Program Registration . . . $ 180.00
 Your Housing / Motel is YOUR responsibility! 
Child, Youth or Young Adult Information: 
Complete the following lines ONLY if this is a Childs or Youths Registration. (age as of the end of July) 
16) Youth, ages 13-17 $ 150.00 
17) First Child, in family, under 13 $ 60.00 
18) Additional children, same family $ 40.00 
* * THIS SOM REGISTRATION FEE DOES NOT INCLUDE YOUR HOUSING. 
Registration fee includes meals (lunch & dinner) and program. 
19) Child, Age 4-7: Age: ____ DOB _____________ 
20) Child, Age 8-11: Age: ____ DOB _____________ 
21) Youth, Age 12-17: Age: ____ DOB _____________ 
22) Full Name of attending Sponsor of this child or Youth: (please print): _____________________________________ 
THE APPROPRIATE SPONSORSHIP and/or COVENANT FORMS MUST BE COMPLETED, SIGNED and ATTACHED TO EACH YOUTH and/or CHILDS REGISTRATION FORM. Registrations will be returned if ALL fees and forms are not completed and enclosed, when mailed. Forms are available online or from the SOM Registrar. You are NOT registered till ALL necessary forms & fees have been received by the Registrar. 
For copies of Required Youth Forms, go on line to; 
http//www.gbgm-umc.org/nyaccsocm 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The 2010 Cooperative School of Christian Mission will be Held; 
Thursday, July 22nd – Saturday 24th, 2010 
Western Connecticut State University University Blvd. Danbury, CT. 06810 
(Your confirmation letter will have directions to WCSU) Cooperative School of Christian Mission 
If you wish to have a specific roommate, have meals with a friend, or be in the same study with your roommate, “we strongly suggest” you mail in your registration forms, together in the same envelope. 
Registrations will not be accepted that are postmarked after June 23, 2010 
Registration Information: 
Each person (adult, youth, and child) must fill out a registration form completely. It should then be mailed to the Registrar with a check or money order for the full amount of registration. 
For cancellations AFTER July 10th and NO SHOWS, the amount charged to us by WCSU will be deducted. All cancellations MUST be made through the Registrar. 
A registration CANNOT be transferred to another person UNLESS it is done by contacting the Registrar ahead of time and we are able to accommodate the transfer. 
All Forms are available from the Registrar, your district President & on the School of Mission website: www.gbgm-umc.org/nyaccsocm 
Class rooms and Dining rooms are air conditioned. 
You DO NOT have to bring a fan. 
Doug Nicholson, Registrar 
190 Springdale Dr., Ronkonkoma, NY 11779, (631) 588-0924 
(Make checks payable to: NYAC – SOM) 
School of Mission e-mail Address: somdoug@optonline.net 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
2010 STUDIES 
(As class size is limited, there is NO GUARANTEE that we will be able to honor your 1st choice of study. Classes will be assigned in the order that the requests are received. Please be sure to indicate your second choice.) 
2010 Theme 
Faith – Hope – Love in Action 
(SELECT Either - “A”, “B”, or “C”, Put 1, 2 or 3 next to your choice) 
40) Study (A) _____ ”For the Love of God: John’s Letter’s” 
This study offers and in-depth study of John’s Letters. It seeks to answer key questions such as “Who wrote the Letters?,” “To whom were they written originally?,” and “What do these Letters mean today to us?” further the study explores the common references such as the polarity between life and death, light and darkness, truth and falsehood in John’s Letters and the Fourth Gospel. The study also examines the resemblance of images and phrases that appear in John’s Letters and the Fourth Gospel, including the view that salvation consists in “having life,” God being “light,” Christian life as “walking in the light,” and many others. Text: “For the Love of God, John’s Letters”, by Justo L. and Catherine Gunsalus Gonzalez, 
English:________ # M3070, Spanish:___?____ 
PLEASE DO NOT change your assigned class. 
41) Study (B) ______ “Sudan” – Sudan is the largest and one of the most diverse countries in Africa, home to deserts, mountain ranges, swamps and rain forests. It emerged from a two-decade civil war between the mainly Muslin north and the Animist and Christian south, only to see fighting break out in the western region of Darfur in early 2003. The north-south civil war is said to have cost the lives of 1.5 million people. In Darfur, the UM says more than two million people have fled their homes and more than 200,000 have been killed. 
Text: The Beauty & Courage of Sudan, English ____ M3060, Spanish _____ 

