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C. Wesley Christman Archives 

New York Annual Conference  

Do your church records need to be organized? Feeling 
overwhelmed? Join us Saturday, March 7, 2015 from 11am 
to 3pm, at the NYAC Conference Center in White Plains, 
NY. A $15 donation will cover costs for a light lunch, 
handouts, and tote bag.  
 
Get more information and 
r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t  
www.nyac.com/archives or 
contact Archivist Beth Pat-
kus at archives@nyac.com or 
914-615-2241.  

Join Us for a Church Archives and Records Management Workshop! 

Story Telling will be front and center at 

the 2015 Annual Meeting of the Northeast 

Jurisdiction of the Com-

mission on Archives and 

History.  The Conference 

will be hosted by the 

New York Annual Con-

ference and will take 

place along the shore of 

western CT from May 12

-14, 2015, at the UMC of 

Westport and Weston and 

The Westport Inn.  

The 3-day annual meeting 

will include presentations on 

local Methodist history and on storytell-

ing; worship services; an NEJCAH busi-

ness meeting; and a bus tour of local 

Methodist-related historical sites.   

CT District Superintendent Rev. Betsy Ott 

will lead opening worship on Tuesday, 

May 12, at the UMC of 

Westport and Weston. 

The rest of the day’s ac-

tivities will include an 

afternoon business meet-

ing, dinner, and telling 

our story through song 

in a musical sermon enti-

tled “Come Christians, 

Join and Sing,” led by Rev. 

Kristina D. Hansen. 

A Wednesday historical tour 

will emphasize the stories of 

the Great Awakening and early Methodist 

preaching in southwestern CT. The tour 

will begin in New Ha-

George Whitefield, an English open 

air preacher and evangelist, traveled 

widely in the colonies and was one 

of the most well-known figures in 

colonial America 

...continued on page three 
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What’s New at the Christman Archives  
  As part of the Catskill-Hudson District Leader to Leader Training Days, Archives/Saving 

History workshops will be offered on Saturday January 31st at Catskill UMC and New Paltz 
UMC (by Rev. Bette Sohm, former NYAC Archivist), and on Saturday February 7th at 
Margaretville UMC and Monticello UMC (by Beth Patkus, NYAC Archivist). If you are in the 
Catskill-Hudson District, go to http://www.chdistrictumc.org/district-news/ for registration 
information. Please also note that a general archives and records management workshop 
will be offered at the Conference Center on March 7, 2015.; register at www.nyac.com/
archives.  

 The Commission on Archives and History will continue its Local Church Grant Program this 
year. The application deadline is February 27, 2015, for grants to be awarded in May 2015. 
See the article below for more information. 

 Continued thanks go to volunteer extraordinaire Ron Schultzel, who continues his project of 
making preservation photocopies and transcriptions of our early circuit records. Thanks, as 
always, Ron, for your continued ministry at the Archives!  

 The Archives has begun to add records for its book collection into the Learning Center online 
catalog. Archives books do not circulate, but can be consulted at the Archives.  

 The Archives answered 160 historical inquiries in 2014. Do you have genealogy or church 
history questions? Contact us at archives@nyac.com or 914-615-2241. 

 Recent acquisitions include: additions to Annual Conference Session Records, 2008-2013; 
additions to the Conference Secretary Records; records of Whitestone-Epworth UMC (1931-
1973); a Bible belonging to Rev. Charles P. Corner, a pastor in the NY Conference in the late 
19th century; and additions to the Local Church Reference Collection.  

grant program, distributing this 
amount through several small-
er grants. The amount of the grant 
must be matched 1:1 by the local 

church; e.g., the 
amount requested 
must equal the 
amount the church 
will contribute to the 
project.  

Last year’s grant re-
cipients were Christ 
UMC in Beacon, NY 
(for a project to mi-
crofiche some of the 

church’s oldest records), Immanuel-
First Spanish 

Local Church Grant Program 

...continued on page four 

Do you know where your church 
records are stored? What condition 
are they in? Are they in need of 
preservation? The Commission on 
Archives and His-
t o r y ’ s  L o c a l 
Church Grant Pro-
gram can help! 

This grant pro-
gram was offered 
for the first time in 
2014 to help local 
churches with the 
preservation of 
their historical rec-
ords. The Commission is making 
available a total of $1000 for the 

Support the Christman 

Archives! Each $10 donation 

will receive a stylish, reusable 

shopping bag (stores in a small 

pouch). 

Send donations to the Archives 

(made out to NYAC, with 

Commission on Archives and 

History in the memo field) or 

visit the Support Us page at  

www.nyac.com/archives. 

http://www.chdistrictumc.org/district-news/
http://www.nyac.com/archives
http://www.nyac.com/archives
mailto:archives@nyac.com
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NEJCAH Meeting (continued from p. 1) 

ven at Yale University, learning about  the roles played by Jonathan Edwards and George 

Whitefield in the spiritual formation of the area.  

The First Great Awakening was an evangelical movement that swept the American colo-

nies in the 1730s and 1740s and had a lasting impact on American Protestantism. The 

Great Awakening emphasized the importance and power of immediate, personal reli-

gious experience. The preaching of Rev. Jonathan Edwards, a Christian philosopher and 

pastor in Northampton MA who is now recognized as one of North America’s foremost 

theologians, played a large part in the Great Awakening. In 1739 the young Anglican 

preacher Rev. George Whitefield arrived from England, his reputation as a great pulpit 

and open-air orator preceding him. His emotional and dramatic style of preaching, em-

phasizing the conversion experience, attracted thousands at a time. His last sermon (at Bos-

ton Common) on his 1739-1740 tour was reportedly given to 23,000 people. He returned to 

America for two more preaching tours in 1744 and 1769.   

