
Dear Friends,
It is with a profound sense of gratitude 

and privilege that I fi nd myself back in the 
New York Conference after nearly three years 
in Haiti, serving now as the coordinator of 
disaster recovery ministries. Wendy and I (and 
our Haitian dog, Blackie) returned at the end 
of July and I formally assumed work on August 
12. We have taken up residence in the Bellmore, 
N.Y., parsonage on Long Island, at the gracious 
invitation of the congregation here, and are 
adjusting to life back in the states. We are 
both grateful for the many welcomes we have 
received. 

Disaster response 
and recovery presents 
the church with many 
unique challenges and 
opportunities. There 
is the challenge of 
responding to peoples’ 
needs in incredibly 
diffi cult and chaotic 
circumstances, and 
the challenge of 
fi nding the church’s 
place and role in short 
and long-term relief 
and recovery efforts. 
But more importantly, the opportunity to be The 
Church—to be the hands, the heart, the spirit of 
God in Christ in hands-on ways. 

I have begun my work by visiting some 
of the established recovery sites in Brooklyn, 
Staten Island, and Long Island. I’ll be heading 
to Connecticut within a week or so. I’ve been 
meeting some of the key persons who have been 
carrying on the recovery efforts, visiting homes 
of those who have received help, and generally 
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New Beginnings for ‘Mission u’ Program
They worshipped. They sang. They prayed. 

They studied. They participated in mission 
projects. More than 200 people were encouraged 
to take it all home—to share what they learned 
and use it as a springboard for action during the 
fi rst New York Conference “Mission u” in early 
August.

Opening worship, with the theme of “We Are 
the New Creation,” included biblical story telling, 
sacred dance, the youth class rapping with 
Bishop Martin McLee, and the bishop’s message 
encouraging us “Don’t Wait Till the Battle is Over 
. . . Shout Now!”

Friday and Saturday morning worship 
services celebrated the call and witness of 
those who have gone before us to lead the way, 
and the call and witness of several Mission u 
participants who continue that faithful witness.

In the closing service, the children’s and 
youth classes, as well as a few adults, shared 
what they had learned along the theme of “Bread 
for All: Not Just for Some.” In preparation for 

Tom Vencuss
Will Lead
Disaster Relief

sharing Holy Communion and our return back 
to the world, retired Bishop Jane Middleton 
urged us to “do it now, tomorrow is not 
promised.”

During the weekend, each person attended 
in-depth sessions on one of this year’s study 
books:
The Call: Living Sacramentally, Walking 

Justly: How-to manual for deepening 

ABOVE: Participants help to pack 10,186 meals for distribution in Haiti by 
Stop Hunger Now. BELOW: Bishop Martin D. McLee raps as some of the 
younger students provide backup.

Rev. Tom 
Vencuss

Continued on page 11
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The News of the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church

9/23–24 Northern Tri-District Retreat
Clergy from the Catskill Hudson, New York-Connecticut and 

Connecticut districts will gather with Bishop McLee at Stony Point Retreat 
Center. Registration info at: http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4705.

9/26 Southern Tri-District Retreat
Clergy from the Metropolitan, Long Island West and Long Island 

East districts will gather with Bishop McLee at Crest Hollow 
Country Club, Woodbury, N.Y. Registration info at: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4686.

9/28 Volunteer in Mission Training
Learn what you need to know to lead or participate in a Volunteers in 

Mission team. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Led by Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie, conference 
mission coordinator. $5 per person; lunch will be served. Limited to 
25 participants. Register by contacting Pat Hylton at 914-615-2226, or 
PHylton@nyac.com.

9/30 Deadline to Complete HealthQuotient
Clergy and spouses enrolled in the HealthFlex active plans must take 

the HealthQuotient (HQ) online health risk assessment, by September 30 
to avoid paying an extra $250 (individual) or extra $500 (family) on your 
2014 medical plan deductible (active plans only). If you took the Blueprint 
for Wellness screening this year, it will automatically be loaded into your 
HQ. Go to: http://www.gbophb.org/, to take the online assessment.

10/19 Go Fish!—Laity Convocation
Guest speakers will include Sophia Agtarap of Rethink Church, 

Melanie Gordon of the General Board of Discipleship’s Children and 
Youth Ministries, and Heather Lear, director of the GBOD’s Evangelism 
Ministries. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Renaissance Westchester Hotel, White Plains. 
$40 per person; light breakfast from 8 a.m., lunch will be provided. To 
register, go to: http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4509.

10/26 Transforming Rural Churches
This Vital Congregations workshop will feature guest speaker Shannon 

O’Dell, author of Transforming Church in Rural America. 9 a.m.–3p.m; light 
breakfast/registration begins at 8 a.m. Lunch will be provided. Garden 
Plaza Hotel in Kingston, N.Y. Registration is $75 per church team. Go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4646, to register.

10/26 UMW Annual Meeting
United Methodist Women will meet at Grace UMC, Valley Stream, N.Y.

10/28–30 Financial Help for Young Clergy
A gathering for young clergy aged 25 to 39, “revitup! For a Lifetime

in Ministry,” is being offered to strengthen personal, fi nancial and 
leadership skills. It is a new pilot program sponsored by the General 
Board of Pension and Health Benefi ts. And will be held October 28–30
in Atlanta. For details and to register, go to: 
http://www.gbophb.org/events_education/index.asp.

Details are also available on the “revitup” Facebook page.

11/3 City Society Anniversary Gala
Celebrate the 175th anniversary of the United Methodist City Society 

at this fundraising event. 4:30–9 p.m., Terrace on the Park, Flushing-
Meadows Park, Queens. Featured speaker is Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
the former U.S. Secretary of State. Tickets are $125 per person 
(10 people per table) and can be purchased online at 
www.umcitysociety.org/registration.

11/11–15 Pastor’s Clinic at NYM Hospital
Each year 24 pastors and/or their spouses from the NYAC participate 

in a health clinic at New York Methodist Hospital, Brooklyn. In four days, 
participants receive a thorough physical examination and any follow-up 
tests that may be indicated. There will also be time to tour the Hospital 
and participate in seminars on recent developments in health care. 
You will get a penetrating view of your mission hospital at work. 
For more information and to apply, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4320.

11/16 Vital Congregations Workshop
Rev. DJ del Rosaro, from Spark 12, will lead this workshop for pastors 

and church leadership teams. Spark 12 is a faith-based catalyst that invests 
in young entrepreneurs to launch innovative ideas that will transform the 
world. Light breakfast/registration begins at 8 a.m.; workshop from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Edith Macy Conference Center in Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. 
Registration: $75 per church. Lunch is provided. To register, go to: 
http://nyac.com/events/detail/4627.
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Camp Lead Nurturing Young Leaders
I have had a wonderful summer, 

but being with the youths for Camp 
Lead 2013 at Epworth Camp and 
Retreat Center, High Falls, N.Y., was 
defi nitely one of the most inspiring, 
challenging and fun opportunities 
I have had in a long time. What is 
Camp Lead, you may ask?

