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SECTION 4:  COMMISSIONING

All sections were approved by the indicated votes and were included in 
the consent calendar affirmative vote. The votes shown are those from the 
legislative section for each item. 

BOARd Of LAITy

Renata Smith, Conference Lay Leader
Concur: 53, Non-Concur: 0,  Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence, NYAC conference session: adopted

101. For the year under review, the board of laity has convened every other month 
either at the conference center or via conference calls.  At our first meeting, 
members of the board envisioned a conference wide laity that would seek to be 
more Christ centered, more prayerful, and bolder in the sharing of their faith, 
as well as having more clarity regarding their specific roles, especially that 
of local church and district lay leader. Attendance at meetings has been quite 
good; however there are still some groups that have not been represented. At a 
meeting requested by Bishop Park on March 29, 2010, fifteen members of the 
board along with eleven local leaders as guests attended. Bishop Park affirmed 
the work of the laity and enlisted our help to achieve the goal of having five 
thousand new members and their families and friends attend conference 2010 to 
celebrate their transformed lives through Jesus Christ and the ministries of the 
Church. Bishop Park has attended other meetings of the board as well and gives 
both strong leadership and support to laity.

102. In order to help lay leaders understand and carry out their role more effectively, 
we are putting together a Lay Leader Manual which will be available online 
-- Many thanks to Mitch Underwood, lay leader of the Connecticut district, 
who has worked very hard on this.   We are making available a Lay Member 
Guide to Attending Annual Conference. This could be particularly helpful 
for members attending conference for the first time. Congratulations to the 
Connecticut district on the launching of their district board of laity in February. 
The following leaders have prepared and taught the following workshops in 
their districts and are willing to share with other districts: 

 • A Meeting Worth Attending by Margaret Howe from Catskill Hudson District
 • Unwrapping the Sacraments by Ximena Varas from the Connecticut District
 • Death and Dying by Mitch Underwood from the Connecticut District
 • Healing Prayer, Contact Person – Elaine Winward from the New York/ 

Connecticut District.
103. More districts included sessions for lay leaders on their agenda for district 

training this year.  Thanks to Ximena Varas, Associate lay leader, Connecticut, 
who facilitated the training at the Long Island West District and one session in 
the in the  Metropolitan District, as well as to Mary Morton, associate lay leader, 
Metropolitan District, who led sessions in that district when the conference lay 
leader was unable to fulfill those obligations due to illness.

104. The board is increasing awareness of the Certified Lay Ministry program 
with a view to expanding that ministry among us.  At present, there are two 
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certified lay ministers in our annual conference. They are Lisa Bosworth and 
Ximena Varas, both from the Connecticut District.  ‘Laity on the Move’, the 
lay leader’s column in ‘The Vision’ featured this ministry in the two recent 
articles. (Thanks for those who not only read the column, but who also give 
feedback! It is appreciated!)

105. Peter O’Neill works tirelessly directing the conference’s lay speaking 
ministries assisted by the district directors. (Please see his report ‘Lay Speaking 
Ministries’). Peter also spearheaded the planning of the outdoor tent display 
for the laity at this year’s annual conference. He coordinated last year’s special 
event for over six hundred lay speakers who attended annual conference. 
Thanks, Peter.

106. In my role as conference lay leader, I attended two annual events this year. 
 • The first was the annual meeting of The Northeast Jurisdiction of Conference 

and District Lay Leaders held in Philadelphia, October 9-11, 2009. Also in 
attendance were Mitch Underwood and Ximena Varas (Connecticut), Gerry 
Rosenberger (Catskill Hudson) and Lorraine Leak (Long Island East). Each 
attendee returned with information and resources that they have used on their 
return, especially relating to the role of the lay leader.

 • The second was the Annual Meeting of Conference Lay Leaders which was 
also held in Philadelphia, February 18-21, 2010.  Focus of that training was 
Episcopal relation relationships, lay ministry initiatives in the four focus 
areas and certified lay ministry. I reported on some of the ministries with the 
poor being undertaken by our annual conference.      

