
On April 26, 1968, Evangelical United Brethren Bishop 
Reuben H. Mueller and Methodist Church Bishop 
Lloyd C. Wicke (at that time 
Bishop of the New York 
Area, as well as chair of the 
Methodist committee that 
drafted the merger proposal) 
joined hands and repeated in 
unison: 

“Lord of the church, we are 
united in thee, in thy church, 
and now in The United 
Methodist Church. Amen.” 

With those words, The UMC 

was born. But what seems like a simple merger had 
behind it a long history of denominational divisions and 

reunification. 

The Methodist Episcopal 
Church (MEC) in America 
was organized in 1784. In 
1816 and 1821 some African 
American members split 
off to found the AME and 
AMEZ denominations, while 
in 1830 white Methodist 
congregations left to form the 
Methodist Protestant Church 
due to disagreements about 
the role of laity 
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The 1968 Uniting Conference in Dallas, TX (photo from umc.org)

Remembering the End of the Central Jurisdiction 
In addition to giving birth to a new denomination, the 
Uniting Conference in 1968 officially brought to an end a 
very painful chapter in Methodist history - the almost 30 
year existence of the Central Jurisdiction. This segregated 
racial jurisdiction for African-American churches was a 
condition of the 1939 reunion of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church; the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; and the 
Methodist Protestant Church. It was opposed by many 
and the fight to end it began as soon as it was established. 

However, the establishment of the Central Jurisdiction was 
by no means the beginning of this story. African American 
Methodists faced racism and discrimination from the 
earliest days of the denomination, and their responses 

varied according to their circumstances and perspectives. 

John Wesley, Francis Asbury and other early Methodists 
were strongly opposed to slavery and the early church 
in America made a statement against it at the Baltimore 
conference of 1780 - but existing customs and laws in 
America quickly compromised these principles.  

In the New York Conference, African-American members 
of John Street Methodist Society (then known as Wesley 
Chapel) had segregated seating and 
were the last to be brought to the altar 
for Holy Communion. To protest  
these indignities they found a separate 
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in church governance. 

In 1844 the church divided into the MEC and the MEC, 
South over the issue of slavery, foreshadowing the societal 
conflict to come. It was not until 1939 that the two 
churches, along with the Methodist Protestant Church, 
came back together to form the Methodist Church.   

The EUB was formed in 1946 from the merger of the 
United Brethren in Christ and the Evangelical Church 
(formerly the Evangelical Association), both of which 
had close ties to Methodism. Philip Otterbein, founder 
of the United Brethren, was a friend of Francis Asbury. 
Jacob Albright, founder of the Evangelical Association, 
was a Methodist who began organizing classes among 
his fellow German-speaking Americans. His followers 
eventually formed their own church since English-
speaking Methodists would not accomodate them.   

The 1960s, a time of social turbulence, also saw a 
movement towards unity within many Protestant 
denominations. The new United Methodist Church 
became the second largest denomination in the U.S., 
with 11 million members. While many social issues 

remained to be addressed, the prevailing feeling at 
the Uniting Conference was one of hope for the 
future. 

In the 50 years since its founding, The UMC has 
created numerous new commissions and agencies; 
elected African American, female, and Hispanic 
leaders to the episcopacy; established new conferences 
in Africa; and helped countless people in the U.S., 
Haiti, and elsewhere recover from disaster through 
its Committee on Relief (UMCOR). For more 
infomation, visit http://www.umc.org/topics/the-
50th-anniversary-of-the-united-methodist-church. 

Conference Records transferred from UM City Society
In April 2018 the conference archivist and UM 
City Society staff identified and sorted records to be 
transferred to the conference archives from City Society 
storage at 475 Riverside Drive in New York City. The 
Archives accessioned 54 boxes of New York Conference 
records, which included records from various local 
churches, including historic Swedish. Norwegian, 
and Japanese congregations; records of the New York 
Deaconess Association; records of the Conference 
Trustees, and additional New York and New York East 
conference records. These records will be sorted and 

processed over the next several 
months. 

England 
Pilgrimage
Bishop 
Bickerton 
and the 2018 
ordinands 

were 
accompanied 

by clergy, laity, 
and staff (including 

archivist Beth Patkus) on a 
pilgrimage to England in March 

2018. We were privileged to visit a number of sites 
relating to John Wesley’s life. See the back page of this 
newsletter for a collage of photos. 
 
District Records Digitization Project Continues
The Commission on Archives and History continues 
to assist with the project to consolidate and digitize the 
non-permanent records of the district offices. Thus far 
about 200 boxes have been retrieved for digitzation into 
eBridge, a document management 
system. As the project proceeds, 
materials are being identified for 
transfer into the archives.  

What’s Happening at the Archives

UMC Birthday (cont.)

50th Anniversary (cont. from p. 1)

 Find us at 
http://www.nyac.com/archives  

or call 914-615-2241 or
email archives@nyac.com

Bishops Mueller and Wicke look on as children from The EUB 
and the Methodist Church shake hands at the 1968 Uniting 

Conference in Dallas, TX (photo from umc.org)

News from 20 Soundview
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meeting space in 1796, led by James Varick, a licensed local preacher, and Peter Williams, 
a former slave and sexton at John Street. In 1800 the group built its own church, Zion 
Chapel, and in 1921 officially separated from the ME Church, creating the African Methodist 
Epsicopal Zion Church (AMEZ) and electing James Varick its first bishop. 