It is a New York Conference 
youth-led weeklong program 
fi lled with team building, Bible 
study, leadership training, daily 
devotions, music, and mission 
work for teens entering 8th to 
11th grades. The goal is to help 
teens grow into leaders of their 
local churches, youth groups, and 
communities. Pastors or youth 
leaders recommend the campers 
and the churches cover the cost for 
their teens to attend.

Susan Kim, president of the 
conference’s United Methodist 
Women, and I arrived at Camp 
Epworth on the afternoon of 
August 13 to participate in the 
camp for a couple of days. The 
campers had just returned from 
volunteering at a feeding program 
at the Clinton Avenue UMC in 
Kingston, N.Y. We settled into our 
room in a cottage shared with the 
youths. When we joined them for 
supper that evening, it seemed that 
they had already bonded with each 
other, although we learnt most had 
not known anyone on their arrival 
on Sunday.

That evening, Rev. Mark Kim, 
pastor of Morningside UMC, 
gave an inspiring and thought-
provoking presentation. He spoke 
about sharing our faith while 
respecting the belief of others. He 
reminded us that we would not be 
able to ‘explain’ God to someone 
who might want to engage us in an 
argument to do so. He reminded us 
that we were all made with a hole, 
as it were, within us. This can only 
be fi lled by God.

After a hearty breakfast 
Wednesday, I shared information 
about the conference and my role 
as conference lay leader, quizzing 
the youth with a true/false format. 
Susan explained about the United 
Methodist Women, and also shared 

youths to attend. I also extended an 
invitation to the Laity Convocation 
scheduled for October 19 at the 
Westchester Renaissance Hotel in 
White Plains. We are extending 
a special invitation for youths 
and children to attend this year. 
There will be something for 
everyone with our dynamic trio of 
facilitators. 

They went caving after FOB 
(feet on the bed time). This 
was an experience for which I 
unfortunately did not have the 
stamina. They donned helmets and 
with fl ashlights, descended into 
a pitchdark cave with above-the-
waist-high water. It must have been 
an exercise in endurance, but they 

all survived . . . and happily too!
After some free time in which 

several youths went swimming, we 
had an informative presentation 
on the structure of the United 
Methodist Church by Rev. Simeon 
Law. 

I was blessed by the devotionals 
led by the youths, and the stories of 
faith that they shared. Rev, Emily 
Peck-McClain, one of the adult 
organizers from the Conference 
Council on Youth Ministries 
(CCYM), facilitated the evening 
session in which the youths 
wrote and told a story based on 
a meaningful experience in their 
lives. This was a most moving 
and powerful sharing exercise 
that connected their experience 
to the biblical witness. One youth 
commented, “This is just like the 
Bible!” I am sure that was the point. 
God is as present in their lives as 
God was in the stories in the Bible.

 They are leaders now! They 
are knowledgeable, and have a lot 
to teach and are eager to learn. I 
was encouraged by their energetic 
and dynamic Spirit-led leaders: 
Dana, Joshua, Hannah, Rashid 
and Emily. I cannot keep up 
technologically with them, but it 
is great to be in the loop a bit and 
to now receive daily texts from 
Joshua with encouraging scripture 
verses, prayer requests and faith 
affi rmations. Thanks, Joshua.

Oh, the food was good and 
plentiful too.

The 10 youth from our 
conference who participated in 
the camp had an incredible faith 
formation experience, one that 
I hope more youths will take 
advantage of in future summers. As 
conference lay leader, I have taken 
up the challenge to encourage more 
churches to send their youth. This 
way, our young people will grow in 
their walk with the Lord, develop 
leadership skills, develop new 
relationships, and have a terrifi c 
time of fun! Readers, I know you 
are taking up the challenge with 
me!

Blessings!
Renata Smith

The youth participate in a team-building exercise at 
Camp Lead. 

about a transformational trip to 
Kenya. During lunch on Wednesday, 
I listened in amazement as Mitch 
Underwood, associate conference 
lay leader and a scientist, discussed 
quantum physics and theology with 
the youths at his table.

 Susan informed the youth 
about “Mission u” and the 
upcoming United Methodist 
Women’s Assembly in April, 
offering an invitation for the 

Go Fish!
Laity Convocation 2013

When: 8 a.m. breakfast, 9 a.m. worship, 3:45 p.m. closing, Saturday, 
Oct. 19 

Where: Renaissance Westchester Hotel, 80 Red Oak Lane, White 
Plains, NY 10604

Speakers: Sophia Agtarap, ReThink Church
 Heather Lear, GBOD Evangelism
 Melanie Gordon, GBOD Children & Youth
Cost: $40 per participant, includes light breakfast and lunch
Register: http://nyac.com/events/detail/4509
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The “Inside Out for the Glory of God” gathering of UM Men brought 
this New York Conference group to Nashville. In the back row are Alton 
Cox, Clifton Brown, Kenneth Bohler and David Clark. Front row: Selwyn 
Cumberbatch, Liston Hall, Royston Bailey, Graham Greaves and Greg 
Holder.

BY JIM STINSON
Consultant on Older Adult Ministry

“And The Mountains Echoed” is a 
fascinating and disturbing novel by Khalem 
Hosseni, author of “The Kite 
Runner” and “A Thousand 
Splendid Suns.”  In heart-
wrenching detail, he tells the story 
of a family from Afghanistan who, 
over a 60-year period, continue 
to be affected by decisions made 
in earlier generations. It is a 
sometimes grim reminder that, while we are 
free to alter our responses to the events of our 
lives, thus changing ourselves in some real 
way, we are always to some extent the product 
of our pasts.  

We all know this as a truism. How often 
we’ve responded to a situation in a certain 
way and discovered, “I’m just like my father 
(or mother, sister, friend).” We have all 
discovered ways in which the past has shaped 

Seeing Our Lives Through Changed Eyes
us into who we are today. All too often though 
we use that discovery as an excuse for keeping 
bad habits, inappropriate responses to others, 
and not taking responsibility for our own 

response to the events of our lives.
There is a part of all of us 

that fi nds comfort in feeling that 
“we have always been this way, 
as have our family members.” 
We take comfort in seeing and 
responding to life as we’ve been 
shaped to see it. It is so much 

easier than accepting the challenge of growing, 
which always involves changing, the challenge 
of seeing our lives through different lenses.

