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LIE Clergy Make
Sky-High
Leap of Faith

When your district 
superintendent says “jump,” how 
high will you go? For 10 clergy in 
the Long Island East District that 
answer is 13,000 feet.

At the September 13 district 
clergy meeting, Superintendent 
Adrienne Brewington invited 
clergy to take a tandem skydive as 
“leadership training.” (Brewington 
had recently made her fi rst jump 
with husband, Fred, to celebrate 
their 25th wedding anniversary.)

So two weeks later, the brave 
volunteers found themselves at 
Skydive Long Island in Calverton, 
N.Y. Brewington was joined by 
Susumu Ando, Chuck Van Houten, 
Julia Yim, Leslie Duroseau, Lynda 
Bates-Stepe, Huibing He, David 
Mantz, Ken Prill, Bob Leibold and 
Jim Van Schaick. The group watched 
a safety video, signed insurance 
papers, and then each one was 
paired with a jumpmaster.

Despite a couple of delays due to 
the cloud cover, anxieties were kept 
at manageable levels and everyone 
made their jumps. While waiting, 
Bob Leibold kept reminding 
himself of the words of 2 Timothy 
1:7: “For God did 
not give us a spirit 
of timidity, but a 
spirit of power, of 
love and of self-
discipline.”

Van Schaick 
wasn’t sure why he 
had volunteered at 
the clergy meeting. 
“My arm just 
disconnected from 
my brain and went 
skyward,” he said. 
“This frightens me 
so much that I just 
want to see if I can overcome it.”

Ando and Van Houten were the 
fi rst to climb into the Cessna Grand 
Caravan and came back from their 

Rev. Susumu Ando 
glides to ground in 
his tandem jump.

jump with adrenaline-induced 
smiles. Van Houten said the most 
diffi cult thing was just trying to 
breath. “There’s this rush of air 
when you come out of the plane, 
and the cameraman’s there trying 
to get you to smile!” 

Rev. Huibing He began jumping 
up and down in 
excitement as soon 
as her feet touched 
the ground. It was 
excellent leadership 
training, she said. 
“I always know that 
someone is behind 
me . . . you can’t see 
the beauty without 
that height, when 
there’s nothing to 
block your view.”

Prill, who said 
he was the “most 
terrifi ed I’ve ever 

been,” was delighted to scratch 
skydiving off his bucket list. Yim, 
who had her own cheering section 

Top guns Lynda Bates-Stepe, Leslie Duroseau and 
Huibing He after their jumps. Below, the group poses 
at the end of the day.

Waiting to board the 
single engine plane.
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TEN YEARS OF WAR
UM Military Chaplains Find Support, Stress
UMNS Report

Thousands of U.S. Reserve and National 
Guard members found themselves called 
suddenly into active duty and deployed when the 
war on terror started 10 years ago. 

Among them were United Methodist pastors 
called out of their pulpits in local churches to go 
with the troops as chaplains. 

That turned out to be a blessing, said the Rev. 
Tom Carter, a retired Army chaplain, who served 
during the Vietnam confl ict. 

The American public—including the United 
Methodist Church—became more aware and 
supportive of service members, said Carter, 
director of the agency that endorses UM pastors 
as chaplains and pastoral counselors. 

“That is radically different than Vietnam,” 
he said. “Although the wars are not extremely 
popular, the military personnel were not 
branded as the baby-killers.” 

One example of that support from UM 
churches was a campaign started on Veterans 
Day in 2003 to send prepaid phone cards to 
veterans. 

The United Methodist 
Endorsing Agency, part 
of the General Board of 
Higher Education and 
Ministry (GBHEM), 
collected the money, 
bought the cards and 
handed them out to UM 
chaplains to distribute to 
anyone who needed to call 
a loved one. 

Online communication 
such as Facebook, Twitter 
and Skype make it easier 
for service members to 
connect with home so 
the phone card campaign 
ended in 2010, but not before more than 17 
million free minutes were distributed.

