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SECTION 2:  CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES AND 
MINISTRIES OF NURTURE

All sections were approved by the indicated votes and were included in 
the consent calendar affirmative vote. The votes shown are those from the 
legislative section for each item. There were no petitions in this section.

CAMpING AND RETREAT MINISTRIES

Betty Slavicek Gastelua, Chairperson

Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

101. The Camping and Retreat Ministry of the New York Annual Conference offers 
natural settings where all are welcome. Here the experience and respect for 
God’s creation connects people in an oasis where Christian community and 
adventures invite spiritual growth.

102. The Camping and Retreat Ministry operates three properties across the lower 
part of New York State: Epworth Center (located in High Falls) Kingswood 
Campsite (located in Hancock) and Quinipet Camp and Retreat Center (located 
on Shelter Island). Together, the three camps represent the largest holding of 
real estate in the New York Annual Conference.

103. The Governing Board of the Camping and Retreat Ministry of the New York 
Annual Conference is a prudent and judicial steward of these properties and the 
unique ministry taking place at each center. 

104. Our strategic goals include recruiting a diverse group of “customers” who 
value nature, renewal of the spirit, and the enrichment of relationships and want  
to return again and again to the sites to experience these things. We offer  
our guests welcoming and engaging program opportunities and are responsive 
to their needs with committed and compassionate staff, volunteers and  
board members.

 105. As the New York Annual Conference looks to build up its own healthy body of 
Christ and its 450 PLUS congregations the more opportunities we have to serve 
our fellow United Methodist Churches. The Camping and Retreat Ministry 
looks to partner with the churches and assist them in their path of growth. 

106.	 Finally,	the	Governing	Board	operates	these	sites	with	financial	integrity	and	
sustainability	to	ensure	these	valuable	assets	operate	efficiently	and	effectively	
well into the future.

107. Finances: The Camping and Retreat Ministries three sites had a combined 
program income of $1,446,000 and a combined program expense of 
$1,377,000 in 2009. Thus a surplus of $69,000 from operations was realized in 
2009. This surplus allowed for a reinvestment into the infrastructure. 

108. Audits: The Camping and Retreat Ministry’s financial position is strong as 
demonstrated by the completed 2008 audit. A joint audit for 2009, will for the 
first	time,	combine	the	Conference	Committee	for	Finance	and	Administration	
and the Conference Trustees with the Camping and Retreat Ministry. This 
combined three-part audit is currently underway and the process will demonstrate 
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the viability of the program and illustrate three areas of expenditures: property, 
infrastructure and program. 

109. Capital Investment: Since 2006, the Camping and Retreat Ministry has 
made a $1,360,000 investment into the infrastructure of all three sites 
combined. Considering the value of the overall properties, the amount of 
work	accomplished	has	been	astonishing	and	is	due	mainly	to	fiscal	prudence,	
competitive bidding, and volunteer contributions of time and talent. Funds have 
come	from	five	primary	sources:	1)	Fundraising;	2)	Surpluses	from	programs	
and	operations;	3)	Distributions	from	the	Session	Woods	Fund,	4)	Borrowing	
from	commercial	sources;	and	5)	Money	due	the	New	York	Annual	Conference.

110. Administrative Structure: Quinipet Camp and Retreat Center currently is 
serving	as	the	Ministry’s	Headquarters.	Director	Greg	Nissen	provides	oversight	
of all three sites and coordinates common operations as well as integrates 
conference activities. 

111. Epworth’s Major Achievements - Directors Karen and Terry Cianci Retreat 
traffic	continues	to	grow	at	Epworth	resulting	in	an	increase	in	volume	of	29%.	
In 2009, we had 119 retreat groups visit Epworth: 31 were Methodist churches, 
19	were	other	denominations,	25	were	affiliated	with	Green	Phoenix	and	44	
were	other	non-profits.	There	were	a	total	of	8,590	visitors	to	the	camp.

112. Epworth hosted	the	Catskill-Hudson	District	day	event	in	May	2009,	with	341	
people attending, including Bishop Park. Epworth also hosted Take the Lead in 
August, training for young conference leaders.

113. YMCA Camp Wiltmeet was held for the second year at Epworth. The Y’s 
numbers were lower than they had hoped. There were approximately 200 
children per week for each of the YMCA’s nine week program.

114. Chickadees Day Camp was our own in-house camp, which ran concurrently 
with the YMCA camp. Chickadees had between 9 and 16 children per week 
over our 8 weeks of camp.

115. Camp Epworth supported the local community by holding the Easter Sonrise 
service, attended by about 60 people from 5 area churches. The local churches, 
including Rondout Valley UMC, also held Vacation Bible School at Epworth in 
August. We sponsored a dinner-and-a-movie fund raiser for the Rondout Valley 
Food Pantry. 

116. Work on the Sustainable Farmhouse progressed, with the installation of water 
and	electric	line	in	the	spring.	Plastering	workshops	finished	the	outside	walls.	
Second	story	floorboards	were	installed	over	the	winter.	We	project	a	September	
completion date. A special appeal raised nearly $6000 for doors and windows in 
the Farmhouse.

117. Other capital improvements include:
•	 Reconstruction	of	the	wellhead	for	Well	#1	to	meet	Health	Department	code.	
•	 Installation of a second chlorine pump in the Pump House to provide a 

more steady supply of chlorinated water. 
•	 Upgrade of the water system was made to maintain a supply of drinking 

water during power outages. 
•	 Two	new	pavilions	were	built	near	the	Dining	Hall	and	another	by	the	Pool,	

increasing the number to 5 total on the property. 
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•	 A new roof was installed on Mouse House in the fall.
•	 Wifi	was	extended	to	the	Dining	Hall.
•	 A new pool bottom drain and vacuum breaker were installed to bring us 

into compliance with the Virginia Graeme Baker Act.
•	 Metal roofs on the Barn, Maintenance Building and Homestead cabins 

were painted.
118. Kingswood’s Major Achievements - Director Cheryl Winship - Kingswood 

celebrated its 50th Anniversary as a camp in the New York Annual Conference. 
A book was produced with a written history and photographs of Kingswood. 
Also included were stories and testimonials from campers and volunteers over 
the	 years.	 Holly	Moore,	 Family	 Camping	 Program	Director,	 researched	 the	
history and worked with Kristen Mathis, long-time Kingswood Site Committee 
member and graphic designer to compile the book. A celebration was held June 
27 at Kingswood.Throughout the summer, the historical presentation was given 
every	Tuesday	evening	following	the	Manager’s	Pot	Luck	Dinner.

119. Summer usage for Family Camp was	 up	 slightly.	 Program	 Director	 Holly	
Moore provided interesting programs receiving good reviews on the customer 
surveys. Anna Keane was the lifeguard for the entire summer. 

120. Participation in the Volunteer Work Weekends also increased, with new 
participants enjoying this wonderful opportunity to work and eat in community 
with other volunteers. 

121. Capital Improvements:	The	barn	has	received	new	siding	on	50%	of	its	façade,	
and this work continues into 2010. Hathaway Farmhouse porch has new sub-
structure and decking. The dam at the lake, constructed in the 1940’s and which 
was	damaged	in	the	flood	of	June	2006,	has	had	some	initial	work	completed	
on it and an engineering report is being drafted to determine the scope of work 
for refurbishing it for the long-term. 

