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Building Relationships for Justice
BY REV. PAUL FLECK

Building relationships is a key element to 
creating movements of change both inside and 
outside the church was the message for the 26 
laity and clergy who attended the May 4 training 
at Memorial UMC in White Plains. Sponsored 
by the Conference Board of Church & Society, 
the social justice arm of the NYAC, the 
training was entitled “Building Relationships 
for Mission & Advocacy.” Kristin Kumpf, an 
experienced trainer and organizer who recently 
was named director of the General Board 
of Church & Society’s National Grassroots 
Organizing Team, led the training.

The day began with community building 

Confirmands Invited 
To Ordination

A Great Day to Make a Difference
Seymour UMC and Great Hill UMC, both in Seymour, Conn., joined 
together on April 28 to send 107 volunteers out into the community to 
make a difference and share the love of Christ. Projects included cleaning 
up roads, children making cards and gift baskets, painting and yard 
work, visiting at nursing homes, singing at Wesley Heights and Crosby 
Commons, and preparing meals for Spooner House. A celebration lunch 
capped off the day.

Dear Pastor:
I am grateful for the accomplishments of 

your confi rmands! This preparation is just the 
beginning of their Christian journey. I pray that 
they will continue to experience the joy of the 
journey as they deepen their commitment to 
Jesus Christ.

As you know, this year’s Annual Conference 
will be held June 5–8 at Hofstra University. I am 
inviting all confi rmands to be my special guests 
on Saturday, June 8. Details are below:
Arrive at the Mack Arena (Hofstra 

University) no later than 9 a.m.
Wear a solid color shirt—any color is okay.
You will receive a sash to wear indicating 

that you are participating in the Ordination 
Service.

There is special reserved seating for 
confi rmands.

There is a photo opportunity with Bishop 
McLee at the foot of the stage following the 
service.

Confi rmands will receive assignments upon 
arrival. All confi rmands will be part of the 
Ordination Procession. Some will escort 
ordinands to the stage. Some will carry 
elements to create the altar.
You must register no later than May 20 

with the total number of confi rmands who will 
attend—we do not need names. To register, 
send total number of confi rmands to Rev. Ann 
Pearson at apearson@nyac.com.

Also, there is an opportunity to join 
the Conference Council on Youth Ministries’ 
overnight lock-in on Friday, June 7, at 
the Hicksville UMC. Check 
http://nyac.com/events/detail/4592 for details.

All my prayers, 

Bishop Martin D. McLee
For additional stories about annual 
conference, go to Pages 4–5.

through the sharing stories and dreams for the 
future. Participants spoke of areas where their 
churches were engaged in justice ministries. 
They went on to express where they hoped to 
build social justice ministries in their churches 
in the future.

Robert Bob, a director of Justice For Our 
Neighbors in the conference and a member 
of Vandeveer Park UMC, said that it is often 
a challenge to invite into the church those 
individuals who are the recipients of our 
mission projects—to be truly in ministry 
“with” them.

Rev. Wongee Joh, pastor of Holmes UMC 
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5/18 Recalling our Blessings
The Oratory of the Little Way offers this 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.  retreat to 

discover how blessingsare a truly powerful means of healing. Instead of 
“What’s wrong?” the meditationand activities will focus on what is right. 
Refreshments will be served. Registration fee: Goodwill offering. Special 
overnight accommodation ratesoffered to retreaters.  Call 860 354-8294 for 
complete information andregistration.

5/18 & 19 Sower: Seeds of Faith & Finance
Workshops on “Financial Planning with a Christian Perspective: 

Planned Giving for Planned Living” led by Ed Ruppmann and John 
Henderson. Pre-registration required. 

May 18: Reservoir UMC, Shokan, N.Y. Register at: 
www.nyac.com/events/detail/4524.

May 19: St. Paul’s UMC, Hartsdale, N.Y. Register at: 
www.nyac.com/events/detail/4570.

5/19 City Society Annual Meeting 
3 p.m. at St. Stephen’s UMC, 144 West 228th Street, Bronx, NY 10468. 