Growing old is relatively easy. All we have 
to do is to keep having birthdays. Growing 
in maturity is a different story. It takes work 
to see the effects of aging through new eyes.  
It takes work to break from the old ways of 
seeing passed down to us from others from a 
different time and generation. While anyone 

can grow old, not anyone can grow mature. 
That takes a willingness to be aware of our 
past, without letting it control us. That takes 
openness to seeing ever-present changes and 
limitations as more than a sign of growing 
old. It takes a decided effort to see the changes 
as an invitation to grow in new directions, 
rather than to be daunted by what “we can no 
longer do.” Maturity is seeing the reality of our 
present situation and allowing ourselves to 
grow through them rather than be diminished 
by them.

A challenge for any of us who are 
concerned for older adults is helping them 
discover a variety of ways to respond to any 
situation, perhaps more in a context of a faith 
that proclaims a God who walks with us and 
encourages an embracing of life at every stage. 
It is to avoid life-denying responses in favor 
of placing the possibility of resurrected living 
as an option, as a new way of responding to 
aging.

The New York Conference was well 
represented at the 11th National Gathering of 
United Methodist Men; 15 men and one woman 
from nine churches attended the mid-July 
event in Nashville. The UMC of Hempstead 
also hosted Rev. Tom Demby, a district 
superintendent from Sierra Leone, at the event.

 The group returned ready to encourage 
their individual churches and the conference 
after workshops on faith sharing, disciplining 
and pastoring men, leadership training, 
scouting ministry, effective mentoring, 
conducting prison ministry, and Wesleyan 
building brothers.

Mission projects to assist those struggling 
with hunger and limited mobility were 
completed by the groups. The men and woman 
of Park Avenue, Port Jefferson and East Quogue 
churches helped package more than 5,000 
meals for Stop Hunger Now. And participants 
from New Rochelle helped package more than 
a hundred 20-pound bags of potatoes for 
distribution to Nashville area food pantries.

Members of Brooks Memorial, St. Marks 
in Brooklyn, Huntington, Richmond Hill 
and Hempstead churches participated in 
the Personal Energy Transportation (PET) 
workshop where 20 wooden vehicles were 
assembled and tested, and then disassembled, 
labeled, packaged and stacked in a truck for 

transport.
The media team also had support from 

the N.Y. men. Richmond Hill and Huntington 
helped create a 90-second video played 

on Sunday morning prior to worship by 
interviewing and fi lming more than nine hours 
of footage.

—Eric Knoefel

UM Men Turn ‘Inside Out’
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TWO YEARS AFTER IRENE

Catskills Slowly Recover,
Volunteers Still Needed

A newly constructed home, top, stands just steps away from the Prattsville 
Community Church and parsonage, above. Debris was piled high outside the 
parsonage, below left, just days after the August 2011 fl ooding.

Rev. Larry Dunlap

By JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor, The Vision

A sign on the door offers 
the comforting words of Isaiah 
40:31 to all who enter the disaster 
case management offi ce at the 
Prattsville Community Church:

But those who trust in the Lord 
will fi nd new strength,

They will soar high on wings like 
eagles,

They will run and not grow 
weary,

They will walk and not faint.
In the two years since fl ash 

fl oods spawned by Hurricane Irene 
ripped across the Catskills, the 
churches in hard-hit towns like 
Prattsville and Margaretville have 
played vital roles in the recovery of 
their communities.

“We’re at a new normal,” said 
Rev. Larry Dunlap, lead pastor of 
the Upper Catskills Larger Parish 
that includes the Margaretville, 
Roxbury, Andes, Fleischmanns & 
Halcott Center United Methodist 
churches. 

The East Branch Delaware 
River, which runs through 
Margaretville, rose 13 feet on 
August 28, 2011, to crest at nearly 
16 feet, fi ve feet above fl ood level. 
The muddy waters damaged 
dozens of homes and 
businesses, including 
the only grocery 
store and part of the 
CVS drugstore. The 
fl ooding stopped 
just short of the 
back porch of the 
parsonage, never 
making it across the 
street to the church 
or the fi re station 
next door.

The church and 
parsonage in Prattsville were 
not nearly as lucky. Both were 
swamped with the fl oodwaters 
as the Schoharie Creek crested 

at more than 24 feet in the 
community. Rev. Elliot Oakes, then 
pastor of Prattsville UMC, lost use 
of both his home and church in the 
fl ooding. Throughout the town, 
homes were deluged by mud, some 
rocked off their foundations, and 
some were swept away.

Preliminary recovery efforts 
using UMCOR-trained early 

response teams were 
facilitated by Rev. 
Joseph Ewoodzie, 
conference mission 
director, and Rev. 
Dale Ashby, disaster 
coordinator for the 
Catskill Hudson 
District. Work in 
Prattsville focused 
on reclaiming the 
church so that it 
could serve as a 
gathering place for 

the community and headquarters 
for the rebuilding. The conference 
asked churches to give to the 
specially-created “Hurricane 

Irene Relief Fund.” The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
does not provide funds to clean up 
or repair churches and parsonages.

When Irene hit, Rev. Charlie 
Gockel was serving in extension 
ministry as the executive director 
of the Huntersfi eld Christian 
Training Center just up the 
mountain from Prattsville. In the 
immediate aftermath, the center 
provided housing and meals for 

displaced residents and eventually 
became the headquarters for out-
of-town recovery teams. Gockel’s 
wife, Tracy, has handled much of 
the center’s volunteer registration.

In 2012, Gockel was appointed 
to also serve the Prattsville 
Community Church, a merger 
between the UM church 
and the Hunterfi eld Church. 
The congregation has been 

Continued on page 6
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Churches Make Difference in Irene Recovery

The Wilkies, above, help 
manage recovery work in 
the Prattsville parsonage 
and other area homes. 
At left and below, a 
black bear carving 
on Bridge Street in 
Margaretville withstood 
Irene’s fl oodwaters 
and continues to stand 
guard after the CVS and 
grocery store reopened. 
Below, Rev. Dale Ashby, 
Catskill Hudson disaster 
coordinator, consults 
with Rev. Charlie Gockel, 
right, at the Huntersfi eld 
Christian Training 
Center.

worshipping together for about 
18 months, and has been using 
Natural Church Development 
material.

“This has been a wonderful 
process and many are discovering 
the calling of God on their lives,” 
Gockel said.

The wide-open sanctuary 
now hosts not only worship, but 
meditation space, afterschool 
programs and fi tness classes. The 
parsonage is still very much a work 
in progress and was awaiting the 
installation of new windows and 
electrical wiring in late-August. 
The entire two-story frame house 
has been gutted and the space 
redesigned to provide space 
for a “coffee house” in addition 
to a pastor’s residence. Gockel 
said they expect to complete the 
parsonage by next summer.