122. Woodsmoke Camp for Kids had a total of 54 campers per weeks which was 
a decline from 2008’s high of 71. Cynthia Price is the Woodsmoke Program 
Director.	 Julie	Wityk	 is	 the	Woodsmoke	 Registrar.	 In	 2009,	 chaplains	 were	
Ginny	Stevenson	and	Dale	Ashby.

123. Quinipet’s Major Achievements - Director Gregory Nissen — We continue 
to develop new and innovative programming in order to meet the needs of our 
customers and potential customers we hope to attract. These efforts serve to 
boost our revenue and help us to maintain our affordability. Quinipet’s total 
earned revenue in 2009 is the most ever received. 

124. The retreat programming and food service at Quinipet has grown between 2008 
and	2009	by	4.4%.	

125. The day camp and community sailing programs have grown exponentially 
over the past 5 years. These programs, along with our environmental education 
program that is in demand by school groups, have become additional revenue 
sources to support our traditional overnight camp and church retreat programs. 

126. The Sue and George Klein Welcome Center and Infirmary at Quinipet 
is	 the	 first	 new	building	 on	 the	 camp	 since	 the	 1970’s.	At	 the	 end	 of	 2008,	
Quinipet received the donation of a house valued at $250,000. In September 
2009, the house was moved to Quinipet and at the end of February 2010, it 
was	 set	 on	 a	 new	 foundation	 adjacent	 to	 the	Dining	Hall.	The	 project	 is	 on	
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track and will be in operation during the summer camp season this year. A 
holistic and multifaceted plan of increasing awareness and solicitation among 
identified	constituents	for	this	specific	project	has	been	successful.	In	addition,	
individuals and work groups have been volunteering their time and talents and 
in some cases even materials, to help keep labor costs as low as possible. 

127. This model of fundraising and volunteer ministry for discrete projects is one 
we plan to replicate at each of the sites as we seek to maintain and upgrade 
facilities and improve infrastructure. 

128. In closing, the Camping and Retreat Ministry has looked to God for direction 
and discernment throughout all the trials and tribulations that we face. We know 
that God wants us to listen to him as told in Psalm 46:10… “ Be still and know 
that I am God.” 

COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAMpUS MINISTRY 

Rev. Vicki I. Flippin, Chairperson; New York Education Society,  
Dr. J. Elizabeth Clark, President
Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

101. Our Annual Conference supports and nurtures college students and seminarians 
of all ages through the Commission on Higher Education and Campus Ministry. 
We support the work of campus ministers across our Annual Conference, and 
through the New York Education Society, we oversee the scholarship and loan 
opportunities made available through the Annual Conference and the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry. 

102. There are seven campus ministries supported by the New York Annual 
Conference. Four of the eight are ecumenical Protestant ministries. These four 
are:	Rev.	Ralph	Merante	at	SUNY	New	Paltz;	The	Long	Island	United	Campus	
Ministries (LIUCM), an umbrella organization for campus ministries at Long 
Island	colleges	and	universities;	SUNY-Delhi	(Rev.	Martha	Vink);	and	Western	
Connecticut State University (Rev. Mark Horton). Three are based out of United 
Methodist congregations: Westside Campus Ministry (Church of St Paul & St 
Andrew,	Manhattan,	Rev.	Manny	Santiago);	Yale	Methodist	Fellowship	(First	
&	Summerfield,	New	Haven,	Rev.	Sara	Lamar-Sterling)	and	United	Church	of	
Westville campus ministry (Rev. Won-Guen Kang). If your congregation would 
like to get started in this important ministry, please contact the Commission. We 
are happy to resource others who seek to reach out to students, faculty and staff 
at the higher education institutions within the bounds of the NYAC.  A limited 
amount of funding is possible.

103. The New York Education Society administers our Annual Conference 
scholarships to support students from our Annual Conference who may not 
be eligible for aid from the General Board of Higher Education & Ministry 
(GBHEM), since those scholarships are geared towards United Methodist-
related	colleges	and	universities.	This	committee	is	chaired	by	Dr.	J.	Elizabeth	
Clark. The NY Education Society Fund is managed by GBHEM. The New 
York Education Society Scholarship disbursed $15,000 in scholarship funds 
in 2009, for the 2009-2010 academic year. We were proud to have three NYES 
Fellows this year, who were each awarded $1000 scholarships. They were Julia 
Madden (St. Paul & St. Andrews UMC), Chloe Girot (Nichols UMC), and 
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Theresa Adewale (Faith UMC). In 2009, we also had six NYES Scholars, who 
each	received	$750.	These	were	Rosa	Cummings	(Springfield	Gardens	UMC),	
Elisa Vicioso (Knickerbocker UMC), Victoria Kittoe (Ghana UMC), Lauren 
Dodillet	 (Huntington	UMC),	Nichole	 Fray	 (Bloomfield	UMC),	 and	Katelyn	
Exner (Ulster Heights UMC). We also awarded seven new book grants of $500 
each	to	Edward	Merritt	(Union	UMC),	Darlene	Irons	(Butler	Memorial	UMC),	
Emma	Sanborn	(St.	James	UMC),	Tracy	Laderer	(UMC	of	Seacliff),	Donald	
Wentler (Simpson UMC), Ashley James (Woodycrest UMC), and Byungkook 
Lee (Ridges and Roxbury UMC’s). This year’s economic turmoil led to many 
more applications to NYES. In response to student need, we decided to give out 
more	scholarships	than	usual.	Although	we	usually	give	scholarships	to	first-
time applicants, eight book grants were given to returning applicants. These 
went to Alicia Thompson-Gee, Justin Thompson-Gee, Olivia Horne, Andrew 
Yau,	Amanda	Yau,	Paul	John,	Deonne	John,	and	Ekow	Commeh.

104.	 The	United	Methodist	Student	Day	offering	is	an	essential	way	to	support	our	
Conference Merit Scholarship program.  A rebate from this offering funds our 
Conference	Merit	Scholarship,	awarded	to	Deja	Armstrong	of	Butler	Memorial	
UMC	(DePauw	University)	and	Kimberly	Leak	of	Westbury	UMC	(American	
University). If your congregation doesn’t usually participate in UM Student 
Day,	encourage	them	to	do	so.	It’s	a	great	way	to	assist	students	of	all	ages	with	
the monumental task of paying for their educations. In addition, participating in 
World Communion Sunday offerings supports the Crusade Scholarship program 
of the General Board of Higher Education & Ministry. We encourage all 
NYAC churches to support these scholarship offerings to help educate the next 
generation of United Methodist leaders in our churches and our communities. 
Thank you for your support.

105.	 Each	 year	 the	 Commission	 receives	 a	 report	 from	 the	 GBHEM,	 Office	 of	
Loans & Scholarships detailing scholarship and loan recipients. The Board 
administers a number of different scholarship programs. To students in the New 
York Annual Conference, the Board awarded 5 Gift of Hope, 9 Ethnic Minority, 
3 HANA, 4 United Methodist General, and 5 Brandenburg scholarships, 2 
United Methodist Allocation, 1 Miriam Hoffman, and 1 Richard S. Smith, 
totaling $33,450. In addition, 10 loans totaling $50,000 were given. 7 award 
recipients are students at seminaries or schools of theology.  