No tickets required; freewill offering and light refreshments. Featured 
speaker will be Bishop Woodie White, the bishop in residence at Candler 
School of Theology in Atlanta.

5/26 Exploring Life of Wesley Brothers
Wakefi eld Grace UMC offers an invitation to “have your heart 

strangely warmed” by the drama, “Life and Times of John and Charles 
Wesley” to celebrate Aldersgate, at 1:30 p.m. Contact the church, 
which is located at 4750 White Plains Rd., Bronx, NY, via email at 
wgraceumco8@yahoo.com.

6/1 & 22 Safe Sanctuaries Workshops
These sessions are designed for congregations who don’t have a 

written Safe Sanctuaries Policy. The workshop prepares a core team of 
4 or 5 people to work with the congregation to write a policy, as well as 
providing information on how to train trustees, teachers, parents and 
pastors on the implementation of that policy. 

6/1: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Salem UMC, 2190 Adam Clayton 
Powell Blvd., New York, N.Y. Register at: 
www.nyac.com/events/detail/4545.

6/22: 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Bethany UMC, 1208 St. 
John’s Place, Brooklyn. Register at: 
www.nyac.com/events/detail/4571

6/5–8 New York Annual Conference
“Dismantling Walls: Building the Beloved Community” is the theme 

for the annual gathering of clergy and laity at Hofstra University. Bishop 
Grant Hagiya, Greater Northwest Episcopal Area, will be the guest 
preacher on Wednesday. Bishop Martin McLee has extended a special 
invitation for all confi rmands to attend the Saturday morning ordination 
service. See related stories on Pages 1 and 4. To register, go to:
 http://www.nyac.com/pages/detail/1897.

6/6 & 20 Healing of Chronic Diseases
The Oratory of the Little Way offers one-dayretreats to explore the 

spiritual and nutritional factors for people who suffer—or have suffered—
with various chronic diseases. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Leadersare Dr. Anthony 
Borrelli, Laurie Jones, and Bishop Alex McCullough. Toregister, call the 
Oratory in Gaylordsville, Conn., at 860-354-8294. Follow-update is June 20, 
from 9 a.m. to noon.

8/1–3 The New Mission “u”
Formerly the Cooperative School of Christian Mission, this event 

offers learning opportunities for individuals and families at Western 
Connecticut State University in Danbury. A one-day Saturday Sampler 
is also available to participants. For additional info, or to register go to, 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4099. See related story on Page 7.

8/3–20 VIM Trip to Mozambique
For more details and to apply for the trip, got to

http://nyac.com/vim/detail/12.

10/19 Laity Convocation
Time and location to be announced.

10/26 UMW Annual Meeting
United Methodist Women will meet at Grace UMC, Valley Stream, N.Y.

11/3 City Society Anniversary Gala
Celebrate the 175th anniversary of the United Methodist City Society. 

5–9 p.m., Terrace on the Park, Queens. Featured speaker is Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, the former U.S. Secretary of State.
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Churches Learn Ways to Work for Social Justice

Andes Celebrates 200 Years
BY TOM CODDINGTON

When the Andes United Methodist Church celebrated its 200th 
anniversary April 21, Bishop Martin D. McLee, resident bishop of the 
New York Annual Conference, was the featured speaker.

The Andes, N.Y., church began in 1812 as a Methodist Society, 
meeting for prayer and Bible study in private homes. It was served by 
circuit riders in its early years. The fi rst church was built in 1838, and 
the current building followed in 1863. The Andes church is now part of 
the Upper Catskills Larger Parish (UCLP) with Margaretville, Roxbury, 
Halcott, and Fleischmanns.

Joining in the celebration, which included Holy Communion, were 
Rev. James W. Moore, superintendent of the Catskill Hudson District, 
UCLP lead pastor L. Lawrence Dunlap, associate pastor, Rev. Adrian K. 
Todd, and former pastors including Timothy J. Riss, Kenneth Baldwin, 

in Wappinger Falls, expressed the hope that 
churches fi nd new ways of creating worshipping 
spaces and communities for persons with whom 
we are in ministry, beginning with recognizing 
that all of us are broken people in need of God’s 
healing grace through ministry with each other.