“Prattsville has come a long 
way,” Gockel said, “with about 40 
houses pretty much completed.  
About 20 houses are either torn 
down or still sitting with no plan . . 
. Most businesses are in operation 
with three new ones in town.”

Overall 65 families have been 
helped or are being assisted. One 
of the new homes is a comfortable 
sage-colored cape, just a couple 
of doors down from the church 
and parsonage. Large groups of 
volunteers have been working 
throughout the summer.

The town has also received 
grants for streetscapes, and 
to rebuild its ball fi elds.  The 
fi rehouse was extensively 
damaged, so the department is 
planning to relocate to a new 
building.  

Jackie and Gary Wilkie have 
been serving as the disaster 
case manager and construction 
manager, respectively, out of the 
Prattsville church. During the 
week, they stay at the Huntersfi eld 
Christian Training Center (HCTC), 
and on weekends, head to their 
home in Ravenna, N.Y.

They fi rst came with their 
church to help feed the volunteers 
housed at the HCTC. But they 

Continued from page 5

Continued on page 13
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Summer Time! The Praise Moves Outdoors
Upper Catskills:
Farm ‘Love Feast’

Members of the Upper Catskills 
Larger Parish, in the Catskill 
Hudson District, had not gathered 
for a picnic in more than 20 years, 
but as the conference’s new Bishop 
Martin D. McLee likes to say, “God 
is up to something.”

That phrase, in fact, was the 
theme for the gathering, which 
was billed as a “Love Feast.” Those 
arriving at the farm of Jim and 
Joyce Gray were transported by 
hay wagon to a hill overlooking the 
house and barn, with a great view 
of the New Kingston Valley.

Rev. Larry Dunlap, lead pastor 
for the parish, opened the service, 
and local musicians Kent Brown 
and Patricia Dell led the singing 
of praise songs. One cause for 
praise came next—the baptism 
of Addyson Olson, daughter 
of Jason and Jackie Olson and 
granddaughter of Jim and Joyce 
Gray.

Lay servants in the parish 
read the scriptures, and the 
Margaretville UMC choir, under 
the direction of Kent Brown, sang 
an anthem. Several people, many 
of them lay servants, offered 
testimonies before Dunlap and Rev. 
Ralph Darmstadt presided over the 
sacrament of Holy Communion.

Following the service, 
worshippers returned to the 
lower level of the farm for a 
potluck luncheon, augmented by 
hamburgers and hot dogs from the 
Grays’ grill. Many of those gathered 
agreed that the parish should “do 
this every year.”

The Gray farm had also been 
the site of a picnic almost 25 years 
ago, when the mother of the baby 
that was baptized was a toddler 
herself. In those days, other sites in 
the parish area also hosted parish-
wide outdoor gatherings.

—Tom Coddington

Cornwall UMC:
Potluck & Praise

Even though temperatures 
rose into the 90s on the fi rst 
two Sundays of July, Cornwall 

United Methodist potlucked and 
praised. Each Sunday in July, 
CUMC worshiped outside at 6 p.m. 
The church is on Main Street in 
Cornwall, so our food and worship 
was hard to miss! The church 
invited the community, and people 
gathered to share food and praise 
God in God’s creation.

On the third Sunday, July 21, 
participants took a prayer walk to 

The beauty of New Milford’s Chapel in the Pines draws worshippers of all ages.

ABOVE: Ari Blassch helps people into a hay wagon, as farm owner Jim Gray 
watches to her left. The wagon carried worshippers up to a hill with views of the 
New Kingston Valley. BELOW: Jason Olson holds his seven-month-old daughter, 
Addyson, as Rev. Larry Dunlap, far left, begins the service of baptism. Mother, 
Jackie Olson, and godparents, Jordan and Marissa Dibble, look on.

Continued on page 8



September 20, 20138 NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

More than 500,000 
American children are in 
foster care because their 
own families are in crisis 
and unable to provide 
for their essential well-being. Like all young people, youth in foster care 
deserve and benefi t from enduring, positive relationships with caring 
adults.

Across the country, people just like you are helping young people in 
foster care build brighter futures by serving as their foster parents, relative 
caregivers, mentors, advocates, social workers and volunteers.

Learn the facts about foster care and gain a better understanding of the 
needs of those touched by this issue;
Make a fi nancial contribution to support the personal enrichment 

or education of a young person in foster care;
Recognize or honor a person or organization helping foster youth in 

your community;

Volunteer to help a foster care program in your area;
Become a licensed respite care provider as a way of providing 

support to foster families;
Become a foster or adoptive parent. Caring families are especially 

needed for older youth, siblings, and children with special needs;
Mentor a young person. Research shows that children and youth 

with mentors earn higher grades and improve their relationships 
with friends and families.

For more information on foster care or becoming a respite care 
provider of foster parent, call the Children’s Home at 607-772-6587 and ask 
to speak with a member of our team.

All children need a sense of safety, permanence and well-being—but 
they won’t always get it if others don’t advocate on their behalf. For more 
information on the Children’s Home, call 607-772-6904 (or toll free 800-
772-6904), ext. 131 or visit the web site at www.chowc.org. Please feel 
free to send donations directly, or use the New York Conference advance 
number, 60-0588.

Volunteer to Mentor Child in Foster Care

BY REV. GEORGE ENGELHARDT
The 2012 session of the New York Annual Conference authorized the 

creation of a committee to study the possibilities of a more inclusive 
UM Church in the aftermath of General Conference earlier that year. The 
committee, drawn from concerned groups within our conference and 
ethnic caucuses, was to consider how we might be more open to lesbian-
gay-bisexual-transgender (LGBT) persons regarding ordination and 
marriage, within the present parameters of the Book of Discipline.

The committee met regularly over the next year, and reported to our 
2013 session that we had found support in Wesley’s writings as well as 
in events within our denomination’s history. We have also been encouraged 
to fi nd that we are not alone in our pursuits. There are similar efforts 
transpiring in other areas of the connection, and we are engaged in 
developing dialogue with them. Over the course of the year, however, we 
were frustrated in our efforts to fi nd a clear path to making the structural 
changes in our polity that would achieve the more inclusive church 
we desire.

The 2013 Annual Conference also supported our belief that it is 
important now to share where we have been and what we have found 
over the course of our research and analysis. By action of the conference, 
all local churches through their church councils or appropriate bodies are 
to have on their agendas this month or next consideration of attending 
the Symposium and Workshops on a More Inclusive UMC that will be 
offered from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., November 16 at Asbury Crestwood 
Church in Tuckahoe, N.Y.

We are ready now to report on the results of our work, to share what 
we see in the future, and to offer workshops on how to use this 
information productively in the local church. Your attendance at 
this event will provide your church with the knowledge of the stress
lines within our denomination over issues of inclusiveness and how 
they may play out as we move through this quadrenium and into 
the next.

