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C. Wesley Christman Archives 

New York Annual Conference  

2016 is the 250th anniversary of the first Methodist class held in New York City. The 
Commission on Archives and History will be planning events to celebrate this mile-
stone. Contact us at archives@nyac.com or 914-615-2241 if you would like to help!  

Join Us in Celebrating the 250th Anniversary of Methodism in NY! 

The Commission on Archives and History 

will honor the Chinese United Methodist 

Church at the 2015 NYAC An-

nual Conference. CUMC was 

organized in 1966, but the his-

tory of Methodist missions 

to Chinese immigrants in 

New York City goes back 

much further.  

It has been more than 150 

years since the first Chinese 

immigrants arrived in the 

U.S., where they were not 

welcomed with open arms. 

Immigration began in the 

1840s and rapidly increased 

during the 1850s and 1860s 

due to the California gold 

rush and the construc-

tion of the transconti-

nental railroad. Chinese 

laborers worked for low wages to send 

money back to their families in China, 

which unfortunately fueled anti

-Chinese sentiment.   

Tensions and prejudice even-

tually led to the passage in 

1882 of the Chinese Exclusion 

Act. This prohibited the im-

migration of Chinese labor-

ers, with exemptions for 

teachers, students, merchants, 

and travelers. The Act was 

extended several times, but 

was finally repealed in 1943 

when China and the United 

States became allies during 

World War II. It was not until 

the Immigration Act of 1965, 

however, that the re-

maining restrictions 

were removed, allowing 

George Whitefield, an English open 

air preacher and evangelist, traveled 

widely in the colonies and was one 

of the most well-known figures in 

colonial America 

...continued on page three 

CUMC occupies the historic 

Five Points mission building. 

Historic Wesley Chapel (later renamed John Street 

Church), the first Methodist Church in New York City.  

mailto:archives@nyac.com


P A G E  2  

C .  W E S L E Y  C H R I S T M A N  A R C H I V E S ,  N E W  Y O R K  A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E  

What’s New at the Christman Archives  
 TELLING OUR STORIES: in Fall 2015  the Archives plans to offer a new local church workshop 

on using story to share your history. Watch our website and Fall newsletter for more 
information!  

 The Archives has begun to add records for its book collection into the Learning Center online 
catalog. Archives books do not circulate, but can be consulted at the Archives.  

 The Archives has answered more than 80 historical inquiries thus far in 2015. Do you have 
genealogy or church history questions? Contact us at archives@nyac.com or 914-615-2241. 

 Recent acquisitions include: additions to CT District Records and Board of Trustees Records.  

NEJCAH Annual Meeting Held in CT 
More than a year of planning paid 
off as the NYAC Commission on 
Archives and History hosted a very 
successful NEJCAH Annual Meet-
ing in Westport, CT.  

A group of more than 60 Methodist 
historians and archivists from 
throughout the Northeast Jurisdic-
tion heard presentations ranging 
from a musical sermon to a histori-
cal paper on Rev. John Mars to a 
storytelling workshop. They also 
enjoyed a tour of Yale University 
and Methodist historic sites in the 
New Haven area.  

Next year’s meeting will be hosted 
by the Peninsula-Delaware Confer-
ence.  

Support the Christman 

Archives! Each $10 donation 

will receive a stylish, reusable 

shopping bag (stores in a small 

pouch). 

Send donations to the Archives 

(made out to NYAC, with 

Commission on Archives and 

History in the memo field) or 

visit the Support Us page at  

www.nyac.com/archives. 

Rev. Fred Day, 

GCAH General 

Secretary, 

addresses the 

group. 

Jesse Lee UMC, Easton CT 

East Village 

Methodist 

Meeting 

House, 

Monroe CT The group participates  in 

Rev. Kristina Hansen’s 

musical sermon.  
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large numbers of Chinese to immigrate.   

In the late 1800s anti-

Chinese sentiment sent 

some immigrants east to 

settle in the large cities. In 

1870 there were approxi-

mately 200 Chinese in New 

York City, but by 1900 

there were more than 7000. 

They settled in Chinatown, 

situated east of the Five 

Points district, notorious in 

the 1800s as a high-crime 

slum whose residents suffered horrific living 

conditions. A Methodist mission was begun at 

Five Points in the 1850s, and in 1878 we find the first mention of a Chinese even-

ing school and religious services, initiated at Five Points by Chu Bok, a young 

Cantonese ministerial student. From 1883 until 1894 there was a well-established 

Methodist Chinese Mission there, staffed by Mary A. Lathbury, superintendent, 

and Chu Bok.  