107. I attended a meeting of the extended cabinet, where I shared the vision of the 
Board of Laity and the idea of a Manual for Lay Leaders. I reported that there 
were some churches where the United Methodist Women were not allowed 
to function as they should, especially in relation to their being able to have 
a separate accounting of their finances, as the constitution stipulates. It was 
agreed that the UMW is a strong missional arm of the church, and an asset to 
the denomination as a whole. A chance to speak to the members of the cabinet 
allowed me  to underscore  the need for pastors to intentionally meet with the 
local church lay leaders, and  for the district superintendents to do the same with 
the district lay leaders, in order that there can be shared vision and therefore a 
translation of that vision among the laity. As conference lay leader, I am proud 
to report that Bishop Park has made himself readily accessible to me in matters 
relating to the laity.

108. We are grateful for the support and guidance of the Director of Connectional 
Ministries, Rev. Ann Pearson. She attends all our meetings, gives visionary 
leadership, and takes care of our hospitality whenever we are at the conference 
center. Thanks to Jean Strong, Administrative assistant, for sending out our meeting 
notices, and to Pat Perruccio for making sure our meeting room is assigned and 
ready. I am grateful for the opportunity to work with the dedicated members of 
the board of laity who faithfully carry out their tasks as true servant leaders. I 
thank God for the opportunity to humbly serve the laity of this conference.  
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ThE wORk Of ThE BOARd Of ORdAINEd MINISTRy 

Kun Sam Cho, Chair & John Simmons, Vice Chair
Concur: 54, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence, NYAC conference session: adopted

101.  The Board of Ordained Ministry is made up of a diverse people of clergy and 
laity, thanks to whose commitment and service made the year another fruitful one. 

102.  Fall Orientation —The Plenary met on Tuesday, October 6 at Memorial/
Central Korean UMC in White Plains.  We welcomed the new members and 
reviewed the roles of the Board of Ordained Ministry.  We also had a chance to 
preview the schedule and content of the Ordination and Commissioning Events. 

103.  Compass Program  – prepared by Rev. John Collins, Dean of the COMPASS
 When women and men are commissioned as Provisional Members of Annual 

Conference, they are required by the Discipline to serve three years under 
appointment before they can be ordained as elders or deacons. For the first two 
years of this period, they participate in the Compass Program. During these 
years they are called Residents in Ministry.

 Clergy Mentors. Each resident in ministry is assigned a clergy mentor, who 
works with them until they are ordained. The Clergy Mentor meets regularly 
with the Resident. This non-evaluative relationship provides opportunities for 
personal sharing, spiritual discernment and professional growth. The Mentor 
also meets with the Resident’s Pastor Parish Relations Committee to interpret 
both the Compass program and the Connectional system.

 Immersion retreats. Each winter, all Residents in the Program take part in a 
retreat designed to expose them to vital ministries and issues in various parts 
of the conference. Recent events have included: Cross Cultural/Cross Racial 
Appointments (2009), Interfaith Immersion (2008), Anti-racism training 
(2007), Urban immersion (2006). On these retreats the Residents visit churches 
or outreach ministries for in-depth meetings with pastors and laypersons.

 Spiritual growth retreats. Each spring, the Residents are led in a three day 
retreat by the Rev. Tilda Norberg, United Methodist minister and Gestalt 
therapist. These retreats focus on ministries of prayer, healing and spiritual 
discernment. Many Residents, inspired by these experiences, continue to study 
with Rev. Norberg or other spiritual directors after ordination.

 Finance/Stewardship retreats. Every November, Residents take part in 
a three day retreat led by the Frontier Foundation which focuses on Church 
Administration, Clergy taxes and personal financial and retirement planning.

 Team building. One of the most valuable aspects of the Compass program is the 
relationships which are developed by the Residents over the two year period. 
When the Residents are commissioned, most are new to the Conference and to 
each other. By the time they are ordained, they have become a close knit group 
which continues as a valuable support system for years to come.

 Planning and Leadership. The Compass program is planned each year by a 
team consisting of BOOM members and several Residents.

