
By Rev. Darlene L. Kelley
“Hoo-Be-Lah-Sea-On,” Luisa 

Martinez told Ginny Carle.  “Hoo-Be-Lah-
Sea-On!”

��������	�
���
����		�������	�����
and Abbott and Costello had nothin’ on 
them.

Adorned with colorful garlands around 
their necks, 14 of 18 retiring clergy 
�������������������	��������������	��
while the congregation sang “Freedom Is 
Coming.” Then Rev. Luisa Martinez and 
�����"��#�	���$��		�%�&��'�����	�������
festivities with a routine that sent waves of 
laughter through the crowd. 
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is Jubilacion,” Luisa informed Ginny, “a 
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and joy.” 

  Indeed, the whole ceremony was 
joyful from the music to the comedy, from 
���������������������#��
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Bassinger-Ishii. 

“Retire, Rejuvenate and Live,” the 
congregation sang, and this year’s retirees 
�����������������������	���������'�	���
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of faithful service to God and the church; 
�����*�����	�������������	��/	�9/��
assembly.
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announced Rev. Eumin Kim, the retiree 
coordinator, and he knew at least one of 
them very well.  Eumin’s father, Rev. 
Joong Urn Kim, sat on the stage behind 
:������3��������3��<��+�*����	#���������

son to call his name.
“There are 

four district 
�/����	��	��	����	�
����#��/����=/��	�
noted, “and a clergy 
husband and wife 
retiring, Taka and 
Jeannette.”

   As Eumin 
Kim called out their 
names, the retirees 
rose to receive a 
warm hug and a gift 
of gratitude from 
:������<��+��0���
class of retirees 
includes:  Fred A. 
Allen, Jeannette Bassinger-Ishii, Magaly 
Beltre, Wilbert Taylor Bradley, Byung 
Chul Choi, George Englehardt, Mary 
Hoynes, Takayuki Ishii, Roy E. Jacobsen, 
Ovid Jermin, Johnny Johnson, Joong 
?�	�@����:�����D�������3�	���<��������
3���������/	#/�������	��)�	�����
Jane McCulloch Sibley and Dennis 
Winkleblack. 

  Yet, retirement may not be as restful 
as some imagined. Minutes after the 
������	���	�����:������<��+���''���
Winkleblack onto the stage and back to 
work.  Rev. Winkleblack may be retiring, 
�/�������������	��������:���������������	��
will not end.  “Retirement is also an 
�����	���	�P����������������'�������	��
the congregation laughed one more 
time before returning to the work of the 
conference.
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Rev. Luisa Martinez and Rev. Ginny 
Carle, above, shared their comedic 
skills to introduce the retirement ser-
vice. Below, Dennis Winkleblack and 
the bishop watch his retirement video.
  



By Tom Coddington
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John Wesley, Rev. Tom 
Carney offered “21 
)���'��)/##�����	�������
�������	#���/���������
the Town and Country 
Association at its annual 
Thursday breakfast. Rev. 
)�����<����������������
over the gathering 
in the absence of the 
����������	���������
mover, Rev. Doug 
Osgood, who underwent 
surgery last week.

Rev. Carney, who has 
�������7V�����������������
of the Greenville-Norton 
Hill UMC – one of the 
northernmost churches in the conference 
Z����+����������/������������/��������
had during his tenure. First of all, he 
noted, “The Greenville and Norton Hill 
churches had just merged, and I wanted 
����/�+��������	�����*����/�/�''�������	��

biggest attendance is on Christmas Eve, 
*��	�*���/''��/���''������������

The Greenville-Norton Hill church 
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big,” and “don’t be afraid to go into debt 
for the right reasons.” In the latter case, 
the former Norton Hill building (the 
Greenville building was sold), has been 
�2��	�����*�����/��	#�������	/����(	�
�������	�������������	#�������#������*�����
he does regularly, he also suggested that, 
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“It’s time to advertise that.”
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are a lot of blessings in continuity,” he 
concluded.

with mergers. In most 
mergers, within a year, 
the attendance shrinks to 
what the larger church 
had.”