The Rev. Dale C. White, a Navy captain and 
member of the New York Annual Conference 
who was deployed to Iraq for 13 months, said 
the UMC has been “very responsive” to the 
needs of service members, from the phone cards 
to developing liturgies for churches to send 
members into combat and then welcome them 
back home. 

Capt. White was part of a meeting in 2007 
between the GBHEM and the General Board of 
Church and Society. Active and retired military 
chaplains met with agency staff to form a task 

force to write those liturgies. 
“United Methodist chaplains bring a unique 

balance of grace and faith to the military,” Capt. 
White said. “We have deep ecumenical and 
interfaith traditions, perfect for the pluralistic 
military environment. I truly believe we are 
extremely well suited for this chaplaincy setting 
and have tremendous infl uence on those we 
serve.” 

However, service members, including 
chaplains, still must deal with the effects of 
long and repeated deployments in harm’s way 
thousands of miles from home. 

Capt. White’s long deployment took “a 
tremendous toll” on his family. “Four years later 
I am still rebuilding the relationships with my 
daughter and son.” 

The Rev. Dave Smith, Army colonel and 
chaplain now serving in Iraq, said there is more 
the church can do for returning veterans.

Active service members have support 
agencies on their posts when they return, he 
said, while Reserve and Guard members often 
do not fi nd the necessary agencies to help them. 

“I believe the church is missing a chance,” 
Smith said. “I think the church could be in 
mission to our returning veterans. I have 
addressed some ideas to my conference. The 
cabinet and bishop agreed to the importance, 
but the idea did not move further than an idea. 
In my opinion, we could do more.” 

Col. Smith said there has been a lot of stress 
placed on service members and their families in 
the last 10 years. Still, he sees something good 
that has come from this experience. 

“The Army has recognized the importance 
of developing resiliency in our soldiers and 

families through comprehensive soldier fi tness. 
One of the fi ve pillars of this program is spiritual 
fi tness,” he said. 

Chaplains develop spirituality through 
worship, Bible study, counseling, Strong Bonds 
training events, praying and visiting soldiers and 
their families, Col. Smith added.

Comes down to faith
Many UM chaplains were on active duty on 

Sept. 11, 2001. 
Capt. White was at the Pentagon on 9/11 as 

the deputy director of plans and operations, 
offi ce of the Chief of Navy Chaplains. He said it 
is hard to put into words how that day changed 
him and his ministry. 

“Ultimately, it helped me reshape and 
reprioritize what is important. There is nothing 
more precious than life.” 

Capt. White is back at the Pentagon in the 
exact place he was on 9/11. 

“It is kind of surreal, but a stark reminder 
that life is not forever and our faith is what is 
most important in this life.”

* * * * * * *
Currently, three other members of the 
NYAC are in appointments that directly 
serve the military:
Laura Bender, chaplain, U.S. Navy, 

USS New York
Matthew Byung-Ho Ahn, pastoral 

coordinator, U.S. Army, Ft. Bliss, 
Texas 

William T. Young, chief of the 
chaplains, California State Military 
Reserve 

Rev. Dale C. 
White, a Navy 
chaplain from 
New York, 
was deployed 
in Iraq for 13 
months.

United Methodist 
Chaplain Jerry 
Sieg conducted a 
baptism service 
in Kuwait for 
soldiers of the 
Third Infantry 
Division before 
the Iraq war 
began in early 
2003.

UMNS FILE PHOTO
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BY JIM STINSON
Consultant on Older Adult Ministry

I was having diffi culty living alone, but did 
not want to live with my children. 
My wife had died, the house had 
become too big for me, and my 
kids live out of state. So I made 
the decision to come to United 
Methodist Homes, not saying, “Gee 
how glad I am to leave my life 
behind, but saying what choice do I have?”

