
By Rev. Darlene L. Kelley
Four bishops graced the stage 

last night for the ordination and 
commissioning service, but one bishop 
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passion for the Word. Bishop Violet L. 
Fisher, preacher for the service, pounded 
the pulpit as she proclaimed, “Turn the 
page!” 

That phrase peppered her sermon and 
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by reading from the book of Isaiah in the 
synagogue.

“It didn’t just start here,” Bishop 
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stage. “The bishop gives you the authority, 
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
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here to heal the brokenhearted.  They 
need the church to be the church!” The 
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shouts of “Hallelujah” and “Amen.” 

The celebration included the ordination 
of nine elders, the commissioning of seven 
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associate members and one full elder, and 
the licensing of four local pastors. Bishop 
Park opened the service by introducing 
the special guests in attendance. Bishops 
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offered remarks of love, gratitude and 
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The ordination class of 2011 basks in the love of the audience after receiving their charge from Bishop Park.
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has been performing in cities across the 
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spirit.
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“You are hereby authorized to serve as 
a local pastor in the congregation,” Bishop 
Park proclaimed, and the entire arena 
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Then Conference Lay Leader 
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commissioning as a provisional deacon, 
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Continued on the next page

Bishop Violet L. Fisher



By Tom Coddington
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to the Board of Church and Society at 
its conference dinner on Friday.

Christie, assistant general 
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Church and Society, pointed out that, 
because of the national debt and the 
budget problems it has caused, many 
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budgets cut.

These include Headstart and the 
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) 
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He also said that as many as eight 
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they receive from all of the programs 
that are seeing their budgets cut. “We 
need to challenge the church to make a 

difference. This budget hurts children, 
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debt and poverty,” he said.

Christie also spoke of a situation 
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been arrested for being homeless. 
“Immigrants and the poor are being 
criminalized in many states,” he said.

He also indicated that, in many 
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lost their jobs. These are not family-
friendly policies,” he said.
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a burden on states that are also 
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as they are underfunded.

“We need to help people keep 
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Christie concluded.

By Tom Coddington
The electronic invasion referred to 
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commercialized “missionary tools,” being 
used electronically, can cause damage to 
the church.
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day.”

;���
2������
DMNOQ0D5
R
���
�J

commissioning of the disciples to spread 
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appeared.

“It proved to be crucial, and it provides 
a clue to our mission. It also serves as 
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disciple-making, bringing reconciliation 
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of our passion for mission. We cannot 

let decisions be made by machines, 
rather than people. We cannot let people 
be victims of the numbers,” he further 
intoned.
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requires a holy people to carry that out. 

We have to intensify human contact in this 
digital age. 
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younger people; global youth interaction is 
��
����
��
�
�
�������%
;�
������
������

����
����������%
<������
���
��
�����

�

from carrying it out,” he concluded.
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as associate members of the annual 
conference.
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“Take authority as an elder to preach 
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Sacraments, and to order the life of the 
Church,” Bishop Park instructed. “In the 
name of the Father, and the Son, and the 
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The seven provisional elders are all smiles after being commissioned.

General Conference 
Delegation
Clergy: Bill Shillady, Adrienne 
Brewington, Tim Riss, Constance 
Pak and Noel Chin. 
Laity: Fred Brewington, Jorge 
Lockward, Carolyn Hardin 
Engelhardt, Marva Usher-Kerr 
and Rashid Warner.

Jurisdictional Conference 
Delegation
The members of the GC 
delegation in addition to those 
listed below:
Clergy: Ed Horne, Kun Sam 
Cho, Ken Kieffer, Evelyn 
McDonald and Luisa Martinez-
Buck
Laity: Roena Littlejohn, Kevin 
Nelson, Natassia Velez, Chan 
Gilliam, and Bob Hunsinger.
Clergy alternates: David Henry, 
Judith Stevens and Stephen 
Bauman.
Laity alternates: Maria Maine, 
Richard Nicodemus, and Darlene 
DiDomenick.

Delegation leaders:���������	���
delegates elected by clergy and 
laity, Rev. Shillady and Fred 
Brewington, respectively, will 
head up the NYAC team. 
General Conference is April 
24-May 4, 2012, in Tampa, and 
the Northeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference is July 18-20, 2012, 
in Charleston, W. Va.
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Member attendance 
447: Clergy
516: Laity
85: Spouses and guests

Health kits 
6,055 shipped on Thursday

Offerings
$5,166: Anchor House
$4019: Black College Fund
$4,985: Ministerial Education 
Fund

God Bless You!
A colossal heart-warmed thank-
you to all who helped get the 
word out about the events here 
at the 212nd annual conference 
through words, photos, tweets 
and technical assistance: Stepha-
nie Parsons, Tom Coddington, 
Rev. Darlene Kelley, Melissa Hin-
nen, Jennifer Harmer, Rev. Kent 
Jackson, Ed Dayton, Elizabeth 
Christie, Barbara Eastman, Jean 
Strong and Lynda Gomi.
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Bishop Park recognizes associate members Carol A. Downs and Tom MacLeod.
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   Journal addition: Approved a request 
to include the resolution on the merger 
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journal.
    Revision of conference center 
authorizing resolution: A language 
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the conference center’s previous Bryant 
Avenue location. The generic language 
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year. 
    Capital improvement fund 
reimbursement:
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mortgage on the lands and buildings of 
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Camping Task Force that has been 
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    Epworth Center resolution: After 
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trustees to take action on the future of 
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treasurer to modify or possibly terminate 
the voluntary property and casualty 
insurance currently offered by the 
conference. About ¼ of the conference 
churches use the program. When churches 
fail to pay the premiums, the conference 
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to move them to other insurance programs. 
Churches unable to afford the insurance 
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from the conference.
    Trustee vote:
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vice president of the trustees at his home 
church.
    Chartering of two new congregations: 
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raised in the air accompanied by shouts of 
“Hallelujah!”
    Use of church sale proceeds: Chin 
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loan, ecclesiastical loan and a children’s 
program called, A Place of Peace. The 
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Barely missing a beat after knocking over a font, Bishop Park laughs with the 
audience about the power of baptismal water at the ordination service. 

Susan Woodworth, from left, Paul R. Meador, John Q. LeCain, and Michael H. 
Barry, Jr., received their licenses as local pastors during the Friday night service. 