Using some of 
the suggestions in the 
���+'��������������/���
he said, “The church 
now has an average 
����	��	������q66��	�
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several church leaders 
who, over the years, 
have made the success 
������'��

“We have a great 
����'��	��*��+������������
“It’s a seven-day-a-week 

ministry, and someone is 
there all the time. We are always sharing 
������������������������#�����*��������
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Rev. Carney commented on how 
=������/����������	#��������������'���������
church. That’s not the case any more; our 

By Tom Coddington
����/�'��*��������

dedicated their lives to social 
justice issues, in the New 
York Annual Conference 
�	������	������������������'�
honors from the Methodist 
Federation for Social Action 
�����������������		����	�
Thursday.

Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt 
and her husband, Rev. George 
Engelhardt, were introduced, 
����������'������������3�������
Anschutz and Taka Ishii.

“She really lives her 
faith, with dedication and 
commitment!” Anschutz 
���'�������)����	�������
everyone with her ministry, 
and she is connected 
throughout the world. She is 
+	�*	����������������'�����	��
her welcoming nature.”

&���'�	������	�����
“Everyone has an ‘Esther’ 
location in the world,” liking 
her role to that of the biblical 
Esther. “In our suburban 
churches, we have a lot of 
social justice systems. We 
need to be good stewards, and 

willing to do it.
“We need to be advocates 

��������������	��*��	�������
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that I am called to be at my 
‘Esther’ location,’” she said.

Ishii referred to George 
Engelhardt as “an easy target 
�����������������������	��
is genuine, and he is driven 
�����#�	/�	��������	�����

social justice. George has 
�'*�������	���
���������	����
�����'/	����������'������	��
everyone’s rights.”

The honoree remarked, 
“We need a commitment to 
�	�'/����	���������	���������
wherever we are. Sometimes 
it comes naturally and 
sometimes, out of necessity. 
We also need a commitment to 

God.”
=	#�'�������'������������

the situations in a royal 
courtyard with those in a 
brickyard, and noted that his 
congregation in Cheshire has 
“grown to value diversity. 
]��'�#/������������	���
Everyone’s gifts and graces 
should be witnessed to, with no 
time outs.”
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Kevin Nelson, from left, Jessica Anschutz and Taka Ishii congratulate Carol Hardin Engel-
hardt and George Engelhardt at the MFSA dinner.

Rev. Tom Carney



VOTING UPDATE
Clergy: Five more ballots on Thursday provided only one ad-
ditional delegate, Rev. Adrienne Brewington, superintendent of 
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erably. 
Laity: Voting was more fruitful with two additional delegates by 
day’s end: Jorge Lockward and Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt. 
Delegation leaders: Rev. Bill Shillady and Fred Brewington, 
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NYAC team.
Delegation numbers: ���������	��
��������
���������������
make up the team for General Conference on April 24-May 4, 
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ence, July 18-20, 2012, in Charleston, W. Va. Alternates will also 
be selected.

Rev. Tisha Jermin offered a series of liturgical dances during Thursday morning’s memorial service.

Taka Ishii, from left, Jeannette Bassinger-Ishii and Bishop Park during 
the retirement celebration.

Bishop Park congratulates Roy Jacobsen on 
his retirement.



Rejoice and be glad!
Blesssed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad!
Yours is the Kingdom of God!
– The Beatitudes – A Time to Remember

In a service that embraced the need 
to remember who we are, the New York 
Annual Conference gave thanks for the 
lives and Christian service of members 
��������'��#������������/�����*���*���	��
widowers, and children who have died in 
��������������
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The reading of the names recalled 
���������	��{�*����'������	��������������
���	�*�'��������������	�������������/#��
����*���/'���2�/��������	#����	����	��
������/��������	#��������|����3��+��	�
and Rev. Adrienne Brewington read 
the names of the deceased as they drew 
*������������'��#����'������	���������
in blue. The calling of the names was 
�/	��/������������'��/�#���'���	��	#����
Rev. Tisha Jermin, and the singing of  
“The Beatitudes – A Time to Remember” 
����������������	���	������#��������������
�����D�����	#�*�����	������*�����<�''��
��	#�*����������������/����������	#������
and comfort.
     In her sermon, Rev. Brewington noted 
that we had not gathered to mourn, but to 
recognize the deceased for who they were 
in the community of faith, for their lives 
and their work. Their leagacy would be 
��	���������/�������������
��'���������/���
of Christ.”

