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BISHOP’S UNITY TASK FORCE

DOUGLAS P. CUNNINGHAM, CHAIRPERSON

101. In the context of division around homosexuality, the Bishop’s Unity Task Force
has been engaging people in the New York Annual Conference in dialogue
aimed at moving toward unity in the body of Christ. We believe that conflict
need not be divisive. Rather it can produce growth, deeper understanding and
stronger relationships. We have not expected all people to come to the same
understanding of these issues. But we have engaged in genuine dialogue within
the context of prayer, worship, study, the sharing of experiences and a
commitment to respect and listen to one another in hopes of achieving greater
understanding and a willingness to recommit ourselves to work together as
members of the one body of Christ.

102. After initial training in the circle process, we held a series of three conference-
wide pilot dialogues in 2006. We then asked Rev. Scott Summerville to conduct
an all-day training session for twelve circle stewards in January, 2007. Several
of the circle stewards then facilitated dialogues in their districts. One dialogue,
conducted by Seymour Thomas and Paul Jefferson, gathered a group of thirteen
lay people at Vanderveer Park United Methodist Church in Brooklyn on April 14
and May 5, 2007. A second dialogue, conducted at Christ Church in Manhattan
by Doug Cunningham and Denise Smartt Sears, involved twelve pastors in
October of 2007.

103. The dialogues follow a “circle process” which asks participants a series of
questions. Participants take turns responding out of their personal experience
and then passing the “talking piece” to the next participant. Each is allowed to
speak without interruption. Since participants know when their turn to speak is
coming, they are free to really listen to one another for deeper understanding.
One participant was representative of the sentiments of many when he remarked
that he was surprised how freely people spoke. Several noted how they
appreciated the opportunity to speak without interruption and have people really
listen to them.

104. In December, 2007, the Unity Task Force reported to Bishop Park that the
assigned task has been completed noting that the work at this point will happen
most fruitfully in dialogues conducted by circle stewards in the districts. The
Unity Task Force recommended that the trained circle stewards in each district
be made available for dialogue at the discretion of district leaders. Bishop Park
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respected the decision and thanked the task force members. Those interested
in pursuing dialogue are encouraged to contact the following facilitators:
New York Connecticut District: Edwin Jones and Sondra
Metropolitan District: Denise Smartt Sears and Robert Bobb

Long Island West District: Paul Jefferson and Seymour Thomas; or Dillon
Bergen and Shirley Pettiford
Long Island East District: Royston Bailey and Carmen Ortiz

105. The other trained circle stewards are Allen Pinckney, Unity Task Force cabinet
liaison and Doug Cunningham, Unity Task Force chairperson. Other Unity
Task Force members include Juanita Middlebrook and Hugh Hamilton.

BLACK METHODISTS FOR CHURCH RENEWAL
DARYL NORMAN, CHAIRPERSON

The New York Chapter of BMCR celebrates 40 years of Black Methodists for Church
Renewal. BMCR was organized in 1968 as a forum for Black Methodists to define
issues and develop strategies for change within The United Methodist Church. Our
goal is to empower Methodists of African descent for effective witness and service;
involve them in the struggle for economic justice; and expose racism at all levels in
the church. During Annual conference we met for dinner and celebrated our retired
clergy and welcomed new clergy. We also sponsored our annual BMCR weekend in
February 2008 at Salem UMC with Bishop Forrest S. Stith as our preacher for the
event. We considered this a great weekend. We still seek ways to increase monthly
participation and increase membership in order to meet the mandate of BMCR. We
will host the NE Jurisdictional meeting Oct 24-25, 2008 and are planning an exciting
weekend. We meet monthly every 2nd Tuesday at Fordham UMC, Bronx NY. We

continue to pray for God’s favor.
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