
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

We ourselves feel that what 

we are doing is just a drop 

in the ocean. But the ocean 

would be less because of 

that missing drop.” 

 Mother Teresa 
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September 2013 begins Rev. Robert Grimm’s third year 
appointed to St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Rockville 
Centre, NY. In November 2012 Bob received a call from 
NYAC Mission/Outreach Coordinator Joseph Ewoodzie asking 
if St. Mark’s would consider serving as a housing center for 
out of area work groups responding to victims of Super Storm 
Sandy. He readily agreed. It soon became evident that Long 
Island would require a response coordination center for the 
Long Beach, Rockaway, and Island Park areas. St. Mark’s 
agreed to fulfill this role with Bob in the position of site 
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administrator. The work then began of initiating and coordinating work visitations between 
storm survivors and outside volunteer groups who travelled from all over the U.S. to aid in 
the recovery effort. Ms. Roberta Ziolkowski of St. Mark’s has been a central figure in the 
site coordination process. St. Mark’s also formed a local emergency response phase 
volunteer team comprised of members from the Rockville Centre congregation and the 
neighboring communities. This effort brought about a volunteer coalition with the 
Presbytery of Long Island early in 2013. St. Mark’s has also served as an emergency 
response training site.  
As we enter the reconstruction phase of recovery, Pastor Bob has taken on the role of 
housing administrator for the conference United Methodist L.I. Sandy Recovery Ministry. 
Due to the nature of the work on affected homes being more involved, response teams 
will be spending more time in the area. Providing adequate housing for visiting teams will 
be crucial to the recovery effort. If you, or someone or some group you know of, can 
provide accommodations for visiting groups please contact our office. 
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This time of year reminds us we are not alone.  We are not unrelated atoms, bouncing 
and ricocheting amid aliens, but are a part of something, which holds and sustains us.  
As we struggle with shopping lists and invitations, compounded by December’s bad 
weather, it is good to be reminded that there are people in our lives who are worth this 
aggravation, and people to whom we are worth the same.  This time of year shows us 
the ties that bind us together, threads of love and caring, woven in the simplest and 
strongest way within our family and friends. 

  Paraphrased from a quote by Donald E. Westlake. 

 

Best wishes and Peace to our Sandy Recovery Workers and Friends and Families. 
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On Sunday, November 10th, the Massapequa Junior Women’s Club held a dinner 
honoring the “Unsung Heros” of Super Storm Sandy at the Il Felice restaurant.  Two 
of the three honorees were our own Peggy Racine and Pastor Jeff Wells.  After Sandy 
hit Long Island, Pastor Jeff drove through the area and quickly realized that the 
extent of the disaster required a disaster relief center, which he committed to set up 
in the Community United Methodist Church in Massapequa.  Peggy stepped up to set 
up the office, creating forms, flyers, schedules, and file systems for records keeping.  
She also coordinated the office volunteers and teams coming in from as far as 
Nebraska, Wisconsin, the Carolinas, and other states.  One team flew in from 
California!  She also arranged for local volunteers who worked with the teams, or 
prepared lunches and helped in the office.  This church kept going even when other 
relief efforts stopped; and are still hard at work a year later!  Their efforts have 
expanded to the entire South Shore of L.I.  None of this would have been possible if it 
weren’t for the hard work of Pastor Jeff Wells, Peggy Racine and the entire Disaster 
Team at the Church.  Framed certificates and bouquets were presented by local 
politicians to Jeff and Peggy, and the Massapequa office staff was also recognized. 

Cynde Briggs of Team Hope from Oskaloosa, Iowa: 

Hicksville United Methodist Church ... was our home for the week and our stay was 

great.  The work that was set up for us was appreciated as we have been in places 

before and not known from one day to another where we would be going so we 

appreciated the week set up and ready for us.  Pastor Grimm at St. Marks (Rockville 

Centre office) was also very accommodating and if we needed anything, he was right 

there to get it for us.   

From Pastor Lucy Webb of the Columbus Ohio team: 

Our team had an incredible experience with your office. The support and hospitality you 

all showed us was abundant. ... We were grateful for your organization and your 

coaching about how to engage homeowners, and local team leader Tom Melia’s 

expertise and attitude were such a blessing. He was eager to share his story and the 

story of the area, but also took time to get to know the students with whom we worked. 

Team Comments on their Work  

 

 No communication except through cell phones. It was frightening when your cell 

phone started to lose its charge. Separated from the outside world! 

 The realization of how dependent we have become on electrical power for the 

simplest things. 

 The heartwarming occurrence of receiving phone calls from out of area folks who 

wanted to travel to help our community, people cared!! 

 The struggle to become organized and the issues surrounding worksite / volunteer 

coordination and housing. 

 The wonderful experience of the shared fellowship and camaraderie of working 

with the devoted teams from Massapequa and Freeport. The friendships created.  

 The compassionate satisfaction of knowing that we (Rockville Centre) have helped 

43 homes owners and  to date St. Mark's facilitated a total of 174 volunteers which 

totaled: 1,557 volunteer hours. 

One Year After Sandy:  Rockville Centre Remembers 

 

Recipe for Success 
 
All of you cooks out there know that a 
recipe is only as successful as the 
quality of it’s ingredients. The UM LI 
Sandy Recovery Ministry’s success is 
missing one of those key ingredients!!  
YOU!!  We need volunteers to help 
our program reach out to those who 
need us most.  To volunteer for the 
day, please call Peggy Racine at 516-
795-1322. If you are interested in 
bringing a team to the Long Island 
area and need housing, please go to 
www.nyac.com/response to register. 
With the help of volunteers, we can 
continue to rebuild Long Island “One 
Home at a Time”.   

 
 
 
 

 

 LI Sandy Recovery Ministry Honored at Dinner 

 
 
 

Pastor Lucy’s team enjoying a 
brief break at Community 
United Methodist Church in 
Massapequa. 

Pastor Jeffry Wells and Peggy Racine 

http://www.nyac.com/response