104.  Evaluation Events — BOOM held only two evaluation events during the 
2009 annual conference year since there were no requests for Professional 
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Certification. Gerianne Hoernes, Event Coordinator planned and coordinated the 
Ordination and Commissioning events held at Mt. St. Alphonsus.  The former, 
held on November 10-12, when we evaluated 15 provisional candidates, for 
ordination as elders. The latter on January 25-27 when we evaluated 15 certified 
candidates, all of whom are on the elder’s track, who applied for commissioning 
as provisional members and 1 local pastor seeking Associate Membership. 

1. The Board approved 9 candidates for ordination as elders and for full 
membership in New York Annual Conference: Gabriel Akinbode, Amanda 
M. Ihan, Tisha M. Jermin, Robert Kersten, Dale Ellen Krazmien, Cynthia 
Major, Dorothy M. Morris, Anne Rossini, and Alpher Sylvester.

2. 12 candidates were approved for commissioning as provisional members 
in NYAC, and residents in COMPASS:  Delores Barrett, Delois Davis, 
Leslie Duroseau, Camella Fairweather, Juhye Hahn, Margaret Anne Lae, 
Simeon Law, Halley Low, Gene Ott, Seungho Shin, Bette Johnson Sohm, 
and Joanne Utley.

3. 1 Local Pastor was approved for Associate Membership: Steven Knutsen
4. There are currently no applications before us for Professional Certification 

in Specialized Ministries.
105.  The BOOM Web-site has been integrated into the NYAC Web site and BOOM 

information can be accessed on the web by clicking on the ABOUT button at 
top of NYAC web-site and then clicking on Board of Ordained Ministry in left-
hand listing.

106. Policies & Procedures — BOOM extends care to candidates, in part, by writing 
policies that insure the candidacy journey is characterized by clear expectation, 
collegial support and orderly procedures.  Each policy was researched by 
Executive Committee and presented to the plenary using a fourfold plan:
1. Present history of each needed policy
2. Share Executive Committee’s proposal
3. Discuss and vote on each proposal
4. Clarify implications for future implementation

 These policies were set since the 2009 Annual Conference:
A. Language Interview — Candidates may request to be interviewed in their 

first language in those areas covered by their primary team. 
B. Requirements Not Recommendations — All remedial and/or enhancing 

work given by BOOM to a candidate shall be deemed a requirement to 
be met with proof of completion before that candidate may appear before 
BOOM again. The policy committee is currently working on policy/
policies in regard to the role of mentors during the plenary process of the 
evaluation events.

C. District Committees — Rev. Taka Ishii, District Committee Coordinator 
is presently working with the District Committees to more closely align all 
districts procedures.

107. Executive Committee — The Executive Committee of BOOM met 4 times 
(Oct. 6, Nov.10, Jan. 25 & March 18) since the 2009 annual conference.  Its 23 
members are: *Chair: Rev. Kun Sam Cho  *Vice Chair: Rev. John Simmons  
*Secretary: Rev. Tom Carney  *Event Coordinator/Register: Mrs. Gerianne 
Hoernes  *Conference Relations Chair: Rev. Robert M. Walker  *Registrars - 
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Registrars Coordinator: Mr. Billy Crowder  *Candidacy & Mentor Registrar: 
Rev. William Bramble Pfohl  *Commissioning Registrar: Rev. Elizabeth 
Braddon  *Elder Ordination Registrar: Mr. Bill Crowder & Rev. Vicky 
Fleming (from 2010)  *Deacon Ordination & Diaconal Registrar: Rev. Thea 
Crites *Local Pastor & Associate Member Registrar: Pastor William Hawes  
*Professional Certification Registrar: Rev. Beverly Morris  *Dean of the 
COMPASS: Rev. John Collins  * District Committee Coordinator: Rev. Taka 
Ishii  *Budget Coordinator:  Rev. Ed Horne  * MEF Coordinator: Rev. Janet 
Hodge (Dr. Richard Lau resigned January,2010)  *Chair, Order of Elders: Rev. 
Constance Pak  *Chair, Order of Deacons & Diaconals: Rev. Sonia Jermin  
*Chair, Fellowship of Local Pastors & Associate Members-: Rev. Eileen Daunt  
*Psychological Testing Coordinator: Rev. Gordon Edwards  *AIEM & ABLC 
Registrar: Rev. Bill Smartt  *Ex Officio Member:  Mr. Bob Miller, Conference 
Secretary  *A Cabinet Rep.: Rev. Noel Chin.