M5030, Korean _____ M5032 

or 
42) Study (C) ______ “Mission & Evangelism” 
Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of Global Christianity by Dana L. Robert, with study guide by Toby Gould, explores the theology of mission and evangelism in the twenty-first century context of Christianity as a world-wide religion. The study invites us to look at why we are involved in mission and how we proclaim the Good News in Jesus Christ. What are the biblical mandates for mission? Does Christ call each of us to be his evangelist? 
Text: Joy to the World! Mission in the Age of Global Christianity” 
English:________ M3074 
Children’s Study: ”Hugging of World”, (K-6) M3093 
Youth Study: Embracing the World - Love Joy Hope in Action, # ? 

Please Order Text From the Following: 
Mission Resource Center 
1221 Profit Drive 
Dallas, Texas 75257 
http://gbgm-umc.org/e-store/ or call (800) 305-9857
 




CAMP MEETING SCHEDULE





Noon – Registration and Lunch   (bring your picnic lunch and a lawn chair. Snacks will be available for purchase)


 1:00 – 1:30 Gathering time 


	    music with Cast-Out


12:30 – 4:00 Activity Time


 Ongoing Activities


     *Canoes (there must be someone 18      or older in each canoe)


	*Walk the Labyrinth


	*P.E.T. Obstacle course


	*High and Low Ropes


	*Nature Scavenger Hunt


	*Crafts for the kids


	*Group games with Janet Veale


		(on the ball field)


      *Bounce House	    


Special Activity Times:


Tour of the camp’s Agriculture


     Project and no-energy house


	 1:00, 1:30, 2:00, 2:30


1:30: Nature Walk with Pastor Monk


	(meet at the Chapel)


2:00: Clowning  (meet at the Chapel)


3:00: Laity vs. Clergy volleyball game


4:00: Gather for Music and More


	Worship


	Celebrating Faith in Action 


	District Meeting


	Honoring new Lay Speakers	


5:15: Barbeque and Campfire





*First Aid station: located in the Day Camp room off the dining hall


*Rest rooms are available in all the buildings











     � HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.childrenschapel.org/biblestories/graphics/kids3.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.stpaulcalvaryumc.org/&usg=__WS6fLnH0DLqFZUMfSbnKlxDsvjc=&h=365&w=495&sz=11&hl=en&start=24&itbs=1&tbnid=Ds3l35_Xj_v6PM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3DSunday%2BSchool%2Bkid%2Bgraphic%26start%3D18%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D18%26tbs%3Disch:1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:Ds3l35_Xj_v6PM:http://www.childrenschapel.org/biblestories/graphics/kids3.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Youth and Children





   Bishop's Confirmation Rally 


May 8, 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Jesse Lee UMC, 207 Main Street, Ridgefield, CT.  For all new confirmands!       Admission is free.  Everyone should bring his or her own lunch.  For more information click � HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103285532702&s=4111&e=001ri4OzOSTf_eOizfbO5F__XZDJHjZIAuRznHaClTmLh_vhDyc5AglFfMIKgRH-K1ikrggLoDhqL4qEQQJbne--bU2R9qvdr2bmVHGhXucsV1JpLgV94l6GB7CdKfKT8MMEJYbdskTtXNM7kT8YqT-40SIL1IGghXF7u9G3u3YLYfBrlYdl0ki_JmvajqyFvEKqK8YnaAaNR4xcDKD8LAAydT5tDQ3Sd9t08lOgESoRuo=" \o "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103285532702&s=4111&e=001ri4OzOSTf_eOizfbO5F__XZDJHjZIAuRznHaClTmLh_vhDyc5AglFfMIKgRH-K1ikrggLoDhqL4qEQQJbne--bU2R9qvdr2bmVHGhXucsV1JpLgV94l6GB7CdKfKT8MMEJYbdskTtXNM7kT8YqT-40SIL1IGghXF7u9G3u3YLYfBrlYdl0ki_JmvajqyFvEKqK8YnaAaNR4xcDKD8LAAydT5tDQ3Sd9t08lOgESoRuo=" \t "_blank" �here<�. 