Details about the symposium will soon be posted at: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4711.

Churches Urged to Attend Inclusivity Workshop 

Continued from page 7

Summer Time! The Praise Moves Outdoors
the creek down behind the church. The worship 
included singing, “Down to the River to Pray,” as 
all listened for God’s presence.

Our last Sunday was rained in. But that didn’t 
stop the group. All were invited to draw with 
crayons about turbulent times in our lives, using 
the passage of Jesus calming the waters in Luke’s 
gospel. Participants were invited to worshipfully 
draw a time when the waters overwhelmed them 
and then, if comfortable, share with the group.

The worship committee helped plan, support 
and publicize the event. The congregation 
supported the worship services well and talk 

has been about making it an annual event next 
summer.

—Rev. Andrew Peck-McClain

Chapel in the Pines:
Sublime Beauty

United Methodists in New Milford, Conn., 
are blessed by a wonderful outdoor space called 
Chapel in the Pines that is used for worship 
from the end of June through August. Ralph 
and Barbara Williams’ and Terry and Lynn 
Singleton’s families are just two that have 
enjoyed the space for generations.

Ralph Williams, Jr., said, “Our former pastor 

gave a quiz asking our favorite place in the whole 
world. I answered Chapel in the Pines. My son 
was in the 5th grade when we started, and now 
his daughter Emma worships there, too.”

When asked what draws her to the Pines, 
Lynn Singleton, said, “I love the nature, being 
outside, the trees, the fl owers, all of it.”

Rev. Paul Fleck, pastor at New Milford UMC, 
concurs, “There is no more fi tting place in which 
to raise up praise and worship to our Creator 
than in God’s natural creation. In the shade of 
the pines and maples, we are reminded that we 
were made to be in relationship with God.”

—Rev. Paul Fleck
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In mid-August, some 15 young adults from 
the New York Conference joined 150 leaders 
from the Northeastern Jurisdiction at Oasis, a 
three-day gathering focused on the church’s 
ministry to those who are age 18 to 35.

The Washington, D.C., event was sponsored 
by Restoration Generation, a new initiative 
intended to “restore a sense of community 
and a movement of service and witness among 
young people.” Guest speakers at the gathering 
included New York Bishop Martin D. McLee.

Four of the young adults who attended from 
the New York Conference offered the following 
refl ections:

Tiffany M. French
Lay Leader, New Rochelle UMC (also 
co-youth leader, and newsletter editor)
How did you hear about Oasis?

Hannah Bonner. Over the past year and 
change I’ve had several discussions with her 
about coming back to the Methodist church 
after college and not feeling like there was a 
space for Young Adults. Especially in the N.Y. 
Conference.

What surprised you about Oasis?
It seemed that most of the young adults 

were college aged or just out of college. I 
hoped for a broader spectrum and slightly 
more diversity. Also, I was surprised that the 
mission project was only making sandwiches 
and the group had to be split in two. I thought 
that it would be more along the lines of what 
ResGen does. But I was also surprised by what 
an amazing time I had. I expected it to be nice, 
but not that seemingly easygoing and fun. It 
was a wonderful change in the “typical” style of 
worship I’ve experienced in United Methodist 
churches. Working with CCYM (Conference 
Council on Youth Ministries), we have energetic 
services to keep them entertained, but it 
was nice to have a similar feeling and energy 
directed toward adults.

What are you coming away with?
A rejuvenated feeling and higher call to 

action. In the last year, after attending NYAC 
2012 and 2013, I’ve been asking, “Where are 
the young people and what is there for us?” to 
anyone I think would know the answer. And 
when it seemed that everyone could only point 
me to another person who didn’t have the 
answer either I asked a few other young people I 
met along my search if they wanted to organize 
something. We tried to have an event and 
there wasn’t much of a turnout. There wasn’t 
a turnout at all actually. I don’t think I was the 

‘Oasis’ Provides Community for Young Leaders

Continued on page 10

Bishop Martin McLee is surrounded by young adults from the New York 
Conference who “kidnapped” him at the Oasis gathering in August. McLee 
brought a message entitled “How About A Drink!” calling on the young 
adults to quench Jesus’ thirst for enthusiastic disciples. 

only one who felt a bit discouraged after that.
I’m grateful for the support of the conference 

and the opportunity to attend the Oasis event 
because it broadened the circle signifi cantly. I 
think there are many young adults also looking 
for a place to fi t in and I think that after our 
discussions at Oasis our mission has been 
renewed and the network of connected young 
people with a like desire has grown and will 
keep growing.

What do you hope for the young adults 
in the NYAC?

I hope that we will continue to support one 
another; creating new things where we see the 
need. I hope that we have the courage to step 
outside of our familiar boxes and meet the 
needs of one another. I am excited about this 
new ministry and I think we have a great core 
group of young people willing to get the ball 
rolling.

I want to say thank you to Rev. Ann Pearson 
for sending so many of us to Oasis. Attending 
Oasis was defi nitely a blessing and a wonderful 
experience. We kidnapped the bishop and he 
listened and responded to our “demands.” 
Thank you.

Jessica Anschutz
Pastor, Central Valley UMC
How did you hear about Oasis?

My friend, Hannah Bonner, who is the 
Northeast Jurisdiction Young People’s 
Ministries Coordinator.

What surprised you about Oasis?

I was pleasantly surprised by the number of 
young people from the NEJ who not only took 
the time to come to Oasis, but were passionately 
engaged in the weekend. Also, the event 
planning team did an excellent job, resulting in 
the creation of a safe and sacred space for young 
people to be nurtured and sent out to serve in 
Christ’s name.

What are you coming away with?
I am inspired by the deep love for God and 

God’s church shared by the young people of 
the NEJ. All too often, I hear that the church is 
declining, that young people are missing from 
our churches, Oasis offered a very different 
perspective: that of a church with passionately 
faithful young people who deeply love God.

What do you hope for the young adults 
in the NYAC?

My hope for the young adults in the NYAC is 
that we will continue to build on the enthusiasm 
of Oasis in order to support the young adults of 
the NYAC as they journey with God and grow as 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

Tiffany Clemmings
St. Marks UMC in Harlem

Rev. Tisha Jermin informed me of The 
Oasis leadership conference taking place in 
Washington, D.C. She assured me that it would 
be fun and inspiring and to attend with an 
open heart. Dorlimar Lebron of Restoration 
Generation (ResGen) also reassured it would 
be a great time and “unlike anything you have 
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‘Oasis’ Provides Community for Young Leaders
ever been to.” I was still nervous, as I have just 
begun attending church and felt that I wouldn’t 
exactly fi t in.

As soon as I was in D.C., my fears were 
quelled as we met ResGen staffer, Diamond. She 
was so nice and inviting and informed us that 
we would be having a great time this weekend. I 
was not lied to!