These words speak to the observation in a 
quote attributed to Billy Graham, who, at age 87, 
said: “All my life I’ve been taught how to die, but 
no one ever taught me how to grow old.”

Phillip was struggling with the question 
implied by Billy Graham. How do I grow old?  
Where can I go for help? Is there someone who 
can teach me how to deal with this phase of 
my life? Philip reminded me yet again that no 
matter how much we might want to deny it, the 
time of aging often brings unwanted changes; 
diminishing abilities, change in mental status, 
and a variety of ailments.

In a culture that urges fi nancial preparation 
for the retirement years, pushes age-denying 
panaceas, and all kinds of treatments and 

Learning How to Grow Old With Grace
gimmicks to keep us feeling and looking 
younger than we are, there often is not adequate 
preparation for the reality of growing old.

How many times I’ve heard 
adult children say: “If only mother 
had exercised more, if only Dad 
had eaten better and other such 
wishful thinking, he/she might 
not be needing to make these 
changes.”

Our culture has suggested in various ways 
that we do not have to grow old. If we would 
just do the right things, aging would be a thing 
of the past. While practicing healthy living is a 
desirable thing for people of any age, there is 
only one way to avoid growing old, exercise and 
other good habits notwithstanding. It is called 
death. Short of that as a goal, there is a need to 
help people grow old.  

Our churches are in a strong position to do 
just that. It involves preaching and teaching the 
value of every living being. It involves telling 
the truth as made known by our Creator God. 
In doing so it means seeing all of life, in all its 
phases as part of the creative plan. The Church 
sees life on earth as linear, rather than circular. 
Aging is one of the phases along this line. It is 
no less a phase than toddler or adolescence. It is 

not something to be ignored by wishing it will 
not happen to me or to the ones I love. It begs 
for understanding and acceptance. Just as a wise 
parent learns to cope with these other phases, 
allowing for the reality of the “terrible twos,” or 
teen behaviors, adjusting to their limitations and 
needs, we need to help prepare the old among 
us, adjusting to and accepting their needs and 
limitations.

We need to help our older adults and all 
members of our congregations to grow old with 
grace. But, the problem seems to be there are no 
rulebooks. But there are generalities that can 
be adapted for each individual situation and 
purpose.
Dignity: Older adults want to be treated 

with dignity. They do not want to be 
treated like infants.  

Independence:  Despite limitations, 
older adults want to maintain as much 
independence as possible.

Choice: Older adults, if cognitively able, 
need to make their own choices, even if 
adult children or caregivers disagree.

The Church has a role to play in teaching 
people how to grow old. Our basic Christian 
values can guide us in fi nding that role as 
individual congregations.

Bethel Staff
Walks the Walk
For Alzheimer’s
Thirty staff and family members 
from Bethel Homes joined in the 
2011 Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
event held in White Plains on 
October 2. Bethel was also one 
of the corporate sponsors for 
the three-mile trek along Bryant 
Avenue in White Plains. Staff 
from the Croton-on-Hudson and 
Ossining campuses collected 
donations to help fi nd a cure for 
Alzheimer’s. Bethel’s CEO, Beth 
Goldstein, who walked along with her husband and 
two children, said, “This is what we are all about. With 
a dedicated, memory-impaired unit at our Croton-on-
Hudson campus, we see fi rst-hand the heartache and 
ravages brought about by Alzheimer’s disease. We 

need to fi nd a cure as soon as possible to ensure a 
more lasting, quality of life experience for our mothers 
and fathers, aunts and uncles, and all those diagnosed 
with this debilitating illness.” The Bethel Homes is one 
of the NYAC-related health and welfare ministries.
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Linden Hill Cemetery Gatehouse Rededicated
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park, above, 

presides over the rededication of the 
refurbished gatehouse administration 
building at the Linden Hill Cemetery on 
October 4. The renovation work began 
three years ago primarily to provide more 
of ce space, according to Rev. Charles 
“Chick” Straut, president of the Board of 
Directors of the cemetery. The gatehouse 
is located at the cemetery’s main entrance 
at 323 Woodward Ave., Ridgewood, 
Queens. The cemetery is managed by a 
corporation consisting of the bishop of the 
New York Area and the superintendents 
of the NYAC Districts with churches in 
the  ve boroughs of New York City. The 
cemetery has also recently added two 
columbarium walls, at right, to allow the 
respectful storage of cinerary urns. 