108.  Conference Relations Committee — Under the wise leadership of Rev. Bob 
Walker, Chair, the Conference Relations Committee met five times (Oct 6, Nov. 
11, Jan. 25, March 18 & May 11) since the 2009 annual conference.  Its 14 
members are:   *Rev. Bob Walker, Chair *Ms. Beth Capen *Rev. Roy Jacobsen 
*Rev. Edwin Jones * Lucy Jones *Rev. Eumin Kim  *Rev. Lydia Lebron *Rev. 
Beverly Morris *Rev. William B. Pfohl *Rev. Bill Smartt *Rev. St. Clair 
Samuel *Rev. Javier Viera *A Cabinet Rep.: Rev. Noel Chin *Ex Officio: Rev. 
Kun Sam Cho, Rev. John Simmons

109. Registrars — It is the responsibility of each BOOM Registrar to keep full 
personnel records for all those under the care of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry.  They are: Registrars Coordinator: Mr. Billy Crowder  *Candidacy 
& Mentor Registrar: Rev. William Bramble Pfohl  *Commissioning Registrar: 
Rev. Elizabeth Braddon  *Elder Ordination Registrar: Rev. Vicky Fleming   
*Deacon Ordination & Diaconal Registrar: Rev. Thea Crites *Local Pastor & 
Associate Member Registrar: Pastor William Hawes  *Professional Certification 
Registrar: Rev. Beverly Morris *AIEM Registrar: Rev. William Smartt.

110.  Orders & Fellowships — BOOM is responsible to provide financial and moral 
support to the Order of Elders (Rev. Constance Pak, Chair) and the Order of 
Deacons and Diaconals (Rev. Sonia Jermin, Chair).  BOOM is also responsible 
to offer financial and moral support and coordination of continuing formation 
for local pastors through the Fellowship of Associate Members and Local 
Pastors (Rev. Eileen Daunt, Chair). We support each order and fellowship 
through our annual budget. 

111. Conclusion — We have continued the review of policies and procedures began 
in the 2008 conference year with the goal of improving candidacy process from 
the district level through the conference board level. We thank Dr. Richard 
Lau for his dedicated and excellent work as Coordinator of the Ministerial 
Education Fund and welcome in their new roles Rev. Janet Hodge as the new 
Coordinator of MEF; as well as Rev. Vicky Fleming who took over fully the 
role of Elder Ordination Registrar We trust that our work continues to strengthen 
connectedness throughout the New York Annual Conference. 
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COMMITTEE ON EpISCOpACy (2010)

Rev. Kristina Hansen and Rev. Robert D. Sorozan, Co-Chairs
Concur: 54, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence, NYAC conference session: adopted

101.  The Committee on the Episcopacy acts as a sort of “Pastor Parish Relations 
Committee” for our Bishop and the New York Annual Conference. In this 
capacity, it works to support the Bishop in his on-going ministry to our 
conference, provide feedback regarding his ministry, be available to provide 
counsel, and to interpret to the people of the Conference the nature and the 
function of the Episcopal office (see paragraph 635.3 of the Book of Discipline 
for a full description of the function of the committee).

102.  We have met together twice during the past year. During this time we were 
able to have open and lively conversations with Bishop Park about his vision 
for the New York Annual Conference. These discussions were informal and the 
members of the committee were free to ask questions and raise concerns. Our 
experience with Bishop Park has been very positive; he is more than willing to 
listen to our concerns and he has always followed up following the meeting. 
Even though Jeremiah Park has the official title of “Bishop,” he is very much a 
“Pastor” at heart.