The weekend was fi lled with motivating 
workshops and amazing group discussion, 
which sparked a willingness to get involved and 
spread love to everyone. Two speakers, Lorenza 
(Rev. Lorenza Andrade Smith) and Jim Walker, 
resonate in my mind as they spoke of their 
dedication to undeserved populations by not 
only giving back but showing ALL people from 
ALL walks of life, the beauty and faith that come 
from spreading God’s love.

I hope that the young adults in NYAC can 
build a platform for future young adult and gain 
more involvement in Methodist Church. By 
doing so, this will create a voice for the 20–30 
something’s population. Oasis helped spark a 
change in my personal level of involvement and 
created a bridge for all of us to get involved and 
stay connected. This was a great opportunity, 
I met great friends and can’t wait to see the 
growth next year!

Roslyn Lee
Pastor, Grace UMC in Lindenhurst
How did you hear about Oasis?

I was invited to join the Planning team of 
Oasis last year.

What surprised you about Oasis?
I was surprised at how organically the 

conversations came about. Those of us gathered 
from New York were willing and ready to 
share about needs of young adults as we each 
experienced it ourselves. The ideas of how we 
could worship together and support each other 
were exciting to share. In addition, it was great 
to see so many young adults sharing their gifts 
at Oasis.

From clergy to laity, the young adults 
are a talented bunch all willing and ready to 
serve! Tiffany, Rashid and Joseph were in the 
praise team. Clergy couple Revs. Todd and 
Jenn Pick created for us a worship experience 
that was spirit led and transformative. 
Dolimar Lebron Malave from the NYAC is a 
Restoration Generation staff member who was 
commissioned at Oasis. I was not surprised but 
encouraged by Rev. Tisha Jermin who boldly 
admitted that she knew very little about ministry 

with young adults. She asked those gathered to 
help her in engaging ministry with young people.

What are you coming away with?
I am coming away with the reassurance that 

there are other young adults out there in the 
NYAC. Now that we know about each other, 
we will get together possibly once a month to 
worship together. We will travel the districts 
visiting different churches that will host us for 
worship. We will bring our gifts and graces to 
share with one another. Our hope is to draw 
out other young adults in the conference. This 

traveling worship is young adult planned and 
led. Both clergy and laity have agreed to come 
together to serve in ways we each can.

What do you hope for the young adults 
in the NYAC?

I personally hope that we would continue in 
developing our ministries with young adults. 
There is only so much a handful of us can do, 
but it’s a start. We ask those in the NYAC, if 
you know of young adults that would like to get 
connected with other young adults come join us 
for worship.

PHOTO BY LUKONDE MULENGA

ABOVE: Texas 
homeless ministry 
advocate, Rev. 
Lorenza Andrade 
Smith, addresses the 
gathering in front of 
an altar designed by 
Rev. Todd Pick of the 
New York Conference. 
LEFT: Rev. Roslyn 
Lee and her son offer 
juice and bread during 
communion at the 
closing worship at 
Oasis.

Continued from page 9
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LEFT: Rev. Walter Barton teaches a class at Mission u. RIGHT: Retired 
Bishop Jane Middleton presides over Holy Communion.

spiritual personhood and engagement in 
mission, written by written by Rev. Tilda 
Norberg and Rev. George McClain

The Roma of Europe: Do you know about 
the largest minority group in Europe? The 
United Methodist Church is in mission 
with them.

Poverty: How can faith communities 
become agents of God’s compassion and 
healing in a wounded world?

Migration: Children and youth explored 
why people migrate and how to welcome 
strangers among us.

(There is a Mission u student waiting to 
share one of these studies with members of your 
congregation.) 

In between worship and classes, we were 
busy.  Thursday evening an ice cream social 
introduced the mission fair, which included 
interactive displays on the Far Rockaway 
Mission, immigration, Asian Bible women, 
a t-shirt project on healing from domestic 
violence, and the 125th anniversary of United 
Methodist Deaconesses. Popular hands-on 
projects included making banks to collect funds 
for No More Malaria, making recycled t-shirt 
bags, and sewing school bags that will be fi lled 
at the UMW annual meeting in October. 

General Board of Global Ministries 
missionaries Marilyn and Joseph Chan spent 
two days at Mission u. They were able to share 

stories about their work in Cambodia during 
classes and the mission fair, as well as in small 
groups over meals. 

Although there was no ice cream on Friday 
evening, there was plenty of high-protein, 
dehydrated food. In the space of a couple of 
hours, 10,186 meals were packed, weighed, and 
sealed for distribution in Haiti by Stop Hunger 
Now. By the end of the evening we were tired, 
yet exhilarated and feeling privileged to be 
able to send our prayers to Haiti along with the 
meals.

On Saturday, an additional group of students 
joined us for the day to get a sample of Mission 

New Beginnings for ‘Mission u’ Program

u. They participated in a one-day intensive 
of either The Call or The Roma of Europe and 
joined the full school for closing communion.

Mission u (the successor to the Cooperative 
School of Christian Mission) took place August 
1–3 at Western Connecticut State University in 
Danbury. If you missed it, study books are still 
available at www.umwmissionresources.org and 
there is a participant in a church near you that 
would love to share what they learned.

Watch The Vision and the NYAC website 
for next year’s Mission u. You don’t want
to miss it. For additional pictures, go to 
http://nyac.com/galleries/slideshow/142.

Continued from page 1

listening to people’s stories. They are amazing. 
Let me fi rst offer a word of thanks to those 

within the New York Conference and beyond 
who responded in the immediate aftermath 
of Sandy; those who were on the front lines 
of response and recovery; and those who 
continued to offer their time, efforts and gifts 
in the months following. They built a solid 
foundation upon which we can continue our 
work. 

As I travel around, people remind me that, 
“looks can be deceiving.” That, just because 
a neighborhood looks okay, it doesn’t mean 
that extreme needs don’t still exist. Just this 
weekend I visited a home in Freeport that still 
needs to be gutted, cleaned and then repaired. 

To coin a phrase, I would like to say that the 
New York Conference is “open for business”—
the “business” of being the church in disaster 
recovery. We will be consolidating our 

Tom Vencuss Will Lead Disaster Relief
administrative work through the Community 
UMC offi ce in Massapequa, which has served 
as a key recovery site since the beginning of the 
storm. We will be receiving team registrations 
for any of our locations, and other scheduling 
inquiries, through that site. We will be open to 
receive groups or teams for one day, a weekend, 
or an extended period of time. Interested 
groups or persons can contact Peggy Racine at 
UMDisasterRelief@cumcmassapequa.org. If 
you have other questions, you can contact me at 
tvencuss@nyac.com. 