The afternoon bus tour will cover several sites of interest in the surrounding area, including:  

 Old East Village Methodist church (now maintained by the Monroe Historical Society) in Monroe, CT, one of the 

oldest Methodist structures in CT;  

 Jesse Lee UMC in Easton, CT, which is still active and dates back to the early 1800s;  

 the grave site of Fanny Crosby (one of the most prolific hymn 

writers in history, producing over 8,000 hymns  and gospel songs, 

and a household name by the late 19th century) in Bridgeport, CT, 

as well as the nearby graves of P.T Barnum and Charles Sherwood 

Stratton, who performed under the name “General Tom Thumb,” 

in Barnum’s extravaganzas; 

 Greenfield Hill Congregational Church in Fairfield, CT 

(established in 1725), where Whitefield preached during one of his 

tours; and 

 the memorial stone in Norwalk, CT where Jesse Lee (a Methodist 

Episcopal clergyman who established Methodism in New Eng-

land) preached his first sermon in Connecticut in 1789.  

Wednesday will conclude with an evening program presented by Pat Thompson about 

Rev. John Mars, the first African-American received in the New England Conference. This 

presentation will be in memory of Bishop Martin D. McLee, who, prior to his untimely 

death, had expected to offer this program. 

Thursday morning’s activities at the UMC of Westport and Weston will include: complet-

ing the business meeting; a presentation by Jerry Eyster on “United Methodist Glue: Stories 

of Struggle, Ministry, Mission and Faith;” and a workshop by storyteller Lorraine Hartin-

Gelardi, who will teach storytelling techniques using specific examples from local Method-

ist congregations, with the goal of sharing faith stories with congregations and communi-

ties. Closing worship will be followed by lunch.  

Jonathan Edwards, pastor of 

the First Church in 

Northampton, MA 

Jesse Lee Memorial UMC, 

Easton, CT 

Fanny Crosby, author of many 

well-known Methodist hymns 

Anyone with an interest in Methodist history is welcome to attend. For more 

information and to register, go to http://www.nyac.com/archives, or call 914-

615-2241, or email archives@nyac.com. We hope to see you there! 

http://www.nyac.com/archives
mailto:archives@nyac.com
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UMC in Brooklyn (for a project to improve storage for the 
church’s records from Immanuel Swedish Methodist Church 

and First Spanish Methodist 
Church, which merged in 1966), 
First and Wesley UMC in New Ha-
ven, CT (for a project to purchase 
shelving and archival enclosures for 
historical records), and Simsbury 
UMC in Simsbury, CT (for a project 
to acquire additional storage furni-
ture for its church archives).  

Projects eligible for funding might 
include, but are not limited to: pur-
chase of storage furniture, purchase 
of storage enclosures (boxes and/or 
folders), purchase of equipment to 
improve the environment in a rec-
ords storage space (e.g., a dehumidi-
fier or air conditioner), or preserva-
tion microfilming of records.  

This year’s deadline for submitting 
grant applications is February 27, 
2015. See http://www.nyac.com/
localchurchgrantprogram for more 
information, or contact Archivist 
Beth Patkus at 914-615-2241 or  
archives@nyac.com.  

Local Church Grant Program (continued from p. 2) 

Immanuel-First Spanish Church, above, 

and a photograph documenting its former 

Swedish congregation, below.  

Tips for Preserving  

Church Records 

 

 Use archival (acid-free and 
buffered) folders and boxes to 
store historical records. See 
below for sources. 

 Store records in archival boxes 
on metal shelving, or in hang-
ing folders/archival folders in 
metal file cabinets. 

 Keep the storage environment 
moderate (below 70 degrees 
and below 50% relative hu-
midity is best) and stable year-
round. 

 Make preservation copies of 
records (microfilm is still best 
for preservation, and can be 
combined with scanning for 
access).  

 

Sources for archival supplies: 

www.hollingermetaledge.com 

www.gaylord.com  
www.lightimpressionsdirect.com 

www.universityproducts.com 

Commission Updates 

 The Commission on Archives and History met Janu-
ary 17, 2015 at the Conference Center in White 
Plains. The Commission continued planning for the 
NEJCAH meeting in May and discussed the 2016 
CAH budget and plans for celebrating the 250th an-
niversary of Methodism in New York in 2016.  

 The next Commission meeting will be held on April 
11, 2015. 

 If you would like more information or are interested 
in participating in the Commission’s work, please 
contact Leslie Reyman, Chair, at leslienyacar-
chives@hotmail.com.  

A Note from the CAH Chair 

 On behalf of the members of the 
Commission on Archives and History and myself, 
we extend our gratitude for your continued 
generous support of the C. Wesley Christman 
Archives. 

 Your paid shared ministry (local church) 
apportionments, in addition to many individual 
donations ensure that our ministry can continue.   

 Your donations help the past live! Thank 
you for supporting our ministry to preserve the 
history of the New York Annual Conference. 

… Leslie Reyman 

http://www.nyac.com/localchurchgrantprogram
http://www.nyac.com/localchurchgrantprogram
mailto:archives@nyac.com
http://www.hollingermetaledge.com
http://www.gaylord.com/c/Preservation
http://www.lightimpressionsdirect.com
http://www.universityproducts.com

