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After the recent article in the 
“New York Times”, I have been 
asked by a number of clergy 
and laity to explain how the 
denomination’s complaint process 
works. In The Book of Discipline 
2012, paragraphs 362 and 363 
explain the administrative fair 
process and the judicial complaint 
process. In Paragraph 2702, one 
can fi nd the chargeable offenses 
that violate the sacred trust of the 
United Methodist covenant as 
laity, clergy and as bishops.

I will fi rst explain the judicial 
complaint process. When any 
United Methodist fi les a complaint 
about a chargeable offense, it must 
be written and signed to be valid. 
All complaints need to contain 
specifi c allegations and supporting 
evidence that eventually may need 
to be proven before a jury of elders 
if it goes to trial. 

When a complaint is fi rst 
received, it requires an immediate 
response by the resident bishop 
to both the person making the 
complaint and the person named 
in the complaint. (Paragraph 
363.1) The chairperson of the 
Board of Ordained Ministry is also 
informed. That begins a 90-day 

Members of the New Day UMC march in the gay Pride parade in late June. Below, 
Rev. Doug Cunningham baptizes Miles, son of Kazembe Balagun, left, and Claudia 
Copeland, center. 
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Excerpted from a story 
posted on the General 
Commission on Religion 
and Race web site, 
http://www.gcorr.org/.

BY GARLINDA BURTON 
Until recently, Kazembe 

Balagun was not much for reading 
the Bible or attending worship 
regularly. It’s not that he didn’t 
believe in God or long for a 
spiritual home. It was just that the 
native New Yorker and community 
activist had never experienced a 
church where the word of God and 
his calling to effect social justice 
were seamlessly combined.

“Church seemed so hierarchical 
and the leaders seemed so apart 
from the people,” Balagun, 37, 
recalled.

Three years ago, a friend invited 
Balagun and his partner, Claudia 

Copeland, to a worship service held 
in a school building. This was New 
Day United Methodist Church. As 
they walked in, they found people 
laughing and even cheering during 
the morning message. The music 
refl ected Balagun’s eclectic, North 
Bronx surroundings—African 
and Caribbean rhythms, African-
American praise songs, Latin 
American folk songs, and upbeat 
renderings of traditional hymns.

Most memorable for Balagun, 
the sermon by Pastor Doug 

Cunningham was powerful, but 
it was just the start of discerning 
God’s word. After communion, 
worshipers from 15 to 20 different 
national/ethnic groups formed 
small circles where each person 
refl ected on the sermon, the 
Scripture, and how they all planned 
to take the Sunday spiritual into 
their Monday-through-Friday 
challenges.

“I knew I was witnessing an 
authentic faith community, and I 
immediately felt at home. We’ve 
been at New Day since, and I 
rarely miss a Sunday.” He and his 
son, Miles, now 18 months old, 
were baptized together last fall, he 
proudly added.

Crossing Boundaries
New Day is one of only a 

handful of United Methodist 
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The News of the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church

8/10 Church & Society Picnic
First CBCS picnic, “Moshing and Mobilization!” from noon to 3 p.m. 

Additional detail to come; please contact Rev. Paul Fleck at
fl eckpaul@hotmail.com.

8/11–16 Camp Lead
Youth-led program of games, devotions, music, team-building 

and Bible study at Epworth Camp and Retreat Center, High Falls, N.Y. 
Campers should be recommended by pastors or youth leaders; 
churches should cover all the costs. To register, go to:
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4591.

8/15–18 Oasis for Young Leaders
Join this community gathering for young leaders in Washington, D.C., 

sponsored by Restoration Generation. Restoration Generation is about 
restoring a sense of community and a movement of service and witness 
among young people. Rev. Lorenza Andrade Smith will be one of the 
speakers; worship will be led by John Francis. To register, go to:
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4594.

8/24 50th Anniversary of March 
Join in the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the March on 

Washington. Rev. Hermon Darden of the Board of Church & Society is 
working to organize two buses to D.C.  This is an essential witness at a 
time when key provisions of the Voting Rights Act have been recently 
struck down. Estimated cost is $40.  Join us for this historic event in the 
life of our country. Contact Rev. Paul Fleck at fl eckpaul@hotmail.com.

9/14 Responding to Missional Needs
Black Methodists for Church Renewal invite all clergy and laity to 

attend, “It’s a New Day: Behold I am doing a new thing.” Come together 
to talk about ways of aligning our structure to the missional needs of the 
church and the community. Rev. Stephen Handy, pastor of McKendree 
UMC in Nashville will lead the adults, and Allison Blount and Michelle 
Stanley, the youth. Cost is $15 per person; or $45 per church for three 
persons or more. Lunch is included. 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., with closing 
worship at 3:30 p.m., followed by a reception. New Rochelle UMC, 1200 
North Avenue, New Rochelle, N.Y. For further information contact: 
Monique Blount at 347-751-4366, or Rev. Janet Hodge at 203-820-0236.