106. Many thanks to the members of the Commission for their commitment to 
students of all ages and to higher education in our Annual Conference. Your 
time and attention are greatly valued. 

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS AND ROLE OF wOMEN

For Information Only — This Report Was Not Presented to The Annual 
Conference Session

Rev. Judy Stevens, Chair
101. This year, CCOSROW supported the work of the General Commission On The 

Status And Role Of Women through monitoring and raising awareness about 
the status and role of women in the United Methodist Church. CCOSROW 
monitored plenary sessions of Annual Conference, legislative section meetings, 
and both the Commissioning and Ordination Services.  The following categories 
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were monitored: Clergy / Laity, Male/Female, Race & Ethnicity, Younger / 
Older	Adult,	and	Persons	with	Disability.

102. The categories were applied to persons presiding and presenting, and to those 
who	were	recognized	to	speak	from	the	floor.		A	full	report	has	been	forwarded	
to the Bishop and cabinet.  These areas for improvement were noted:
1. In general, women who were recognized as speakers during plenary sessions 

were white clergywomen.
2. The number of women recognized as speakers during the administrative plenary 

sessions,	i.e.	CF&A	and	Health	Benefits,	was	less	than	25%	of	the	whole.
3. In both the Commissioning and Ordination Services, the representation of 

women	in	a	presiding	position	was	less	than	25%	of	the	whole.
103.	 CCOSROW	 worked	 to	 establish	 Listening	 Posts	 in	 each	 District,	 to	 share	

the full monitoring report.  Thanks to these women who agreed to facilitate a 
Listening Posts:  Laura Galbraith, Maxine Nixon, and Koonae Lee.

104. In the coming year, CCOSROW plans to work toward empowering and 
equipping lay and clergy women for leadership in our New York Annual 
Conference.

CONFERENCE COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES — pART 2*

* There is no report for “Conference Council on Ministries — Part 1”

Ann A. Pearson – Director of Connectional Ministries
Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

101. The 2005 Annual Conference introduced a new Quadrennial Theme, “For 
Such a Time as This.” The secondary theme for 2009 was “We are a Beloved 
Community of Hope.” Each year of this quadrennium celebrates the four 
principles of our conference Vision Statement.

102. A special thanks to the Session Committee for planning an excellent conference! 
103. Bishop Park invited Lay Speakers to participate in the Saturday morning session 

of	the	2009	Annual	Conference.	Rev.	Dr.	Kwasi	Kena,	from	the	General	Board	
of	Discipleship,	 led	 a	 special	 session	during	 the	Wednesday	 afternoon	Laity	
Session and again on Friday afternoon for Lay Speakers. Again he challenged 
the Annual conference on Saturday to focus on Evangelism and church 
community involvement.

104.	 The	especially	gifted	Rev.	Dr.	Safiyah	Fusia,	from	GBOD,	taught	the	conference	
Bible Study – wonderful! 

105. Lay speakers were treated to a lunch in their honor and invited to stay for the 
Ordination Service! 

106. We were glad to welcome Good News TV as our audio/video team for 2009. 
GNTV will continue to be our techno team for the next 5 years. 

107. The centerpiece of our table display was Missions. Interactive displays brought 
attention to Volunteers in Mission and other opportunities for the local church 
and beyond. Thank you to our exhibitors (78 in all).
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108. Local churches contributed 4000+ health kits for shipment to Mission Central 
in Mechanicsburg, PA for distribution through UMCOR. 

109. The work of the Connectional Ministries Vision Table (CMVT) continues to 
prioritize its ministry in line with the Conference Vision Statement, adopted 
in	2006.	To	“build	up	a	healthy	body	of	Christ,”	Natural	Church	Development	
was introduced to the Annual Conference in 2006. By the fall of 2008, 88 local 
churches	have	taken	surveys	to	begin	the	NCD	process	toward	Healthy	Church.	
As we ended the calendar year, appointments with local churches for orientation 
visits	number	150	churches.	Churches	who	engage	in	the	NCD	process	have	
experienced	amazing	results.	The	web	site	for	the	Natural	Church	Development	
is www.ncd-international.org. 

110.	 The	 Office	 of	 Connectional	 Ministries	 in	 partnership	 with	 District	 Council	
on Ministries has responded to invitation to present a workshop related to 
Passionate Spirituality, called The 3 Colors of Ministry. Materials for these 
events	featured	Natural	Church	Development	resources.

111. We want to thank THE VISION editor, Joanne Utley, for her work. Beginning 
in July 2009 – the VISION became available online exclusively. There are low 
resolution, high resolution, and large print editions. Resource magazines will 
be	created	to	help	provide	training	tools	for	local	churches.	The	first	will	be	on	
Stewardship. www.nyac.com.

112. Neal Bowes continues to consult in the area of Youth Ministries. This year, The 
Bishop’s	Confirmation	Rally	was	part	of	the	IGNITE	09	Youth	Gathering.	Our	
special thanks to the newly organized Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
(CCYM) under the leadership of 35 amazing youth and adult sponsors led by 
Pastor Tisha Jermin. Check out the Youth website www.umyouth.com.

113. Rev. Jim Stinson continues to serve as consultant for Older Adult Ministries. 
He has led district, cluster, and local church seminars and is currently writing a 
very popular column for Older Adult Ministries in THE VISION on line. 

114. Lynda Gomi began her role as consultant in the area of Children’s Ministries. 
She continues to work with local churches upon request and has presented 
cluster and district workshops. Safe Sanctuaries is an important component of 
the training for Children’s Ministries. A special thank to Rev. Beth Perry for her 
dedication to this important ministry.  Please note that the catalogue of Learning 
Center resources is available online at www.nyac.com. 

115.	 The	email	newsletter	from	the	Office	of	Connectional	Ministries	has	become	
a major tool for information sharing. The online newsletter reminds local 
congregations of opportunities and shares interesting and effective links to 
ministry ideas. The listserv reaches more than 3,900 email addresses. Special 
thanks to Jean Strong for her work to create the database and her creative 
editing. Please note that email addresses are critical to communications!

116. Connectional Ministries continues oversight of the Camping and Retreat 
Ministries	of	the	New	York	Annual	Conference.	Their	report	will	show	financial	
stability,	aggressive	program	development	and	site	improvements	reflecting	a	
preferred future. Capital improvements are a major concern! 

117. The Budget Committee of Conference Vision Table continues to adjust its 
budget	to	reflect	the	encouragement	of	new	initiative	ministries	while	supporting	
active committees. This year, we added Lynda Gomi as the Learning Center 
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Consultant.  The increased exchange of print and video resources has been due 
to the energy and commitment of our dedicated consultant.

118. Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie continues to bring energy and passion in Mission and 
Outreach	 to	 the	 Office	 of	 Connectional	Ministries.	 International	 Volunteers	
in Mission from the New York Conference are involved in remarkable life 
changing	work.	Joseph	continues	to	train	folks	in	the	area	of	Disaster	Relief.	He	
travels with his message of mission when invited by local churches or districts. 
Joseph’s “Going for the Gold” program has brought outstanding response 
throughout the conference. Are you wearing the mission hat? 

