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BY MARGARET LAEMMEL AND 
JOANNE UTLEY

With a new bishop presiding over his fi rst 
ordination/commissioning service, one must 
expect some things new and different. So in 
addition to the two licensed local pastors, two 
commissioned deacons, 11 commissioned 
elders, one ordained deacon, 11 ordained 
elders and one recognized elder, New York area 
Bishop Martin D. McLee had invited all the 
NYAC confi rmands to join in the Celebration of 
Ministry on Saturday, June 8.

And participate they did. More than 100 
teens representing 24 churches—wearing 
white sashes—served as escorts and carried 
the cross to begin the procession to the strains 
of “The Church’s One Foundation.” The bishop 
was so pleased by their attendance that he 
invited four of the confi rmands to the stage to 
participate in the laying on of hands.

The 10 a.m. service was overfl owing with 
liturgical dance and music ranging from 
congregational singing to the incredible steel 
pan solo of young Cassey Truitt, and from 
a brass quartet to the conference choir who 
shared their amazing voices, in addition to the 
music team led by Raymond Trapp and the 
New Day UMC worship team.
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Confi rmands, Elders & Deacons: Oh, My!
The newly ordained and recognized enjoy the wearing of the red on Saturday morning.

Deacon Sabrina Johnson Chandler praises God after her ordination.

Bishop McLee welcomed the special guests 
of the morning, including Bishop Alfred 
Johnson, retired Bishop Melvin Talbert, 
ecumenical representatives from the Episcopal 
Church and the Methodist Church of Ghana. 
Also, three persons were chosen by the bishop 
as observers for the service: Rev. Suhee Kim of 
Pleasantville UMC, Joel Pratt of New Day UMC, 
and Jim Perkins, an NYAC trustee and member 

of Darien UMC.
After the general examination of the 

candidates, Bishop McLee explained that the 
stole he was wearing had been given to him at 
his own ordination. Turning to the candidates 
on stage, he said, “This class will always be 
special to me,” in reference to the group being 
the fi rst he would ordain in his episcopacy.
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The News of the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church

6/22 Safe Sanctuaries Workshop
These sessions are designed for congregations who don’t have a 

written Safe Sanctuaries Policy. 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Bethany UMC, 1208 
St. John’s Place, Brooklyn. Register at: www.nyac.com/events/detail/4571. 
The workshop prepares a core team of 4 or 5 people to work with the 
congregation to write a policy, as well as providing information on how 
to train trustees, teachers, parents and pastors on the implementation of 
that policy.

7/4–6 Conference Center Closed
Independence Day holiday observed.

7/12 Conference Center Closed
Conference Center begins Friday closings for the summer.

8/1–3 The New Mission “u”
Formerly the Cooperative School of Christian Mission, this event 

offers learning opportunities for individuals and families at Western 
Connecticut State University in Danbury. A one-day Saturday Sampler 
is also available to participants. For additional info, or to register go to, 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4099. See related story on Page 4.

8/3–20 VIM Trip to Mozambique
For more details and to apply for the trip, got to 
http://nyac.com/vim/detail/12.

8/11–16 Camp Lead
Youth-led program of games, devotions, music, team-building and 

Bible study at Epworth Camp and Retreat Center, High Falls, N.Y. 
Campers should be recommended by pastors or youth leaders; 
churches should cover all the costs. To register, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4591.

8/15–18 Oasis for Young Leaders
Join this community gathering for young leaders in Washington, D.C., 

sponsored by Renovation Generation. Restoration Generation is about 
restoring a sense of community and a movement of service and witness 
among young people.  http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4594.

9/14 Responding to Missional Needs
Black Methodists for Church Renewal invite all clergy and laity 
to attend, “It’s a New Day: Behold I am doing a new thing.” Come 
together to talk about ways of aligning our structure to the missional 
needs of the church and the community. Rev. Stephen Handy, pastor 
of McKendree UMC in Nashville will lead the adults, and Allison Blount 
and Michelle Stanley, the youth. Cost is $15 per person; or $45 per 
church for three persons or more. Lunch is included. 9:30 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m., with closing worship at 3:30 p.m., followed by a reception. 
New Rochelle UMC, 1200 North Avenue, New Rochelle, N.Y. For 
further information contact: Monique Blount at 347-751-4366, 
or Rev. Janet Hodge at 203-820-0236.

9/14 & 21 Basic Lay Servant Ministry Class
The New York/Connecticut District is sponsoring a two-session class from 
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., at the South Dover UMC of Wingdale, N.Y. To register, 
go to: http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4612.

10/19 Laity Convocation
Time and location to be announced.

10/26 UMW Annual Meeting
United Methodist Women will meet at Grace UMC, Valley Stream, N.Y.

11/3 City Society Anniversary Gala
Celebrate the 175th anniversary of the United Methodist City Society. 
5–9 p.m., Terrace on the Park, Flushing-Meadows Park, Queens. 
Featured speaker is Hillary Rodham Clinton, the former U.S. Secretary 
of State. Go to www.umcitysociety.org for more information.

11/11–15 Pastor’s Clinic at NYM Hospital
Each year 24 pastors and/or their spouses from the NYAC participate 
in a health clinic at New York Methodist Hospital, Brooklyn. In four 
days, participants receive a thorough physical examination and any 
follow-up tests that may be indicated. There will also be time to tour
the Hospital and participate in seminars on recent developments in
health care. You will get a penetrating view of your mission hospital 
at work. For more information and to apply, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4320.
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Adjustments Are Made as Ministries Grow

Eumin and Prumeh Kim with their children 
in Kazakhstan.

Dear friends,
When we fi rst moved here more 

than one year ago, we saw that 
everyone wore their wedding rings 
on their right hand. Eumin and I both 
tried this for a few days, but it was so 
uncomfortable, we put the rings back 
on our left hands.

Recently, I tried to wear the ring 
back on the right hand, and to my 
surprise, found it comfortable! I 
think this is a simple illustration to 
show that after a year of living in 
Central Asia, our family has adjusted 
and fi nally settled in.

Language was one of the more 
diffi cult adjustments. I took Russian in high 
school so I spoke enough to survive here. In 
October, I started taking language courses at the 
university, so my Russian has greatly improved. 
When Eumin fi rst came to Kazakhstan, he did 
not even know the Russian alphabet. He still has 
a long way to go but he is doing well.

We chose to send Ye-Ari to a local Russian 
school. She now reads and writes in Russian. 
She surprises me everyday with how much 
vocabulary she knows (and yes, she speaks 
better than Eumin). Ye-Ari now has made new 
friends at school and enjoys going to school. We 
are thankful for all your prayers for her—the 
bully from last year moved to a new school.

We also struggle with our status as 
foreigners here. We are thankful that we 
recently received our green cards so we no 
longer have to leave the country every 3 months 
to renew our visas. But we discovered that we 
must now register with the national and local 
migration police, who will visit our home every 
month to verify our residence. Please continue 
to pray for our family’s safety and residence.

This past fall and winter we were very 
busy. In early November, Eumin was the 
main speaker for the International Student 
Evangelistic Camp. The Bishkek United 
Methodist Church in Krygyzstan has a special 

ministry for international students from India, 
Pakistan, and China. Yulia, Pastor Oleg’s wife, 
is a medical professor who reaches out to the 
international students in her classes. Bishkek 
UMC now has a second worship service in 
English and an active English ministry.