Babylon UMC 
Youth Awarded 
Hope Scholarship

Griffi n Burr, a member of the United 
Methodist Church of Babylon, received a 
$1,000 Gift of Hope Scholarship, awarded by 
the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry.

Burr, the son of Ken and Cheryl Burr 
of West Islip, N.Y., is in his fi rst year at the 
University of Chicago.

The Karen Layman Gift of Hope 
Scholarship is awarded to about 250 
undergraduate students who have been 
active and full members of the UMC for 
at least three years, have a 3.0 grade point 
average, and have demonstrated strong 
leadership in the church, said Allyson 
Collinsworth, director of the Offi ce of Loans 
and Scholarships at the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry.

Burr has traveled on two mission trips 
with the United Methodist Church. In 
February 2009, he helped build a school 
classroom in Costa Rica, and the following 
February he went to Cambodia where he 
helped construct a playground. He has also 
participated in a Habitat for Humanity 
house build in Bellport, N.Y. Burr has also 
taught Sunday School for second graders.

A unique and ambitious web-based 
theological resource was launched on September 
23 as a joint venture of the World Council 
of Churches and Globethics.net. The Global 
Digital Library on Theology and Ecumenism 
(GlobeTheoLib) aims to redress a global 
imbalance of access to research materials in 
theology and related disciplines.

The multi-lingual GlobeTheoLib contains 
several hundred thousand articles, documents 
and other academic resources that can be 
accessed online free-of-charge by registered 
participants from anywhere in the world via 
Internet (www.globethics.net/gtl).

“The time has come to launch a new model 
of ecumenical sharing of theological resources in 
order to prepare world Christianity for the 21st 
century,” said the WCC general secretary, the Rev. 
Dr Olav Fykse Tveit.

GlobeTheoLib is intended to use new digital 
models of information exchange to make the 
theological voices and resources of the global 
South more visible and accessible, across 
national, cultural and denominational barriers.

It uses the electronic platform of Globethics.
net, the Geneva-headquartered organization 
that already holds more than 650,000 full-text 
documents in its Global Digital Library on Ethics.

New Digital Library Offers Global Access

PHOTOS BY ALICE LUM

Truglia New Benefits
Administrator

Sally Truglia has joined the New York 
Annual Conference staff as the new full-
time benefi ts administrator. Truglia comes 
to us from McMahan Securities Co. where 
she most recently served as human resource 
manager and benefi ts administrator.

NYAC Treasurer Ross Williams said, 
“I believe that Sally’s benefi ts knowledge 
coupled with her experience working with 
and educating employees on benefi t matters 
will be invaluable to our organization.” 

Truglia earned at bachelor’s of science 
degree from Southern Connecticut State 
University and lives in Stamford, Conn. 
She can be reached at struglia@nyac.com, 
or at 914-615-2120.

Also, in an effort to expedite your 
fi nance questions, there’s a new quick link 
on the NYAC web site called “Who Do I 
Contact In Finance & Administration?” 
Please check it out at, http://nyac.com/.

2220.
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UMNS Report
In August, the Annie E. Casey Foundation 

reported that another 2.4 million children 
joined the ranks of the U.S. poor during the past 
decade. 

Then the U.S. Census Bureau announced that 
the total number of Americans living below the 
poverty line—46.2 million—was the highest 
total ever in the 52 years the bureau has tracked 
such data. 