    Video Licensing – 


        Legally show movies for church activities.  � HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103285532702&s=4111&e=001ri4OzOSTf_dvCiyHVyFcO2ay31VX0dAodihuf9q6qvfqF0KE_f5km4rxR_x_W8Y7-z1Wegb05LIm2Nnzd-AIlYz5hNUo1gj_hI_ekrniU28=" \o "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103285532702&s=4111&e=001ri4OzOSTf_dvCiyHVyFcO2ay31VX0dAodihuf9q6qvfqF0KE_f5km4rxR_x_W8Y7-z1Wegb05LIm2Nnzd-AIlYz5hNUo1gj_hI_ekrniU28=" \t "_blank" �Click here to visit the Christian Video Licensing      Web site for     more information>>�.











�





Save the Date -September 25





Meet & Greet your District Sisters in Christ





Celebrate what Your Unit does: Please bring a Poster showing your Missions





Remember our Departed Sisters in the Memorial Service





Speaker: Donna Jolly and the 


Youth Ambassadors in Mission to Cambodia: 


Where We’ve Been, Where We’re Going





St. Marks UMC


Napanoch, NY





9:15-9:45   	Register, coffee & treats, meet & greet


		Welcome


		Program


		Business Meeting


		Brown-bag Lunch


		Memorial Service


		Communion


Please Register with Sharon Snider, your District UMW Communications Coordinator.


By email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:SSec22@aol.com" ��SSec22@aol.com�


Or regular mail:





Mrs. Sharon Snider,  24 Aquetuck Rd.       Ravena, NY 12143


(Registration cost to be announced by August, payable at door)





Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________


Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________


Phone:  _______________________     Church: ____________________________________________________________











Nature Photography for Professional Reproduction





Monday June 28-Friday July 2, 2010


Kingswood Campsite, Hancock, New York





                                �





Kingswood Campsite, nestled in the Catskill Mountains and owned by the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church, is offering a nature photography course for adults. This 5-day course will concentrate on improving techniques for shooting in the wild and will give participants a chance to learn by practicing techniques each day and looking at the photos in a group setting.





Kingswood offers opportunities for both land-based photo sessions in fields and woods and behind wildlife blinds as well as water-based photo sessions in canoes (or on boats) on Hathaway Lake. A special trip is planned for nature documentary shooting. Enjoy fellowship, camp cooking, and the superb natural, diverse environment of Kingswood Camp.





Cost: $375





Leader: Christie R. House, editor, NEW WORLD OUTLOOK magazine. Ms. House has 20 


years of experience as an editor and journalist in magazine publication. 





To register, call the camp registrar: 845.679.5692.














Please freely post and distribute this copy of the COURIER.  Contact the District Office (� HYPERLINK "mailto:cathudnyac@aol.com" �cathudnyac@aol.com�) if you would like to be deleted or added to our database for receiving the COURIER online





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���








   On March 17, 2010 the Mongaup Valley UMC was honored with a plaque commemorating one year of 


   mission to the Sullivan County Federation of the Homeless in Monticello, NY.  The Federation Director,


   Mr. Steve White, posed with Lay Leader Vicky Simpson and Pastor Randolph Yerkes during the presenta-


   tion. Mr. White praised the Mongaup congregation for being “the first to respond during a time of crisis”.  


   The Mongaup Church has been serving a hot breakfast each Wednesday since February 4, 2009.  As an 


   offshoot ministry, Mongaup Valley UMC also delivers food provided by the Federation to the Ulster 


   County Community Action.  Each week well over 100 people are served through the efforts of the 


   Mongaup UMC. 