Mary Ellen Kris, who is a consultant on 
ministry with the poor for the General Board 
of Global Ministries, echoed those thoughts, 
observing that ministry with others is 
transformational, including the transformation 
of ourselves, not just “the other.”

Following lunch, the group discussed 
the layers that exist between ministries of 
mercy and ministries of justice. Kumpf led 
participants through a metaphor she uses to 
illustrate engagement called, “The Onion of 
Change.”

An onion, she said, has many layers, all of 
them important. The outer layer of the onion is 
direct services such as food pantries and soup 
kitchens. The second inner layer represents 
self-help ministries or ministries of initiative, 
such as English as a second language classes 
or Alcoholics Anonymous. The third layer 
represents “education for transformation,” 
where people listen and learn about social 
justice issues and the need for ministries of 
justice. The fourth layer represents advocacy, 
such as signing petitions or writing legislators. 
Finally, the most interior part of The Onion of 
Change is organizing, said Kumpf.

Participants learned that relationship 
building is key to organizing and to creating 
change. Within our churches, each person has 
a particular journey he or she has travelled, 
and a vision of the change she or he wants to 
see in the world. Each of us has a vision that is 

informed by our life experiences, our faith, and 
values. Kumpf emphasized the importance of 
discovering the passions and visions of others 
in our congregations through one-on-one 
conversations. In that way, we will discover a 
range of passion and visions we were unaware 
of and will also identify people in our church 
who share our passions and vision. Through 
building relationships, you can then build teams 
of people who share passion for a particular 
vision of change.

Toward the end of the day, each of the 
participants prepared an action plan for 
relationship building in their own church. They 
were asked to designate a “buddy” in this work 
and to identify the fi rst fi ve people they could 
engage in one-on-one conversation. They were 
also asked to consider how the conference 
Board of Church & Society could support them 
in their work.

At the close of the day, participants were 

energized to begin reaching out to others in 
their communities, as well as staying in touch 
with one another.

Kris, who is also chair of the NYAC Board 
of Church and Society, asked the participants 
if they would make an effort to fi nd out who in 
their churches would be interested in helping 
with the gun violence dialogue and action that 
Church & Society is about to initiate in this 
Conference. She also asked if the participants 
would let their members know about the 
Conference-wide Prison Initiative and identify 
people who would be interested in being part of 
those prison ministries.

Rev. John Collins helped lead the closing 
“blessing of the action plans.” Instead of asking 
folks to close their eyes in prayer he asked 
them to look at one another’s faces in the circle. 
He then recalled a word used in his Tai Chi 
class—“Namaste,” which means the divine in 
me greets the divine in you.

Participants listen to grassroots organizer Kristin Kumpf during a daylong 
workshop on how churches can create social justice ministries. 

Bishop Martin McLee chats with former Andes UMC 
Pastor Gerald Norris and his wife, Maria, following 
the worship service to celebrate of the church’s 200th 
anniversary.



The countdown to annual 
conference 2013 is getting lower 
everyday! On Wednesday, June 5, 
Hofstra University will be buzzing 
with more than its usual activity as 
members of the New York Annual 
Conference, guests and friends gather 
for holy conferencing. Our theme will 
be “Dismantling Walls: Building the Beloved Community.”

Preparations are taking place behind the scenes to ensure that our time 
together will be memorable and spiritually uplifting. We want decisions 
to be made that will move the conference closer to its goal of increasing 
discipleship, becoming fi nancially stable, with strong Christian leadership. 
We want to move in the direction of truly dismantling walls and building the 
beloved community.

Proverbs 19:21 is therefore an important reminder for us.
“We humans keep brainstorming options and plans, but God’s purpose 

prevails.” (The Message)
The Board of Laity has taken very seriously the matter of praying and 

seeking God’s guidance and direction regarding annual conference. Under 
the leadership of Warren Whitlock, registrar for Lay Servant Ministry in 
the New York/ Connecticut District, we began a 
fi ve-minute devotional by phone on May 1. We 
invite you to join in this brief time of worship 
and prayer that is led by lay persons. Please call 
1-559-726-1200, access code 120106#, between 
6:40–6:45 a.m., any Monday through Friday until 
June 3.