For church members involved with food 
pantries and after-school programs, the Casey 
Foundation’s report of “a signifi cant decline” in 
the economic wellbeing of low-income children 
and their families “is consistent with what 
they’re seeing,” said the Rev. Mary Ellen Kris, a 
consultant for the UM General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

The real face of poverty often isn’t 
apparent to most Americans. People are 
shocked, for example, “when they fi nd out the 
[homeless] shelter system in New York City is 
overwhelmingly children and single moms,” 
Kris said. “There’s this huge number of people in 
need who are really not visible.” 

United Methodists always have 
been responsive to the poor. One of the 
denomination’s four areas of focus for mission 
is “ministry with the poor.” But what really is 
needed, Kris believes, is an understanding of 
how to break cycles of poverty that are just as 
problematic as they were 50 years ago. 

In other words, part of the denomination’s 
commitment to ministry with the poor has to be 
understanding how to fi x the system, she said.

Jim Winkler, top executive of the UM General 
Board of Church and Society, agrees. 

“We can and should have feeding programs, 
soup kitchens, food pantries and gleaning drives 
to help feed hungry people, but if we are not 
working for livable wages, affordable housing 
and health care for everyone, then we are only 

Could you feed yourself for one week on $31.50? That’s approximately 
$4.50 per day and $1.50 per meal.

The people behind Fighting Poverty With Faith are issuing a challenge 
to live for one week—Thursday, Oct, 27 to Thursday. Nov, 3—on the 
average SNAP (food stamp) allotment of $31.50. The “Food Stamp 
Challenge” is just one activity the group is promoting to mark their fourth 
mobilization week, “Working Together to End Hunger.”

 Participants will be joining with elected offi cials and community 
members across the nation who are taking the Food Stamp Challenge in 
order to better understand how the program works on a personal level and 
to highlight the continued need for and importance of feeding programs to 
alleviate hunger in the United States.

Fighting Poverty with Faith is building a nationwide, interfaith 

movement to cut domestic poverty in half by 2020. FPWF efforts are co-
sponsored by the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, Catholic Charities, and 
the National Council of Churches, and the mobilization is endorsed by over 
50 national faith-based organizations.

Fighting Poverty with Faith encourages local communities to plan 
community-wide, preferably interfaith, events and actions during the week-
long mobilization—such as a Food Stamp Challenge, Hunger Banquet, 
or screening of the documentary “Food Stamped”—to both educate the 
community and elected offi cials about the issue of hunger and advocate to 
protect SNAP (food stamps) from funding cuts and structural changes.

To register yourself or your church for the challenge, or for more 
information about FPWF advocacy and the SNAP program, go to 
http://fi ghtingpovertywithfaith.com/f2/.

New Report Finds More U.S. Children in Poverty

UMNS FILE PHOTO 

Children and their families enjoy 
a free meal at Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Fresno, Calif. 

doing half our job,” he said.

Poverty fi gures up
According to the Casey Foundation’s Kids 

Count Data Book, some 14.6 million children, or 
20 percent, lived in poverty as of 2009. 

Statistics from the census bureau’s “Income, 
Poverty and Health Insurance Coverage in the 
United States: 2010,” show that the poverty rate is 
at its highest level since 1993. 

The median household income declined from 
2009 by 2.3 percent to $49,445, and the offi cial 
poverty rate jumped from 14.3 to 15.1 percent. 
The ranks of poor Americans—a family of four 
living on $22,314 or less—increased for the 
fourth consecutive year in 2010, to 46.2 million. 

An important question, says John Hill, an 
executive with the Board of Church and Society, 

is why “poverty has risen throughout the last 
decade, even in a period of economic expansions 
before the great recession.” 

A portion of the population is being left 
behind, particularly in attempts since the 
recession to get the economy growing, he noted. 
“Clearly the growth and wealth that is being 
created in this country is not being shared 
broadly.” 

Circle of Protection
On a national level, faith leaders, alarmed 

last fall by proposals for drastic funding cuts 
to programs that support those in need, met 
to discuss their concerns. “I suggested that we 
were really trying to create a circle of protection 
around initiatives to help the needy and 
vulnerable, and that stuck,” Winkler recalled. 

