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commitment of prayers, presence, gifts, and service; 4.  cooperative ministry; 5.
partnership in ministry; AND, 6. Clergy and Laity as the Body of Christ;

WHEREAS, “The New York Annual Conference through the grace of God embodies
a beloved community of hope, building up a healthy Body of Christ, with heart-
warmed United Methodists in mission for the transformation of the world..”

WHEREAS, The fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22) should be evidenced in and during all
sections and sessions of the New York Annual Conference proceedings,

THEREFORE,  The New York Annual Conference urges all its delegates to promote
unity in its body by being sensitive to, and by yielding to, the workings of the Holy
Spirit; and, by showing restraint in the presentation of their positions. and by showing
restraint in the presentation of their positions.

Submitted by:  Administrative Council of Bakerville United Methodist Church.
Unanimously approved:  February 2, 2007

PETITION AC #2007-328

RESOLUTION ON THE PEACEFUL RECONCILIATION OF KOREA (DRAFT)

WHEREAS Since its division in 1945, the two Koreas, South (the Republic of Korea
– ROK) and North (the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea – DPRK), have been
in a situation of tension and conflict politically, socially, and militarily. Through the
years, however, efforts have been made to ease the tension and conflict on the
Korean Peninsula by nations that have been involved in the situation of ROK and
DPRK including USA, China, Russia, and Japan.

WHEREAS during these years of conflict, Christians in the USA and ROK have
actively interacted with the Christians in DPRK to find ways to reduce tensions and
promote openness for reconciliation between ROK and DPRK.  As one of the major
partners in this ecumenical effort, The United Methodist Church, through the General
Board of Global Ministries (Global Ministries), has also been very active in the
interaction with the Korean Christian Federation (DPRK). Through UMCOR, the
humanitarian relief and development Unit, Global Ministries has provided significant
aid to the people of DPRK. Global Ministries has been also working closely with the
Korean Methodist Church (KMC) to address the issues related to the reconciliation
on the Korean Peninsula. We reaffirm the United Methodist position against all nuclear
weapons.

WHEREAS beginning 1990’s, the nuclear weapons program of DPRK has become a
central issue for promoting peaceful reconciliation of the two Koreas.  Although there
have been several Agreements made between nations including USA and DPRK in
terms of easing the situation with the DPRK’s nuclear weapons program (i.e., the
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Agreement  on Cooperation of Non-aggression and Exchange in 1991, the Agreed
Framework in 1994), thus far none have been effectively implemented to accomplish
the absence of nuclear weapons on the Korean Peninsula.

WHEREAS in 2003, a new effort, the Six-Party Talk,  to address the issue of DPRK’s
nuclear weapons program was begun with the following nations: ROK, DPRK, USA,
Russia, China, and Japan. There has been no significant progress until the fifth
round of talks in February, 2007. During that meeting, DPRK finally agreed to shut
down its nuclear facilities in exchange for  fuel aid and for the normalization of
diplomatic relations with the USA and with Japan.

THEREFORE BE IT IS RESOLVED as efforts are made through the Six-Party Talk to
find ways to dismantle DPRK’s nuclear weapons program, it is recommended that
New York Annual Conference undertake the following to ensure the peaceful resolution
to the nuclear weapons issues and also to speed up the process for the reconciliation
of the two Koreas:

1. Engage in prayer of penitence and petition with the Korean people with Christians
in the north and south, and support the efforts of the Korean Methodist Church,
the National Council of Churches of Korea (ROK), and the Korean Christian
Federation (DPRK) to seek peace and reconciliation (as adopted by the 2004
General Conference on the Reunification of Korea)

2. Urge the governments of the Six-Party Talk to faithfully participate in the Talk
and implement  strategies that will peacefully dismantle DPRK’s nuclear weapons
program and lay out the foundation for the reconciliation on the Korean Peninsula.

3. Place an intentional effort to encourage local churches in the Conference to
continue participating in humanitarian aid to the DPRK under the supervision of
UMCOR of Global Ministries.

4. Urge the US government to pay closer attention to the situation with North
Korean refugees and provide a systematic assistance as they seek asylum in
the USA.

5. Urge the Government of People’s Republic of China to begin the process of
recognizing North Koreans who cross the border seeking asylum for political
and economic reasons as refugees.

6. Designate a Sunday for the Peaceful Reconciliation of Korea and offer resources,
in working with Global Ministries, for worship and teaching for local churches.
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Respectfully Submitted

265.2

Endorsed by the Korean Caucus of the New York Annual Conference & the General
Board of Global Ministries

PETITION GC #2007-302

RESOLUTION FOR MANDATORY ANTI-RACISM TRAINING

WHEREAS, racism and the underlying reality of white privilege continue to pervade
virtually all social and political institutions in the United States, including the church;

WHEREAS, systemic racism causes grave harm and diminishes the human potential
of all persons and degrades the spiritual and moral level of the U.S. as a nation;

WHEREAS, God has anointed the church, as the body of Christ, to bring good news
to the poor, proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, and to let
the oppressed go free.  However, we as the body of Christ have not always fulfilled
these sacred responsibilities in our ministries.  We, the NYAC, acknowledge our
need to collectively repent of our participation in racism in our church and our society;