Then the UMC Mission Center, where we are 
the co-directors, held courses for the extension 
program of Moscow Theological Seminary 
for 17 students. Five new students joined this 
semester. Many of the students are young adults 
and we are so excited to see how God is building 
up the future of Central Asia. Another course 
was recently held in the spring in Bishkek.

In November, we also hosted the Institute 
for Leadership for clergy and laity. We managed 
to squeeze 35 participants into our center for an 
amazing time of training, small-group sharing, 
worship, and fellowship. Also in attendance 
was Bishop Hans Vaxby, the bishop of Eurasia 
who retired at the end of 2012. We are especially 
excited about the new bishop, Eduard Khegay, 
who as a “koryo saram” born and raised in 
Kazakhstan, is the fi rst native to be elected 
bishop of Eurasia.

Following these two conferences, we had our 
district meeting with all our pastors, including 
Pastor Anvar from Uzbekhistan. All together, 
we have seven churches and six Bible groups 

that we serve through our Mission Center.
This summer looks to be quite busy for us, 

as well. In addition to hosting several short-
term mission teams, upcoming events for 
Central Asia include the young adult leadership 
forum, international student forum, Sunday 
school teacher training, United Methodist 
Women training (led by Korean American 
UMW), and youth and young adult evangelism 
summer camps.

We especially ask your prayers for:
Our family’s safety and security here in 

Kazakhstan. We recently had a police 
visit to verify our residence (foreigners 
must register with the local migration 
police). We had a few glitches but 
everything worked out in the end. Please 
pray that the police will not visit often.

Our family to remain in fellowship with 
God. Please pray for Eumin and Prumeh 
to be spiritually disciplined and vigilant.

The church and Bible study group 
in Uzbekistan. Pastor Anvar and the 
Bible group leader are enduring severe 
persecution from the local authorities 
and are struggling to continue their 
ministries.

Immanuel church in Ushtobe where 
missionary Heejin Park serves. They 
recently dedicated a new youth center 
and church, but they are awaiting their 
offi cial governmen registration. It is 
critical that they receive this registration.

If you are interested in supporting our 
ministries through a covenant relationship, 
you can fi nd more information and make 
donations by visiting the GBGM web site: 
www.advancinghope.com.

Eumin Kim: Missionary advance #3021370
Prumeh Kim: Missionary advance #3021369
Central Asia Mission Initiative advance 

#14939A 

DISPATCHES FROM KAZAKHSTAN
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BY JIM STINSON
Consultant on Older Adult Ministries

“I just don’t want to be alone!”
He is nearly 90 years old and has just been 

told he is terminally ill, with a very short time 
to live. His fear of being alone as his earthly 
journey comes to an end is certainly not 
uncommon; nor is it limited to older people.

Despite the fact that he has 
embraced a life of faith throughout 
his years; despite the fact that he 
believes there is life after death; 
and despite the fact that he knows 
he is surrounded by God’s love, he 
is still fearful!

When he opened the door and found me 
standing there, his fi rst words were, “I am so 
glad you are here. I didn’t know how to tell you 
the news. But I do want to see you.” Then he 
said as he asked for prayer: “I just don’t want to 
be alone!”

We talked, we prayed, he shared his stories 
and memories, he cried, he smiled as he talked 
about his late wife, and then we shared our 
faith that come what may God’s message was 
constant. “Fear not I am with you always!”

He said, “I know I am really never alone, but 
having someone here to remind me makes me 
less fearful and more certain.”

Once again, I was reminded of the 
importance of the ministry of presence. In the 

Ministry to Elderly Starts With a Visit
fi nal analysis, the presence of God is made real 
when we re-present and speak the divine word.    
After all, our faith proclaims an incarnate God, 
a God in human form. It is the same faith that 
calls us to be like Jesus, the incarnate God.

If people are to know and experience God’s 
presence, it is most often through others who 
dare to witness to the truth in the midst of 

suffering and pain. It is a tall order 
for mere mortals to heed, but it is 
the cost of discipleship. It is also a 
gift to the one being present as well 
as to the one suffering and fearful.

Older adults, even those who 
are in relatively good health, are 

often lonely and fearful.  There is no better 
antidote to this loneliness and fear than having 
someone’s comforting presence. Those of who 
would be in ministry with older adults do well to 
remember that there is no substitute as effective 
as the ministry of presence. Homebound or 
hospitalized members, as well as those in long-
term care communities thrive on personal visits 
from their church friends and pastors, as well 
as from their family.  They too respond to such 
ministry with words such as, “I am so glad you 
are here.”

Want to know where to begin a ministry 
with older adults? Visit them! Any program 
designed with them in mind may be welcome, 
but that’s ‘gravy.’ Personal visits are the ‘meat.’

Rev. Sonia Jermin and Gail Boykin 
share a ritual in remembrance of 
their baptism during the “Mission 
u” training session.

Reserve Now for 
August “Mission u”

The New York Annual Conference’s fi rst 
“Mission u” is coming August 1–3 at Western 
CT University in Danbury CT.

The leaders recently participated in “Mission 
u” training event in St. Louis, Mo. Together the 
group studied, worshipped, (survived tornado 
watches and warnings) and planned mission 
studies.  Women, men, youth, and children 
are invited to join in this summer experience.  
Mission u will include:
Studies:
 The Call: Living Sacramentally, 

Walking Justly (in English, Korean, or 
Spanish)

 The Roma of Europe (in English, 
Korean, or Spanish)

 Poverty (in English)
 Migration (youth and children, in 

English)
Worship
Mission fair
Stop Hunger Now packing event
One-day Saturday Sampler on August 3 

with leaders Beverly Risi and Rev. Jim 
Veatch

For more details and to print out registration 
forms, go to: http://nyac.com/missionu. Leaders 
include: Rev. Walter Barton, Elise Boykin, Gail 
Boykin, Diana Collier, J. Ann Craig, Rev. Sonia 
Jermin, Rev. Gye Ho (Thomas) Kim, Lija Kim, 
Bishop Jane Middleton, Rev. Wendy Modeste, 
Rev. Hector Rivera, Jeniffer Rodriguez Michel, 
and Michelle Stanley.

Honors from Congress to Kingston
The Caring Hands Soup Kitchen and Pantry was recently honored by 
the Food Bank of the Hudson Valley as the “Agency of the Year.” Rev. 
Darlene Kelley, center, and the outreach program at Clinton Avenue 
UMC were recognized for their commitment to ending hunger in 
Kingston, N.Y. The soup kitchen also earned accolades from the U.S. 
Congress, the New York State Assembly and Sen. William J. Larkin, Jr.  
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A joyful group of newly commissioned provisional deacons and elders take in the applause.

Cassey Truitt, left, performs during ordination. A 
confi rmand in a white sash, above, processes in with 
those who will receive local pastor’s licenses, John 
Fritz and Anthony Ciaccio.

