
Living into Christ’s Mandate to “Go”
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor

With a litany highlighting the 250 
years of Methodist history in New 
York and Connecticut, opening wor-
ship began with a celebration of the 
songs written by six of our conference 
forebears. Following the processional, 
“Easter People, Raise Your Voices,” 
Rev. Dr. Holly Haile Davis offered a 
welcome to the “island of shells” on 
behalf of the Shinnecock Nation.

After the exhortation of the great 
commission from Matthew 28 in six 
different languages, Bishop Jane Allen 
Middleton told the gathering, “I thank 
God daily for being your bishop. I 
can’t think of any other place I would 
rather be. I hope that you can say that, 
too.”

In her message, she celebrated 12 
years of paying the conference’s full 
apportionments, raising more than $1 
million for Imagine No Malaria, the 
renovation of the conference center, 
and an increase in mission teams to 
serve locally and around the world.

But we still need to take a hard 
look at how we can be the church in 
our time. The bishop suggested that 
churches have been too long im-
mersed in taking care of themselves.

“Jesus told us to go . . . When you 
hear that commandment and then 
nothing happens, I have to ask, ‘What 
part of go don’t you understand?’ “

She added, “Last year’s theme was 
“Dancing With the Spirit. This year is 
the next logical step – ‘to go.’ There is 
a new reality possible when we trust 
in the Spirit.”

Middleton admitted approach-
ing General Conference in May 
with a sense of fear about the divi-
sions on human sexuality with the 
denomination.

“The visual that came to mind is the 
Hebrew captivity in Egypt. The sea 
is parted and there was a way. God 
provided a way where there was no 
way,” she said. “I think that happened 
at General Conference . . . the bishops 
offered a plan and it was accepted.

“Are we willing to accept the 
God-blessed gifts of the LGBT com-
munity? It breaks my hearts that they 
have been excluded. All truly means 
all . . . we must risk stepping beyond 
our comfort zone. 

“What we have to give is this: Grace 
for all people, God’s love knows no 
limit,” Middleton said.

Members of the Bethel Korean UMC dance group perform.

The great commission of Matthew 
28 was heard in six languages in the 
opening worship, above. Bishop Mid-
dleton, assisted by Rev. Alex Souto, 
pours water into a font as a part of 
remembering our own baptisms.
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14 Approved for Ordination, 13 for Commissioning
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor

With votes of overwhelm-
ing confirmation, 28 can-
didates were approved for 
ministry during last night’s 
clergy session in the Hofs-
tra Student Center.  Those 
approved, and their status, 
are:

Commissioning as provi-
sional deacons: Janet Cox, 
Lea Matthews, Elyse Min-
son, and Maria-Pia Seirup.

Commissioning as 
provisional elders: Carol 
Bloom, Dong Hyun Choi, 
Susan Chupungco, Bruce 
Lamb, Wendy Paige, Angela 
Redman, Paul Smith, Jody 
Spiak, and Elon Sylvester.

Ordination as a deacon: 
David Clegg

Ordination as elders: 
David Collins, Alex da 
Silva Souto, Gia Hall, Lori 
Hartman, Mi Young Kang, 
Roslyn Lee, Won Tack Lee, 
Sung Min Moy, Carole 
Paynter, Todd Pick, Mat-
thew Schaeffer, Marva Ush-
er Kerr, and Julia Winward.

Elected as member in full 
connection: Richard Hayes, 
who is already ordained in 
the Baptist Church.

Rev. Bill Pfohl, chair of 
the NYAC Board of Or-
dained Ministry, wove a 
message around images 
of an Appalachian Service 
Project trip, a heated game 
of dodge ball, the Sermon 
on the Mount, and the Good 
Samaritan.

Pfohl admitted to becom-
ing enraged by a dodge ball 
game while on a mission 
trip to Appalachia. As he 
tried to calm himself with 
a walk, God spoke to him 
about all the poverty and 
oppression he had seen in 
the last week. But yet it was 
this silly game that had 
brought him to “my world.”