9/14 & 21 Basic Lay Servant Ministry Class
The New York/Connecticut District is sponsoring a two-session class 

from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., at the South Dover UMC of Wingdale, N.Y. 
To register, go to: http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4612.

10/19 Laity Convocation
Time and location to be announced.

10/26 UMW Annual Meeting
UM Women will meet at Grace UMC, Valley Stream, N.Y.

11/3 City Society Anniversary Gala
Celebrate the 175th anniversary of the United Methodist City Society. 

5–9 p.m., Terrace on the Park, Flushing-Meadows Park, Queens. Featured 
speaker is Hillary Rodham Clinton, the former U.S. Secretary of State. Go 
to www.umcitysociety.org for more information.

11/11–15 Pastor’s Clinic at NYM Hospital
Each year 24 pastors and/or their spouses from the NYAC participate 

in a health clinic at New York Methodist Hospital, Brooklyn. In four days, 
participants receive a thorough physical examination and any follow-up 
tests that may be indicated. There will also be time to tour the Hospital 
and participate in seminars on recent developments in health care. You 
will get a penetrating view of your mission hospital at work. For more 
information and to apply, go to: http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4320.

Still Chance to Get Taste of ‘Mission u’
If you have not registered for Mission u, you still have two 

opportunities to take part.
On Friday, August 2, from 6 to 8:30 p.m., Mission u participants will 

be packaging 10,000 dehydrated, high protein, and nutritious meals with 
Stop Hunger Now. The meals will be distributed by the organization to 
save lives in developing countries around the world. Churches in the 
Danbury area are invited to send volunteers to participate. Monetary 
donations to cover the cost of the meals are also welcomed.

The Saturday sampler on August 3 is an opportunity to participate 
in an abbreviated study of one of the current studies—either Living 
Sacramentally, Walking Justly, or The Roma of Europe—and to join the 
rest of the school for closing worship. Saturday sampler runs from 8 
a,m, to 5 p.m.; on-site registration is $60.

Mission u will take place at Western Connecticut State University/
Westside Campus in Danbury, Conn. For more information or 
questions, contact Pat Knebel at pknebel@yahoo.com.

To register go to, http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4099.
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New Day Champions Faith and Justice

With a set of 
clear guiding 
principles, New 
Day can work 
to break down 
stereotypes and 
boundaries.

congregations around the world 
that is deliberate in its mission to 
cross boundaries—racial, cultural, 
gender, class, generational, etc.—
in order to be a place of Christian 
welcoming, healing, wholeness and 
transformation.

Founded four years ago as a 
new church under Cunningham’s 
leadership, New Day’s worshiping 
congregation has grown to about 
75 people each week, and although 
the church has no permanent 
building of its own, it is home 
to many people who had all but 
given up on church as a place to 
experience the love, justice and 
acceptance of God.

“Crossing boundaries is central 
to who we are at New Day,” 
Cunningham explained. “We 
wanted to create a new place where 
people who had been turned away 
or turned off by more traditional 
churches would feel welcome. We 
also wanted to move from talking 
about being ‘inclusive,’ to being 
a faith community where we are 
all invited to cross boundaries of 
race, class, sexual orientation and 
age, to become a community of 
reconciliation and hope,” added 
Cunningham.

That idea resonated with 
Balagun.

“A lot of time, when people 
talk about ‘inclusive,’ what they 
really mean is, ‘This is our church, 
but we will include you if you 
don’t change anything.’ But as I 
read Scripture, Jesus and the early 
church was all about this radical 
notion of community and justice 
that is supposed to bring about 
change.”

A Found Community
It was that spirit of welcome 

and connection to community 
that also drew Wendoly Marte, 24, 
to New Day. Chairwoman of the 
congregation’s connecting council, 
Marte was born in the Dominican 
Republic and came to New York as 
an adolescent.

Reared in the Catholic Church, 

she drifted away because she could 
not reconcile the church’s stances 
with her “belief in gender equality 
and equality of people of other 
sexual orientations.”

Four years ago, Marte recalls, 
she was in a meeting with the 
Northwest Bronx Community 
and Clergy Coalition, when Pastor 
Cunningham walked in.

“He told us he was creating 
a new church, and that it would 
be open to all people, rooted in 
diversity and shared leadership, 
and focused on racial, gender and 
economic justice,” she said.

“It was a wake-up call for me. I 
felt God was calling me back to the 
church, and this was a place I could 
fi nd community. And I have. New 
Day is my family.”

Marte, her mother and several 
cousins all joined New Day, where 
it is the norm to pray, sing and 
celebrate in English and Spanish 
on Sunday morning.

“God has called us together 
to be supportive of each other, to 
challenge each other and to accept 
one another. I think that’s what 
church is supposed to be,” she says.