Continued from page 1

Holy Spirit Party in the House for Ordination
Using the text of Jeremiah 1:15 

and Acts 13:1–5, McLee noted 
that Jeremiah felt inadequate 
when called to his ministry, but 
that God reminded Jeremiah that 
was known to God even before he 
was born. And just like Jeremiah, 
there is a challenge in the spirit 
of doubt. When you lie awake 
at night and think of all the bad 
sermons you may ask, “What am 
I doing?  Is this the place to which 
I am really called?” McLee said, 
before reminding the group to do 
their work with the mind of the 
Christ within them.

He then gave us those who 
were to be commissioned and 
ordained three pieces of advice.  

First, be careful about who is 
surrounding you in your circle.

“You need to avoid the people 
who hate the church universal,” 
he said, adding, you need to tell 
people about the Jesus that we 
love. Everyone is not going to 
be happy that you are called to 
ministry, so don’t let those people 
who would pull you down into 
your circle. You need to surround 
yourself with people who will 
“hold us accountable, feed us, 
support us and understand the 
new intensity” of our lives and 
calling. 

“You are now doing the Holy 

Dance, not the Harlem Shake,” 
he said. And you need to be with 
people who know the difference.

Second, he advised them to 
take care of themselves. God is not 
calling us to die from ministry. 
The off day is a r umor, but it does 
exist. “Choose your sacred time,” 
he advised, and hold it sacred and 
use it to restore yourselves.   

Finally, he told the group to 
dare to think out of the box and 
be unique in our ministry. Don’t 
listen to, “We’ve never done it that 
way.” Let God help you do your 
sermons. “Put a little pepper sauce 
in your sermons, kimchi juice, 
or whatever fl avor works” that 

pushes your sermon to the passion 
place. And remember that there 
is a family whom God will send 
your way and their lives will be 
transformed by your ministry.  

Bishop McLee ended by 
telling those who were being 
commissioned and ordained that 
he was “plum pleased and peacock 
proud” by their accomplishments.  

John D. Fritz and Anthony 
Ciaccio were presented as licensed 
local pastors and presented with 
red scapulars to wear. Those 
commissioned as deacons were 
David J. Clegg and Marcia A. 
White-Smith; and, as elders, 
Lori Hartman, Victoria A. Kittoe, 

Roslyn Lee, Won Tack Lee, Carole 
Paynter, Todd Pick, Matthew 
Schaeffer, Alexander da Silva-
Souto, Marva Usher-Kerr, and 
Julia Weidemann Winward.

The ordination class wearing 
a red sash and stoles included 
one deacon, Sabrina Johnson 
Chandler; and 11 elders: David 
Ball, Lawrence J. Charles, Leslie 
Duroseau, Camella Fairweather-
Porter, Juhye Hahn, Simeon Law, 
Gene Ott, Seungho Shin, Bette 
Johnson Sohm, Joanne Utley, 
and Elizabeth Williams. Rev. 
Gloria King was also received into 
full membership of the United 

Continued on page 16
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At the morning session on June 7, Rev. 
Kenny Yi announced the 2013 class of Vision 
Bearers and their ministries:

F. Marie Pierre
Project: St John’s Ridgewood 
Spanish

Pierre has begun a Spanish-speaking service 
at St John’s UMC in Ridgewood, with eight 
founding members. She teaches at Kingsboro 
Community College and has a great contact with 
people in the Ridgewood community.

Rev. Leslie Duroseau
Project: Church At Worship

Duroseau, who was just ordained as a 
full elder, is planning a new church start in 
conjunction with the revitalization of her 

current congregation at Southampton UMC. 
Her project may serve as a model for other 
churches across the conference. She plans to 
use her stipend to hire a ministerial assistant. 
(Editor’s note: As of July 1, the congregations of 
Southampton and Bridgehampton will merge to 
form the Hamptons UMC.)

Dong Hyun Kim
Project: Woori United Methodist 
Church

Kim started his new church at Community 
UMC of Jackson Heights, targeting young 
international students from Korea. He started 
with 16 people who came from Central Queens 
Korean UMC, where Kim was an associate 
pastor. Woori is supported spiritually and 
fi nancially by Central Queens. This project 

is also endorsed and supported by National 
Korean Council.

Elon Sylvester
Project: One Foundation Ministries

Sylvester started the community about 
three months ago with an average weekly 
attendance of 22, and as many as 55 people in 
worship. Currently uses the Presbyterian church 
in Pelham on Sunday, and First UMC of Mt 
Vernon for Friday night Bible study. Sylvester 
will graduate with a master’s of divinity degree 
from Drew Theological School in 2014.

In addition to Long Island West district 
Superintendent Yi, the Vision Bearers team 
includes Rev. Arturo Maine, Rev. Samuel Arhin, 
Rev. Cedric Johnson, and Rev. Marjorie Nunes.

LEFT: Bishop McLee is presented with a shawl, 
compliments of the Youth Ambassadors in Mission 
team. ABOVE: Pastor Debbi Mygatt anoints with oil 
during Friday night’s service.

Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie, director of mission 
outreach, kicked off the celebration by leading 
the gathering in the mission theme song, “Halle 
Halle Hallelujah.”

Rev. Mel Kawakami, senior pastor at 
Newtown UMC, in Newtown, Conn., then 
came forward to offer a prayer, and the body 
responded with a heartfelt standing ovation.

The bishop later presented an award to 
Kawakami, Rev. E. Sue Klein, and Rev. Jane 
Sibley for their ministry after the shooting deaths 
at Sandy Hook Elementary. Kawakami thanked 
the body for supporting them as they ministered 
to the victims, families and community.

Ewoodzie then turned his attention to the 
relief and recovery efforts following Superstorm 

Sandy, and thanked those who had helped. He 
recognized a group of volunteers wearing neon 
green shirts who had been invited as special 
guests. The volunteers from Colorado, Alabama 
and New Orleans had taken a break from their 
cleanup work to attend the mission celebration.

Noting that UMCOR has given $3 million 
to the NYAC for Sandy work, Ewoodzie urged 
volunteer teams to return once again, and for 
new teams to be formed. Representatives from 
the Korean Caucus then presented a $5,000 
check from the National Korean Caucus for the 
effort.

One of the joys of the recovery work has 
been the gratitude expressed by the recipients, 
Ewoodzie said. He shared a thank-you letter 

from a Sandy homeowner who praised the 
volunteers who did not know her, for doing 
more than her friends of 25 years were able to 
do.

David Mallow, the General Board of Global 
ministries liaison to annual conferences, 
thanked the body for their generous 
contributions thus far to mission efforts like 
Imagine No Malaria. He also urged developing 
covenant relationships with some of the more 
than 300 missionaries in more than 60 countries 
around the world. 

The bishop was presented with an 
Ecuadorian shawl from Gail Boykin, 
compliments of the Youth Ambassadors in 
Mission team.

Much Accomplished, Much More Needed in Mission 

4 Vision Bearers Developing New Congregations
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Finding Ways to Break Down Walls in Bible Study

Thanks So Much!
None of this would have been 

possible without each and every one 
of you!

Photographers: Stephanie 
Parsons, Darlene Kelley and Tom 
Coddington

Video: Won Tack Lee, and 
Darlene Kelley

Writers: Tom Coddington, Jeff 
Wells, Peg Laemmel, Melissa Hinnen, 
Laura LaSpalutto, Michael Zukowski, 
Heather Sinclair. Darlene Kelley and 
Bette Johnson Sohm.

Tweeters: You know who you are!