A key dimension of our work is to respond 
to “unmet needs, ” with a priority given to the 
most vulnerable. If you know of families or 
individuals who are in need of assistance please 
forward that information as well and we’ll get it 
to the appropriate persons. 

This is an exciting time and ministry in 
the life of our conference, but not without its 
challenges. As we organize our efforts and move 

along I ask your continued patience with the 
process. More importantly, I ask your continued 
support, through prayer and action, as we seek 
to serve the people of God, everywhere. 

With thanks, in faith,
Tom

This new position is funded by a $3 million 
grant from UMCOR for Hurricane Sandy recovery, 
will continue for at least the next three years. 

A member of the New York Conference 
since 1978, Vencuss has pastored churches in 
Pleasant Valley and Newburgh, N.Y., as well as 
Wethersfi eld, Conn. 

He most recently served as program 
coordinator of the Haiti Response Plan (UMCOR) 
in Port-au-Prince since 2010. While there, he also 
coordinated “Mountains of Hope,” formerly the 
NYAC Haiti Task Force. He is an UMCOR certifi ed 
early response team trainer and has led more than 
20 VIM teams to Haiti since 2002.

Continued from page 1
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Rev. John G. Wall
The Reverend John G. Wall of Downsville, N.Y., died August 26 after a 

lengthy illness. He was 85.
Rev. Wall obtained a license to preach in 1955 through the former 

New York East Conference. In 1960, he received elder’s orders and full 
membership in the Detroit Conference. Two years later, he returned to 
his home conference (NYE) to be appointed as an associate pastor at 
Port Washington, N.Y. His ministry included appointments to Roosevelt, 
Cutchogue, Downsville, Woodrow on Staten Island, Trinity in South 
Meriden, Conn., and Red Hook and Milan. He retired in 1993.

Wall married Marjorie Ann in 1957, and they had one son, Gordon Wall.
According to Rev. Dale Ashby, pastor of the Colchester Community 

UMC in Downsville, Wall had a heart for town and country ministry. 
“He would go out to the farms to bring communion to some of the 

farmers who were unable to get to church because they needed to attend to 
the cows every morning,” Ashby said. The Walls retired to Downsville and 
were active members of the church.

This year the Walls were included in The Chronicle, an annual 
publication for the Retired Ministers’ and Spouses Fellowship of our 
conference. The entry noted, “All in all they are blessed by the Lord every 
day, from the store employees who help transfer groceries to the car trunk; 
to the strangers who offer help if they see you are having trouble; as well as 
church friends who offer their services, and the choir that visits to sing the 
old hymn favorites in our great room.”

A memorial service of death and resurrection was held August 31 at the 
Colchester CUMC. The committal service will be private.

Expressions of sympathy and concern may be sent to the family at: PO 
Box 323, Downsville, NY 13755.

Rev. Vincent W. Watson 
The Reverend Vincent William Watson of Bloomfi eld, Conn., died on 

August 7, at age 97. Watson and his wife, Jacquelyn (Jackie) had celebrated 
71 years of marriage on March 3.

Rev. Watson’s ministry began as a local pastor in Tennessee in 1942; 
four years later he received deacon’s orders in California. He came east to 
the New York East Conference and was fi rst appointed to Bellport, N.Y., and 
then to St. Mark’s in Rockville Centre.

His service as an elder included Connecticut churches, Asbury UMC 
in Forestville, Trinity in New Britain, and Clinton. Following retirement in 
1981, he was appointed to the Bloomfi eld UMC. He also remained active 
for a number of years as minister of visitation for the Plainville and Asbury 
United Methodist churches. His daily “Dial-A-Lift” telephone ministry 
was initiated in Forestville and continued beyond his retirement when 
he converted his messages to email with a mailing list of 250. His fi nal 
message was recorded two days before his death.

Watson enjoyed a variety of pursuits including genealogy, gardening, 
fi shing and golf. A great fan of the Boston Red Sox, Watson spent the night 
before his death watching his favorite baseball team win.

In addition to his wife, Watson is survived by son, William F. (Marcia) 
Watson of Bloomfi eld; two grandchildren: Adam (Lori) Watson of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., and Jennifer (Christopher) Mackowski of Granby; and 
four great-grandchildren: Tyler and Alyssa Mackowski, and Alexandra 
and Nicholas Watson. He was predeceased by a daughter, Grace Marilyn 
Watson.

A service of death and resurrection was held at the Asbury UMC in 
Forestville on August 11.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to: Jacquelyn Watson, 17 

Westbrook Rd., Bloomfi eld, CT 06002. Memorial donations may be given 
to the Asbury UMC, 90 Church Avenue, Forestville, CT 06010, or to the 
Bloomfi eld UMC, 297 School Street, Bloomfi eld, CT 06002.

Rev. Roger Floyd 
The Reverend Roger Floyd, a native of Naugatuck, Conn., died on 

August 2, at age 82. Floyd, a strident advocate for the underserved, spent 
his entire life and ministry in “The Constitution State.” Floyd and his wife, 
Joy, made their home at the Seabury Retirement Community in Bloomfi eld 
for the last six years.

He became a local preacher in 1955 in the former New York East 
Conference. His fi rst pastoral appointment was to the UMC of Westville, 
New Haven. Floyd later served at Grace & St. Paul’s in Waterbury, and the 
Inner City Ministry of the Waterbury Council of Churches.

In 1961, he joined the fi rst group of northern clergy to respond to Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s invitation to protest racism in Albany, Ga. 

His commitment to Christian unity led Rev. Floyd to executive director 
positions at the Greater Bridgeport Council of Churches and the Capitol 
Region Conference of Churches in Hartford. He also twice attempted to 
defeat the incumbent mayor of Bridgeport. According to his family, he 
was the host of a monthly talk show on Channel 3, and for 16 years had a 
weekly radio show.

Floyd was an activist always battling discrimination, racism and 
poverty, and was opposed to bringing casino gambling to Hartford. In an 
op-ed piece for The Hartford Courant he addressed the subject of poverty.

“So people who are able to pay a reasonable rent are unable to fi nd a 
furnished room to live in. Why? Because the poor and the near poor
are on no one’s concern list, much less their priority list . . . Hartford’s 
leaders must shift into high gear and develop units for single-room 
occupancy . . . The quality of a community still should be measured 
by the level of its concern for the poor.”

Although he retired from the ministry in 2000, he served as a trustee 
of the Hartford UMC, on the executive council of Connecticut AARP, on 
the board of directors of the Hartford Chapter of the United Nations, and 
continued to create and lead workshops at Seabury.

Floyd is survived by his wife of 57 years, Joy; son, David (Marjory 
Stevens) Floyd; daughters, Charlene (Rev. James Karpen) Floyd, and 
Melinda Floyd; sister Charlotte (Rev. Al) Galloway; and fi ve grandchildren, 
Jessie, Harry, Alexander, Rosalinda, and Claire.