119.	 In	 2009,	 the	 Office	 of	 Connectional	Ministries	 was	 pleased	 to	 partner	 with	
Conference Finance and Administration to create a Stewardship Consultant 
position. Rev. George Engelhardt	 has	 been	 working	 with	 District	 training	
events. The response has been quite positive.

120. Rev Arturo Maine continues as our Hispanic Consultant. His dedication to 
building ministry has been gratefully appreciated by the Hispanic community.  

121. Connectional Ministries could not function without my Administrative 
Assistant, Jean Strong. She is the “bring order out of chaos”, “how to,” “where 
is it,” database expert! Thank you, Jean!

122. Bishop Park will invite 5000 people to the Annual Conference 2010. A special 
Mission and Ministry exhibit will be hosted under three Tents on Saturday 
morning.	The	event	will	be	magnificent!

123.	 As	Director	of	Connectional	Ministries,	it	is	my	role	to	be	a	“listener”	around	
the conference, to respond to the educational needs raised by committees, 
boards, the Cabinet and to be ever aware of the sparks of a new idea that may be 
developed	into	amazing	ministry.	It	is	my	role	as	DCM	to	work	with	the	vision	
of our Bishop Park, Cabinet and the Conference Vision Statement, toward a 
preferred future of ministry. In addition to my portfolio, I have visited over 
150	churches	in	the	role	of	introducing	NCD	to	local	congregations.		This	year,	
I traveled the conference with Sunday School Training Workshops, 3 colors 
of Ministry Workshops, taught in Lay Speaking Schools and consulted with 
individual churches. 

124.	 The	Office	of	Connectional	Ministries	continues	to	work	with	Brick	River	for	
its Web site and particularly Barbara Eastman, whose creativity continues to 
push us into the world of technology. Thank you!!! 

125. I celebrate what God is doing through The United Methodist Church and the 
pockets of superb ministry that I encounter. I see evidence of “Open Hearts, 
Open	Minds,	Open	Doors”	everywhere	I	go!	“We	are	the	people	of	The	United	
Methodist Church.”

COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES - CATSkILL HUDSON DISTRICT

Donna Jolly
Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

101. God has been so good to us! This past year has been a great one for us 
northerners, wet and cold but great and beautiful!

102. We held two different training events. The spring one, Spring Ahead, was held 
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in March at Margaretville and New Paltz. Our fall event, Filling Your Tool Box, 
was held in October at Monticello and Greenville Norton Hill. Both were great 
successes. As you can see, we held each event in two different locations in 
our	large,	and	beautiful,	District.	This	proved	to	be	a	good	plan	as	both	events	
were very well attended. We appreciated all the work the leaders put into these 
sessions and for the team that put the training events together.

103.	 We	held	our	First	Annual	Camp	Meeting;	District	Conference	at	Camp	Epworth	
on May 16th. There	were	activities	such	as	spelunking,	ropes	course,	canoeing;	
and quiet time for meditation at the Chapel in the Woods, walking the Labyrinth, 
and sitting with friends over a cup of coffee and of course there was great food. 
Music was provided by Glory Road, from St James UMC, as we celebrated 
Rev	James	Moore’s	“The	Shortest	District	Conference	 in	History”.	We	were	
blessed to have Bishop Park be a part of this day as well. His presence was 
so appreciated by all of us. Many people were able to get to know our singing 
Bishop. We are fortunate to have Camp Epworth available for this great event. 
The	grounds	are	beautiful	(it	is	in	the	Catskill	Hudson	District)	and	the	staff	is	
awesome. The day was great, although it might have been a little damp. We all 
decided that we need to do it again in 2010.

104. Margaret Howe led three training sessions for the statistical reports. The 
sessions and the information were greatly appreciated by the Pastors.

105. There were about 25-30 Pastors participating in the Stewardship Event led by 
Rev. George Engelhardt. These were held in Saugerties and Liberty. It may be 
possible to do this for pastors/lay leadership in the coming year.

106.	 There	 were	 six	 young	 people	 from	 Catskill	 Hudson	 District	 that	 went	 on	
the Youth Ambassadors in Mission trip to Costa Rica in March! They had a 
life changing experience. They built a playground, painted a new sign and a 
beautiful mural on the outside of the building. More importantly they built 
relationships and shared the love of Christ with everyone they met. They also 
had the great honor of having one of our own, Margaret, get baptized in the 
river while they were there. 

107.	 A	number	of	churches	are	involved	with	the	NCD	program.	They	are	progressing	
through this process well and seeing positive results from their hard work. 

108.	 We	 had	 the	 privilege	 to	 host	 the	 first	 ReThink	 Church	 workshop	 event	 in	
Kingston,	NY.	There	were	representatives	from	a	few	of	our	Districts.	It	was	
a	 wonderful	 event	 with	 great	 information.	 Complete	 with	 handouts,	 DVDs,	
checklists and supporting information.  It was a worthwhile gift to all who were 
able to attend.

109.	 The	last	outstanding	event	that	occurred	in	the	Catskill	Hudson	District	was	our	
music celebration, the Festival of Praise, held November 7th at Overlook UMC 
in Woodstock, NY.  It was a real highlight.  We had regional choirs perform a 
few	selections,	our	District	Youth	Choir	did	really	well,	a	liturgical	dance	group	
shared their gifts with us, and praise and worship music was offered by Making 
A Joyful Noise.  There was much hymn singing and an original piece of music, 
Let All with A Breath, was written for the occasion by Carol Merante and Lee 
Stowe	that	was	beautiful	(from	the	Catskill	Hudson	District,	of	course).		

110. We worked hard and played hard this year to honor and celebrate our Lord and 
Savior.  What a gift it was to be a part of this beautiful group of people from the 
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Catskill	Hudson	District	DCOM	of	the	New	York	Annual	Conference.		I	thank	
God	for	each	and	every	one	of	you	and	for	the	service	you	gave	to	our	District.					

111. Our thanks to Rev Moore for his great leadership and hard work, and to Holly 
Moore for her gifts and graces. God has blessed us to be a blessing!  Praise be 
to God!

COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES - CONNECTICUT DISTRICT - REpORT FROM 
MAY 2010 - ApRIL 2009

Heather Sinclair
Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

101.	 For	the	District	Council	of	Ministries	of	the	CT	District,	the	year	2010	has	been	
full new ways of connecting the district in ministry.

102.	 We	welcome	the	leadership	of	District	Superintendent	Ken	Kieffer.		His	ideas	
and enthusiasm has been a motivating force for the Council.  And we thank him 
for his ministry among us.

103. On October 10, 2009, more than two dozen people, including Bishop Jeremiah 
Park and Ken Kieffer ran in the Hartford Marathon – Race for Mission.  In 
their bright yellow t-shirts, they were cheered on by other United Methodists 
from	around	the	conference.		A	pre-race	dinner	was	hosted	by	Hartford	UMC;	
a	post-race	luncheon	hosted	at	the	newly	renovated	West	Hartford	UMC;	and	
youth	from	several	churches	were	treated	to	an	overnight	at	Wethersfield	UMC.		
All proceeds went to the Bishops Partners in Mission, in particular the PET 
program.  We look forward to recruiting more runners and volunteers for this 
event in 2010.