Thanks, too, to Barbara Eastman 
who stepped up when I was feeling 
poorly. (Note: I am feeling much 
better, and only went to the doctor, 
NOT to the hospital.) And thanks to 
Rev. Ann Pearson for agreeing to 
let the Saturday Update slide—an 
elder’s got to celebrate her ordination 
after all!

Shalom, Rev. Joanne Utley
NYAC Communications Coordinator

The Bible studies 
led by Rev. 
Simeon Lee 
focused on two 
chapters in the 
Book of Acts.

BY MIKE ZUKOWSKI
With a focus on the conference theme 

of  “Dismantling Walls,” Rev. Simeon Law 
led Bible study participants on Thursday 
and Friday mornings in the Hofstra 
Arena. Following an introduction by Rev. 
Ann Pearson, the conference director of 
Connectional Ministries, Law introduced the 
participants to the structure of the Bible study; 
this study was to be interactive and not just a 
lecture.

Law opened by reading Acts 11:1–18. He 
then broke the text up into an outline focused 
on the various issues in the text:
Confl ict between Peter and the 

“circumcised believers” (v. 1–2)
Loaded question posed by “circumcised 

believers” (v. 3)
Peter provides a factual answer by 

recounting the series of events (v. 4, 
5–16)

Peter interprets the events signifi cance 
(v. 17)

“Circumcised believers” react (v. 18a)

Confl ict is resolved (v. 18b)
After being given some questions dealing 

with topics such as should circumcised men 
have been considered men of God, or wrestling 
with God about a particular issue on a personal 
level, the participants broke up into groups of 4 
or 5 for discussion.

 After the small group session, a speaker 
from each group came up to the microphone 
to voice questions and comments that were 
shared. Among the questions was, “Where were 
all the women during all this?”

On Friday, the gathering explored Acts 
15:1–33. After opening with a word of prayer, 
Rev. Law explained that the session would 
help answer the questions raised on Thursday.  
Again, this would be interactive and not just a 
lecture.

Law, who was ordained a full elder at 
conference, once again broke the text up into an 
outline to highlight the issues contained in the 
texts.
Contested teaching in Antioch (v. 1)
Representatives travel to Jerusalem 

(v. 2–3)
Welcomed by the Jerusalem church (v. 4)
New Question is raised (v. 5)
 Deliberation over matters (v. 6–21)
 Decision is affi rmed (v.22–23)
 Letter is drafted to Antioch and 

beyond (v. 23b–29)
Sent off by the Jerusalem church to 

Antioch (v. 30a)
Letter is received with joy (v. 30b–33)
Rev. Law offered some questions to be 

considered in the small groups:

Does this passage signal the end of 
Jerusalem’s centrality in the Book of 
Acts?

Does Rome take the place of Jerusalem in 
Chapter 16 and beyond?

He explained that ritual purity can be seen 
spiritually as a means of grace as it is part of the 
Law of Moses. It can also be viewed as a social 
mechanism that allows for table fellowship, 
where the Holy Spirit was present and at work. 
But ritual purity could also be a barrier for 
certain people. Immigrants, Law added, are an 
example of those who have had to wrestle with 
the need for a shared cultural exchange, and 
struggle to be a part of the community.

The group explored how the dominant 
culture is affected by bringing other cultures 
into the body? You can also be at a table, 
but not feel welcome because of culture or 
language differences, Law said. Something as 
simple as using a round table instead of the 
rectangular table mentioned in Acts, might 
prompt more satisfying communication and 
fellowship. Humanity desires fellowship as a 
group, whether as a family, church or annual 
conference.

Law commented that just “being present 
at the table is not participation.” During the 
industrial age, he noted, the church went to the 
people, into the city streets, into the factories. 
In today’s electronic age, he urged the need to 
reach the people using modern means such as 
social media and texting.

“We have to adjust our ways to engage our 
youth in this modern age,” he said. The study 
concluded with a word of prayer.
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Rule Changes
Rev. Dr. Gennifer Brooks, chairperson 

of the Conference Rules Committee, offered 
information Wednesday on the change in rules 
for conducting business that was before the 
conference.

One involved the election of a person to 
chair what has been a three-member Sessions 
Committee, and a second, the need to increase 
the representation of lay members to conference 
now that campus ministers were now being 
included in conference membership totals.

One change that came about with the 2012 
Discipline was the opportunity to elect General 
and Jurisdictional delegates two years before 
the date of the next gathering of those governing 
bodies. Brooks noted that the rules committee 
felt compelled to bring the decision before the 
whole body.

Fred Brewington then brought forth an 
amendment to select delegates two calendar 
years before General Conference. He argued that 
the usual pattern of elections the year before GC 
did not provide enough time for discernment 
and education for the delegates. He stated that 
the extra time would allow the delegation to 
form a unifi ed voice.

Rev. Bill Shillady, co-leader of the 2012 
delegation with Brewington, echoed those Continued on page 9

4 Long Days: 
From Rules
To Rejoicing

Bishop Grant Hagiya from the Greater Northwest Area spoke about the 
importance of relationships in one’s faith journey. 

Communion was offered Wednesday 
evening, above; Rev. Tisha Jermin, 
right, rolls herself up in a cardboard box 
during a liturgical dance highlighting the 
problem of homelessness. 

sentiments.
The extra time will “prepare us to be the 

kind of delegates you expect,” Shillady said.
Those speaking against the amendment 

questioned who might be excluded by such an 
early election and whether the issues that would 
arise at conference would still be in fl ux two 
years out.

In a show of hands, the motion to change the 
selection from one to two years ahead of GC was 
adopted. Following that decision, the rules for 
conducting conference business were approved 
by the body.

Legislative Work
All but four of the submitted petitions/

reports were included in the consensus 
calendar, and were approved by the plenary 
(excluding the budget). Those considered by the 
plenary were: 

Item 3007/Study Day to Discuss 
UMC Structure was supported with 
amendments.  

The “Study Day,” scheduled for November 
16, has been called for by the Study Committee 
for a More Inclusive Church to examine 
options the NYAC may have for structural and 
disciplinary changes to the UMC.  Rev. Jeff 
Wells clarifi ed that churches are mandated to 
put the “Study Day” on the church council’s 
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agenda for consideration although they are not 
required to participate in the event.

 
Item 3015/Commendation of Those 

Who Have Taken a Stand for Justice 
was initially amended in the legislative section 
to include Rev. Dr. Thomas Ogletree, a member 
of the NYAC. That amendment was changed 
slightly on the fl oor, before the resolution 
was approved. The resolution calls for the 
commendation of those who have taken actions 
aligned with the NYAC and its long-standing 
efforts towards the inclusion of LGBT persons 
in the life and ministry of the church, including 
the NYAC clergy, laity and congregations that 
have signed the “Covenant of Conscience.” 
Those specifi cally named in the resolution with 
Ogletree were Rev. Jimmy Creech, Rev. Gregory 
Dell, Rev. Donald Fado, Rev. Dr. Karen Oliveto, 
Rev. Amy DeLong, and Bishop Melvin Talbert. 
A request for a ruling of law was made following 
the vote.