A memorial service was held September 8 at the UMC of Hartford. 
Memorial donations may be made to the UMC of Hartford, 571 
Farmington Ave., Hartford, CT 06105, or Seabury Charitable Foundation, 
Seabury Retirement Community, 200 Seabury Dr., Bloomfi eld, CT 06002.

Rev. Dr. Walter W. Pitt Jr. 
The Reverend Dr. Walter W. Pitt, Jr., who was a clinical pastoral 

education supervisor, died on July 16. He was 85. 
Pitt, who was born in Hackensack, N.J., served as a paratrooper with the 

Army’s 82nd Airborne Division. Walter recalled his fi rst jump as follows: 
“I looked at the sky and it was wonderful and very peaceful. I said a prayer 
and jumped. When I landed, I said another prayer and decided I wanted to 
serve God.”

In 1956, he married Helen Tietjen, and they had fi ve children, Judith, 
Walter III, Joanna, Albert and William.

Pitt served First UMC in Amityville, and the church in Hampton Bays. 
He was appointed to attend school in 1962, and two years later became 

OBITUARIES

Continued on page 13
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director of chaplaincy services and chaplain of 
the Rhode Island Council of Churches.

From 1967 to 1983, Pitt was the director of 
pastoral care at Methodist Hospital in St. Louis 
Park, Minn. His ministry there included training 
clergy, physicians and therapists. A lifelong 
learner, he received a doctorate in ministry from 
the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in 1985, 
before retiring in 1986.

Soon after returning to the Midwest, the Pitts 
purchased a 120-acre farm in Clear Lake, Wis. 

A celebration of life was held on July 28 at 
the Hennepin Avenue UMC in Minneapolis, with 
Rev. Marilee Benson offi ciating.

In addition to his wife and fi ve children, Pitt 
is survived by 10 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren,

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to: 
Helen K. Pitt, 4350 Brookside Court #205, Edina, 
MN 55436.

Continued from page 12

United Methodist Communications asks 
members and seekers to Rethink Church from 
a historic perspective with the new ‘That’s 
Church’ messages.

“When we Rethink Church, we’re honoring 
our denominational roots,” said the Rev. Larry 
Hollon, chief executive of United Methodist 
Communications. “For more than 200 years, 
the Methodist movement has been putting faith 
into action. We believe faithfulness is nurtured 
in worship on Sunday morning and expressed 
by faithful acts the other days of the week. 
The people of The United Methodist Church 
continue to make a difference and help others. 
We think that’s church.”

The campaign will examine specifi c themes 
and highlight the denomination’s work to 
advance social issues such as education, labor 
rights and food insecurity. Rethink Church will 

advertise the campaign nationally on digital 
and mobile channels and through strategically 
selected TV markets.

An excerpt from the education ad reads, 
“Introducing innovative teaching methods in 
the early 20th century. . . Creating inclusive 
classrooms in the 1950s. Educating 500,000+ 
students worldwide at United Methodist-
related colleges and universities today. Then 
and now, we support learning opportunities 
that change lives. That’s how we put beliefs into 
action. That’s the way it’s always been. That’s 
Church.”

“ ‘That’s Church’ demonstrates to seekers 
that the people of The United Methodist 
Church are not simply talking about these 
issues because they’re trending,” said Hollon. 
“We have always been talking about them. 
More importantly, we’ve been taking action.”

New ‘That’s Church’ Messages
Highlight the Church in Action

soon realized that they were “called to be here” 
and left their jobs to volunteer fulltime to 
help coordinate work teams and raise funds. 
Jackie has been working through the New York 
State Disaster Case Management offi ce since 
November 2012.

Gary Wilkie noted that the whole rebuilding 
effort in Prattsville was dependent on faith-
based volunteers of all ages. He credited the 
work of Gockel and others from HCTC in 
collaborating with the town supervisor to “make 
things happen.”

“It’s not really the government’s job, it’s 
really the church’s job,” he added.

The Wilkies also cited the spiritual 
transformations that take place as residents 
have their homes rebuilt by volunteers. One 
homeowner could not afford to rebuild with 
just the $30,000 she received from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, so the 
Prattsville church “adopted” the project.

“She thought Christians would be preaching 
to her,” Jackie Wilkie said. “When that didn’t 
happen, she looked to the God that had sent 
them.” 

In an email, Gockel expressed deep gratitude 
for the efforts of the N.Y. Conference, its 
churches and UMCOR. He wrote, “I can’t thank 
so many of you enough for all your help and 
prayer . . . we could have not done this without 

Irene Recovery Continues in Catskills
Continued from page 6 you. I wish there was some way to show our 

appreciation to the body of Christ who came to 
be hands of mercy to a hurting town. The body 
of Christ has left a positive mark on this town. 
Seeds were planted that are still producing fruit 
in the Kingdom.”

Gockel admits that his biggest challenges 
these days are fatigue and fi nances.

“Our family has always been very active in 
ministry,” he said, “but these two last years 
have been extremely full and busy.” Gockel’s 
father, Charlie Sr., has also been an integral 
leader in the reconstruction effort. The pastor 
also senses the fatigue of his congregation and 
community as time goes on and the number of 
volunteers decreases.

In Margaretville, a large wooden carved 
bear that stood against the rushing waters has 
become a community mascot – a symbol of 
the resilience of the people in the area. Dunlap, 
who was just entering his second year at 
Margaretville when Irene struck, said, “People 
here have always cared about one another, but 
now it’s in a more organized way.”

The community has a new food pantry that 
has been serving 200 families compared to only 
a couple dozen before the storm. It’s better 
organized and publicized with many more 
volunteers, Dunlap said.

Another result of the disaster has 
been increased church participation in 

Margaretville’s interfaith council and a more 
concerted effort in response to social justice 
issues. One other bonus has been a change in 
cell phone reception.

“The rescue personnel needed reliable 
communication, so now we have great cell 
phone service,” Dunlap said with a smile. 

Dunlap also praised the recovery efforts of 
UMCOR and the Volunteers in Mission teams.

“I had great admiration before,” he said. 
“Now when One Great Hour of Sharing comes 
around, the congregation remembers that they 
came for our fl ood, and it’s time to give back.”

Let’s Help
Finish the Work!

Rev. Charlie Gockel reports that 
work groups and individuals are still 
needed, especially skilled laborers. 
Please contact Tracy Gockel at 518-
925-4861 to schedule your group at 
the Huntersfi eld Christian Training 
Center. The volunteer donation 
is $15 per night. Groups prepare 
their own meals and work with local 
disaster relief coordinators. Please 
bring your own bedding for a single 
bed, towels and toiletries. 