104.	 As	usual,	our	District	Resourcing	Day,	held	at	Golden	Hill	UMC,	was	very	well	
attended.  Workshops on Missions, SPRC, Technology and Giving, Creativity 
in	Worship,	Accessibility	and	Disability	Rights,	Lay	Leadership,	and	Building	
Renovations were offered.  We were also blessed to hear Tom and Wendy 
Vencuss tell their story of being witnesses to January’s earthquake in Haiti.

105.	 On	March	 7,	 2010,	 the	CT	District	 in	 conjunction	with	 the	NY/CT	District	
hosted	“The	Calling”	at	Danbury	UMC.		The	event	included	musical	offerings	
by	 Jana	 Stanfield,	 Sounds	 of	 Afrika	 drummers,	 and	 the	 Moving	 in	 Grace	
Dancers	from	Westport	&	Weston	UMC.		A	mission	and	ministry	fair	preceded	
and followed the concert as a way to invite people to explore their calling to 
God’s ministry.  Although attendance was less than hoped for, the Council and 
those who attended were encouraged by the idea of a different event, across 
district lines, which gave us a reason to celebrate all that we do in and through 
the church and the world.

106.	 Several	Youth	Events,	picnics,	game	days	and	a	trip	to	St.	John	the	Divine	in	
NYC, have taken place throughout the year and serve to bring our youth closer 
to God and each other.  Thank you to all the leaders, especially Tisha Jermin and 
Iwy Patel-Yatri, who have made these events possible.

107. We continue to pray for the people of Haiti and the other places in the world that 
have been touched by our VIM programs.  We are currently awaiting word on 
when VIM trips to Haiti can resume.
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108.	 The	2010	District	Conference	is	scheduled	for	May	2,	2010	at	North	Hartford	
UMC.  We will welcome a speaker from the Innocence Project, which is 
dedicated to exonerating wrongly convicted people and reforming the criminal 
justice system to prevent future injustice.  We will also celebrate the various 
ministries of the district, including new Lay Speakers. 

109. As the chair of this Council, it has been my privilege over the last year to work 
with	 so	many	 great	 and	 enthusiastic	 people	 from	 around	 the	CT	District.	 	 I	
thank them all for their hard work and dedication.  We look forward to another 
fruitful year of ministry together in the name of Jesus Christ.

110.	 In	April	 the	District’s	 successful	 lay	speaking	school	was	held.	Five	courses	
were offered: 

a. Lay	Speakers	Discover	Spiritual	Gifts	–	The	Rev.	Ann	Pearson
b. Lay Pastoral Care Giving – The Rev. Richard E. Allen, Jr.
c. Leading Bible Study - The Rev. Steve Phillips
d. From	Your	Heart	to	Theirs:	Delivering	an	Effective	Sermon	–	The	Rev.	

T.	Ann	Daniel
e. Basic Lay Speaking – Carol Bloom and the Rev. Estella V. Abel

111. In May, the Annual district Conference was held at Broadway Temple United 
Methodist Church, Manhattan. Reports, statistics, stewardship, and the 
presentation of the new lay speakers was the part of the order of business. 
In addition, the nomination committee presented the slate of candidates for 
District	Leadership.	In	the	preview	of	the	Annual	Conference,	2010,	plans	were	
completed for the recruitment and transportation of the recent (new) members 
to local congregations to Annual Conference.

112.	 The	District	Committee	on	Ministries	 is	 committed	 to	 supporting	each	 local	
congregation in its ministries and in providing the resources each church needs 
to promote growth and the development of leaders.  Under the leadership of 
Noel Chin and the infusion of the Holy Spirit, 2009 – 2010 has seen this occur.

COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES — LONG ISLAND EAST DISTRICT

Rev. Gia Hall, Chairperson
Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

101. Our youth retreat focused on the various ways to praise God and was held 
at	Camp	Quinipet	on	Shelter	Island.	Within	the	LI	East	District,	194	persons	
attended and the youth raised $2,895 for the next Habitat For Humanity United 
Methodist house building on Long Island.

102.	 Our	District	laity	Worship	Service	was	held	on	May	22nd	at	Smithtown	UMC	
along with “Leaders to Leaders” training sessions.

103. Talithacum Ministries held several seminars hosting speakers that included: 
Thomas Long, Barbara Lundblad, Tony Campolo, Peter Steinke and Hal 
Taussing

104.	 During	Lent	our	District	Spiritual	Nurture	group	visited	each	of	our	74	churches	
and	 developed	 a	 wonderful	 Clergy	Day	Apart	 that	 focused	 on	 prayer,	 team	
building and testimony, communion and rejoicing.
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COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES - LONG ISLAND wEST DISTRICT

Shirley T. Pettiford, D.C.O.M. Chairperson
Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

101.	 This	is	my	final	report	as	Chairperson	of	the	LIW	District	Council	On	Ministries.	
May	I	first	thank	God	for	helping	me	serve	this	District	Ministry.	My	thanks	
to	Rev.	Gunshik	Shim	our	former	District	Superintendent	for	his	guidance	and	
support.	To	our	new	District	Superintendent,	Rev.	Kenny	Yi,	please	know	that	
while I may not serve as chairperson, I am still in the service of the Lord.

102. The singing of the majestic hymn “Lift High The Cross” signaled the beginning 
of	the	Long	Island	West	District	celebration	of	the	appointment	of	Rev.	Kenny	
Yi	as	District	Superintendent.	The	service	was	held	on	September	27,	2009,	at	
the Grace United Methodist Church in Valley Stream, N.Y., Rev. John Cole, 
pastor. Bishop Jeremiah Park conducted the Covenant Service. The Cabinet, 
invited	guests,	and	the	Long	Island	West	District,	welcomed	Rev.	Yi	and	his	
family	with	enthusiasm	and	joy.	The	District	is	grateful	to	the	Superintendency	
Committee for coordinating the reception which followed the service.

103. The Lay Leadership Training Event was held on February 13, 2010 at St. Francis 
College in Brooklyn, N.Y. More than 300 persons attended the event. The new 
venue afforded every workshop a classroom with computer accessibility. Rev. 
Arhin,	pastor	of	the	Ghana	Wesley	UMC	in	Brooklyn,	N.Y.,	invited	the	officers	
of Ghana Calvary UMC, New Jersey, a new church start, to attend the event. All 
the participants seemed to enjoy “attending college.”

104. The Lay Speaking Ministries (more than just preaching) held their closing 
service at Union United Methodist Church on March 27, 2010.The Lay 
Speaking School is privileged to have a Brooklyn campus at Union, UMC, Rev. 
Edward Norman, pastor. The Queens/Long Island campus is housed at Floral 
Park, UMC, Rev. Gainus Sikes, pastor.