103.  The committee will be meeting in the fall and begin the process for the 
quadrennial review of our Bishop for the year 2012. This will be a rather 
extensive process involving the input of many different committees and 
persons, lay and clergy, in the New York Annual Conference. The committee 
recognizes its responsibilities, especially as it involves providing input for the 
future Episcopal leadership of the Conference. Please expect updates through 
our Conference Newsletter in the future.

104.  The Episcopal residence is in relatively good shape at this time. We are 
contemplating only general upkeep for the “Bishop’s Parsonage” in the year 
ahead. Related to this is a need to increase the amount of funding from the 
New York Annual Conference for the Bishop’s residence as the monies from 
the national church Episcopal Fund has been reduced over the years and we 
have been under-funding it. Our committee will be in discussions with the 
Conference Board of Trustees and with C.F. & A. regarding this concern.

105.  Finally, we would like to honor one of our members who will be retiring this 
year. Ernest Swiggett has been a part of our committee for many years. His wise 
counsel and enthusiasm has carried us through many challenges and tasks. And 
when we were thoroughly confused by the subtleties of Episcopal funding, he 
guided us with grace and patience until it almost made sense. God bless you 
Ernest—have a blessed retirement and come back to visit us!
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fELLOwShIp Of LOCAL pASTORS ANd ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Eileen M. Daunt, Chairperson
Concur: 52, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence, NYAC conference session: adopted

101. The Fellowship began 2009 with a Retreat at Mount St. Alphonpus with Bishop 
Park. Nineteen members attended the retreat. We met to spend time with 
our Bishop and learned how he saw the role of Local Pastors and Associate 
Members in our conference. We shared in a time of conversation discussing 
the opportunities and challenges for local pastors and associate members. We 
discussed how the Fellowship could be helpful to us as we share in ministry. 
There were many ideas were shared: academic learning opportunities, a time for 
the pastors to participate in worship, Sabbath time, Worship time, Prayer time, 
Healing Time, Caring for One another, Bible Study, worshipful experiences 
which included Bible study, Sharing what did or did not work, some down 
time not necessarily for a program requirement. We also were concerned that 
when an event was planned that it might be held in multiple locations and 
times for greater participation using both weekend and weekdays. There were 
four additional thoughts and concerns first about clergy mentors, second about 
continuity between dCOMs (standards/ expectations), third providing the local 
churches who have not had a local pastor appointed a greater understanding of 
their new clergy person ministry, and fourth that there be greater participation 
practice with and across the ‘boundary lines’ between the Orders and the 
Fellowship. We concluded gathered round in a circle and shared in communion.

102. We have been in the process of developing a leadership team for the Fellowship. 
We have elected offices of Chair-Eileen Daunt, Co-chair: Randolph Yerkes, 
Secretary/ Treasurer: Camille Regolec all had been elected for the quadrennial. 
We invited the District Superintendents to recommend at least one person from 
their district to be on the leadership team for a two year term. Our leadership 
team includes, CH Bridgette LeConey, CT Robert Booth, LIE Gainus Sikes, 
LIW Gordon R Bienvenue, NYCT William Resling, Trudy Codd, and MET to 
be names shortly.  This group will meet with the elected officers to guide, help 
and support local pastors and associate members in our conference.

103. We had our annual breakfast at conference last June. We were able to meet and 
enjoy the fellowship around the table.  

104. Some of the members of the leadership team are in conversation for what we 
will be offering or do next as a fellowship in our conference. 

105. It is indeed an honor and a joy to work alongside so many gifted clergy.
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ORdER Of ELdERS, ANNuAL REpORT fOR 2009

Constance Y. Pak, Chairperson
Concur: 55, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence, NYAC conference session: adopted

101. The Leadership Team of the Order of Elders had a plenary meeting during 
its spring retreat and conducted our business by teleconference with as many 
e-mails and phone calls as needed during 2009.  