 
Item 3016/A Single Garment of 

Destiny: Global Solidarity with LGBT 
People was approved intact after an 

One of several booths, above, selling wares to support VIM trips; Rev.
Dottie Morris, right, tries navigating through the accessibility booth;
Bishop McLee, below, makes a point during his episcopal address.

amendment on the fl oor to remove certain lines 
and change some language was voted down. 
The resolution calls on the NYAC to publicly 
condemn the spread of anti-gay hate to other 
countries by American Christian leaders, 
specifi cally named were Uganda, Russia, Latvia, 
Brazil, Honduras and Belize.

Item 4001/Report of the Committee 
on Cross-Racial and Cross-Cultural 
Appointments was referred back to the 
cabinet to address issues raised in the legislative 
section and in plenary.

Amendment Votes
The four constitutional amendments before 

the body were passed with more than 400 votes 
each. The amendments, which were approved 
by the 2012 General Conference, must receive a 
two-thirds affi rmative vote by the total aggregate 
number of annual conference members present 
and voting. Issues addressed this year included 

praying for unity in the church, dates of General 
Conference, changing the term “lay speakers” 
and setting the boundaries of episcopal areas. 
At their meeting this fall, the Council of Bishops 
will certify the results and announce the vote. 
Amendments that are approved become 
effective immediately.

Corporate Session
Approved a resolution for the 

discontinuation of the Embury UMC in 
Queens Village, N.Y., which was founded in 
1924.

Approved a new policy for pastoral moving 
expenses for both active and retiring clergy.

Voted to transfer the title of the 48 St. 
Mark’s Place (Manhattan) property to 
BrokenBuilders UMC.

Voted to authorize the NYAC trustees to 
accept a loan from the Small Business 
Administration for the purpose of repairing 
and rebuilding the bulkhead at Camp 
Quinipet that was damaged by Hurricane 
Sandy. Quinipet Director Greg Nissen 
acknowledged that re-payment of the loan 
will be facilitated by a generous act of loan 
forgiveness from the Bridgehampton UMC.

Approved a substitute resolution, “Proceeds 
from Sale of Discontinued and Abandoned 
Property” to update conference policies 
on assets in non-urban settings. Before 
proceeds are dispersed, outstanding 
obligations are to be paid to the NYAC, 
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Members of the Omega Dance 
Company perform with brass 
“singing” bowls at ordination.

A group of young dancers, above, brought the song, “Take Me to the 
King,” to life on stage. 

UMCS mortgages, Parish Development loans, 
Integrity in Pension, and shared ministry 
apportionments. Remaining proceeds are 
to be divided 40 percent to each of the New 
Church Growth and Development Fund, and 
Parish Development, and 20 percent to the 
conference trustees.

Church Merger
Rev. Adrienne Brewington, superintendent 

of Long Island East District, announced that 
Bridgehampton UMC and Southampton UMC 
are merging to become the Hamptons UMC.

Budget Passed
A 2014 apportioned budget of $8,285,082 

was approved, which is a .6 percent decrease 
over the 2013 budget.

Health and Pensions
The report of the Board of Pensions and 

Health Benefi ts was approved in the legislative 
section with two amendments. One amendment 
allowed the pastors and churches who are 
behind on insurance payments to be named in 
the board’s annual reports.

Other details include:
Healthfl ex for active clergy
Deductible for 2014 is $750 singles/$1500 

families unless both the pastor and spouse 
complete the Health Quotient online 
questionnaire between August 1 and 
September 30. Taking the HQ reduces the 

deductible to $500 singles / $1000 families.
Increase in co-pays: $200 for emergency 

room; $100 for urgent care visit. Co-pays 
on prescriptions will also increase, but the 
annual deductible will be eliminated.

Our Healthfl ex insurance is being moved 
to a PPO plan, and premiums for 2014 are 
projected to be $15,264, with the church 
paying $14,004 or $1167 monthly (91.7 
percent) and clergy paying $1260 or $105 
monthly (8.3 percent).

Complete the Blueprint for Wellness 
screening by July 31 to earn $100 in 
HealthCash.

Retiree Medicare
Transition to Extend Health has been 

completed for retiree health benefi ts. The 
plan has saved the NYAC some $43 million in 
unfunded liability.

Pensions
Clergy serving less than ¾ time will no 

longer be eligible for the CRSP plan. Those 
clergy “shall be required” to enroll in the 
UM Personal Investment Plan with the local 
church as the sponsoring employer.

Clergy serving in fulltime appointments 
who make at least a 1 percent voluntary 
contribution to their UMPIP account will 
receive a matching 1 percent contribution 
through the program.

Sally Truglia, benefi ts administrator, will be 
holding sessions in each of the districts to 
explain the enrollment process for UMPIP. 
See www.nyac.com/benefi ts for more info.

Trustees Elected
Laywoman Grace Bryant will fi ll an unex-

pired term in the class of 2016; the class of 2017 
is Susan Bynum and M. Myers Mermel, laity; 
and clergy Koonae Lee and Joseph Piccirillo.

Congregational Development
Bishop McLee announced that the 

conference would be hiring a congregational 
developer to create and work with “new people 
in new places.” The position will be funded with 
pre-existing Parish Development monies.

New Clergy Emails
As was announced at the clergy session

June 5, the NYAC has instituted a new 
email system for all clergy serving in the 
conference. Each clergy person will have 
a conference email address, such as 
Joanne.Utley@nyac-umc.com, that will be 
used for all conference communications.

Over the summer, conference emails will 
transition from the address currently used to 
this new address. A “fi nd a clergy” functionality 
will be added to the web site using this new 
email address. This will allow site visitors to 
search for and fi nd contact information for all 
clergy along with a link to the church they are 
currently serve. This will also help clergy keep 
their personal email addresses personal.

Once this transition is made, a conference 
email address for each church will be offered. 
The service is through a Google interface, which 

Continued on page 11
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is being provided for free. Many thanks to Ann 
Pearson for envisioning this system, and to 
Barbara Eastman for implementing it! 

If you are a clergy person and did not pick 
up your information sheet at annual conference, 
over the next two weeks please look for an 
email from Eastman with your authentication 
information and instructions. 

Dais Invitation
Bishop McLee asked for a show of hands 

from fi rst-time attendees at annual conference. 
When Karen Hackett, lay member from the 
Church of the Village, raised her hand, the 
bishop invited her to come and sit on the dais 
during the business sessions. Hackett gladly 
took on the role of timekeeper.

Anointing Service
As Friday evening drew to a close, Debbi 

Mygatt invited the gathering to partake in 
a Spirit-fi lled service of anointing. Bishop 
McLee prayed over the vessels of oil as a group 
of clergy and laity came forth as partners to 
anoint and pray with individuals. This powerful 
ritual fi lled the arena with a sense of healing, 
wholeness and renewal.

Shirley Parris Award
Beth Capen, a lawyer and longtime member 

of the Rondout UMC, was named the 2013 
recipient of the conference award given for 
exceptional volunteer service to the United 
Methodist connection. Capen serves as one 
of the conference parliamentarians, and is 
a member of the denomination’s Judicial 
Council. She has served as a delegate to General 
Conference, and on general church agencies 
and commissions. Capen’s father, Rev. John 
Capen, serves the High Hill UMC in Athens, 
N.Y. The award is named in memory of Shirley 
Parris who served as conference lay leader, and 
four-time delegate to General Conference.