105.	 The	District	continues	to	be	grateful	to	the	pastors	and	people	of	both	churches	
for their loving hospitality. Eighty three students from 28 churches completed 
the 2010 courses as follows: 7 Youth, 28 Local, 27 Servant Leaders, 12 
Bereavement and 9 Stewardship.

106.	 The	Brooklyn	and	Queens	Cluster	churches	observed	the	legacy	of	Dr.	Martin	
Luther King in January. Cluster services were held again for the Lenten season 
and Good Friday.

107.	 The	District	helped	sponsor	Tatyanna	Jack	and	Karen	Clarke,	youth	members	
of Fenimore, UMC, to participate in the Conference Mission trip to Cambodia. 
They	reported	at	the	District	Annual	Meeting,	that	although	they	were	grateful	
for the hospitality and the sightseeing, they were eager to begin serving.

108.	 Each	time	the	District	committees	meet,	we	are	inspired	by	the	meditations	of	
Rev. Yi. We recently learned that the Cabinet recognizes his fervor and skill and 
has assigned Rev. Yi to coordinate the Ministry for New Church Starts. We are 
confident	that	God	will	bless	this	ministry.

109. We pray for God’s continued blessings on Rev. Yi and his family, as together we 
continue our mission journey.
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COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES - METROpOLITAN DISTRICT 

Estella Abel, Chairperson
Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

101.	 The	Metropolitan	District	Council	on	Ministries	 is	committed	 to	 the	concept	
that the lay in conjunction with clergy can bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
all who wish to hear. To that end the district has engaged in a series of activities 
and events to accomplish its goal.

102.	 In	 February	 the	 District	 under	 the	 leadership	 of	 its	 Superintendent,	 Noel	
Chin conducted a series of identical training sessions. In order to insure wide 
spread participation, training sessions were held in each area of the district:  
Manhattan, Bronx, Westchester, and Staten Island.  Attendance was excellent as 
presentations were given on the role of the lay speaker, The Book of Discipline, 
and technology in the church, and missions.    

103. Throughout the district, joint Lenten services were held in various churches. 
Congregations came together to worship fostering the connectional fellowship.  
Pastors, choirs and congregations exchanged churches to join in Lenten services. 

104.	 The	District	Unit	of	the	United	Methodist	Women	continue	to	participate	fully	
in the Annual conference activities as strong and   spiritually committed  units 
in	the	individual	churches.		The	District	hosted	the	Fall	Annual	meeting	at	the	
First United Methodist Church, Mount Vernon in Westchester while a large 
and	committed	contingent	of	Metropolitan	District	women	attended	the	UMW	
Assembly in St. Louis.

105. The Education Committee compiled a directory of the Christian educators in 
the	district.		Consequently,	the	committee	is	planning	a	District-wide	event	in	
June featuring the Rev. Ann Pearson as the guest speaker. Sessions on Christian 
resources, Bible study, church school curriculum and youth activities will be 
available.  Fellowship and the promotion of the interdependence of Christian 
educator, clergy and lay will be crucial impetus of this event.

106.	 The	Black	College	Fund	Luncheon	has	been	a	signature	event	in	the	District.	It	
was	held	at	the	Crowne	Plaza	Hotel	in	Westchester.	The	District	is	committed	
to this cause and is a strong supporter of its goals. 

107.	 The	District’s	participation	in	Conference	events	was	consistent	throughout	the	
year:  NYAC United Methodist Men’s Annual Retreat, NYAC United Methodist 
Women’s Annual Meeting, Bishop’s Convocation, Black College Fund, and 
United	Methodist	Student	Day.		

108.	 In	 December	 the	 annual	 clergy	 advent	 Gathering	 was	 a	 joyous	 occasion	 at	
which clergy and their families joined in fellowship. 
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COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES - NEw YORk/CONNECTICUT DISTRICT

Rev. Evelyn R. McDonald, Chairperson
Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

101. The New York/Connecticut Council on Ministries has continued with its vision 
to empower our local churches to discover ministries and programs that bring 
the word of Christ alive through our words and actions.

102. This year we have been actively engaged in training of church leaders and 
Sunday School teachers.  In addition our two unique Lay Speaking Schools 
were	extremely	successful	with	over	30	new	basic	and	certified	Lay	Speakers	
completing the courses.

103.	 We	were	 involved	 in	 a	 bi-district	 event	with	 the	Connecticut	District,	 “The	
Calling,	A	Celebration	in	Music	and	Dance.”		What	a	joyful	event!		It	began	
with a mission fair and then a fantastic concert.

104.	 At	 this	 writing	 we	 are	 in	 the	 final	 stages	 of	 planning	 an	 exciting	 District	
Conference which will be held at Poughkeepsie UMC.  Worship, celebration 
in	mission,	honoring	our	new	Basic	and	Certified	Lay	Speakers,	other	business	
and a picnic will be the highlights.

105. Many of our churches have continued their work with Natural Church 
Development	and	are	seeing	the	results.		

106. Mission, both local and abroad, has continued to be a priority.  It has been 
another	 year	 filled	with	 creativity	 and	 commitment.	 	 Thank	 you	 to	 all	 who	
worked	 together	 to	 have	 this	 year	 of	 District	 Council	 on	 Ministries	 of	 the	
NewYork/Connecticut	District	be	successful.

107. A special thank you to Rev. Jeannette Bassinger-Ishii for her leadership and 
guidance during this past year.

108. As we move into the future, we look forward to discovering more ways to be a 
healthy body of Christ engaged in bringing the word of God alive.

CONFERENCE LAY SpEAkING MINISTRIES

Peter O’Neill, Conference Director
Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

101. My report for 2009 talked about the planning for a Special lay Speaking event 
in conjunction with the 2009 Annual Conference. What a glorious experience 
that	was!		Rev.	Dr.	Kwasai	Kena	conducted	two	classes	on	evangelism.		Over	
150 lay speakers traveled to Hofstra for the Friday afternoon class and more 
were there for a special evening of worship and praise that night. Then came 
Saturday	morning,	when	over	600	lay	speakers	filled	the	arena	and	answered	
the Bishop’s call. 

102.		 I	am	pleased	to	report	that	our	District	Committees	on	Lay	Speaking	Ministries,	
through the dedicated service of many lay and clergy persons, continue to provide 
excellent training opportunities throughout our Conference.   The completely 
revised Basic Course for lay speaking ministry, entitled “Learning & Leading” is 
being made available throughout the Conference.  One or more Advance Courses 
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have	been	made	available	in	each	of	our	Districts	to	certify	new	Certified	Lay	
Speakers and recertify existing ones, as required every three years.

103.		 Budgetary	constraints	have	caused	major	cut-backs	at	Discipleship	Resources,	
the	GBOD	 source	 for	most	 of	 our	 teaching	materials.	 	 Several	 key	 courses	
had to be dropped this past year and the translation of the new basic Course 
into Spanish was put on temporary hold.  Future course offerings may become 
available	as	downloadable	PDF	files	our	on	a	print	to	order	basis.		