Whatever forum you choose, please pray. 
One of the cornerstones of building a beloved 
community is prayer. Remember that, “except 
the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who 
build it.” (Psalm 127:1)

Lay members are encouraged to arrive on time 
for laity session that begins at 1:00 p.m., June 8, 
in the arena. A time of spirit fi lled worship will be followed by a presentation 
by Rev. Dr. Ken Sloane. Rev. Sloane is the director of stewardship at the 
General Board of Discipleship (GBOD). Come prepared to be challenged as 
he leads from the theme, “Dismantling Walls: Unleashing the Generosity in 
Our People.”

Please visit the conference web site at, 
www.nyac.com/pages/detail/1897 to read all the preconference materials. 
You will be several steps ahead and much better prepared to participate if 
you do. 

It is not too early to begin preparing your health and birthing kits. I hope 
you are actively involved in your church’s Skeeter Walk activities. 

So come to annual conference with a spirit of joyful anticipation! 
Come in a spirit of prayer.

See you there.
Renata

May 17, 20134 NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

Continued on page 15

Praying Our Way
To Conference—Daily

Rev. Dr. Ken 
Sloane

Getting Ready
To register, check the tentative agenda, or read 

the pre-conference reports and resolutions, go to: 
http://nyac.com/pages/detail/1897.

Celebrate: The retirement of 23 clergy 
members, the licensing of one local pastor, the 
commissioning of two provisional deacons and 11 
provisional elders, the ordination of one deacon 
and 11 elders, and the recognition of one elder in 
full connection.

Live web streaming: Key events and worship 
services will be streamed live through a link on the 
NYAC web site: www.nyac.com.

Check-in: Begins at Hofstra’s Mack Arena, 
10 a.m., Wednesday, June 5.

Closing: Conference will end at 12:30 p.m., 
Saturday, June 8, following the commissioning/
ordination service.

Housing: Those staying on campus will be in 
Colonial Square—a complex of 14 two-story 
dorms directly across the baseball fi eld from the 
arena. Those who need accessible rooms, will be 
at the Bill of Rights building outside the Student 
Center.

Transportation: There will be buses, including 
two wheelchair-accessible ones, for moving 
around campus.

Health and birthing kits: Deliver to the arena on 
Wednesday and Thursday.

Health testing: Blueprint for Wellness screening, 
6:30 to 9 a.m., Thursday, June 6 and Friday, June 
7, at Student Center. Pre-register by May 17; 
only a few walk-ins will be accepted. To register 
by phone, call 1-866-908-9440; employer group: 
United Methodist Church or HealthFlex. Or go 
online to www.gbophb.org. Log into HealthFlex/
WebMD. Select “Quest Blueprint for Wellness” 
in the left column. Follow the prompts.

Youth lock-in: Friday, June 7, at Hicksville UMC, 
130 Old West Country Road, Hicksville, N.Y. 
Join other teens from the conference for games, 
food, basketball, a disc jockey, and youth-led 
worship. Bring $10 per person for food and one 
chaperone per six youth. At 10 a.m. Saturday 
morning, the group will accept Bishop McLee’s 
invitation to attend the ordination service. 
Ends at 12:30 p.m. Call Dana Dudkewic at 
516-225-0090 to register. 



the Nations Foundation, 
a national ministry of 
healing and spiritual 
revitalization.

In a Baylor University 
worldwide survey, Forbes 
was voted one of the 12 
most effective preachers 
in the English-speaking 
world, and in both 1993 
and 1984, Ebony magazine 
named Forbes one of the 
United States’ greatest 
Black preachers. A noted author, Rev. Dr. 
Forbes’ most recent book is Whose Gospel? A 
Concise Guide to Progressive Protestantism. He 
will sign copies of that book and The Holy Spirit 
and Preaching following the luncheon.

Forbes is expected to speak on the topic of 
healing our communities from the violence 
that plagues them, in particular gun violence. 
He spoke to an ecumenical gathering of clergy 
in the wake of the shooting tragedy at Sandy 
Hook, and will be building on that presentation 
at the Annual Conference Church and Society 
luncheon. 

