
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Two years ago, Super Storm 
Sandy barreled into the east 
coast on October 29, 2012, and 
the Camuso family’s life changed 
forever.  Christopher Camuso, a 
single parent in Staten Island, 
watched as his house was torn 
apart by the storm.  He lost 
everything, but the structure 
remained and so did the health 
of his children.  Unsure about his 
own situation and being a 
selfless person, he focused his 
efforts on neighbors who needed 
help, mucking and gutting.  
When the time came for him to 
make decisions, he chose to stay 
and rebuild.   
Wednesday, October 29, 2014, 
exactly two years later, the 
Camuso family is returning home 
with the help of Yellow Boots 
USA, Guyon Rescue, and the 
New York Annual Conference of 
the United Methodist Church.  
These organizations, along with 
the volunteers, celebrated with 
Christopher as he cut the tape to 
his rebuilt home.   

  Superstorm Sandy:  2 years later 

 

LI Unmet Needs Roundtable at Work   

 The United Methodist Church 
is a major partner of the Long 
Island Long Term Recovery 
Group (LTRG) that operates 
the Unmet Needs Round-
table (UNR) on Long Island.  
The roundtable meets weekly 
to bring donors together with 
disaster case managers.  
Funding for unmet needs is 
provided to individuals 
lacking personal resources.  

There are many similar 
happy stories all over the 
region, but there are still 
families whose homes are 
still in need of repair; families 
who want to return to their 
homes. 
Led by Tom Vencuss, the 
Coordinator of Disaster 
Recovery Ministries, NYAC is 
working with over 20 other 
faith based and non-profit 
groups. Since November, 
2012, NYAC has coordinated 
nearly 40,000 volunteer 
hours. Through the generous 
grants from the American 
Red Cross, UMCOR, and 
United Methodist congre-
gations, they have assisted 
450 families in their recovery.  
Our Sandy Recovery ministry 
has funded projects and 
direct aid to clients in excess 
of $2.235 million.  
There is much more work to 
be done.  In NYC alone, 
there are approximately 
26,000 homes registered 

with government backed 
programs.  These are homes 
that need repair in order for 
families to recover.   
It is said that each confer-
ence is responsible for their 
own disasters.  As United 
Methodists, we are a 
connectional denomination 
that crosses city, county, 
state and country borders.  
When one conference is in 
need, the United Methodists 
are there to help in any way 
they can.  As Tom Vencuss 
states, “We often say that 
while Methodists may not 
always be the first in, we are 
among the last to leave.  We 
are in this for the long haul.”   

Be the blessing: We still need 

skilled and unskilled volun-

teers for the projects that are 

coming up and continuing 

throughout the affected 

areas.  For more details, see 

our website: www.nyac.com.   

These funds go directly to 
vendors, which ensures a 
transparent and traceable 
system.  The UMC is one of 
the founding members of the 
LI-LTRG, and helped with its 
organization just after Super 
storm Sandy hit.  Disaster 
Case Managers, from the 
UMC and other agencies, 
present the needs of clients 
to the UNR for review.  

Clients must meet income 
limits as well as other 
established criteria to be 
considered for funding of 
their unmet needs.  Since 
mid 2013, when the UNR 
began operating, the table 
has funded over $3M.  The 
UMC has committed nearly 
$300K to the Roundtable for 
distribution.   
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We ourselves feel that what 

we are doing is just a drop 

in the ocean. But the ocean 

would be less because of 

that missing drop.” 

 Mother Teresa 
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“To catch the reader’s 

attention, place an 

interesting sentence or 

quote from the story 

here.” 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a 

promotional tool is that 

you can reuse content 

from other marketing 

materials, such as press 

releases, market studies, 

and reports. 

While your main goal in 

distributing a newsletter 

might be to sell your 

product or service, the key 

to a successful newsletter 

is making it useful to your 

readers. 

Inside Story Headline 
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You can also research 

articles or find “filler” 

articles by accessing the 

World Wide Web. You can 

write about a variety of 

topics, but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you 

put in your newsletter can 
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A great way to add useful 

content to this newsletter 

is to develop and write 

your own articles, or to 

include a calendar of 

upcoming events or a 

special offer that promotes 

a new product. 
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put in your newsletter can 

also be used for your Web 

site. Microsoft Word offers 

a simple way to convert 

your newsletter to a Web 

publication. So, when 

you’re finished writing 

your newsletter, convert it 

to a Web site and post it. 
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Team Pictures from November 2012 to September 2014 

These are team pictures in our collection from the 
start of the Sandy Relief mission to date.  Can 

you find your team here?? 


