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In New York in the autumn of 1766 
Philip Embury, an emigrant local 
preacher who had been converted to 
Methodism in Ireland, preached to 
a small group of five (including two 
servants) in his home, at the behest 
of his cousin Barbara Heck. 

When some 
of her fellow 
emigrants 
began to give 
up Methodist 
ways, Barbara 
famously 
broke up a 
card game, 
threw the 
cards into the fire, and reminded 
Embury of his responsibilities! From 
this first small group would come 
Wesley Chapel (later John Street 
Church) in 1768. 

Throughout 2016 the NYAC 
Commission on Archives and 

History (CAH), in cooperation with 
John Street UMC, will celebrate the 
250 years of New York Methodism 
that followed this first class meeting.

The CAH plans to produce 
educational resources documenting 
25 persons significant to the history 

of  the New 
York Annual 
Conference 
that can 
be used to 
facilitate 
discussion 
groups, 
prepare 
sermons, 
and teach 

confirmation classes. Other plans 
include production of a calendar 
celebrating historic places within the 
conference; storytelling workshops 
to be held during the year; and 
celebratory activities at Annual 
Conference 2016. 

Storytelling Workshop 2016 Marks 250 Years of Methodism in New York

What’s Your Story? Commission Prepares to 
Celebrate Anniversary YearCome tell stories of faith, grace, 

and our United Methodist 
heritage at 

Telling Our Stories 
An advanced Lay Servant 

Ministries workshop taught by 
Jerry Eyster. 

9am to 3pm November 14th and 21st 

United Methodist Church of Westport and 
Weston, 49 Weston Rd, Westport, CT
Enrollment limited to 20; all 

are expected 
to share stories 

and receive 
feedback. Fee is 
$15 per person. 

Participants 
should purchase 

and read Dancing with Words by 
Ray Buckley, available at www.
cokesbury.com, before the first 

session. 
Mail registration by Nov. 1st to 

Jerry Eyster, 628 Mill Hill Terrace, 
Southport, CT 06890 (include name, 

address, phone, email, and local church 
affiliation). Checks payable to UMC 

Connecticut District with “Telling Our 
Stories” on the memo line.  

Questions? Email jerryeyster@gmail.
com or call 203-319-1994.

Philip, you must preach to us, or 
shall we all go to hell together...!
Barbara Ruckle Heck, 1766
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Are you overwhelmed with church records? 
Watch for a one-day workshop on managing 
historical and current church records in March 
2016. An announcement about location and date 
will go out to all churches in January. 

Do you have a question? 
The Archives has answered over 150 historical 
inquiries so far in 2015. Are you searching for your 
ancestors? Perhaps they were baptized or married 
in a Methodist church - we can help you find the 
records. Is your church celebrating an anniversary? 

We might have historical 
information in our Local 

Church Vertical File. 
Contact us at archives@

nyac.com or 914-615-
2241.

Recently added 
collections 
Over the past few 
months the Archives 

has accessioned 
Annual Conference 

2015 records, Camps 
Governing Board records, 

additional Board of Trustees 
records, papers of Rev. Robert J. 

Payne, and a variety of Methodist history books.

Book cataloging project
Our project to add records into the Learning 
Center online catalog for the Archives book 
collection is continuing. Almost 100 books have 
been entered, and can be browsed by using the 
Advanced Search screen (choose “Archives” in the 
drop-down list under Location). Archives books do 
not circulate but can be consulted at the Archives 
during open hours.

News from 20 Soundview Avenue

What’s Happening 
at the Archives

Thank you for finding the pictures of my 
grandfather’s church. I saw it as a small child 
and thought I would never see it again...I 
appreciate your research very much. 

Do you want to organize your church’s historical 
records, but don’t have enough shelving or boxes? Is 
your storage space too hot and humid in summer? 
The Commission’s grant program can help! Begun in 
2014, this program makes available a total of $1000, 
distributing this amount 
through several smaller 
grants, which must be 
matched 1:1 by the local 
church recipients. 

Applications will be due 
February 29, 2016 for 
projects to take place 
between June 2016 and June 
2017. For more information, 
visit www.nyac.com/
localchurchgrantprogram.  

Anniversary of Methodism (continued from p. 1)

Commission Prepares to 
Celebrate... 

John Street 
UMC’s plans 
for its 250th 
anniversary 
year include 
production of 
a video about 
John Street’s 
history that 
will be shown 
at General 

Conference on May 16, 2016; an anniversary service 
in October 2016; and lectures and other public 
events still to be finalized. 

See the Commission Updates on page 4 of this 
newsletter for “sneak peeks” of some of the 25 
NYAC historical figures  and places to be profiled ...

...and join us in celebrating the rich and diverse 
history of the New York Annual Conference over 
the past 250 years. Visit www.nyac.com/250years for 
updated information as 2016 approaches! 

Need Help Preserving Records?