                                                          �
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Catskill Hudson United Methodists





         


   This Worked for Us:  New Project at First United Methodist Church of Coxsackie�� For five years the knitters and crocheters of the First United Methodist Church of Coxsackie have prepared prayer shawls for our prayer shawl ministry.  To date, 114 shawls have been blessed during church services and distributed in our community and to family and friends of our members in distant places.


� From the publications describing various patterns for the large prayer shawls, the Chairman and Treasurer of the Church's Craft Group found a pattern for the pocket shawl.  When Tyrone, the son of the Chairperson of the Church's Finance Committee was posted to Afghanistan, they thought back to those pocket shawls and sending them to US troops.  And so, based on a desire to remind Tyrone that people in his home church were praying for his safe return, the Pocket Prayer Shawl Project of the First United Methodist Church of Coxsackie was born.


�Word went out to our knitters and crocheters.  The local library hosts a Saturday morning knitting group, attended by one of the Church's active crafters, and their help was solicited.  Pastor Robert A. Johnson developed a special blessing for these shawls which are blessed as part of morning worship.  Each shawl which measures about 4" x 4", not counting the tassel, is packaged in a zip-locked plastic sandwich bag.  Also in the bag is the following:�       							This is a prayer shawl;�      							 knitted with hymns,�       							woven with prayers,�       							created to soft melodies�       							and peaceful thoughts.�       							In the warmth of the shawl�       							may you feel God's Comfort�       							and the spirit of healing,�       							in a time of need�       							through the power of prayer.�                                                                            Jane Roberts�                   							           West Chester, PA





The response has been fantastic and each Sunday, shawls have been blessed. On Sunday, April 25 the total prepared, packaged, blessed and ready for shipment reached 440.  And there are already enough prepared for another shipment.�     	New options for distribution have been sought.  Charlie Dankowski runs a nonprofit organization here in New York, "Operations Soaring Eagle", of which, the sole mission is to take care of our soldiers overseas with whatever needs they might have.  Charlie has offered to help distribute these pocket prayer shawls.�     	If you are interested in obtaining the directions and more information about the project, please send an e-mail to Beverly Walker at � HYPERLINK "mailto:auntbev@scottfamily.com" �auntbev@scottfamily.com� .�











Gold Mission Award





Mission Gold Award Celebration :  Saturday June 12, 2010 at Hofstra University Arena


How to apply for your Mission Gold Award:                                         Final deadline:  May 30, 2010


Complete the form below


Two signatures: the Pastor and the Mission Chairperson


One photo representing the mission spirit of your church


Mail completed form and photo to: Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie, Conference Mission Coordinator


Email: �HYPERLINK "mailto:jewoodzie@nyac.com"�jewoodzie@nyac.com�       Address: 20 Soundview Ave., White Plains, NY 10606


Mission Gold Award Form


Did your church pay in full the shared ministry apportionment    [ ] yes    [ ] no


Name the local mission projects your church supported:


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


Name the “Special Sunday Offerings”  your church collected?


___________________________________


___________________________________


___________________________________


___________________________________


___________________________________


____________________________________


Which of the Conference Mission Initiatives did your church support?


Mozambique  ii. Cambodia   iii. Bolivia   iv. Haiti   v. Ghana   vi. Biloxi


vii. Ecuador  viii. Costa Rica   ix. Youth Ambassadors, etc


How many volunteers in mission (VIM) did your church sponsor? _____


Who was your Mission Sunday guest speaker? ___________________


How many attended Cooperative School of Christian Mission? _______


How many participated in Conference Disaster Response & Preparedness event?  _______


Did your church support Justice for our Neighbors? ________


Your Covenant Relationship is with which of the GBGM missionaries? ________________________  what country _____________________


What NEW mission experience happened in your church? ____________________________


___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________


Church Name:_________________________________________    District ______________________


 		      


                                  Name 		         Signature	                          Email and Phone


 


Chairperson:  _________________     _____________           _________________________________





Pastor:           ________________        _____________           _________________________________











The deadline for the May/June Courier will be April 21, 2010.