Scholarships Announced
Rev. K. Karpen announced the following 

award winners from the New York Educational 
Society:

Continued from page 10

Babies were welcomed to conference, whether it be as mom was being 
commissioned, or in the new children’s play tent on the mezzanine level.

Book Grant $500
Amanda Yau Heidi Raucsh
Erica Rausch Matthew Preisendorfer
Heather Piscatelli Gray Piscatelli
Julianne Hazell Caleb Harbeck
Roy Grubbs

Scholars/$750
Allison Wityk Samantha Whitaker
Nelssy Rojas Hannah Reasoner
Stephanie Parsons Tamara McDonald
Ashley McDermott William Horne
Gordon Edwards Rachel Barber
Daniel Barber

Fellows $1000
Priscilla Wong Ethan Wong
Lindsay Mason Rachel Ann Bortin

Fellows $1500
Juyeon Lee Leah DeLeon

Conference Merit Award $1400
Katherine Borchert

Gloster B. Current Scholarship
Gordon Edwards

The United Methodist City Society awarded 
Urban Ministry Scholarships to the following 
seminary students:
Janet Cox, Union Theological 

School

Prince Donkor, New York 
Theological School

Soryoung Kim, NYTS
Joyce Lee, Drew Theological School
Sunjoo Lee, Drew
Lea Matthew, Union
Argenys Taveras, Union

McLee Scholarship
Nathan Badore, a member of Pine Plains 

UMC and the Board of Laity, received the fi rst 
Bishop Martin D. McLee Scholarship, which 
the bishop created to be given to a student who 
impresses him. Badore will be attending SUNY 
Binghamton.

If You Need to Know More . . .
To read the Daily Vision Updates from 

conference, view photos and videos:
On the NYAC web site:

http://www.nyac.com/pages/detail/1641
On Facebook search for “New York Annual 

Conference of The United Methodist Church.”
Audio downloads and buy DVDs/CDs

Go to the DVDs and CDs online store at, 
http://www.gntv.info. Select “New York AC” 
from the Categories menu, then scroll down 
to the bottom of the offerings until you see 
the “Dismantling Walls” illustration for the 
2013 gathering. All of the worship services, 
ordination and Bible studies are available. 
Remember . . . the DVDs and CDs will not include 
any copyrighted music or hymns from the service.
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Two by two, the six district superintendents 
came to the podium throughout Friday to 
announce the new appointments in their 
districts. As the new pastors came forward 
many of them were accompanied by the lay 
leaders in the receiving church.

Bishop Martin McLee has made the 
following appointments, effective July 1:

Denise Smartt Sears: Superintendent, 
Metropolitan District

CATSKILL-HUDSON
Mark Allen: Reservoir & Phoenicia
David Collins: New larger parish in the 

Catskill Hudson District that includes 
Hobart, Township, Stamford, and 
Bloomville

Romana (“Romi”) Abelova: New larger 
parish in the Catskill Hudson District that 
includes Hobart, Township, Stamford, 
and Bloomville

Dale Ashby: Western Catskills Parish, 
lead pastor for First UMC, Walton and 
Colchester Community, Downsville

Joanne Utley: Western Catskills Parish 
(1/2 time), pastor for East Branch/
Harvard & Roscoe. Also, ½ time as 
NYAC communications coordinator.

Lee Gangaware: First, Hillsdale, NY, and 
North Hillsdale, district hire

Peggy Ann Sauerhoff: Grahamsville & 
Sundown

Robert Kersten: Monticello & Liberty

CONNECTICUT
Karen Cook: Bethel
Kelvin Jones: Copper Hill, West Granby
Dai Hoon Lee: First, Shelton
Steve Peiffer: Wallingford
John Thomason: Woodbury
Elizabeth Lines: Litchfi eld, district hire
Martha Epstein: Monroe
Victoria Kittoe: Summerfi eld, Bridgeport
Margaret Laemmel: Lakeville & Sharon

LONG ISLAND EAST
Roslyn Lee: Grace, Lindenhurst
Simeon Law: To fulltime, Bayport
Chuck Van Houten: Stony Brook 

Community Church
Gia Hall: West Hills 
Thomas MacLeod: Adds First, East 

Hampton, to Sag Harbor
Roy Grubbs: Centerport
Charlie Yun: Adds Hillside to Searing-

Roslyn

Yuri Ando: Bellport 
Erik Rasmussen: Woodbury
George Mangan: Adds Center Moriches 

to East Quogue
Robert Thompson-Gee: Westhampton
Hector Rivera: First, Central Islip & 

Hauppauge
Rafael Garcia: Hempstead
Won Tack Lee: Dix Hills
Jae Woong Chang: To fulltime at Long 

Island Korean, Commack
Laurel Scott: Port Washington
Carlos Figueroa: Iglesia Metodista Unida 

de Freeport, district hire
Steven Knutsen: Seaford 
Marjorie Nunes: Hicksville
Lillian Hertel: Hampton Bays
Halley Low: Wesley, Franklin Square

LONG ISLAND WEST
Carolyn (Carole) Paynter: Bethel, 

Brooklyn. Effective February 1, 2013.
Edwin Jones: First, Jamaica
Roger Jackson: St. James, Lynbrook, NY
Lori Hartman: First, Hollis
William Smartt: Trinity, Richmond Hill
Austin Park: Richmond Hill
Jose Mora-Gil: Community, Jackson 

Heights, Hispanic congregation
Jin Woo Kim: First, Flushing, full-time 

associate pastor
Lawrence Charles: St. Paul, Jamaica
Delores Barrett: Community, Middle 

Village & Forest Hills

METROPOLITAN
Karen Karpow: Memorial, White Plains, 

NY
Nelson Garcia: St. Stephen’s Hispanic, 

Bronx, district hire, effective immediately
Marais Quissico: Epworth, Bronx, 

effective February 17
St. Clair Samuel: New Rochelle
Mendis Brown: Immanuel & First Spanish 

UMC (English), district hire
Moonsook Kim: Christ (English), Staten 

Island

NEW YORK/CONNECTICUT
Barbara Mungin: Asbury, Croton-On-

Hudson, NY
Jeffrey Hooker: Grace, Newburgh, NY
Cherie Philips: Peekskill, full time
Kregg Gabor: Hyde Park, NY
Tim Riss: Poughkeepsie
Johnny Ceasar: Christ, Beacon, NY
Kwang-il Kim: Goshen, NY

Dorothy Caldwell: Cornwall, NY
Todd Pick: Cooperative parish of Grace 

in Putnam Valley, Van Cortlandtville 
Community, Cold Spring and South 
Highland

Jennifer Pick: Cooperative parish 
of Grace in Putnam Valley, Van 
Cortlandtville Community, Cold Spring 
and South Highland

Susan Chadwick: Trinity, LaGrangeville, 
and Wiccopee Community, Hopewell 
Junction, both less than full time.