104.  In January Eugene Knoth and I had the opportunity to attend the three-day 
convocation	 of	 the	 Association	 of	 Conference	 Directors	 of	 Lay	 Speaking	
Ministries held in Philadelphia.  Participants were given an opportunity to 
preview new material, as well as to participate in the development of a new 
advance class curriculum.  We also had the opportunity to meet with many 
representatives from our sister Conferences around the country and with some 
of	 the	GBOD	staff	 to	gain	a	better	 insight	 into	 the	global	connection	of	our	
church.  Some of the Conferences have begun to develop on-line training 
programs,	with	the	expectation	that	these	may	become	available	to	all	District	
and Conference Lay Speaking Committees in the future.  There is also a training 
course	for	District	Committee	members	in	the	development	stage.

105.	 Representative	 from	 all	 of	 our	 District	 Committees	 on	 Lay	 Speaking	 met	
together	at	Jessie	Lee	UMC	in	Ridgefield,	CT	on	September	16,	2009.		There	
was	 a	meaningful	 exchange	 of	 ideas	 on	 how	 each	District	 is	 conducting	 its	
training program, with the hope of making this more uniform throughout the 
Conference.  We met again by teleconference on February 10, 2010.  Our 
District	Directors	have	also	been	actively	involved	in	working	with	the	Board	
of Laity to develop plans for this year’s Annual Conference event. 

106. Finally, I must say how greatly appreciative I am for the enthusiastic support and 
encouragement of our Bishop Jeremiah J. Park and for the assistance provided by 
Rev. Ann Pearson. Thank you too to our Conference Lay Leader, Renata Smith, 
and	all	who	serve	on	the	Conference	and	District	levels	to	promote	Laity	and	Lay	
Speaking within the New York Annual Conference.  To God be the glory!

MISSION AND OUTREACH MINISTRIES

Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie, The Mission Table and the Conference Mission 
Coordinator
Concur: 160, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence,  NYAC conference session: adopted

The conference mission coordinator works closely with a team of leaders from the 
districts in developing and shaping the direction of mission in our conference.  At our 
annual retreat and planning we call ourselves the Mission Table.  Who comes to this 
mission table?

1. The	Conference	Disaster	Response	Coordinator
2. The Conference Volunteers In Mission Coordinator
3. The	District	Mission	Coordinators
4. At-Large members

The current chairperson of the Mission table is Rev. Laura Galbraith
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101.  Conference Disaster Response 
 The NYAC conference is pleased to have been able to serve our Lord Jesus Christ 

in	Biloxi,	MS	 since	October	 2005.	 	This	 special	Hurricane	Katrina	Disaster	
Response ministry has provided NYAC team members with opportunities to 
strengthen their faith while serving in ministry to many who were devastated 
by the natural events on August 29, 2005.  

 I would like to thank all team leaders and volunteers for dedicating their 
previous time and resources to bring hope to many people who lost family 
members and love ones during and after the Hurricane Katrina disaster.

 The celebration of our 5 years of disaster response ministry in Biloxi at the 
2010 Annual Conference is indeed a witness to God’s love in action through 
passionate volunteers.  If passion for ministry is measured by volunteer’s 
compassion to reach out, serve, care, share, and support a disaster survivor, 
then we (NYAC) have a great number of that.  Although there is more room to 
nurture many more passionate volunteers we need to celebrate the movement 
of the spirit among us.  Here are some statistical numbers about our work since 
the past 5 years:

 Total number of teams         96
 Total numbers of volunteers      1270
 Total numbers of days worked       769
 Total numbers of hours worked   71,814
	 In	addition	to	these	numbers	we	identified	about	198	volunteers	classified	as	

non-conference volunteers. They include Methodists from other conferences, 
Protestants,	 Catholics,	 Jews,	 as	 well	 as	 unaffiliated	 people	 of	 God.	 	 This	
celebration therefore extends beyond our Methodist circle to a broader domain.  
That domain of passionate volunteers went beyond our conference area to 
include	about	19	other	states	such	as;	PA,	IA,	TN,	FL,	IL,	NJ,	MT,	MA,	CA,	
NC,	GA,	ME,	AZ,	VT,	WI,	NH,	MD,	MS,	MS	and	VA.		Yes,	people	from	all	
these states participated in our disaster response ministry.

102.  Changes in VIM Trip to Biloxi
 Starting in May 2010 through September 2010, our Biloxi ministry will transition 

from conference-based to a local church-based initiative.  The last NYAC-based 
Disaster	Response	team	to	Biloxi	is	scheduled	for	September	2010.		This	means	
that local churches may continue sending Volunteer in Mission (VIM) teams to 
Biloxi in accordance with the pre-arrangements made between the local HOPE 
agency and the VIM team leader, not through NYAC.  HOPE, (the East Biloxi 
Coordination, Relief, and Redevelopment Agency - EBCRRA), will now act as 
the host for all VIM teams wishing to serve in Biloxi.  For more information 
about the changes, please consult the “Biloxi in Transition” team leader manual 
which	is	available	at	the	conference	office.

103.  Conference Disaster Administrative Committee (CDAC)
 It is with great joy to recognize the dedication of our disaster response leadership 

team.  Through their diligent work, our conference has one of the best disaster 
response teams in the North East Jurisdiction. 

 Here are the four important accomplishments that need to be mentioned:
	 a)	 Certified	UMCOR	trainers:		5	people
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	 	 The	following	persons	were	certified	as	UMCOR	trainers:
  i. Mary Ellen Kris
	 	 ii.	 Dale	Ashby
  iii. Tom Vencuss
  iv. Terry Temple
  v. Andy Slater
  vi. Joseph Ewoodzie
	 b)	 Early	Response	Team	(ERT)Training	certified	178	volunteers

	 i.	 Long	Island	East	District	ERT	training	by	Joseph	Ewoodzie	
	 ii.	 Metro	District	ERT	training	by	Mary	Ellen	Kris
	 iii.	 Connecticut	District	ERT	training	by	Tom	Vencuss	and	Andy	Slater
	 iv.	 New	York/Connecticut	District	ERT	training	by	Terry	Temple
	 v.	 Catskill	Hudson	District	ERT	training	by	Dale	Ashby
	 vi.	 Conference	office	training	by	UMCOR	consultants
	 c)	 Disaster	Spiritual	Care	Volunteers	re-certified:	11	volunteers

Volunteers	who	were	re-certified	as	NYAC	Disaster	Spiritual	Care	
volunteers took a two day course in Group Crisis Intervention.

	 d)	 Official	Conference	Disaster	Response	Manual
With the assistance of our conference disaster response leaders and 
support of UMCOR consultants we have completed a comprehensive 
manual that articulates how we respond to disaster at every level within 
our conference.

Again	my	appreciation	goes	to	the	following	members	of	CDAC	(Conference	
Disaster	Administrative	Committee):

 Conference Disaster Coordinator – Tom Vencuss
 Conference Volunteer In Mission Coordinator – Terry Temple
 District Disaster Coordinators

•	 Metropolitan	District	–	Mary	Ellen	Kris
•	 Connecticut	District	–	Cassandra	Garcia-Broadus
•	 New	York/ConnecticutDistrict	–	William	Clark
•	 Catskill	Hudson	District	–	Dale	Ashby
•	 Long	Island	West	–	Wesley	Daniel
•	 Long Island East – Warren Ferry

 Members at Large
•	 M. Craig Fitzsimmons
•	 Paul Hibbard
•	 Janet Hodge
•	 James Law
•	 Enrique Lebron
•	 Leigh Lewandoski
•	 Evana Lewis
•	 Evelyn	McDonald
•	 Linda Nealon
•	 Charles Straut
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 Volunteers In Mission (VIM)
 The spread of God’s Love around the world through the work, witness, and 

fellowship of our volunteers in mission resonates throughout our conference 
with joy and enthusiasm.  Please join me to say a big thank you to our dedicated 
VIM leaders whose diligence and devotion have brought a great success to our 
ministry worldwide.