The Circle of Protection project included a 
series of daily prayer vigils in July on the lawn 
of the United Methodist Building on Capitol Hill 
that have resumed this fall. 

The Rev. David Beckmann, executive director 
of Bread for the World, is an active participant in 
the project. “What we are deciding is the shape 
of our nation and the shape of the world 10 years 
from now,” he said.  

Many United Methodist congregations have 
been involved in Bread for the World’s letter-
writing campaigns, and Beckmann, a Lutheran 
minister, is appreciative of those efforts. 

To advocate for that connection on a 
grassroots level, Winkler suggests that local 
church members: 
Familiarize themselves with the church’s 

Social Principles and offi cial resolutions on 
poverty-related issues.

Use church teachings to educate elected 
offi cials.

Meet regularly with city, county, state and 
national legislators to discuss why tax dollars 
should be used effectively to assist the needy.

Food Stamp Challenge: Living on $1.50 Per Meal
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After more than three weeks of training, 10 United Methodists were 
commissioned on October 7 and sent as missionaries around the world. 
Among the group were Rev. Eumin Kim and his wife, Prumeh, of the New 
York Annual Conference, who will be serving in Kazakhstan. During the 
commissioning, each of the 10 received an anchor cross to symbolize their 
steadfast connection to God and to their fellow missionaries.

The service was held in a place quite familiar to the Kims, the First 
United Methodist Church in Flushing, N.Y. Eumin’s father, Rev. Joong Urn 
Kim, had served the congregation there since 1998 before retiring this year. 
The service was available for viewing via a live web cast on the General 
Board of Global Ministries web site.

Global Ministries executive Judy Chung said that the training helps 
prepare the individuals for the mission fi eld while building a foundation of 
support. 

“These three weeks are important not only to learn the nuts and bolts 
of mission, but for bonding with other new missionaries and getting to 
know the staff of Global Ministries who are standing behind them.”

The Kims, will serve as co-directors, of the United Methodist Mission 
Center in Almaty, Kazakhstan. The center in Almaty plays a pivotal role 
in the Central Asia Mission Initiative, which is linked to the Eurasia Area 
of the denomination. The initiative began in 2003 and by 2011 had 19 
congregations or Bible groups in four of the fi ve Central Asia republics, 
once part of the Soviet Union. The Almaty center was opened in 2006 
through a generous contribution from the First Korean UMC in Flushing. It 
houses space for Bible study classes, clergy education, church and district 
offi ces, and as the Central Asia site of the Moscow United Methodist 
Theological Seminary.

Rev. Kim recalled his fi rst visit to Kazakhstan, noting the distance 
between United Methodist churches.

“After traveling through the night on a train, I arrived eight hours later 
to the house church off a dirt road in Ushtobe.” Upon returning home to 
Queens, where there are more than 200 faith communities, he thought, 
“Why are there so many churches here and so few churches over there? 
This marked the beginning of my sense of calling to become a missionary 
to Central Asia.”

Rev. Kim has served pastorates in the Greater Washington, D.C. area; 
Trinity United Methodist Church in LaGrangeville, N.Y., and the Vision 
Christian Fellowship of The United Methodist Church, a ministry in 
Queens with links to the First UMC of Flushing.

Eumin comes from a strong Methodist family, explaining: “My 
grandmother committed her life to Christ during the Korean War, in a 
time when she was a refugee who had lost her husband and was raising 
four young children as a single mother . . . An image that stands out is her 
spending 4 to 5 hours a day, praying quietly in the closet of her bedroom. 
Clearly her life infl uenced those closest to her as her four children, 
including my father, went on to become either pastors or to marry pastors. 
Including me, fi ve of her grandchildren are now in ministry as well.”

He says his call to mission was refi ned by a 10-day mission experience 
in Kazakhstan.