Forbes’ presentation will kick off a series 
of district forums that Church & Society will 
sponsor in conjunction with a Peace with Justice 
Grant. To become involved in helping to arrange 
one of these gun violence district forums, please 
contact Paul Fleck at fl eckpaul@hotmail.com. 
You can reserve your spot for annual conference 
and for the Forbes lunch by registering at 
http://nyac.com/events/detail/4096. 
For info on the healing foundation, go to 
www.healingofthenations.com.
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Grant Funds “Plowshares,”
Rev. Forbes to Address CBCS 

Latest
Appointments
Jeffrey Hooker to Grace UMC in 

Newburgh. Hooker currently serves 
Immanuel UMC in Waltham, Mass., and 
Community UMC in Brighton, Mass.

Simeon Law from less than fulltime 
to fulltime at Bayport UMC.

Chuck Van Houten to Stony Brook 
Community Church; he currently serves 
Centerport UMC.

Kelvin Jones to Copper Hill UMC in 
West Granby, Conn., less than fulltime 
as a district hire. Jones is currently 
unappointed.

Nelson Garcia to St. Stephen’s 
Hispanic UMC as a district hire, 
effective immediately; Garcia is 
currently unappointed.

Edwin Jones to First UMC of 
Jamaica; Jones currently serves the 
UMC of Seaford.

Gia Hall to West Hills UMC, less 
than full time; Hall is currently on 
voluntary leave.

Vicky A. Fleming to Sugar Loaf 
UMC as a district hire; Fleming 
currently serves in Bethel, Conn.

Dai Hoon Lee to First UMC of 
Shelton, Conn.; Lee currently serves 
Christ UMC in Staten Island.

Thomas MacLeod to First UMC 
of East Hampton, less than full time; 
MacLeod will continue to serve at Sag 
Harbor UMC.

Lawrence Charles to St. Paul UMC 
(Jamaica, Queens); he currently serves 
First UMC in Jamaica.

Roy Grubbs to Centerport UMC; he 
currently serves Yorktown UMC.

Mark Allen to Reservoir and 
Phoenicia UM churches; he currently 
serves Pawling UMC.

Cherie Philips to the UMC of 
Peekskill, full time. Philips currently 
serves the UMC of Peekskill and 
Wiccoppee Community UMC less than 
full time.

Kregg Gabor to the UMC of Hyde 
Park; he currently serves Monroe UMC, 
Conn.

Tim Riss to the Poughkeepsie 
UMC; currently serves the Hicksville 
UMC.

Rev. Dr. 
James A. 
Forbes 

The New York Annual Conference Board 
of Church & Society’s program initiative, 
“Beating Swords Into Plowshares: Engaging 
Diverse Communities in Public Discourse and 
Advocacy to Stop Gun Violence,” was among 14 
recipients to receive a Peace With Justice Grant 
from the General Board of Church & Society. 
“Beating Swords into Plowshares” will receive a 
grant of $5,000.

This grant will facilitate conversation at the 
grassroots level across neighborhood, ethnic 
groups and income status to educate, heal 
and engage more diverse constituencies to 
fi nd common ground amid sometimes hostile 
points of view. The goal is to mobilize advocacy 
steeped in listening to one another, especially 
among constituencies that do not typically talk 
to each other. The board hopes to promote 
public discourse that can create the impetus for 
intelligent, long-overdue public policies to move 
the conference toward strategies for promoting 
restorative justice and sustainable community 
restoration and development. In 2011, the 
NYAC passed resolutions regarding gun-show 
sales loopholes and high-capacity clips.

CBCS will kick off this initiative during its 
June 6 luncheon at annual conference in the 
Hofstra USA Building. The featured speaker 
for the luncheon will be the Rev. Dr. James A. 
Forbes, Harry Emerson Fosdick Distinguished 
Professor at Union Theological Seminary, and 
the senior minister emeritus of the Riverside 
Church, New York City. He was the fi rst African 
American minister to lead that multicultural 
congregation, and served it for 18 years.

