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106. The Board planned to organize a forum on immigration in the fall of 2007, but
could not find a date on which all of the parties involved were available.  We
continue to consider the immigration issue a priority and are seeking ways to
do education and advocacy around this concern in the coming year.

107. Board chairperson Jeff Wells attended the “Living Faith, Seeking Justice”
conference in Fort Worth, Texas in November 2007 and came back with a
wealth of contacts and information valuable to our conference.  Some of this
material is available on the General Board website: www.umc-gbcs.org.
Some 700 persons attended the conference, including at least 30
representatives from the Central Conferences.

108. CBCS will again have a display table and dinner (scheduled for Friday
evening) at the 2008 conference session and continue to build our mailing
list to expand the network of clergy and laity we can reach with
announcements, action alerts, and educational opportunities.

BISHOP’S TASK FORCE ON HOMOSEXUALITY
Sara E. Goold, Chairperson

For Information Only — This Report Was Not Presented to the Annual
Conference Session

101. In response to the June 2005 petition #2005-301 of the New York Annual
Conference, the Bishop appointed a special task force to plan and program
a Conference-wide study on homosexuality, using the existing resource: the
United Methodist Church Studies Homosexuality.

102. Beginning in February 2006, we met monthly at the conference Center in
White Plains.  We discussed several strategies for implementing the
Conference-wide study on homosexuality and decided on the following plan
of action.

103. Orientation sessions for the purpose of familiarizing leaders with the material
and teaching some group process fundamentals were offered in several
locations throughout the Annual Conference.   Representatives from
approximately 35+ churches in four locations attended these sessions in
September, 2006. Leaders were recruited from within and beyond the task
force membership.

Long Island — leaders: Ms. Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt and Rev. Lynda Bates-
Stepe
Manhattan — leaders: Ms. Margaret Ince and Ms. Marlene Jones
Manhattan — leaders: Rev. Hector Laporta and Mr. Jorge Lockward
Catskill Hudson — leaders: Rev. Ernie VanderKruik and Rev. Karen Monk
Connecticut — leaders:  Rev. Roy Jacobsen and Ms. Carolyn Hardin
Engelhardt
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