“Of all the people, places, and cultures I have been a part of,” he said, 
“the culture that resonated with me more than any other was the Kazakh 
culture. How can I describe in words a heart that identifi es, burns, and 
breaks for a certain people? . . . I take to heart Jesus’ words, ‘the harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few.’ ”

Prumeh Kim underwent a long time of prayer around the question 
of whether she should become a missionary. “Through prayer, God has 
confi rmed this. Since I decided to accept this calling, I have been fi lled with 
peace. I also sought the counsel of family, friends, and my Christian peers. 

Kims Join 8 Other New Missionaries

Everyone has affi rmed our decision.”
 She was born in Seoul, Korea, but immigrated to the United States as 

an infant. She speaks English, Korean, and basic Russian. The couple was 
married in 1999, and has a 6-year-old daughter, Ye-Ari, and a son, Eli, who 
was born in 2011.

Prumeh has experience and skills in Christian education, youth 
ministry, administration, teaching, and music. From 2006 to 2010, she 
served as program director for the United Methodist Korean American 
Youth Initiative, and earlier served as a private tutor and a youth pastor.

 “My great-grandmother was the fi rst Christian in my family,” she 
said. “She became a Christian when she met an American Methodist 
missionary. Subsequently, my grandfather and father both became 
Methodist pastors. My family fi rst became Christian because of the faithful 
service of missionaries; I would also like to serve the Christian church by 
becoming the fi rst missionary in my family.”

Both the Kims are available for covenant relationship support 
in New York Annual Conference. Donations can be made through 
Global Ministries Online System; Rev. Kim’s Advance number 
is #3021370; Prumeh Lee Kim’s is #3021369. Go to: 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/give/missionaries/ for more information.

More information about the 10 missionaries and their placement sites, 
go to this link for the GBGM web site: http://bit.ly/pTMP0C.

in two members of her congregation who came to watch, said, “It was 
defi nitely a step out in faith . . . we can do things for the kingdom even in 
our fear.”

Duroseau made the jump for her daughter, so she’ll “know that she can 
do all things through Jesus Christ.” She maybe summed up the experience 
for all the clergy jumpers when she said, “I think I can do anything now—
even though I’m a little nauseated.”

Clergy Take Leap of Faith
Continued fro page 10
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Continued from page 2

Begins 11/7: 
Compensation, 
Taxes & the IRS 

Keith Muhleman of 
the Frontier Foundation 
will present these 
workshops for clergy 
and spouses. There is no 
charge, but registration 
is required. 10 a.m.–2 
p.m.; lunch is provided. 
To register, go to: http://nyac.com/events, and click on the date you would 
like to attend.
11/7: St. Mark’s UMC, Napanoch, N.Y.
11/8: Newtown UMC, Sandy Hook, Conn.
11/9: First UMC, Middletown, Conn.
11/15: Crawford Memorial UMC, Bronx, N.Y.
11/16: Dix Hills UMC, Dix Hills, N.Y.
11/21: St. John’s UMC, Valley Stream, N.Y.

1/17–19/2012: Bishop’s Convocation
Bob Farr, author of “Renovate or Die: Ten Ways to Focus Your Church on 

Mission, will be the guest speaker. New location is the Villa Roma Resort & 
Conference Center in Callicoon, N.Y. http://www.villaroma.com/.

the foundation and support columns for the main fl oor beams has 
been repaired. The condition of the Prattsville church is similar, with 
the exception that repairs to foundation damage and shoring up of 
sagging fl oor beams still needs to be done. Our church in South Cairo 
needs to be sanitized and there is still some mud that needs to come 
out of the basement area.

We are so thankful for all the wonderful volunteers that have 
offered their time and energy to come and help us with disaster relief 
efforts in the Catskill Hudson District. It is great to see our Methodist 
connection in action. It inspires hope for us all.