Brewington carried with her a West 
African statue of a griot. The griots are 
a hereditary class charged with learning 
the history of the community and telling 
it in story, song and dance. She said that 
����'�����������*����������������/���
of the griot. “And having it in my home, 
��'���������������*���(�����	���#�������
context.”

)�������''��������������	������
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her mother and father. Hearing those tales 
�������'�����/������	������'�����������
stories real for her.

������	#�����������/��������'�+��
hearing old family stories,” she said. “I 
claim Abraham and Isaac, and all the 
tribes in my family tree.” In remembering, 
we understand who we are, she added. 
:��*�	#��	�*�/'����������������	����
many times throughout her message.

She noted how the stories of Moses and 
~�������������������/	������	��	#����
�����*	���''������	������������9/������
Moses with all that he would need; Mary 
submitted her body and soul to God’s 
����	���'�	��

“The call to follow the Savior of 
����*��'������	�����/�'������	�	�����
�����2�'��	�����(������	���������'�
loyalty. Every other obligation has to be 
subordinate to it.” We must remember 
�����&��������������������
�������/����	��
���������������'��)������������*����/��
until the end of the age.

“To remember is to know who we 
are. God takes care of God’s own,” 
Brewington said –without demanding 
what we think we are worth, or demanding 
that we deserve better and more.

&���'���:��<�*�''�)����������������
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Before the sacrament was offered, 
:������<��+���''�������������	�����
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beloved former NYAC member who had 
served the conference as lay leader. (After 
�����������	�������������������������	����
of that the son of Rev. Sarah Diane Ford, 
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Johnson invited the gathering to Holy 
Communion. Laity joined members of 

����q6VV�����	����	�����������	�	#��	��
retirements classes to serve the elements 
throughout the arena.

Those who were remembered in the 
service are:
     Clergy: William A. Robbins, Ellen 
Oliveto, Charles A. Melano, Hak Nee 
Nam, Jodey R. Williams, Henry C. Abiola 
:��	�����='��������:���+���<�/'���'��	�
Bowles, Wallace T. Viets, Robert A. 
Traina, Frank A. Horbert, Sr., Julian Norris 
��������'�����3����''������������<�����''�����
~�����	�)���#����~�������:��	/���/��	��
Alfred Liberatore, and Thomas Irwin 
Vaughan.
     Spouses of Clergy: Sylvia Dietlin 
Olofson, Martha “Margie” Cheeks Oakes, 
Mary Ellen “Susi” Morrison and Rose 
Mildred Menninger Richmond.
    Widows and Widowers of Clergy: 
Edna Woodward, Sidney B. Robinson, 
Doris Carroll, Maryon H. Kelley Hall, 
Margaret A. MacKenzie, Thelma Allen, 
Lorla M. Nothdurft, Fannie Ellis Baker 
:��'����&���'�����<�'������	��''��3/�	����
Edwards Mercer, Elinor N. Hartt, June 
Butler, Magdalene Takaro Law, and Anita 
L. Bennett Boeck.
     Children of Clergy: Sally Marie 
x����/������'��	��3�	����	����)���#����
Henri Fils-Aime, Katrina Snow, and 
Jocelyn Gilles Day.
     Special Remembrance: George 
Backofen
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Rev. Fred Jackson and Rev. Adrienne Brewington lift water from a baptismal 
font as each name is read during the memorial service on Thursday night.