Marte is a community 
organizer working on national 
policy issues, from economic 
justice to gun control laws, and she 
fi nds that the New Day models for 
her what the world could be like: a 
place where everyone is valued for 
who they are.

“As an immigrant, I had to 
struggle to learn English and to 
learn U.S. culture, but I also had to 
struggle just as hard to maintain 
my cultural identity. So it is 
wonderful to be part of a church 
where all of who I am is affi rmed 
and welcomed,” Marte said.

In addition to leading New 
Day’s coordinating group, Marte 
is also one of eight laypersons who 
meets regularly with Cunningham 
to study Scripture, wrestle with 
the theological meanings and craft 
sermons, which are offered in 
Sunday worship. Marte will preach 
her fi rst sermon in September.

“I never thought I could preach 

a sermon, but at New Day we 
are all encouraged to study and 
struggle with God’s word and 
how it applies to us. It is very 
affi rming,” she said.

That spirit of shared leadership 
is attractive to young people who 
sometimes view mainstream 
Christianity as too top-down 
and clergy-centric, Cunningham 
explained. And Kazembe 
Balagun admits that the fact that 
“everyone’s voice is important” 
is a large part of New Day 
Church’s appeal. Balagun recalls 
a particularly moving moment 
during his fi rst communion there.

“[Pastor] Doug invited several 

members to set the table, literally. 
Some brought the juice, other the 
bread, and he told us that Holy 
Communion calls us to create a 
culture of invitation for all people. 
It was a powerful statement, 
especially for a community where 
many have never been invited, 
never welcomed and never 
included,” Balagun recalled.

Equally powerful, he added, 
are the conversation circles after 
communion, where worshipers 
gather in small groups for 15 
minutes to refl ect on the message 
and the worship, and to say how 
they will take the message into the 

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 10



July 12, 20134 NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

PHOTO BY DAVID SANDERS 
Rev. Sara Thompson Tweedy has been quoted in response to the charges 
as saying, “If the church fi nds it necessary to put an ordained elder who is 
also a faithful wife and a loving mother on trial, then God deliver us, I pray.” 

BY HEATHER HAHN
UM News Service

A second New York Annual Conference 
clergy member this year is facing a complaint 
under the denomination’s stance on 
homosexuality.

Rev. Sara Thompson Tweedy, a United 
Methodist ordained elder, is facing a formal 
complaint that she is a “self-avowed practicing 
homosexual,” a chargeable offense under 
church law.

Tweedy has previously served in parish 
ministry and now serves in extension ministry 
as the dean of student development services 
in the State University of New York Sullivan, 
a community college. She attends Memorial 
United Methodist Church, a Reconciling 
Ministries congregation in White Plains, N.Y., 
and preaches there monthly.

She is also on the steering team of 
Methodists in New Directions, an unoffi cial 
caucus that advocates for greater inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people in 
the New York Conference. Methodists in New 
Directions announced on July 8 that Tweedy 
faces a complaint and potential church trial, 
which the offi ce of resident Bishop Martin 
McLee has confi rmed.

On the caucus’ web site, Tweedy’s biography 
notes that she lives with her spouse Kristin 
Marcell and their two sons. Both Tweedy’s 
congregation and Methodists in New Directions 
are organizing support for her.

Because of confi dentiality rules, neither the 
conference nor Methodists in New Directions 
disclosed the name of the individual or 
individuals who fi led the complaint against 
Tweedy.

The Book of Discipline, the denomination’s 
law book, since 1972 has asserted all people 
are of sacred worth but “the practice of 
homosexuality is incompatible with Christian 
teaching.”

The book bans “self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals” from “being certifi ed as 
candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed 
to serve in The United Methodist Church.”

Rev. Thomas Ogletree, a United Methodist 
theologian and retired NYAC elder, announced 
this spring that he is facing a formal complaint 
under church law for offi ciating at the same-sex 
wedding of his son on Oct. 20, 2012.

The complaint against Tweedy was fi led 
earlier this year. After the just resolution 
process failed in both the cases of Ogletree and 
Tweedy, Bishop McLee referred each case to 
a counsel of the church—the equivalent of a 

Rev. Tweedy Faces Homosexuality Complaint

prosecutor.
The church counsel has the task of offi cially 

investigating and determining whether evidence 
supports the complaint. The counsel also 
decides whether to fi le formal charges and 
potentially set in motion the trial process.

Both the complaints against Ogletree and 
Tweedy are in roughly the same stage in the 
complaint process.

Church law allows for other possibilities 
beyond a church trial, said Rev. Robert Walker, 
assistant to the bishop in New York.

“Most complaints are resolved by the just 
resolution process and don’t go to trial,” he 
said.

Voters in the New York Conference have 
repeatedly approved petitions to General 
Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking 
body, that seek to change church law 
on homosexuality. The most recent of these was 
in 2011.