Similar developments had occured earlier in Philadelphia, where in 1787 Richard Allen, also a 
licensed local preacher, led a group of African Americans to find a separate place for worship, 
eventually leading to the organization of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church in 
1816, with Allen as its first bishop. 

There were, however, many African Americans who chose to stay in Methodist Episcopal 
Church, sustained by the Wesleyan message of love and salvation. In practical terms, however, 
staying within the denomination resulted in the establishment of separate African American churches, one of the oldest 
of which is African Zoar in Philadelphia, organized in 1796. 

By the early 1840s disagreements about slavery between northern and southern conferences had reached a point where 
division seemed the only possible solution. Separation was approved at the 1844 General Conference, bringing the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South (MECS) into being. 

Soon after 1844 African American local preachers and lay people began lobbying for their own annual conferences, 
particularly in the urban North. They saw this as an opportunity for ordination, conference membership, appointments 
as district superintendents and bishops, and representation at General Conference, all things that were not possible 
within the white conferences.   

In 1864 General Conference voted to allow African American 
mission conferences, and between 1864 and 1925 twenty-
five were established. The first two were the Delaware and 
the Washington Conferences in the Northeast. In the south, 
African Americans left the MECS in droves after the Civil 
War. Some joined the AME and AMEZ churches, but others 
joined the ME church, and eventually African-American 
conferences were also organized in the southern states. These 
conferences provided a way for newly freed African American 
Methodists to acquire the education and training needed to 
rise in the church hierarchy. 

There were, however, some churches that did not join these 
conferences; two in New York were St. Mark’s in Manhattan, 
organized in 1897 by Rev. William F. Butler, who returned 
to the NY Conference from the AMEZ Church; and Salem 
Church (a mission of St. Mark’s), organized in 1902 in a 
storefront on Nicholas Avenue in Harlem.

Thoughts of reuniting the northern and southern churches 
began in the late 19th century and negotiations began in 
earnest around 1911. By that time the early promises of 
Reconstruction had faded. Jim Crow laws had been enacted 

in the south, and racial violence (both in the north and the south) had become more common. When reunion finally 
occured in 1939, the Central Jurisdiction enshrined racial separation in the church’s constitution, a great disappointment 
to African American Methodists who had seen the separate conferences as a transitory way to achieve full inclusion in 
the church.  

Commemorating a difficult past (cont. from p.1)

Remembering the End of the Central Jurisdiction (cont.) 

cont. on p. 4

Pastor of one of the largest African-American congregations in 
the country (St. Mark’s, above, relocated to Harlem in 1926), 
Bishop Lorenzo King was elected in 1940 by the Central 
Jurisdiction. King was the first African-American bishop 
elected from the New York Conference. He was outspoken in 
his opposition to the Central Jurisdiction, and thus his election 
as bishop was highly symbolic. Bishop King served until his 
death in 1946, and became a trusted and beloved leader.
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Ross Williams, Treasurer - Beth Patkus, Conference Archivist

The southern church would not agree to reunion without 
the establishment of jurisdictional administrative units: five 
geographic and the Central Jurisdiction, comprised of the 
African American conferences across the United States. The 
geographic jurisdictions also protected southern interests by 
ensuring that they were not assigned bishops from areas that felt 
differently about segregation. 

The African American churches that did not belong to the black 
conferences were included in the geographic jurisdictions; of the 
twelve African American Methodist Churches in metropolitan 
New York in 1940, nine were in the Philadelphia District of 
the Delaware Conference of the Central Jurisdiction. Three in 
Manhattan, St. Mark’s, Salem, and Mount Calvary, were in the 
New York Annual Conference. 

Neither the New York East nor the New York conferences supported 
the Central Jurisdiction and they regularly sent petitions to General 
Conference for its elimination. In fact, the New York East delegation to General Conference so vehemently opposed 
the Central Jurisdiction that they voted unanimously against reunion in 1939. 

In the 1950s churches were allowed to begin transferring into the geographic conferences if they desired, and in 1964 
General Conference voted to end the Central Jurisdiction. The same year the NY and NY East Conferences reunited, 
and the pastors and churches from the Delaware Conference were eagerly received into the New York Conference. 

Commemorating a difficult past (cont. from p. 3)

Central Jurisdiction (cont.)

Bishop and Ordinands Enjoy Wesley History Tour

At the 1968 Uniting Conference: asking “Where do we go 
from here?” Black Methodists for Church Renewal (BMCR) 

was formed in 1968 to address ongoing issues of racial 
equality in the new denomination. (photo from umc.org)

Wesley’s rooms, Oxford

John Wesley’s birthplace at Epworth

Wesley’s Chapel, 

The New Room, Bristol Coventry Cathedral
Grave of Samuel Wesley, Epworth

Christ Church, Oxford


