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In 2010, a group of four volunteers in mis-
sion from Glenn Memorial United Method-
ist church, Atlanta, GA, led by Ms. Deborah 
Marlowe came to visit Women’s Desk Min-

istry in Cambodia. Mrs. Marilyn Chan, a 
missionary of General Board of Global Min-
istries and a Women’s Desk Ministry’s coor-
dinator, shared with the group about what 
are the challenges in Cambodia, especially 
related to the young generation’s education 

issue. Many poor families could not effort 
to send their children to school or to sup-
port them to pursue their further educa-
tion. And, some families would rather send 
their boys to school instead of girls due to 

the scarcity of their financial resources. 
Many students also drop out of school be-
cause they want to help their parents to 
earn for living .  

Many children are living in  poverty and 
suffered from poor health condition.  A lot 

of teenagers choose to migrant to work in 
Thailand, Korea, or Malaysia to earn for 
their living .  Among them, there are teen-
agers  who have become victims of human 
trafficking . What make it worst is that  
there are also many children who fall into 

child trafficking, mostly girls.  

We would like to thanks for the passions 
and the initiatives of our generous partners 
and the Glenn Memorial UMC, VIM team 
who started to support some female stu-

dents. That makes it possible for them to go 
to University through the scholarship pro-
gram of Women’s Desk Ministry. 

In 2016, through Glenn Memorial UMC, we 
supported 32 students including four pri-
mary school students, nine elementary 
students, seven high school students, ten 

University students, one master degree 
student, and one for a short course  study.  

Women’s Desk Ministry would like to share 
a story of how we build up hope in a life of 
a vulnerable woman. Srey Oun, who lost 
her two eyes due to the acid attack, is 
struggling to raise her two daughters and 
one niece. She got the supports from 

Glenn Memorial scholarship fund. Sup-
porting her family by making hand craft 
business, Srey Oun is very grateful for the 
program that gives a chance for her daugh-
ters and niece to continue their study and 
also for Women Desk for giving the fund 
for her business.  

At the end of 2016, two students will finish 
their bachelor degree and one student will 
finish her master degree of law. The great 
transformation through the education is 
that our three students got a better job. 
One of our brightest students Ms. Samidy 
will graduate her master degree of law in 

September 2016. Currently, she is working 
with an organization that deals with hu-
man trafficking. Ms. Samidy would like to 
give thanks to all the donors at Glenn Me-
morial UMC, Atlanta, Georgia, Annual Con-
ference for their faithful supports during 

her study of master degree. She deeply 
hopes that all the donors will continue to 
support other students to have a chance to 
go to school as her.  

Srey Oun’s daughter, Naomi,      
and Lyda (Srey Oun’s niece)   

Ms.Samidy graduated from   
Bachelor degree of Community 

Development. 
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Women’s Desk Ministry focuses on the improve-
ment of women and children. We would like to see 
them grow in God and improve in their knowledge, 
and skills. We believe that the women are im-

portant for the development of the society.        
According to the Cambodian history, many adults 
have suffered from civil war. Cambodia lost many 
human resources during Khmer Rouge regimes. 
Survivors continue to experience painful stories.  
Some Cambodian adults experienced mental 
health issues, lost of confidence, low esteem, self-
pity, and depressed. Many women are fearful of 
sharing and speaking.  Through the Women’s Desk 
Ministry, many women have gained back their identity as the daughter of God, and a follower of Jesus who saved, forgave, 
restored and healed them. This is the time that the Lord wants us to heal these people. Praise the Lord ! Their lives have been 

transformed.  Women’s Desk Ministry and Cambodian Methodist Women Committees work and collaborate to train Cambodi-
an women to become good leaders. Through the fellowship and training, women understand more about their rights and how 
to protect themselves and help another women in the communities from any forms of violence.  Women start to teach and 
share, and they get the knowledge through home visit and prayer with other women. We give thanks to our Lord, our Father,  
for His kindness and love. Thanks to all donors for keeping us in their prayers and their supports. We would like to thank al l the 
United Methodist Churches in the States and all UMW for supporting  us so that this program can continue.  

Mrs. Norng Savath (Women Dis-
trict Committee in Prey Veng) said,  
“I am so thankful to God and 
Women’s Desk Ministry who  train 

me to be a leader so that I can 
help serving the Lord hand in hand 
with my husband. I am happy that 
I can support him in his ministry as 
a pastor”. Now, she becomes a 
small group leader in Kokroka 

Methodist church in Prey Veng 
province. Savath shows a very 
good example to others in her 
community. She said, “Women 
Empowerment  and  Leadership 

training has a great impact in her 
life, and it has been transformed”.  

Cambodian Methodist Women assembly at Sihaknok Ville, Supported by: Virginia 

 Annual Conference. 

Cambodian Methodist Women need 
more trainings to  improve their 
knowledge to build  up their ability 
and to help their family and church-

es, especially their communities 
where they live in. Through the 
training, women build the relation-
ship among themselves, and they 
also have the chance to encourage 
each other. This gathering is very 

important for the women because 
they are the first teacher in their 
family. They  can always share what 
they leaned with to their family, 
churches and community. We be-

lieve God is working through us to 
save this country and to heal this 
nation. Through all of your prayers, 
supports and financial supports 
make a difference in the lives of 
Cambodian women .  