Though the debate has surfaced at every 
General Conference since 1972, the legislative 
assembly consistently has voted against 
changing the denomination’s stance on 
homosexuality.

Methodists in New Directions chairperson 
Dr. Dorothee Benz offered the following 
statement on the Tweedy case: “It is an outrage 
that anyone should be prosecuted simply for 
being who God created them to be. Even as the 
Supreme Court has affi rmed that lesbians and 
gay men are entitled to the equal protection of 
the law and unprecedented progress has been 

made towards LGBTQ rights in civil society, 
the UMC seems hellbent on moving backwards 
towards 1692 rather than forwards into the 
21st century . . . Sara has never denied who God 
created her to be, and she has never denied 
her family. The New York Annual Conference, 
rooted in its longstanding opposition to the 
UMC’s prejudice and discrimination against 
LGBTQ people, ordained her, choosing to 
recognize her gifts and honor the Discipline’s 
inclusive and justice-affi rming intents over its 
contradictory punitive, unjust exclusionary 
rules. We hope and trust that the conference 
will continue to affi rm her ministry now.”

Memorial UMC’s new pastor, Karen Eiler, 
and deaconess Darlene DiDomenick, posted a 
letter in support of Tweedy on the church web 
site. In part, it said:

“This action against Pastor Sara and 
Memorial’s ministry is an outrage. Pastor Sara 
has lived a life of integrity, fi rst in full-time 
parish ministry, and now in extension ministry 
as the dean of student development at SUNY 
Sullivan, in addition to her ongoing service as 
part of the ministry team at Memorial.

“Pastor Sara has encouraged us to be in 
prayer for her and her family, for our church, 
our denomination, Bishop McLee, and for the 
clergy person who brought these charges . . .

“We will continue to fulfi ll our baptismal 
and membership vows to resist evil, injustice, 
and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves—especially when they present 
themselves within our own denomination.”
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Dear Sisters and Brothers of the New York 
Annual Conference,

For the past two years, I have been serving as 
a US-2 Missionary commissioned through the 
General Boardd of Global Ministries as a part of 
the Young Adult Missionary Service program.

I have been working as a family support 
specialist at Family Support Network (FSN), 
a non-profi t organization in Billings, Mont. 
In this role, it was my job to facilitate both 
supervised and home visits for parents and 
children. 

For supervised visits, FSN creates a safe 
place for families to see one another after the 
children have been removed from the home 
for any number of reasons. During these 
visits, I assessed parent and child interaction 
and offered suggestions based off of several 
certifi cations that I received during my time.

For home visits, I offered support for both 
prevention and preservation measures. The 
goal of prevention visits is to work with the 
families to prevent the need for the children to 
be removed from the home. We offer support 
to the parents and work to build their parenting 
skills to ensure a nurturing environment for the 
children.

In preservation visits, the children have been 
recently transitioned back into the home after 
the parent(s) has completed a treatment plan. 
For these visits we continue the support that 
the family received during supervised visits. We 
make sure that the parent is using the new skills 
that have been learned, and that everything 
continues to go well for the family.

The past two years have been a period of 
immense growth for me in so many areas. I 
have been able to discern more about what 
missions and what being a missionary means 
to me. Because FSN is mostly a state-funded 
organization, I had to act as a silent authentic 
Christian witness, using my actions and words 
as a way to portray my faith.

The Rev. Joseph and Marilyn Chan, General Board of Global Ministries 
missionaries serving in Cambodia, are available to visit NYAC churches 
from July 27 to August 11 to share about their work and ministries in 
Cambodia.  

Rev. Joseph Chan has been assigned to Phnom Pehn, Cambodia, since 
1998 where he has worked with evangelization and church growth. His 
focus is helping local pastors and church leaders. He provides pastoral 
care and counseling to pastors and members who are in need of spiritual, 
emotional, and economic support. 

A native of Cambodia, Joseph was one of the educated persons 
targeted by the Khmer Rouge and imprisoned during the era of “the 
killing fi elds.” After two years of enslavement he escaped to Thailand with 
his wife, Marilyn. 

 Marilyn Chan has been serving in Phnom Penh since 1998 with 
the Methodist Mission in Cambodia (MMC) as the Women and Music 
Ministry Coordinator.

For more information about their schedule and speaking 
engagements, please contact the NYAC mission offi ce at 914-615-2233.

Missionaries Visit From Cambodia

Another major area of personal growth was 
fi nding my voice. I learned to be an advocate 
for both the parents and the children. I was also 
able to promote the values and ideas in which I 
strongly believe.

During my time in Billings, I became very 
involved in a local organization that advocates 
for men’s and women’s reproductive health 
care. Using my voice to advocate for not only 
myself, but for others as well, has been an 
amazingly powerful experience for me. When I 
volunteered, I proudly announced that I was a 
missionary. As a woman of faith, this allowed 
me to not only use the title of missionary 
publicly, but to bring a new light to the 
discussion of what this organization does and 
stands for.

