
18 Retirees Sent Off With Love
With more than 400 years of ser-

vice combined, 18 clergy members 
of the conference were received into 
retirement during Thursday night’s 
celebration. The group not only shared 
in their longevity of service, but in a 
wide geographical reach as well, with 
ministry in five annual conferences.

As Rev. Noel Chin and Rev. Jessica 
Anschutz introduced the names, mem-
bers of the group offered some final 
thoughts via personal videos. They all 
expressed a deep gratitude for their 
lives in ministry. Some were antici-
pating the opportunity to spend more 
time with family and friends, time to 
write, or pursue other passions. Many 
expressed excitement for the next 
phase of their lives, as one remarked, 
“Be open and available to God’s plans. 
Life doesn’t get any better than that.”

Bishop Jane Allen Middleton 
congratulated each clergy member, 
thanked them for their service, and 
shared a bit of advice – from one Unit-
ed Methodist retiree to another.

 “We began with something called 
an order of farewell, but this is not 
farewell, my friends,” Bishop Middle-
ton warned.

“You will always be in our hearts. 
You have left such a huge part of your-
selves in these churches, and you may 

be called upon to serve again.”
Those honored for their service to 

the conference are:
Estella Voner Abel
Walter C. Barton, Jr.
Susan Chadwick
Jacob S. Dharmaraj
Robert Ellis Kersten
DaleEllen Krazmien
Koonae Annie Lee
James W. Moore

The retirement class of clergy members share the stage as the service ends, surrounded by family and friends.

PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE PARSONS
Bishop Middleton, above, congratu-
lates Rev. Barbara Mungin; at right, 
Rev. Russell Waldmann stands to be 
recognized. Retiree Rev. Jacob Dhar-
maraj is seated in front right.

Barbara J. Mungin
Tilda A. Norberg
Anne M. Rossini
Wendy Karen Steed
Judith A. Stevens
Louise Stowe-Johns
Russell G. Waldmann
Elaine E. Welsh
Elizabeth Levant Williams
Kenny Kang Yi



Violinist Jennifer Axelson and vocalist Sharon Palatucci combined on a haunting 
version of the Jewish prayer, “Ani Ma’ Amin.” 

As an opportunity to remember and 
give thanks, the conference gathered 
to pay tribute to the saints who passed 
from this life into the next in the last 
year. Those remembered included 
clergy, spouses, laity and cherished 
friends of the conference.

“May this be a healing time, espe-
cially for those who have lost loved 
ones,” said Bishop Jane Allen Middle-
ton as the Thursday morning service 
began.

Rev. Fred Jackson, conference secre-
tary, led the call to remembrance, and 
Rev. Sungchan Kim, superintendent 
of the Long Island 
West District, offered 
a message of hope and 
consolation.

A haunting version 
of the Jewish prayer, 
“Ani Ma’Amin,” 
by violinist Jennifer 
Axelson and vocalist 
Sharon Palatucci pre-
pared the way for the 
reading of the names. 
As Jackson read each 
name, a lit votive can-
dle was placed at the 
cross and the sound of 
a jing rang out.

With Philippians 
3:20-21 as his guiding 
scripture, Kim urged 
the gathering to trust 
in God’s promise of 
eternal life.

“Don’t be afraid of 
getting old,” said Kim. 
“You are not simply 
a physical body, but 
also a spiritual one . . . 
don’t be afraid of get-
ting weak because you 
are being renewed day 
by day.  Don’t be afraid to die.”

He noted that many people today 
are concerned about “dying well” – 
dying with dignity. But he suggested a 
different focus.

“People have concerns about dying 
well, but no concerns about victory 
over death,” he said.  “Dying well is 
about life on earth, not about eternity.”

Kim shared his personal story of 
falling into a coma after contracting 
malaria from a mosquito bite while 
visiting Africa. As he lay in the coma 
for several days, his wife began to 
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consider his funeral service even 
though God had told her that her hus-
band would be raised from the coma 
on the eighth day.

“God did that,” Kim explained. 
“During those seven days, my spirit 
was being pushed to edge of the cliff, 
but my spirit called for Jesus and 
rebuked the devil.

“Death not the end of life at all . . . 
There is eternal life after this earthly 
life. It has been revealed to us in scrip-
ture. We shall not all sleep but all shall 
be changed,” he said.

Kim closed his remarks by singing, 

“Saved by Grace,” one of his favorite 
hymns.

The service drew to a close with a 
reaffirmation of baptism using the col-
lected waters from the conference and 
the sharing in Holy Communion.

Those remembered during the ser-
vice are:

CLERGY MEMBERS: Ivan Fran-
cis Gossoo, Michael Inego Nathaniel 
Dash, Jack William Henry Mattair, 
Juanita Valyou Middlebrook, Thom-
as Frank Beveridge, Richard Robert 
Guice, Kermit B. Morrison, Rachel C. 
Ye Kim, Paul Allen Godburn, Louise 
(Dominica) Thomas, Russell D. Good-
win, L. Lester McGonagle, Edward F. 
Dobihal Jr., and Milca Celeste Plaud

SPOUSES OF CLERGY: Evelyn 
(Silvernale) Day, Ann (Livingston)

Continued on next page
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A votive candle was lit and placed on 
the altar, above, as each name of the 
departed was read by Rev. Fred Jack-
son, at left. Rev. Rev. Ben (Dong Yun) 
Yoo played the jing.