Bolivia Mission  Rev. Carl Franson
Cambodia Mission  Rev. Laura Galbriath
Ecuador	Mission	 	 Rev.	Oscar	Destruge
Ghana Mission  Mr. Jay Hockenberry
Haiti Mission  Rev. Tom and Wendy Vencuss
Mozambique	Mission		 Mrs.	Annette	Griffith

104.  Youth Ambassadors in Mission Program (Y.A.M)
 The eleven young people who participated in this year’s trip to Cambodia are:

Long	Island	East	District:		 	
Collis Gittens (Babylon UMC)
Griffin	Burr	(Babylon	UMC)
Allison Peraza (Port Washington UMC)

Long	Island	West	District:
 Kareem Clarke (Fennimore UMC)
 Tatyana Jack (Fennimore UMC)

Metropolitan	District
 Anthony Naranjo-Buck (Grace UMC, Manhattan)
 Samanthya Oyatholemi (Westchester UMC)
	 Joshua	Poku	(Wakefield	UMC)
 Carla Phillips (Pleasantville UMC)

Catskill	Hudson	District
 Alexandra Wood (St. James UMC)

Connecticut	District
 Lilly Garcia (Simsbury UMC)

 The three youth leaders who accompanied our YAM are: 
	 	 	 Donna	Jolly,	David	Jolly(St.	James	UMC)	and	Gillian	Prince		 	

  (Fennimore UMC)
 Schedule for next trip: YAM will travel to Cambodia again in February 2011.
 Since 2005 the Conference has been providing a special volunteer in mission 

opportunity to young people from our local churches.  One of the main purposes 
of Youth Ambassadors for Mission (Y.A.M) is to give our youth and young 
people	a	unique	firsthand	cross-cultural	life-changing	experience.

 Youth Mission Trips have the potential of accomplishing several goals such as:
a. Bring Youth from across the New York Annual Conference together with 

a common experience.
b. Begin to develop Youth Leadership for our Conference Youth Ministry.
c. Inspire our Youth with the traditional Wesleyan Mission Spirit.
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d. Help youth learn and experience the other culture by working and 
interacting with others.

e. A life-changing experience of encountering Christ again in a  
strange environment.

 Participation
1. Each	 of	 the	 six	 districts	 identifies	 and	 recommends	TWO	youth	who	

have interest in mission.
2. The district and the local church partially fund the trip and support their 

candidates with prayers. 
3. Candidates may apply for Conference Mission Scholarship.
4. After the mission experience, each participant becomes a core member 

of Conference Youth Ambassador for Mission.  They will be recognized 
at the Annual Conference session in June of each year.  They will 
give presentations at district workshops during that year, sharing their 
experiences and inspiring other youth for mission.

105.   District Mission Coordinators
	 The	work	 of	 our	District	Mission	 Coordinators	 needs	 to	 be	 recognized	 and	

acknowledged because they are the liaisons between the conference mission 
office	and	 the	districts.	Through	 the	DMC	resources	are	channeled	 from	 the	
conference to the mission chairpersons of the local churches.

	 Connecticut	District	–	Annette	Griffith	and	Phyllis	Machledt	(beginning	July	2010)
 New York Connecticut – Terry Temple
	 Catskill	Hudson	–	Dale	Ashby
 Metropolitan - needed
 Long Island West - needed
 Long Island East - needed
 Local Church Outreach Ministry
 Local churches continue to use the Go for Mission Gold model to enhance their 

mission and outreach work.  This program provides resources and incentives that 
encourage mission and outreach ministries in the local churches.  Special Mission 
Gold awards are presented to churches during Annual Conference session.

 You qualify for a mission gold award if your church paid in full the shared 
ministry apportionment and participated in two or more of the mission areas 
listed below: 

1. Supported at least one local mission project.
2. Received Special Sunday offering or similar mission related offerings.
3. Fulfilled	a	covenant	relationship	obligation
4. Supported at least one Conference Mission Initiative such as 

Mozambique, Cambodia, Bolivia, Haiti, Burundi, etc.)
5. Sent at least one or more persons on a Volunteer In Mission Trip.
6. Attended Cooperative School of Christian Mission.
7. Celebrated Mission Sunday with a mission speaker.
8. Take a group on a Mission Study Tour or Volunteer in Mission Trip. 
9. Offered	 a	 new	 mission	 experience.	 Did	 something	 new	 that	 your	

congregation has never done before.  
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10. Supported	the	Conference	Disaster	Preparedness	&	Response	Team.
11. Supported Justice for our Neighbors

106. Mission Interpretation/Missionary Covenant Relations

The New York Annual Conference continues to support and strengthen the 
relationship with the following mission initiatives:

International Volunteers In Mission sites
1.	 Mozambique	Sister	Conference	Initiative	–	Annette	Griffith
2.  Bolivia Mission – Carl Franson
3.  Costa Rica Mission – Robert Hawkins
4.  Cambodia Mission – Laura Galbraith
5.  Haiti Mission -  Tom and Wendy Vencuss
6.  Ghana Mission – Jay Hockenberry
8.		 Ecuador	Mission	(new	project)	–	Oscar	Destruge

National

1.  Churches Saving Communities (Advance #982143)
2.  Communities of Shalom (Advance #742566)
3.  Homelessness in the U.S.  (Advance #982385)
4.  John St. Evangelization Program (Advance #341355)
5.  Appalachia Service Project (Advance #982050)
7.  Justice for our neighbors (Advance #901285)
8.  Community Centers (Advance #982149)
9.  U. M. Army
10.  Crop Walk
11.  Bread for the World
12.  Midnight run

New York Conference Ministries
The Anchor House
The United Methodist Center at Far Rockaway
Farmworker and Migrant Ministries
The Children’s Home of the Wyoming Conference
Methodist Homes and Hospitals

GBGM Missionary Support

The following are the missionaries related to the New York Conference.
Jae Hyoung (Jay) Choi  Advance # 13973Z Philippines
Eun Ha Choi (Grace) Advance # 13974Z Philippines
Samuel	Grono	de	Oro	 Advance	#	13032Z	 Dominican	Republic
Kalindi Thomas Advance # 13966Z Global
Sun Sook Kim Advance # 10843Z Philippines
Ediberto Lopez-Rodrigues  Advance #012860 Puerto Rico
Diedonne	Karihano	 Advance	#3019569	 Mozambique
Joel Medendorp Advance #773950  Red Bird Mission
Helen de Leon Camarce Advance # 13953Z Manila, Philippines
Joseph and Marilyn Chan Advance # 12904Z Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Rosangela Soares de Oliveira  Advance # 14210Z Latin America