I want to take this time to thank you all for 

all the support that was poured out to me. Every 
day of my service, I could feel the overwhelming 
amount of prayers and love from my home 
conference. I received countless cards, emails, 
and phone calls from brothers and sisters all 
over the NYAC, and each of them meant so 
much to me.

As I end my mission term, I encourage you 
and your congregations to continue to grow 
programs for youth and young adults. I would 
also love to talk to anyone or any congregation 
about opportunities for youth and young adults 
offered through the General Board of Global 
Ministries. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
at kolitzb@gmail.com.

Peace and Blessings,
Brinna Kolitz

Brinna Kolitz, a member of the New Milford UMC, spent her US-2 
missionary service in Billings, Mont.

US-2 Missionary: Growing Up, Helping Families 



July 12, 20136 NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

BY JIM STINSON
Consultant on Older Adult Ministry

I had the privilege of attending a retirement 
event for a friend recently. He is, by normal 
standards, an older person. And 
with that standard comes certain 
societal assumptions—the attitude 
that he should retire, that he 
should not be in the work place. 
Presumably these assumptions are 
made purely on the basis of aging.

What was so wonderful about this event is 
that it was the third time he retired. Someone 
evidently asked him if he was going to bow 
to the realities of aging and really retire this 
time. I’m not sure of the actual conversation, 
but obviously this person had bought into a 
misconception of aging. He had assumed, we 
can suppose, that age automatically brings 
with it an inability to keep going, to continue to 

fi nd ways to be of service to one’s community. 
My friend used two words in response to that 
assumption, “Not so!” 

It was a perfect answer. Age does not 
disqualify a person from fulfi lling 
his or her life in ways that are 
meaningful. It does not bring with 
it a mandate to do nothing. It does 
not mean a person automatically 
falls into a category called “I’m 
old and no longer have to fully 

participate in life.” Aging very often does 
bring some limitations that might cause us to 
change the ways we fi nd fulfi llment and a sense 
of purpose. But it does not exempt us from 
wanting to be useful and fulfi lled. Nor does 
it mean that we cannot continue to fi nd new 
avenues of being useful and fulfi lled.

“Not so!” What a wonderful reminder for all 
of us. Living fulfi lled lives does not expire until 

we do.
Elizabeth Kubler-Ross published a book 

nearly 50 years ago entitled, “To Live Until 
We Say Goodbye.” It was a pictorial journal 
of several people that she and a photographer 
chronicled after they had received a terminal 
diagnosis. It remains one of my favorite reads 
of all time, always reminding me that life should 
be lived as fully as possible until our last breath 
is taken.

It can be a daunting task to challenge older 
adults to live accordingly, but if we do not we 
are shortchanging them. They, like all people, 
are called to ministry. They too need to be 
reminded, in the words of John Wesley:

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can,
as long as ever you can.

PHOTO BY STEPHANIE PARSONS

Lift High God’s Praise
Gracious Vine, a Christian music ministry based on Long Island, offered up a time of praise after the close 
of the June 6 session of annual conference at Hofstra University. Their appearance was sponsored by the 
Wesley Fellowship. 

Retirement Can Mean Start of Something New
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BY REV. DR. WILLIAM TOWNSEND
Director of Spiritual Life

During the sharing time in chapel at the 
Children’s Home, several young people asked 
for prayers that they would be able to go home 
soon. One 12-year-old boy had a different 
outlook. “I don’t want to go home. I want to 
stay here so I can keep coming to chapel. This 
is fun!” 

One of the things that sets the Children’s 
Home apart from similar agencies is our 
emphasis on meeting the spiritual needs of our 
clients. Through the spiritual life program we 
provide safe places and spaces where young 
people can explore the important questions of 
life. Questions like, “Who am I?” “Where do I 
belong?” “Who is in my corner?” “Where do I 
go from here?”

For 10 years I have had the privilege of 
having meaningful conversations with young 
people of all ages. Those conversations are 
indeed a gift. I must admit, however, there are 

times when I wonder if what I have to offer 
makes any difference in their lives. It’s in those 
occasional moments of questioning that God 
allows little glimmers of hope to come shining 
through.

Last week that glimmer of hope came in the 
form of a beautiful, spontaneous prayer offered 
by one of the older residents. A few weeks ago, 
the glimmer of hope came when a teen girl who 
would never read aloud in the classroom asked 
to read the closing prayer in chapel. (And she 
did a great job!) This week that glimmer of hope 
shone in face of a young boy who was singing 
his heart out while sitting in the pew beside 
a nearly life-size stuffed white bear. God is 
indeed making a difference in the lives of these 
children—and in my life as well.