The United Methodist Men of the NYAC would like to introduce Gregory S. Holder.  Greg is our Conference Scouting Coordinator.  If you have any questions about scouting (Boy, girl or camp fire programs) please give Greg a call and he will be more than willing to answer your questions or direct you to someone that can help.  He is also hoping you can help him in locating and identifying scout groups in all local Methodist churches in our conference.  If you have a scouting group that meets in your church please contact (e-mail) Greg and give him some basic information ( the troop number, when they meet, and how many youth are in each troop or pack).


Gregory S. Holder


Scoutmaster Troop # 55


c/o John Wesley UMC


260 Quincy Street


Brooklyn, NY 11216


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ggregholder@aol.com" \o "mailto:ggregholder@aol.com" �ggregholder@aol.com�


(917) 476-7551 or (718) 783-5761





Thank you.


Doug Nicholson, Communications, NYAC-UMM











Go to � HYPERLINK "http://nyac.com/events/detail/2745" �http://nyac.com/events/detail/2745� for more details and for the link to play Bishop Park’s invitation video.   
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The New York Annual Conference is now on Facebook!


Become a Fan!      Click � HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103285532702&s=4111&e=001ri4OzOSTf_c0sxnjVE6OG44PvrufqPS3tLR2lgaJ-dHClj-UWbjeFoRLCBergBAiAtPYQdKNnnNx9vbxpc4VcruIlMeT9tyv2A-hWzdmY6GycHQzit2RuAjd9RLYCw892tKhy_DFeF3mueMAGyriIH0uAj_qHzQX0B301sLCtYV4o2OQHNN64ttN9KlFSiUucwmWyR74zUvHGdzQe324W-2m4xpfSIdcxHese2MtU3D0yTrR3pvtgA==" \o "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103285532702&s=4111&e=001ri4OzOSTf_c0sxnjVE6OG44PvrufqPS3tLR2lgaJ-dHClj-UWbjeFoRLCBergBAiAtPYQdKNnnNx9vbxpc4VcruIlMeT9tyv2A-hWzdmY6GycHQzit2RuAjd9RLYCw892tKhy_DFeF3mueMAGyriIH0uAj_qHzQX0B301sLCtYV4o2OQHNN64ttN9KlFSiUucwmWyR74zUvHGdzQe324W-2m4xpfSIdcxHese2MtU3D0yTrR3pvtgA==" \t "_blank" �here>�.








The April Edition of the Conference Newspaper is Here!


The April edition of "The Vision" is now available on line at � HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103285532702&s=4111&e=001ri4OzOSTf_fuGhqWoswT_QAE_LX4f6iFAJjJwRv1wMdBqCi_Ch6Pz-mpMKrpTOSTiE9kIkAnLwqIi21YSkr_vLfp98HJZv5b7-c5gZqIZ0bpXIaFwuvCSMeLRwd6XEKM749q4HiaavI=" \o "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103285532702&s=4111&e=001ri4OzOSTf_fuGhqWoswT_QAE_LX4f6iFAJjJwRv1wMdBqCi_Ch6Pz-mpMKrpTOSTiE9kIkAnLwqIi21YSkr_vLfp98HJZv5b7-c5gZqIZ0bpXIaFwuvCSMeLRwd6XEKM749q4HiaavI=" \t "_blank" �http://www.nyac.com/pages/detail/1552�.   


Please print copies for those without computer access.  Got a bulletin board?   Post a copy!   Thank you!











If you like the Courier’s This Worked for Us articles … you’ll love It Worked for Us on the NYAC website.  .  For viewing submissions go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyac.com" �www.nyac.com�  click on "Resources" and in the column on the left select "It Worked for Us."   Please share your best ideas with concise descriptions and pictures (first with the Catskill Hudson District Courier and then) by email attachment to � HYPERLINK "mailto:apearson@nyac.com" \o "mailto:apearson@nyac.com" \t "_blank" �apearson@nyac.com� for posting on the NYAC Web site.














Wellspring 8
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