Ms. Sam Ang, a committee in Svay 
Rieng, has a strong faith in God and 

she loves to encourage other women 
in church and in the community. 
Smiles make her life healthy! God 
give her peace, and she never gives 
up in raising her kids. Her husband 
passed away last 2015, and she rais-

es her children by God’s grace. Every-
where she goes, she shares a hope in 
Christ. She said, “ I learned a lot and 
received a lot of knowledge including 
health care, physically and spiritually 

from Women’s Desk Ministry.” She 
believes that the Lord will build more 
leaders and open a chance for Cam-
bodian Methodist Women as her.  
We give thanks to God for His loves. 

Mrs. Norng Savath Women training & Group Prayer Ms. Sam Ang 

Activities of women training and election 

for new officers last March,2016.  
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Mrs. Sang Ran, a pastor spouse, lives in  Kompong 
Spue province. She used to work as a factory 
worker for sometimes, but  after awhile she felt 
the work is too hard for her. She prayed and 
asked God to open the way for her. She wants to 
help her husband and to earn the income for her 
family. She started shared this prayer with the 
Women’s Desk Ministry. Through livelihood pro-
ject’s grant of Women’s Desk Ministry, her life 
and her family have been changed. There is peace 
in her family!  
 
We give thanks to our Lord for His love and His 
provision to His children. Sang Ran also supports 
her husband’s ministry through providing food 
and finance supports. Her children also can go to 
school as well. 

Last April 2016, the group of Okrouch Methodist 
church in Kompong Thom province received the 
training skill about basket weaving provided spon-
soring by livelihood program of Women’s Desk Min-
istry. There were ten participants joined, including 
one man with disability. This man tries to work so 
hard for this skill training; he hopes to earn money 
for his family though the skills he learned. “When we 
went to the forest to find the vines he cannot go 
with us, but instead his wife went with us to the for-
est with us,’ one of the group member said. During 
the training for the whole week, he was so patient 
and tried his best to learn how to weave a good bas-
ket. Most of this group or O’krouch church members 
are a group of tribe with an unfailing faith in God.  

Mrs. Sang Ran and her husband in front  of her small shop. 

From time to time, Women Desk Ministry is  
working with  local pastors and Methodist church  
members to help them  so that they can  live in a 
better life. By  visiting their home, listening to  
their struggle in life, and praying together with 
them,  Women’s Desk  work cooperatively with all  
local pastors in the districts to develop their 
church members and in the communities so they 
can be transformed.  
 
Women’s Desk provides the seed and the skill for 
the women so that they can get a better income, 
supporting their family and sending their children 
to go to school. Livelihood program provide assistances for the improving the life in the re-
mote areas and as well as in the town. Through Livelihood program, congregations and communi-
ties receives benefits, skills, and knowledge.  Livelihood program of Women’s Desk provides  
includes cows banks, pigs raising, fish raising,  saving groups, open small businesses, chicken 
raising, basket  weaving, vegetables plant, sugar cane machine, hand crafts, sewing ma-
chine...etc. Livelihood reduce the poverty, migration and violence, especially ensuring  enough 
foods for the families.   
 
In the developing country like Cambodia ,  80% of the population  are farmers and poorest. We 
believe this country  will be changed and the whole country will have enough foods to eat, and 
all kids have a chance continue of their study.  We are  thankful to all of our donors for their 
faithfulness in supporting us financially and their prayers. We can continue because all of you. 
Thanks to all the United Methodist churches in  the United State  for always supporting our 
God’s mission in Cambodia. Give thanks to our God, our Father,  for His mercy and  blessing to 
this country through you all.   

Group basket weaving at O’krouch Methodist church in Kompong 

Thom province. 

Sewing Machine  
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How to send funds to New York: 

Make the checks payable to General Council of Finance and Administration 

Designate the funds to:  

Advance Project No: 3020789-Women Empowerment 

Advance Project # 3020788- Livelihood program 

How to Give 
 PHONE: is: 888-252-6174  

  CHECK: Make your check payable to ADVANCE GCFA. Write the name of the project and Ad-
vance number on the memo line of the check. Send your check to the address below: 

Advance GCFA 

P.O. Box 9068 /New York, NY 10087-9068. 

 ONLINE: www.umcmission.org/give. 

Marilyn Chan 
GBGM-Missionary, Cambodian Methodist Women Coordinator 

P.O Box 2493Phnom Penh 3, Cambodia 

E-mail: mchan@umcmission.org 

jmchan7@gmail.com 

Susanna Wesley’s Dormitory  at Samreth Methodist church in Kompong Thom province. This dor-

mitory was built by Fist UMC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. We have 60 girls and 9 boys who stayed at the 

dormitory  and all of these students come from different places. We focus on this project since 2011. Some stu-

dents they know God through they stay at the dorm and they open their heart for God and worship at evening 

and Sunday. Through this dormitory all these students have a chance to go to school through a safe place to  

stay. This is the opportunity to reach out the gospel of God words to the community as well.  This dormitory is 

close the one of the best   high school and institute in Cambodia.  We not only provide a place for stay but we  

mentoring them and how to value each other during they live together. In 2016 we provide one training for 

them about <<Shine>>  or “Neary Reaksmey, is a personal development program with an inspira-

tional, practical and experiential approach to learning”  

Many parents request if we could accommodate more students but the challenge is raising money to expand  

because the current dormitory is full to the maximum. We would like to ask all the donors continue to pray for 

Susanna Wesley’s dormitory and we need more building and school supplies for all these students.   

Many students waiting place for stay.  

http://www.umcmission.org/give