102. The present Leadership Team of the Order of Elders include:  Constance Y. 
Pak (Chair), Eldon Simpson (Vice-Chair), Thomas Theilmann (Treasurer/
Registrar), T. Anne Daniel (Recording Secretary), Joseph Piccirillo, Enrique 
Lebron, Joyce Wilkerson, Carmen M. Ortiz, Janet Hodge, Evelyn McDonald, 
Ann Pearson (Ex-Officio:  Director of Connectional Ministries).  We still need to 
add a representative from the Long Island West, Metropolitan and Connecticut 
districts.  As far as matters related to the Cabinet were concerned, the Chair 
has directly communicated with the Deans of the Cabinet, Rev. Gunshik Shim 
(before June 2009) and then Rev. Noel Chin. 

103. After Easter, the Order of Elders’ eighth annual Spiritual Retreat was held 
from Tuesday, April 21 to Friday, 24, 2009, at Mount Saint Alphonsus, Esopus, 
New York.  Going through a very difficult economic crisis/recession in 2008 
and still in 2009, in our homes and our ministries, all of us are exhausted.  In 
order to move forward, we needed to lift up our tired souls, spirits and bodies.  
Therefore, this sacred gathering was offered to all Elders including those to 
be ordained as Elders in June 2009, and all clergy members of the New York 
Annual Conference.  The fee at the retreat center has been raised substantially.  
However, considering the difficult financial situations in all the churches, the 
Order of Elders provided scholarships and kept the registration fee as low as 
possible.  The discounted fee was $290.00 for regular registration and $240.00 
for retirees and clergy who are serving less than full-time appointments.  
About 63 clergy members attended in this retreat and they earned 1.3 points of 
continuing education credit.   

104. Under the theme of “Sabbath, Worship, and All That Jazz,” two highly gifted 
leaders were invited.  The first session was led by Rev. Dr. Kirk Byron Jones, 
Professor of Ethics and Preaching at Andover Newton Theological School.  He 
is a well-known author who has published many best-selling books, and is also 
a dynamic speaker who has been hailed by preachers and preaching professors 
as “awesome,” “remarkable,” and “amazing.”  He helped the participants learn 
the breakout principles of personal time-making, rush-resistance, solitude 
creation, how to preach and speak with great freedom, joy, confidence and 
passion, and how to enjoy the Jazz of life and ministry with holy playing.  The 
second session was lead by Rev. Dr. Miyoung Paik, a multi-gifted artist and 
creative worship designer, who has served as resident visual artist for the South 
Carolina Annual Conference for many years.  During the retreat, Rev. Paik 
inspired us to interweave prayer and worship as one monolithic entity so that 
prayer would be an integral and organic part of the whole worship experience.  
For example, after reading Matthew 11:28-30 and Psalm 23, the participants 
contemplated and prayed.  In silence, they translated their prayers into these 
images in circles.  This “circle drawing” is a form of prayer.  During the New 
York Annual Conference time in June 10-13, 2009, the participants’ “Circle 
Drawings” were displayed.  



LE
G

IS
LA

T
IV

E
 S

E
C

T
IO

N
 4

192 - REpORTS & pETITIONS

105. The Order of Elders also offered the Day Apart on Thursday, October 15, 2009 
at the Memorial/Central Korean United Methodist Church in White Plains, 
New York, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  About 70 clergy attended and they 
earned 0.4 point of continuing education credit. For this special gathering, we 
invited a unique speaker with a very interesting subject.  Under the theme of 
“The Universe — Its Origin, Its Fate:  Hands-On Astronomy for Clergy,” Dr. 
Donald Lubowich guided us to see “What’s in the Heavens.”  Dr. Lubowich is 
a Research Scientist, the Coordinator of Astronomy Outreach, and an Adjunct 
Associate Professor in the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Hofstra 
University, Hempstead, New York.  He has been a senior scientist for the 
American Institute of Physics in its Scientific Publishing Center.  Although God 
promises Abraham to make his descendants as numerous as there are stars in the 
sky (Gen. 15:5), there are only 11,000 stars in the sky visible without a telescope 
over the course of one year.  By stimulating our curiosity, Dr. Lubowich helped 
us to understand fundamental questions about the Universe and ultimately how 
God can be made manifest within our current understanding of the cosmos.