Apply for a Local Church 
Records Grant
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October is Archives Month

Have you ever wondered what an archivist is, and what 
he or she actually does? On October 1st, archivists 
around the country took to Twitter to respond to 

questions tweeted with the hashtag #AskAnArchivist. 
Read on for my answers to some of those questions, in 
the context of our conference archives.  

Ask an Archivist!
Why are archives important?
Archives provide a 
window into the past, 
connecting us to people 
whose lives were so 
different from our own. 
We can learn from things 
done well (or not so well)  
and we can be inspired 
by their faith, dedication, 
and determination. 

What do archivists do?
An archivist’s two main 
tasks are to care for the 
archival collections and to 
share them with others. 
Every day is different: I 
might inventory boxes of 
records, catalog books, 
research a reference 
question, give a tour to a 
confirmation class, teach 
a records workshop, or 
prepare an exhibit. 

What’s the oldest item in 
your collection?
In addition to the 
saddlebags, we have early 
handwritten conference 
journals beginning in 
1840 and a framed notice 
of the establishment of 
18th Street church in 
NYC in 1830. 

How do I donate something 
to the archives?
Just call or email! I 
am always happy to 
receive items that fit 
our collecting policy, 
including NYAC closed 
church records, historical 
booklets from current 
churches, and personal 
papers from NYAC 
pastors. archives@nyac.
com or 914-615-2241

What’s the coolest thing in 
your collection?
We hold the saddlebags 
of Freeborn Garrettson, 
a circuit rider preacher in 
the late 1700s and early 
1800s who rode hundreds 
of miles on horseback 
spreading Methodism 
throughout NY state and 
northward into Canada.

How can I preserve my family 
photos?
Store printed photos in 
archival albums (no acidic 
paper or “magnetic” 
albums) or in boxes, 
inside archival-quality 
envelopes. Digital photos? 
Good organization and 
multiple backups are 
crucial!
How can teachers use 
archives?
Documents and objects 
transport kids back in 
time, when worshippers 
strained to see the words 
by candlelight in tiny 
hymn books, singing to a 
few familiar tunes. A great 
way to make Methodist 
history come alive for a 
confirmation class!

How can I preserve audio and 
video?
Audio/videotape and CDs 
have very short lifespans. 
Currently, transfer to 
digital format and careful 
backup of digital files 
(multiple copies!) is best. 
Keep originals in a cool 
dry spot, since future 
technology may provide 
additional options for 
preservation. 
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Annual Conference 2015

As always, archivist Beth Patkus 
and CAH chair Leslie Reyman 
enjoyed visiting with old friends 
and new at the CAH table at 
Annual Conference! 

Leslie and Beth presented a plaque 
to Rev. Huibing He, Stella Law, 
and Arthur Ng to celebrate the 50 
year ministry of Chinese UMC in 
Manhattan (above). 

Conference attendees were also 
treated to a visit from John Wesley 
(below) who delivered a much-
appreciated historical message 
about conferencing as a means of 
grace. 

Updates from the Commission on 
Archives and History

Award Ceremony...
and a Surprise 
Visitor

 Find us at 
http://www.nyac.com/

archives  or 
call 914-615-2241

email archives@nyac.com

A grateful thanks to our departing members for 
their service and a very warm welcome to new 
Commission members Anna Bates, Eileen Holik, 
and Linda Kay Nealon!  

Vice-Chair Jerry Eyster will be offering a 
storytelling workshop in early November. See the 
first page of this newsletter for details. 

The Commission met in September and discussed 
plans for the 250th anniversary of Methodism in 
New York (see article in this newsletter). Here is a  
“sneak peek” at some of the people and places to be 
highlighted during the 2016 anniversary: 
 
•	 Alfredo Cotto-Thorner - founder of Anchor House
•	 Fanny Crosby - well-known Methodist hymn-writer
•	 Ralph Sockman - nationally-known radio preacher and pastor 

of Christ Church in NYC
•	 Elsie Stowe - first woman ordained in the New York East 

Conference
•	 Margaret Newton Van Cott - first woman licensed to preach 

in the ME Church
•	 James Varick - first bishop of the AME Zion Church

•	 Bethel Chapel, Croton-on-Hudson NY
•	 Commack UMC, Commack NY
•	 Five Points Mission, NYC (now Chinese UMC)
•	 Immanuel-First Spanish UMC, Brooklyn NY 
•	 Jesse Lee UMC, Easton CT
•	 New Paltz UMC, New Paltz NY

The Commission will meet next in early to mid-
November 2015. 

Commission on Archives and History - Leslie Reyman, Chair - Jerry Eyster, Vice Chair
Anna Bates - David Clemens - Lynda Gomi - Eileen Holik - Linda Kay Nealon - Jason Radmacher - Seymour Thomas

Ross Williams, Treasurer - Beth Patkus, Conference Archivist