Gene Ott: Yorktown
Vicky A. Fleming: Sugar Loaf, NY, district 

hire
Kim Bosley: Danbury, CT
Julia Weidemann Winward: Adds 

Diamond Hill to Springdale
Wongee Joh: Adds First, Brewster, to 

Holmes  
Michael Barry: Stevens Memorial, South 

Salem, NY, and Jesse Lee Memorial, 
Ridgefi eld, CT, as associate

Seungho Shin: First, Stamford, as 
associate

Heather Sinclair: First, Greenwich
Scharlise Dorsey: Adds Pleasant Valley 

to Wappingers Falls, less than full time
Greg Higgins: Pine Plains, Bangall and 

Millerton, full time
Sung Min Moy: Pawling, less than full 

time
Linda Willey: Fishkill
Thomas Theilmann: New Cooperative 

Parish of Drew in Carmel, Mount Hope, 
Lake Mahopac and Purdys

Edward Dayton: New Cooperative Parish 
of Drew in Carmel, Mount Hope, Lake 
Mahopac and Purdys

Newly ordained Rev. Gene Ott 
is embraced by his mother (and 
district superintendent), Rev. Betsy 
Ott.

New Appointments Celebrated
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BY MELISSA HINNEN
Retired Bishop Melvin Talbert urged 

members of the New York Annual Conference 
to “do the right thing,” at a lunch sponsored by 
Methodists in New Directions (MIND). The room 
was fi lled with United Methodists wearing purple 
MIND t-shirts—a sign of solidarity with the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
community. 

Talbert’s address was framed around Micah 
6:6–8, Mark 12:20–31, and John Wesley’s three 
simple rules to “do no harm, do good, and stay 
in love with God.” Refl ecting on the church’s 
mission to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world,” he suggested. “We must fi rst transform ourselves before we can 
effectively transform the world.”

Talbert also lifted up the strength of the United Methodist Church as 
a global denomination—outlining the many ways that the church is a 
living worldwide witness for justice.  He emphasized that while the church 
holds hope and promise it is not yet healthy or perfect. Recalling the 
historic injustices outlined in the Book of Discipline including the 1844 
split about slavery and the 1972 decision to place a statement into the 
United Methodist Social Principles that homosexuality is incompatible 
with Christian teaching, Talbert reminded clergy that they were ordained 
to “take authority and do the right thing.” 

Stressing that Biblical obedience is something that each person must 
decide in his or her own soul, Talbert challenged the members of MIND 
to “do the right thing and stop giving your allegiance to unjust laws that 
prevent you from doing ministry with all people.”

His message was underscored by the presence of the Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Ogletree, a retired United Methodist pastor in the New York Annual 
Conference who is a former dean of Yale Divinity and Drew Theological 
schools. A complaint was recently made against Ogletree for offi ciating 
the wedding of his son to another man. Talbert said that if he were invited 
to perform a marriage for a same sex couple you would do it and added, 
“I am at peace with God and myself.” 

With Bishop Martin McLee in attendance at the luncheon, Talbert said 
that he stands in solidarity with McLee who has a history of advocating 
for full inclusion of the LGBT community. As required by the Book of 
Discipline, McLee received the complaint against Ogletree and referred it 
to a church council. Talbert shifted responsibility for the outcome of the 
complaint to the clergy asking, “Will you as colleagues choose to convict 
him (Ogletree) using immoral and unjust laws or will you rise up?” 

Ogletree took a moment to thank Talbert and MIND members. He 
said that without organizations like MIND working as a vehicle for social 
action the complaint would not have been publicized in mainstream 
media. He stressed the need to work together and mobilize change as a 
denomination saying, “Welcoming and inclusion can’t just be local.”

Both Talbert and Ogletree received a standing ovation and the lunch 
ended with the gathering spontaneously singing “We Shall Overcome.”

Bishop Talbert: Do the Right Thing!

As part of the opening night schedule on June 5, the lives of those that 
were lost in the past year were celebrated. They included:

LAITY
Ralph Eddy, Lucretia Fernandez, Thelma Fortune Little, 

Rittenella Pyne, Chiquita Smith, and George W. Wright
 

CHILDREN OF CLERGY
Tim Manchester
 

WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS OF CLERGY
Ruth Lindsay-Hempel, Virginia E. (Koegel) Jones, Edna 

A. McCracken, Anna Rousch Mirabelli, Kathryn Jean 
(Paine) Lee, Judith-Ann (Clamser) Grant, Mack Logan, Jr., 
and Marian Linn Wright

 
SPOUSES OF CLERGY MEMBERS

Mack Logan Jr., Ella Betsy (Case) Ross, Shirley Merritt 
Doughty, Charlene (Lenox) Denton, and Nancy Borgese 
Sargent

 
CLERGY MEMBERS

George Ellis Gibbs, Alfred C. Thompson, R. Elinor Hare, 
Sharon D. Miller, Lee Daniel Snyder, Paul B. Mengle Sr., 
Donald Eugene Goodson, Francis W. Carlson, Seaborn 
Benjamin Gay, Lyman “Bud” Palmer Taylor, Charles W. 

Rev. Jessica Anschutz places one fl ower into a vase as 
each name of those departed is read.

We Remember and Give Thanks

Bishop Melvin 
Talbert

Cheeseman, Edna Grace Soltis, Wilbert Taylor Bradley, 
David P. VerNooy, Gerard B. Pollock, Lucile C. Hill, 
Frederick D. Savage, William “Bill” Marcus James, Poong 
Ro Cha, Richard Edward Smeltzer, DuBois T. Smith, and 
Dolores H. Henderson.



June 21, 201314 NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

The ministry and lives of 29 clergy members 
were celebrated during the retirement service 
on Thursday night. All together the clergy have 
served for some 680 years. Those honored were:
Victor Acquaah-Harrison, Asbury, 

Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.
Bruce Anspach, West Hills, Huntington 

Station, N.Y.
Emmanuel Asamoa-Amoako, St. Paul, 

Jamaica, N.Y.
William Baugh, extension ministry
Anthony Beck, Christ, Beacon, N.Y.
Elizabeth Braddon, Community, Stony 

Brook, N.Y.
John Brandon, Bellport, N.Y.
Lorraine Coscia-Ackerman, Hobart 

and Township, N.Y.
Mark Del Giudice, Bloomville and First, 

Walton, N.Y.
Karen Engleman, Lexington Avenue
John Fahey, St. James, Lynbrook, N.Y.
Ariel Ferrari, First, Greenwich, Conn.
Vicky Fleming, Bethel, Conn.
Eileen Freeman, Hyde Park, N.Y. 
Lee Gangaware, Grace, Lindenhurst, 

N.Y.
Stephen Goldstein, Zion’s Hill, Wilton, 

Conn.

BY HEATHER SINCLAIR
More than160 delegates and visitors broke bread together on 

Thursday evening at the Methodist Federation for Social Action (MFSA) 
dinner. “The Methodist Federation for Social Action mobilizes clergy and 
laity to take action on issue of peace, poverty and people’s rights win the 
church, the nation and the world.”

The gathering began with introductions and announcements from 
Rev. Ed Horne and MFSA New York Chapter president, Rev. Judy Stevens. 
Retiring treasurer, Laura Beach, was thanked for her years of faithful 
service.

It was acknowledged that as a response to a petition a few years 
ago, an event, Rise Up, was held to address the issue of violence against 
women.

Haniel Garibay, cross-cultural common witness coordinator, 
brought greetings from the national MFSA offi ce. Garibay, a native of 
the Philippines and a current student at Wesley Theological Seminary, 
is working to create partnerships between Central and U.S. annual 
conferences. MFSA is especially concerned that the voices of central 
conference delegates are heard at General Conference. The major thrusts 
of MFSA at the national level include: access to affordable health care; 
marriage equality in partnership with the Love Your Neighbor coalition; 
peace in Israel and Palestine; gun control; and immigrant rights.