106. After the New York Annual Conference, as in previous years, the chairperson 
has sent out a congratulatory welcome letter to the newly ordained Elders (10), 
and thank-you and farewell letters to the retirees (12 Elders and 1 Local Pastor) 
of the class of 2009.

107.  As a personal accomplishment, the chairperson, Constance Pak, has finished 
her Doctor of Ministry degree from Wesley Theological Seminary in May 2009 
with her dissertation, THE ORDER OF ELDERS NEW YORK ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH:  A CASE STUDY.  In 
it, she focused and went through a short history of peer accountability for 
Methodist preachers and historical process of the creation of the Order of Elders 
in our denomination.  As a founding member of the Leadership Team of the 
Order of Elders of the New York Annual Conference in February 2000, and 
as the chairperson since June 2002, she has thoroughly studied the history and 
organized her knowledge and experience as chairperson of the Order of Elders 
of the New York Annual Conference in writing.  It is her hope that the visioning 
process in her thesis would be a useful tool for the next step for the Order of 
Elders to take.  It is the first case study written since the establishment of the 
Order of Elders by the General Conference in 1996.  Her thanks extend to all 
Elders and clergy in the New York Annual Conference.  They are the actual, 
unsung heroes and heroines who made this project possible.  Without them, 
there would be no Order of Elders and no vision for the covenant community 
which we dream together in the present and for the future.  As the presenter and 
a panelist for the overview of the Order of Elders, Constance Pak was invited 
to the Discernment Event sponsored by the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry at the Simpsonwood Retreat Center, Atlanta, GA, on January 22 – 
25, 2009.        

108. Presently the Leadership Team is preparing for the Retreat 2010, which will 
take place from April 20-23, at Mount St. Alphonsus.  We have also set the date 
for the Day Apart:  Thursday, October 14, 2010 at the Memorial/Central Korean 
United Methodist Church in White Plains, New York.  The Leadership Team 
of the Order of Elders prays that our work for our colleagues in the New York 
Annual Conference continues to be joyful, fruitful and meaningful, all for the 
glory of God.
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SExuAL EThICS RESpONSE TEAM REpORT 2009

For Information Only — This Report Was Not Presented to The Annual 
Conference Session

Lorraine De Armitt, Convener
The purpose of the Sexual Ethics Response Team remains: to facilitate the response to 
allegations of clergy sexual misconduct; to provide a trained resource for the District 
superintendent in determining the probability of an allegation; to assist in recommending 
advocates for complainants and support persons for those accused; to assist the District 
superintendent in determining the feasibility of mediation and settlement.  The Response 
Team in not a mediation team, nor is it an investigative body.
We have a team of qualified persons in place,  with a good geographical spread 
throughout the conference boundaries, with some diversity regarding cultural and 
language background.   
Anyone who desires to discuss a concern regarding sexual misconduct may contact 
their clergyperson, another UMC clergyperson, a District Superintendent, the Bishop, 
and/or a member of the Sexual Ethics Response Team. It is expected that all Staff-
parish Relations Committee chairperson, lay members to Annual Conference and 
clergy shall have received and keep available the Sexual Ethics Policy and Procedure 
Booklet. 
Questions or concerns can be directed to the Rev. Lorraine De Armitt.  
Members of the NYAC Sexual Ethics Response Team as of March 2010:
Rev. Lorraine De Armitt, Convener (Southold UMC) 631-765-3449; Rev. Mel 

Kawakami (Newtown UMC); Kristy De Armitt (Middle Island, NY); Rev. 
Cynthia Dodd (West Haven, CT); Rev. Dale Ashby (East Branch UMC); Sarah 
Capers (LIW Dist); Rev. Sung Moy (Poughquag UMC)

pETITION #2010-401 — RESOLuTION: “puLpIT ShARING/ExChANGE 
SuNdAyS”
Concur: 0, Non-Concur: 54, Abstain: 0; 100% non-concurrence, NYAC conference session: 
not adopted 