By Rev. Joanne S. Utley



Visitors, Past and Present
Thursday night’s schedule brought some special visitors. John Wesley showed 
up to offer a historical, yet so relevant, message about finding grace in holy con-
ferencing. And although Charles didn’t make the trip with his brother, a mighty 
ministry of song was provided by a team from the Harriman UMC. Below, Pastor 
Wendy Paige and her brother, Jermaine Paul, rock the house. 

Thanks Again
Bishop Middleton offered a 
special word of gratitude to 
Rev. Ann Pearson (seen at left 
with Rev. Matt Curry) for step-
ping back in to oversee this 
year’s annual conference.
“You have been a godsend,” 
she said. Curry, who begins 
work as the director of Con-
nectional Ministries on July 1, 
was praised by Middleton for 
the new energy and possibili-
ties he will bring to the post.

Continued from previous page
Carvalho, Katherine (Wolven) 

Dunlap

WIDOWS/WIDOWERS OF CLER-
GY: Ellis R. Hill, Jr., Willavene Sand-
bek, Cherry Grossman, Jean Waters, 
Mary Elizabeth (Stevenson) Smyres, 
Dorothea (Mitchell) Queen, Estelle 
(Miller) Jackson, Ismay A. Hoyte-
Isaac, Sarah (Wilson) Ohms, Elizabeth 
(Keeney) Hill, Eleanor “Ellie” Ver-
Nooy, Arline Priscilla Johnson, Doro-
thy (Setchel) Holman, Joyce (Martin) 
Reid, Wilmetta (Turkington) Abel, 
Helen (Joslin) Gould, and Francis 
(Templin) Olson

CHILDREN OF CLERGY: Paul 
Bosley

LAITY: Nancy L. Pinkard Fowlkes

SPECIAL REMEMBRANCES: John 
Wallace Bardsley; Sara Jo (Greever) 
Bardsley; Martin D. McLee, resident 
bishop; and Keith Allen Muhleman

Remembering
The Saints

Bishop Middleton tosses the collected 
waters in remembrance of our bap-
tisms during the memorial service.



committee.
The church helped the Chinatown 

community survive the 9/11 tragedy 
and its resulting emotional stresses 
and economic hardships. The CUMC’s 
ministry has focused on several areas 
over the years: Christian education; 

The Chinese United Methodist 
Church was honored Thursday night 
by the conference archives for its 
ministry to the Chinese community 
in Manhattan throughout the last 50 
years. The church, housed in the old 
Five Points Mission building in lower 
Manhattan, will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary in 2016,, but the roots of 
Methodist ministry to the Chinese in 
Manhattan go back to the 1870s.

Leslie Reyman, archives chairper-
son, paid tribute to the congregation 
as a vital part of the Chinatown 
community, witnessing to God’s grace 
and love through its service to those 
in need. Part of the mission of the 
Commission on Archives and History 
and the C. Wesley Christman Archives 
is to help local churches care for their 
historical records and use them to tell 
the stories of their ministry through 
the years.

Receiving the award for the church 
were Rev. Dr. Huibing He, associate 
pastor; Arthur Ng, CUMC lay lead-
er and lay representative to annual 
conference; and Rev. James Law's 
wife, Stella Law, who serves on the 
Board of Laity and conference sessions 

In his first report to 
annual conference since 
becoming the director 
of church development 
and revitalization, Rev. 
Dr. Derrick-Lewis Noble 
noted, “We are God’s ve-
hicle for transforming the 
world. So the work of the 
church is very important 
to God.”

He offered five key ways 
of returning vitality to our 
churches:

Key #1: Our love for 
Jesus must be top priority. 
Express love for God with 
emotional intensity. The 
power of Pentecost is not 
confined to a date on the 
lectionary calendar. After all the Lord 
has done for us, the least we can do is 
give God some energy.

Key 2: Clergy and lay leaders 
actively set the spiritual temperature. 
Stick the thermometer in your own 
mouth. Everything rises and falls on 
leadership – not just clergy leadership. 

Archives Honor Ministry of  Chinese UMC

Conference Archivist Beth Patkus, right, presents a plaque to representatives of 
Chinese UMC (from left): Rev. Dr. Huibing He, Arthur Ng, and Stella Law.

Noble: Vitality Begins With Love of  Jesus
Rev. Dr. Derrick-Lewis 
Noble has spent his 
first year in the
conference sharing 
his passion for Jesus 
and the church.

small group ministry, evangelism, 
annual Joyful News Festival; mission 
work in China, Russia, and Malaysia; 
and social action to meet the needs of 
immigrants in the community (includ-
ing youth ministry and the church’s 
immigration clinic). 

Leadership is the “lid” that either hin-
ders growth or unleashes it. Become a 
better leader to have a better church.

Key 3: Create a deliberate focus on, 
and planning around, evangelism. The 
number one mistake that churches 
make are activities strictly geared to 
the people already in the boat. Break 

the year up into quarters 
and then plan one event 
for each period that reach-
es out to those with no 
connection to the church.

Key 4: Prayer always 
precedes revival. When 
was last time your church 
got together speficially 
to ask God to help you 

grow? During prayer time on Sun-
day, call out the names of people who 
don’t know the Lord.

Key 5: Be willing to take a risk. 
Change your liturgy, try church at 
other times. Get out of the robes. Take 
risks because we serve a God who can 
do anything. Go change your church!