Annually, MFSA presents the White award to one who is actively 

pursuing the work of social justice in the church the world. This year’s 
recipient was the Rev. Dr. Traci West. West was introduced by Jorge 
Lockwood as an “incarnate prophet” and “impassioned leader” with a 
keen and brilliant mind, who is “disruptive” in her pursuit to speak out 
against injustice.

West, humbled by her introduction, praised God for the brand new 
thing that God is doing in the NYAC.

“God is doing a new thing through confl ict,” West said. And although 
West admitted that confl ict is diffi cult, it is often necessary.

Signers of  the “Covenant of Conscience” are being “law breakers” 
who embrace confl ict on behalf of LGBTQ people. West challenged the 
gathering to not just say that “basically things are okay,” but rather to 
allow confl ict to raise challenges to the surface.

“God is helping us to step out in confl ict,” West said. She urged MFSA 
to work above the fear and cynicism that can hold back the work of social 
justice, for there is evangelism in the work of confl ict.

Quoting Civil Right leader, Fanny Lou Hammer, West acknowledged 
that at times we can become “sick and tired of being sick and tired,” but 
those are the times when we must look to God to encourage us more in the 
spiritual discipline of social justice. West concluded with the challenge to 
embrace and accept the new thing that God is doing in MFSA and NYAC.

The spiritual discipline of social justice was praised, proclaimed and 
now will be further pursued in the NYAC through the work of MFSA.

Celebrating the Spiritual Discipline of Justice-Making

Henna Hahn, Hillside, New Hyde Park, 
N.Y.

Elizabeth Jones, Litchfi eld and 
Thomaston, Conn.

Dea Hee Kin, Ban Suk Korean, 
Elmhurst and Old Westbury

Nestor (Skip) L’Heureux, extension 
ministry

Victoria Luna, Iglesia Metodista Unida, 
Freeport and Hempstead, N.Y.

Elizabeth Mortlock, Mt. Pleasant UMC, 

Virginia Conference
Dora Janeway Odarenko, 

Gaylordsville, N.Y.
John Roy, Westhampton, N.Y.
Elizabeth Schrader, Woodbury, Conn.
Wesley Shand, First Brewster and 

Purdys
Won Chol Shin, extension ministry
Eldon Simpson Jr., Port Washington, 

N.Y.
Ruth Dunn Widmann, Woodbury, N.Y.

2013 Class of Retirees Numbers 29

LEFT: Rev. John Roy and his wife, Darlene, are congratulated by Bishop 
Martin McLee. RIGHT: McLee greets retiree Rev. Vicky Fleming.
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Rev. K. Karpen announces NYSE scholarships.

The all-male chorale performs. A confi rmand serves as crossbearer.

Layers of red brick wall peel away to reveal diversity.
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Rev. Dolores H. J. Henderson
The Rev. Dolores Helena Johnson Henderson, pastor of St. James 

UMC, St. James, N.Y., died May 17, at age 77.
Henderson’s ministry began in 1990 when she was received by the 

NYAC as a probationary 
deacon. The next year, she 
was appointed to Trinity UMC 
in the Bronx and during her 
service there, received elder’s 
orders.

In 1994, Henderson 
was appointed to the 
English congregation at 
Freeport UMC: and three 
years later began serving 
as superintendent of the 
Metropolitan South District. 
She then moved on to First 
UMC in Mt. Vernon, before 
retiring in 2006. In retirement, 
she was appointed to Freeport and eventually St. James UMC.

Rev. Henderson experienced the death of her daughter, Mary Watkins, 
but found healing as caregiver for her granddaughter, Mara Helena Rani 
Watkins. Other survivors include a devoted niece, Viola Johnson, and a 
host of other nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Services were held May 25 at the St. James UMC, followed by a May 28 
committal at the Heavenly Rest Memorial Park in East Hanover, N.J.

Rev. DuBois T. Smith
The Rev. DuBois Tangier Smith died May 13, at age 82.
DuBois was born in Brooklyn in 1931, the youngest child of Edward 

H.L. Smith and Dorothy Miller Smith. He spent most of his life on his 
family’s farm in Nissequogue, N.Y., part of the township of Smithtown 
that was founded by his ancestor Richard Smythe in the 1600s.

Smith has been described as “a man who lived life dedicated to his two 
vocations—the land and his faith.” He began farming at age 16, and for 
almost 20 years, he was a John Deere Farm Equipment dealer.

At age 60, he received a license to preach, and served churches in 
Bridgehampton and White Sulphur Springs. In 1999, Rev. Smith became 
an associate member of the New York Annual Conference; he retired in 
2011.

Smith was predeceased by wife, Frances Noble Smith, in 2001 and a 
son, DuBois T. Smith II. He is survived by daughter, Rev. Dorothy Miller 
(Rev. Carlton) Borden of New Hanover, Penn., and two grandchildren, 
George and Theodore Borden.

The funeral service and burial for Rev. Smith was held June 15 at his 
home church, St. James Episcopal Church, St. James, N.Y. Memorial 
donations may be made to either the Falkner Swamp Reformed Church of 
the United Church of Christ, 2077 Swamp Pike, Gilbertsville, PA 19525, or 
the St. James Episcopal Church, 490 North Country Road, St. James, NY 
11780.

OBITUARIES

Rev. Henderson and her 
granddaughter, Mara Watkins.

Methodist Church.
The service was truly a joyful, multi-generational celebration with 

young children carrying butterfl ies in the procession, playing with bubbles 
in the aisles, and provisional elder Julia Weidemann Winward carrying her 
young son onto the stage in a baby sling.

Five families also added six new pastors to their genealogical lines. 
Todd Pick joined his wife, Rev. Jennifer Pick, as a provisional elder; and 
clergy couple Roslyn and Won Tack Lee were commissioned alongside one 
another. Rev. Betsy Ott and Rev. James Law both greeted a newly ordained 
son, Gene Ott and Simeon Law, respectively. And Rev. Albert Hahn hugged 
his wife, Rev. Juhye Hahn, after her ordination as a full elder.

As part of the sending forth at the end of the service, the Omega Dance 
Company offered an “Invocation for Peace.” Gliding up the center aisle 
cradling small brass bowls in their palms, the three dancers methodically 
struck their own bowls and one another’s with a wooden mallet. As the 
“singing” of the bowls fl oated out across the arena, Rev. Sheila Beckford 
spoke the word “peace” in a multitude of languages.

The offering collected was earmarked for the Imagine No Malaria 
campaign and totaled $40,401.

Continued from page 5

Holy Spirit Party in the House for Ordination

BY THE NUMBERS
4,444

Health kits collected (673 more than 2012)
3,635

Views on the live stream over 4 days!
$1,167

Wednesday laity offering for Imagine No Malaria
$4,585

Wednesday offering for Ministerial Education Fund
$4,235

Thursday offering for Black College Fund
$40,401

Saturday offering for Imagine No Malaria
$323,580

Amount raised thus far toward NYAC’s Imagine No 
Malaria pledge of $1.2 million.