I want to offer you a quote that has become 
meaningful to me. I have it taped to my 
computer so that I see it every day. “Hope begins 
in the dark, the stubborn hope that if you just 
show up and try to do the right thing, the dawn 

will come. You wait and watch and work: you 
don’t give up.” Isn’t it comforting to know that 
God doesn’t demand success, God simply asks 
for faithfulness? 

Whether you are called to be a pastor, a 
parent, a teacher, a childcare worker, or simply 
a caring human being, your primary task is to 
show up and try to do the right thing. Simply 
plant the seeds, knowing that God is responsible 
for giving the growth. And so, God willing, I 
will continue to show up and try to do the right 
thing, knowing that every day the young people 
at the Children’s Home are doing the exact same 
thing—showing up and trying their best to do 
the right thing. And in that, my friends, there is 
hope!

For more information, contact the 
Children’s Home, at 607-772-6904 (or toll 
free 800-772-6904) ext. 131 or visit the web 
site, www.chowc.org. Please feel free to send 
donations directly, or use the New York 
Conference advance number 60-0588.

Hopes Shines Through in Unexpected Places

Where Two or Three Are Gathered . . .
A conversation between three pastors led to a 
workday in the Bronx to spruce up the Willis Avenue 
UMC on June 22. The pastors of the Church of St. 
Paul and St. Andrew, K Karpen and Siobhan Sargent, 
met with Pastor Marva Usher Kerr to hatch the plan. 
The City Society, which owns the Willis property, paid 
for the painting supplies and materials to make some 
concrete repairs, in addition to putting up a fence and 
planting grass. The work, led by Karpen, was done 
mostly by SPSA youth and young adults. 

PHOTOS BY DON KIRBY
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Dearest friends in Christ,

Greetings and peace to you from Kyiv, and 
the ministry of the United Methodist Church in 
Ukraine. We pray that you are well, and that the 
beginning of the summer season in your family 
and community has been blessed.

It’s been a busy week and a signifi cant few 
months for our ministries here in Kyiv. First, a 
word about this past week. Today marked the 
end of Bible camp for children, sponsored by 
the congregation of St. Luke’s UMC in Kyiv. 
This ministry was a signifi cant event in the life 
of our local church—it was the fi rst children’s 
camp fully envisioned, organized, and carried 
out by the indigenous Methodist clergy and 
lay leaders of Kyiv. The theme of the week 
was the simple yet profound message from 1 
Corinthians 13: “Have faith, hope, and love.”

And what a week it was!  On Monday, 
the fi rst day of the camp, expectations were 
modest. We had hoped that fi ve or six of the 
neighborhood children who attend St. Luke’s 
Sunday School program would take part in the 
camp, and we were pleased to see about that 
number show up on Monday morning. The day 
was full with a variety of activities prepared 
by Pastor Ruslan and his wife Zhenya—Bible 
study and refl ection, singing, making crafts, 
learning English, and playing board and 
table games, all in an atmosphere of love and 
joy. At the end of a long and sweaty day, the 
children said goodbye and promised to return 
on Tuesday—and they did, along with their 
friends. By Wednesday, we had 15 children 
enrolled in the camp, and on Friday, more than 
25 kids and their parents took part in our fi nal 
activities and closing ceremony!

In speaking about his hopes for this camp 
a few weeks ago, Pastor Ruslan said he prayed 
that by gathering the Sunday School children 
together for a week of Bible lessons and 
activities, he might lay the groundwork for 
doing future evangelization in the community. 
But as it turned out, the camp itself became 
an act of evangelization. And in this case, 
the evangelists were our children! Monday’s 
campers went home and told their neighbors 
that something fun was happening at the local 
church, and brought a friend with them on 
Tuesday. 

Tuesday’s campers went home and did 
the same thing, and on and on, until our 
center was full of kids and their parents for 
the closing worship on Friday. Imagine the 

News of Bible Camp Spreads Through Children

scene—children evangelizing to other children, 
bringing their friends to church for worship, 
study, fellowship, and fun. This is what we 
witnessed this past week here at St. Luke’s 
UMC in Kyiv. Thanks be to God!

The faithful ministry of the pastor and lay 
leaders of St. Luke’s is a witness to another 
exciting change taking place within the United 
Methodist Church in Kyiv. In recent years, the 
presence and witness of the UMC in Ukraine 
has grown in size and strength, and has laid a 
foundation to further develop its ministry in 
Kyiv.

To that end, the bishop and leadership of 
the UMC in Ukraine have decided to convert 
and expand the existing family center ministry 
into a new Methodist Church Center. The 
Ukrainian pastors and lay delegates of the 
two UMC congregations in Kyiv, with my 
continued involvement and support, will 
provide leadership for this new church center. 
This new leadership team will be responsible 
for all aspects of the church center, including 
project development, resource allocation, and 
fundraising.

The ministry of the new Methodist Church 
Center in Kyiv is intended to be holistic. The 
core programs of the existing family center 
ministry—afterschool assistance to children in 
vulnerable situations, and an ongoing ministry 

of healing with former street children—will 
continue in the new facility. In addition, the 
church center leadership team will place a 
renewed focus on evangelization, community 
outreach, and church growth.