The second Chinese mission work in the New York Conference be-

gan at the Church of All Nations on Manhattan’s lower east side in 

1904. Originally known as the East Side Parish, this church minis-

tered to the many immigrant groups that resided in the area. Mary Banta, the daughter of a 

Methodist minister and graduate of the interdenominational Brooklyn Union Missionary 

Training School, was asked to take over the Chinese work at East Side Parish. She directed this 

work for the following thirty years, becoming beloved within the Chinese community. She and 

the church’s pastor were personally involved in at least one late-night rescue of a Chinese 

woman who had been enslaved in a “house of ill repute” for over a year. Upon her retire-

ment in 1934 Banta and a group of Chinese worshipers left the Church of All Nations for rea-

sons unknown (they later affiliated with the Lutheran Church), and Chinese work at the Church of All Nations was 

discontinued.  

The ministry of the current Chinese United Methodist Church grew out of a 

group of Chinese Christians who worshiped in a classroom at Five Points 

Mission long before 1966. In the Spring of 1966 a merger with the Sea and 

Land Presbyterian Church resulted in the movement of all programs to the 

new church except the Chinese group, which 

had voted against the merger. How were the 

vacated Five Points facilities at 69 Madison 

Street to be used? It soon became clear that the 

huge influx of Chinese immigrants to the area 

(a consequence of the 1965 Immigration Act) 

could benefit from a place for Methodist 

worship, as well as for other activities.  

Thus was formed the Chinese Methodist Church, with Rev. Moses Lee (already on staff 

at the former Five Points Mission) as pastor.  The church provided a place for new im-

migrants to feel a sense of belonging, and its mission was not just 

The stained glass window at 

CUMC in memory of the 

incorporators  of Five Points 

Mission, 1856  

CUMC lay servants receive their certificates, April 2015 

Rev. Moses Lee preaching, 1976 

Mary Banta 

...continued on page four 

A view of New York’s Chinatown in 1909. 

Photo courtesy of Library of Congress.  
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to actively preach the Gospel, but also to help people “understand God’s bounti-

ful love through church-sponsored social welfare activities.” Services were con-

ducted in Chinese, with an English service added in 1980.  

Early community outreach activities included a community center, adult English 

classes, the Mei-Wah Chinese School (with an after school center), and a summer 

day care center – as well as Boy Scouts and numerous sports, music, and other 

clubs. In 1972 the Chinese Methodist Community Center (CMCC) was estab-

lished as a separate non-profit entity. By 1978 the church had about 250 members 

and the church and CMCC programs served approximately 300 people per day.   

The CUMC has had only three senior pastors in its almost 50 year history (Rev. 

Lee, Rev. Benjamin Chiu, and the current pastor, Rev. James K. Law, who has 

served since 1993). They  have been assisted by a number of associate and volun-

teer associate pastors. In 1989 a daughter church (the Flushing Chinese Mission, 

now Flushing Chinese UMC) was organized, and in 1997 the Five Points Mission 

donated the 69 Madison Street building to CUMC, helping to build a permanent 

Chinese United Methodist presence in Chinatown.  

The church helped the Chinatown community survive the 9/11 tragedy with its 

resulting emotional stresses and economic hardships. The CUMC’s ministry has focused on several areas over the 

years: Christian education; small group ministry using the ChristCare model; evangelism through AlphaChinatown 

(outreach to non-Christian families that participate in CMCC), the AlphaCourse (a series of evangelistic talks and 

small group discussions), and the Joyful News Festival (an annual cooperative program with nearby Chinese 

churches); mission work in China, Russia, and Malaysia; and social action to meet the needs of immigrants in the 

community (including youth ministry and the church’s Immigration Legal Clinic).  

CUMC continues to be a vital part of the Chinatown community, witnessing to God’s grace and love through its ser-

vice to those in need, and looking forward to celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2016. We honor CUMC for its long-

time ministry to the Chinese community in Manhattan’s Five Points area. 

Chinese UMC Honored (continued from p. 3) 

Pastor James K. Law and his son, Rev. 

Simeon Law, also a NYAC pastor.  

Mt. Zion Church Annniversary 
Archivist Beth Patkus visited Mt. Zion Church in 

Somers, NY on March 31, 2015 to give a talk to the 

Somers Historical Society about the history of Mt. 

Zion church, which is one of the oldest Methodist 

buildings in Westchester County and is owned by the 

Historical Society.  

Mt. Zion was built in 1794 and was part of the New 

Rochelle Circuit and later the Cortlandt Circuit. As 

new churches were established to the east in railroad 

towns and as New York City extended its water sup-

ply system northward, Mt. Zion’s congregation 

declined. The last service was held at the church 

in 1897.  

It was under the care of the Katonah Methodist 

Church and was used periodically for services 

until the 1930s, but then fell into disuse. When it 

was severely vandalized in 1970, arrangements 

were made for its restoration by the Somers His-

torical Society and the transfer of ownership from 

NYAC to the Historical Society. It was placed on 

the National Register of Historic Places in 1990.   

Photo courtesy 

of Somers 

Historical 

Society, Somers 

NY 