Rev. Dale Ashby
Catskill Hudson Disaster Coordinator

Hurricane Irene Relief Fund
As of October 6, a total of $69,545 has been raised through the 

following sources:
 Park Avenue Trust: $25,000
 UM City Society: $10,000
 Bishop’s Partners in Mission: $10,000
 UMCOR: $10,000
 Local churches and communities: $14,545

While many have given generously, the needs are far greater than 
the current sum will address. UMCOR monies cannot be used to repair 
churches or parsonages. We urge all Conference congregations and 
individuals to consider making additional gifts of any amount to aid 
those churches in this time of need.

TO VOLUNTEER
Telephone: 914-615-2226
Email: nyacdisaster@gmail.com

TO DONATE
Online at: http://nyac.com/registrations/register/46
Via check: Make checks payable to NYAC with “Irene 
Relief” on memo line, and mail to: New York Annual 
Conference, Attn: Fran Collins, 20 Soundview Ave, 
White Plains, NY 10606

Irene Update

kindness, are sweet music to this bishop,” Park said. “Rev. Samuel leads 
God’s people by his example of following Jesus Christ.”

As the covenant service began, the afternoon sunlight swept patterns 
of bright diamonds across the fl oor and people alike. Standing amid the 
colorful glow, Samuel accepted the symbols of his new role as leader of the 
Metropolitan District. Rev. Leo Curry, head of the district superintendency 
committee, led Samuel through the affi rmation of his ministries.

It was attaining a Christ-like attitude that Samuel explored in his 
sermon before the gathering. Jesus Christ showed us how to be a true 
servant, he said. “We have to give up our own attitudes to take on the 
attitude of Christ,” he added, as a few “yes, preacher’s” peppered the air. 

He suggested that is the challenge for each of us. “Where is God calling 
us to obey? . . . what is our response? . . . Are we still saying, ‘Here I am, Lord, 
don’t send me, send someone else?’ ”

Samuel believes there is hope for the church today because the church 
is not a resting place. “That’s not what it’s all about,” he said. “Jesus Christ 
fi nished the work of salvation . . . Jesus is Lord, not anything else – not 
money, power, privilege or prestige.”

He brought his message to a close by recalling the words of a song he 
remembered from his childhood:

Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me
All His wonderful passion and purity
Oh, Thou Spirit divine, all my nature refi ne
Till the beauty of Jesus be seen in me

“The task is ours, to lift him up and make disciples as we transform 
this world,” he concluded.

After another hymn and prayer, Rev. Bill Shillady called for the offering 
and explained that it would go to benefi t the Hurricane Irene Relief Fund 
established by the conference. The Mamaroneck choir offered an energetic 
rendition of “Everybody, Let’s Praise the Lord” during the offertory.

Both celebrations, ended with a time of food and fellowship in the 
respective church halls.

OBITUARY
Rev. William H. Hunter III

Rev. William Henry Hunter III, died on September 11 in Rhinebeck, 
N.Y., at age 77. Hunter served our conference at Harriman and Southfi elds, 
Ashokan, Glenford and West Hurley, Hillsdale and North Hillsdale, Van 
Cortlandtville, Coxsackie and Earlton, Cairo, South Cairo and Round Top, 
Bayside, Rhinebeck and Hillside, Hancock, and Georgetown and Long 
Ridge. He retired in 1993.

He survived by his wife, Shirley Marie Risch Hunter of Kingston, N.Y., 
and a sister, Elinor Bayse of Cleveland. Six grandchildren and three great 
grandchildren also survive. He was predeceased by two sons, William H. 
Hunter IV, and Timothy Raine Hunter.

A memorial service celebrating his life was held September 24 at Saint 
James UMC, Kingston, N.Y. Expressions of concern may be sent to: Mrs. 
Shirley Hunter, 64 Garden Street, Kingston, NY 12401. Memorial gifts may 
be given to: Saint James UMC, 35 Pearl St., Kingston, N.Y. 12401.
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