We view this transition as a necessary and 
positive step towards establishing a true church 
in Ukraine, one that thrives under indigenous 
leadership offering holistic ministry in the 
Wesleyan tradition.

For now, let me thank you for your 
continued prayerful support for me, my 
mission service in Kyiv, and my sisters and 
brothers of the United Methodist Church in 
Ukraine.

I wish you a joyful summer, and all God’s 
blessings!

Yours in Christ,
John Calhoun

John Calhuon is an ordained elder 
of the New York Annual Conference. 
Before joining Global Ministries, he 
served pastoral roles in congregations 
in New York City, Berlin, and 
Jerusalem. For more information,
click on the menu item, 
“Missionaries in Service” at: 
http://www.umcmission.org.

Pastor Ruslan prays with some of the children who attended the Bible 
camp in Kyiv, Ukraine. 
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Walking the Talk
Rev. K Karpen, right, joins members of his congregation, the Church of St. Paul and St. Andrew, in the gay 
Pride parade in New York City on June 30. Several others UM churches also marched including Asbury 
Crestwood, the Church of The Village, and Park Slope. 

Rev. Sylvester McClearn 
The Rev. Sylvester McClearn, who was a pastor at First United 

Methodist Church in Newburgh, N.Y. for more than 20 years, died July 3. 
He was 75.

McClearn was born in North Carolina, one of 14 children. In 1957, 
he fell in love with and married wife, Billie Marie. The McClearns had 
six children and 10 grandchildren. McClearn is a graduate of Wesley 
Theological Seminary, and also studied psychology at Empire State 
College of New York.

Rev.McClearn served the Newburgh church from 1984 until 2006, even 
after retiring in 2002. He was deeply committed to the youth and families 
of Newburgh. He and his wife owned and operated a clothing business, 
ice cream store and restaurant. In 1974, they were recognized in Black 
Enterprise Magazine as up and coming entrepreneurs in the United States. 
They also sponsored two basketball teams and two softball teams.

As an active participant in the civil rights movement and a community 
leader, one of McClearn’s favorite songs was, “May the Work I’ve Done 
Speak For Me.” He received numerous awards, including the Newburgh 

Distinguished Citizens Award, the Martin Luther King Jr. Distinguished 
Service Award, Founders Certifi cate of Appreciation for Project Life, 
Orange County Distinguished Services Award, Black Ministerial 
Fellowship Presidential Award of Excellence, and the Newburgh Drug and 
Alcohol Extraordinary Service Award.

In addition to his wife of 55 years, McClearn is survived by children: 
Richard (Donzella) McClearn, Michael (Kate) McClearn, Darnell (Kathy) 
McClearn, Alex (Andrea) McClearn, Jeanie (Otis) McClearn-Little; 10 
grandchildren: Michelle, Tianna, Marcus, Nyimah, Alison, Miles, Kendall, 
Jordan, Iman and Aisha; two brothers: Roosevelt McClearn and Jesse 
(Linda) McClearn, and two sisters: Alice Spriggs and Gertha Green; along 
with a long list of nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by a son, 
Cathell McClearn.

A celebration of life service was held July 10 at First UMC, 245 Liberty 
Street, Newburgh, N.Y. Elder Eugene Jones offi ciated. Interment was at 
Woodlawn Cemetery, New Windsor, N.Y.

Donations may be made in McClearn’s memory to the Project L.I.F.E. 
family shelter at 172 First St., Newburgh, NY 12550, or via the web site, 
www.newburghinterfaithprojectlife.org.

OBITUARIES
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New Day UMC

supervisory process with the hope of fi nding a 
just resolution. This process involves repairing 
any harm done to persons and communities, 
achieving real accountability by making 
things right in so far as possible, and bringing 
healing to all parties. The bishop, or a mediator 
designated by the bishop, attempts to fi nd this 
“just resolution” to any charges, giving special 
attention to cultural, racial, ethnic and gender 
contexts. The goal is fairness, justice, and 
restoration. During this time the bishop may 
recommend suspension of the person being 
charged, which must have the recommendation 
of the executive committee of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry.

If just resolution between the complainant 
and respondent fails, the bishop may either 
dismiss the complaint (if there is not suffi cient 
evidence) or may appoint a “church counsel,” 
a clergyperson who acts as a prosecutor. The 
church counsel may appoint an associate 
counsel, who can be an attorney. The church 
counsel can decide to: (1) try to achieve a just 
resolution between the two parties, (2) dismiss 
the complaint, or, (3) move the complaint 
forward through the judicial track. 

If the counsel decides on the third option, 
judicial proceedings occur in which the 
respondent is either found guilty or not guilty. 