“We need to keep the 
main thing, the main thing,” 
Pfohl said, confessing to a 
lesson learned.

The Good Samaritan sees 
someone who is hurt, nearly 

beaten to death. He doesn’t 
stop to consider the conse-
quences, but reaches out in 
compassion.

“Compassion is the salt 
that enlightens every bite of 
life,“ Pfohl said. “Compas-
sion is not something we 
have, but something that 
has us.

“We need laborers 
who feel this hurt,” who 
know what it means to be 
punched in the gut.

“Go out to labor. Be the 
laborer God called you to 
be,” he concluded.

Pastor Steven Knutsen, 

who serves the Seaford 
United Methodist Church 
on Long Island, raised 
questions twice about the 
action taken to affirm four 
of the candidates who had 
recently signed an open 
letter coming out as lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and queer.

He first inquired if BOOM 
had sufficiently examined 
the candidates about being 
celibate in singleness and 
faithful in marriage. Pfohl 
reassured the clergy that 
BOOM had attended to the 
guidelines of the Book Dis-
cipline in their decisions.

“We are excited to have 
them serve us, and with us, 
as clergy,” Pfohl said.

After the votes of ap-
proval, Knutsen presented 
Bishop Middleton with four 
questions of law concerning 
the legality of ordaining 
and/or commissioning 
this group of pastors. The 
bishop will offer a ruling on 
these questions before the 
2016 conference ends.

The service of ordination/
commissioning is scheduled 
for 10 a.m. on Saturday in 
the David Mack Arena. 

Bishop Jane Allen Middleton, far right, quizzes the newly affirmed candidates on the histor-
ic questions for elders and deacons. Rev. Bill Pfohl, below right, offered a sermon on the 
need for compassion in ministry. Four new provisional deacons are Janet Cox, from left, 
Maria-Pia Seirup, Elyse Ambrose and Lea Matthews. 
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After the 217th New York 
Annual Conference was 
officially opened by Bishop 
Middleton, the conference 
took the following action:

Elected Margaret Howe 
as conference secretary for 
the next four years, Ross 
Williams as conference stat-
istician, and also as treasur-
er and director of adminis-
trative services.

Nominated trustee 
candidates: Grace Bryant, 
Kevin Mulqueen, and James 
Perkins.

Approved a motion to en-
dorse two candidates for the 
episcopal election that will 
occur at the Northeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference 
July 11-15.

Nominated two people 
for conference lay lead-
er, Roena Littlejohn and 
Mitch Underwood. (Susan 
Kim was also named, but 
withdrew).

Agreed to allow three 
new petitions to be consid-
ered in legislative session 

that had not been submitted 
five days prior to the start of 
conference.
Lay Leader Report

Bishop Middleton 
thanked Renata Smith for 
her service throughout the 
last eight years.

“Rarely will we find 
someone who really under-
stands what it means to be 
the conference lay leader,” 
Middleton said.

In her last report as lay 
leader, Smith reminded the 
laity that each one of them 
is called to carry out the 
great commission. In refer-
encing a passage from Mat-
thew, she said, “Jesus made 
a circuit of all the towns and 
villages; Jesus went where 
the people were . . . Jesus’ 
heart broke when he saw 
the sick and wounded, so he 
healed them. Where are you 
looking?”

She noted that there are 
now some 1,300 lay servants 
in the conference.

“We are up to the task . . 

. but we’re not making the 
circuit. We’re bypassing 
those who need to hear the 
good news.”

Cabinet Report
Rev. Adrienne Brewing-

ton, superintendent of the 
Long Island East District, 
said in the report of the cab-
inet that the past year had 
been one of many changes 
and transitions.

“It helps to keep in 
mind ‘that all things work 

together for good for those 
who love God, who are 
called according to his 
purpose’,” she said, quoting 
Romans 8:28.

