
Have you ever held your head in your 
hands as you watched the evening 
news?  Has a photo of refugee children 

who know nothing but squalid tents and lines 

for water moved you to tears? 

Do you routinely despair of ever seeing a 
world that reflects the realm of God?  Does 
the refrain “But what can I do?” dog 
your efforts to bring some relief to the 

many situations that call to us for assistance? 

Be Glad and Rejoice! 
Our Methodist connection makes it possible for us to reach out 
to people all around the world and in our neighborhood, without 
even leaving our pews!  Of course, sometimes we do want to 
(and should) take action ourselves, but often the best way that 
we can help complex situations is through the many agencies 
and structures that the UMC has in place around the world – 
and Peace with Justice Sunday is the way we fund these 
solutions to despair. 

The United Methodist Church states that peace with justice will 
only be achieved “when all people have access to adequate jobs, 
housing, education, food, health care, income support and clean 
water” and when “structures and systems that reflect economic 
exploitation, war, political oppression, and cultural domination no 
longer exist.” This is a tall order that will take dedicated effort from all 
of us!  This is why we rely on the General Board of Church and 
Society and its local counterpart the Conference Board, to analyze 
and implement solutions to long term poverty and injustice. 

The Peace with Justice offering collected each year is divided, 
with half retained by the New York Annual Conference to fund our  
social justice ministries. The other half is sent to the General Board in 
Washington, DC. Together, this money helps us spread the gospel of 
peace and justice in 136 countries around the world and right here in 
our six conference districts.  We are making a difference from Liberia 
to Long Island, from Pakistan to Poughkeepsie! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY 2016 

 
This year, Peace with Justice Sunday falls on May 22 – but your 

church can decide to take up the collection any time that suits your 
local schedule.  As the main source of funds for our Conference 
Board of Church and Society, we rely on your generosity to keep our 
whole conference working for justice! Here are some of the activities 
that your donations fund:  

 Making it possible to hire part-time coordinators to 
organize, engage and advocate on your behalf 

 Sponsoring an “Immigrant Welcoming Communities” 
training workshop (in conjunction with the Immigration 
Task Force), to help churches become more responsive to 
our newest neighbors 

 Creating a Study Guide for the book The Cross and the 
Lynching Tree, as one facet of a campaign to raise 
awareness about incarceration issues 

 Organizing an ecumenical Prayer Vigil in New York  about 
immigration issues, led by Bishop Jane Middleton with 
many clergy and lay advocates 

 Arranging for a full size replica of a solitary confinement 
cell to be displayed at Annual Conference, so that we can 
all experience firsthand why this practice is considered 
torture by the UN and advocate for changes in its use with 
a legislation campaign 

 Distributing notices of current social justice issues through 
our mailing list (sign up by emailing us at 
churchandsociety@nyac-umc.com) 

 Planning a full day symposium “I was in prison and you….” 
for Saturday, October 1, 2016, where we will explore a 
wide range of prison ministry opportunities throughout our 
conference 

The Conference Board of Church and 
Society thanks you in advance for your 
generosity!  Help make peace with justice 
be a priority of our church!  And please read 

more details about all this important work at 
www.nyac.com/cbcs and http://umc-gbcs.org/. 

http://www.nyac.com/cbcs
http://umc-gbcs.org/