How Complaint Process Works

world during the next week.
“The idea is that all of us can and should see 

that the Body of Christ is not just in the church. 
God’s kingdom should make an impact on our 
community,” Balagun said.

The fl edgling congregation has made a huge 
impact in the working class community where it 
meets, as well. When developers started eyeing 
a nearby abandoned armory for renovation, 
Cunningham and other New Day leaders 
joined with 29 other church and community 
organizations to insure that the project would 
benefi t the people living in the North Bronx.

M. Garlinda Burton is a consultant, writer and 
editor living in Nashville, Tenn.

Continued from page 3

The respondent may also have counsel. The 
trial court would determine the punishment 
or penalty. (Let us hope and pray that we do 
not need to move to this stage in any complaint 
process. This is a very involved process that can 
distract the energy, fi nancial resources, and 
vitality of an annual conference (see Paragraph 
2713). There are rarely winners or losers in this 
scenario—only wounds that can continue for 
years.)

For administrative complaints, there is 
also a just resolution process. If just resolution 
isn’t achieved, a fair process hearing occurs 
to decide whether or not the complaint 
has substance. If it does, then the hearing 
committee decides on the consequences 
that can range from placing a letter in the 
clergyperson’s fi le to an involuntary change 
in conference relationship. This involves the 
Board of Ordained Ministry and the executive 
session of the clergy.

At all levels, no matter the alleged offense, 
the protection of all those involved is of utmost 
importance: the victim or victims, the families, 
the congregations or institution, the person 
accused (who is presumed innocent until the 
accusation has been substantiated beyond 
reasonable doubt) and the bishop, the cabinet 
and the annual conference and its members. All 
need to be held in prayer.

Continued from page 1

Ed Ruppmann is currently scheduling fall 
sessions for the program, “Sower: Seeds of Faith 
& Finance,” and will be happy to meet with your 
church to explain the program in detail

The program is designed to reach out 
directly to the members of a church to help 
them get back on solid fi nancial ground. 
Once the congregation is educated, they are 
empowered to ensure fi nancial wellness and, in 
turn, will be better able to support their church.

A new web site, http://www.nyac.com/sower, 
has been designed to explain the program 
in greater detail. The initial site design is 
complete but we will be making enhancements 
over the next few months and welcome your 
suggestions.

During the fi rst half of 2013, Rupmann and 
his team:
Conducted seminars at Huntington/

CSH, John Street, Wakefi eld Grace, 
Mountain View, Farmingdale, Monroe, 
East Meadow, St. John’s, Bethany, Grace 
Valley Stream, and St. Paul’s Hartsdale.

Educated nearly 250 church members 
about their fi nances and fundamental 
stewardship concepts so that they can 
become better disciples of Jesus Christ.

Received 18 free will offerings totaling 
$17,400 from those who took advantage 
of the fi nancial planning program. These 
funds go directly to the churches that 
participated in the program.

Generated $1.3 million in bequests as 
families were asked to consider leaving 
something to their church in their will.

Overall since 2006, bequests now total $5.3 
million, up $1.2 million, or 29% from all of last 
year.  Free will offerings now total $84.100, 
also up 29% to date from all of last year.  Since 
2006, over 1,000 people have been educated.

There is no cost for the seminars, that 
are funded by the Frontier foundation and 
the Connectional Ministries education program.

To schedule a session, send Ruppman an 
e-mail at edrupp50@gmail.com, or call, 516-
364-1151.

Fall a Good Time for Sower

Samuel Named
Interim Drew Dean

Drew University President Vivian A. Bull 
has named Virginia Samuel Cetuk, an ordained 
elder in the United Methodist Church and a 
member of the church’s Greater New Jersey 
Annual Conference, interim dean of the Drew 
Theological School.

“Ginny has served Drew in a leadership 
capacity for more than 30 years,” said Bull. “She 
has directed our supervised ministry program 
since 1981, and for the last 15 years has served 
as associate dean for contextual education. Her 
appointment will give the school the leadership 
and stability it needs at this important time.”

“I am honored to be asked to serve as dean 
for this interim period,” said Samuel. “The 
Theological School at Drew is strong in every 
way and offers degree programs that prepare 
persons for outstanding service in the church, 
academy and world.

Samuel plans to maintain and strengthen 
Drew’s ties with the United Methodist Church 
and looks forward to meeting with church 
leaders in the process. She also wants to maintain 
forward momentum on an ongoing revision of 
the school’s Master of Divinity curriculum, work 
that is supported by a generous grant from the 
General Commission on Religion and Race of the 
United Methodist Church.

Samuel holds an A.B. in philosophy from 
Lycoming College, a master of divinity from 
Drew and a doctor of ministry from Princeton 
Theological Seminary. She is the author of What 
to Expect in Seminary: Theological Education as 
Spiritual Formation. She replaces Jeffrey Kuan, 
who left Drew to become the seventh president 
of the Claremont School of Theology.