The extended cabinet 
welcomed Catskill Hudson 
District Superintendent 
Tim Riss, and Director of 
Connectional Ministries 
Matt Curry in the past year, 
and said goodbye to Rev. 
Derrick-Lewis Noble. There 
were also difficult discus-
sions about merging or 
closing churches to pro-
vide for new growth. She 
credited the “firm, gentle 
leadership” of Bishop Jane 
Allen Middleton in guid-
ing the group through the 
transitions.

Yet there were many signs 
of new life throughout the 
conference to celebrate, she 
noted. She offered a litany 
of vitality across the six 
districts that included: 

• Mid-Hudson Kore-
an’s success in reaching out 
to second- and third-genera-
tion Koreans, and non-Kore-
ans in Poughkeepsie

• The feeding and 
justice outreach at Clinton 

PICNIC TIME: The Shepherd Singers, led by Fred Brewington, sang under the tent while folks sampled the barbecue.

Getting Down To
Reports & Business

Rev. David Gilmore was 
introduced to the body as 
the new director of congre-
gational development and 
revitalization.

Continued on next page



During the laity session 
Wednesday night, the 
gathering was challenged 
by speaker George How-
ard to focus on developing 
their own personal faith so 
that they, in turn, may go 
out into the world to serve. 
Howard is a deputy gener-
al secretary at the General 
Board of Global Ministries, 
and a founding leader of 
The UMC for All People in 
Columbus, Ohio.

Howard noted that al-
though the world is chang-
ing and the face of mission 
is changing, the task of the 
church remains the same. 
The church is created to 
provide a foundation of 
Christian faith through 
radical hospitality, passion-
ate worship, faith forming 
relationships, extravagant 
generosity, and risk-taking 
service and mission.

These are five portals in 
which people come into the 
life of the church, Howard 
said. So if this is true for the 
church, how does this apply 
to a personal faith formation 
– not about coming in, but 
about going out? Howard 

gave participants an op-
portunity to share with one 
another how God is calling 
each person to stretch in 
these five areas.

Howard talked about a 
variety of models of engag-
ing ministry, citing John 
Wesley with saying that if 
there’s only one thing you 
are going to do this week, 
you are going to go to your 
class meeting; if you are 
going to do two then you go 
to worship.

He shared of his own 
experience of planning 
and starting The UMC for 

Ave. UMC in Kingston
• A new congrega-

tion, Shepherd UMC, meet-
ing at the Bayside UMC that 
offers a joint church school 
program

• The children of 
Newtown UMC in Con-
necticut raising funds for 23 
water filters in Nicaragua. 
Newtown is the home of 
Sandy Hook Elementary.

• The establishment 
of disaster relief HUBs at 
the Seymour and Bayport 
UMCs

• The purchase of 
land to build a home for 
North Fork UMC, a merger 
of four Long Island East 
churches

The cabinet also engaged 
in two mission trips, one 
a four-day work detail to 
help in Hurricane Sandy 
relief efforts, and the other 
a journey to Cambodia and 
South Korea.

Brewington ended her 
report with the lyrics from 
the Godspell song, “Beauti-
ful City:”

Can we see a ray of hope?
One pale thin ray reaching 

for the day.
We can build a beautiful 

city.
Yes, we can; yes, we can.

Getting Down
To Business
Continued from previous page

Rev. Dr. Jacquie King, left, and Pastor Ximena A. Varas presided over Holy Communion 
during the laity session. George Howard, below, deputy general secretary for Mission & 
Evangelism at the General Board of Global Ministries, spoke about training laity.

All People where the focus 
was on worship, affordable 
housing, community music 
and arts, healthy eating and 
living, afterschool pro-
grams, and medical care.

“It’s about planning a 
movement and training la-
ity to go out,” Howard said.

A celebration of Holy 
Communion was led by 
Rev. Dr. Jacquie King and 
Pastor Ximena A. Varas. 
King is leading a workshop 
on vital small-membership 
congregations on Thursday 
afternoon.

Laity: Preparing Ourselves to “Go”

Rev. Dr. Holly Haile Davis 
welcomed the gathering of 
NYAC clergy and laity to 
Long Island off behalf of the 
Shinnecock Nation.
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