In 2007, Forbes offi cially retired from the 
church to become president of the Healing of 

Annual conferences are being asked to 
ratify four proposed amendments to the United 
Methodist Constitution. 

General Conference 2012 approved the 
amendments. To be ratifi ed, a proposed 
amendment must be passed by at least two-
thirds of the General Conference delegates, 
followed by a two-thirds affi rmative vote by the 
total aggregate number of annual conference 
members present and voting.

Lay and clergy members of annual 
conferences may debate a proposed 

amendment, but they cannot change it. They 
must vote either for or against an amendment 
as it stands. Issues addressed this year include 
praying for unity in the church, dates of General 
Conference, changing the term “lay speakers” 
and setting the boundaries of episcopal areas.

At their 2013 autumn meeting, the Council 
of Bishops will certify the results and announce 
the vote. Amendments that are approved 
become effective immediately. For more detail, 
go to: http://interpretermagazine.org. 

—J. Richard Peck

Four Amendments Up for Vote
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Concluding Ministry
In One Setting . . .

. . . Beginning Ministry
In a New Setting

1. Maintain good 
successor relations (20% 
of responses)
Prepare the way for the 
successor with the 
congregation.
Prepare the way for the 
congregation with the 
successor.
Spend quality time with your 
successor with an agreed upon 
agenda.
Talk about your successor
only in positive terms.
Do not make comparison 
between yourself and your 
successor.
2. Share ownership and 
responsibility for the 
move (18%)
Affi rm (or at least acknowledge 
itinerancy) and your ownership 
of the process.
Do not blame others for the 
move.
Do not use closure to get back 
at others.
Be gracious to everyone.
3. Provide good records 
and administrative wrap-
up (18%)
Prepare essential lists for 
your successor and make sure 
important fi les are up to date.
Make sure church bills are paid 
through the month you leave.
Make sure apportionments 
are paid through the month you 
leave.
Never leave any unpaid 
personal bills.
Do not take church records 
with you.
4. Adequate goodbyes, 
grief, and closure rituals 
(15%)
Provide adequate rituals 
for the going and coming.
Find appropriate ways to 
say goodbye and grieve with 
congregation and family.
Grant and ask for forgiveness; 
tell the people you love them.
Have personal visits and 
write personal notes where 
appropriate.

5. Clarify your new 
relationship with the 
church (13%)
Clarify in spoken and written 
communication your new 
relationship with the people.
Do not promise to come back.
Take time to teach the 
congregation about closure and 
boundaries.
Affi rm love and friendship 
while releasing persons from 
pastoral relationships.
6. Leave the parsonage 
and offi ce clean and in 
order. (9%)
7. Keep working. (7%)
Continue vital ministry and 
avoid emotional withdrawal
Settle as many hanging 
diffi culties as possible, including 
staffi ng ones.
Do not initiate major new 
programs in the closing months

1. Learn about the new 
church and community. 
(18% of responses)
Take 6–18 months to get to know 
the people and community
Demonstrate a willingness to 
learn the history of the congrega-
tion
Develop your skill in “reading” 
the congregation.
Learn the mission and vision of 
the congregation.
Consider using data gathering 
methods to understand the church 
and community.
Do careful assessment of 
strengths, weaknesses, challenges, 
and opportunities
2. Spend time with people 
and build relationships 
(18%)
Meet with the Staff Parish Rela-
tions Committee early and regularly
Pay particular attention to pasto-

ral care and preaching
Make building relationships your 
highest priority
Meet community leaders, be 
visible in the community, and meet 
clergy colleagues
Visit members with key leader-
ship roles, and people who have 
pastoral needs
Develop a strategy to get to know 
the people, communicate that plan, 
and stay with it.
Ask everyone you visit to suggest 
others with whom you should be 
talking.
3. Don’t change things at 
fi rst, especially worship. 
(16%)
4. Listen and observe with 
an open mind to discover 
strengths and needs. 
(11%)
5. Build trust. (10%)
Express joy in being there
Be authentic, honest, and genu-
ine
Let people get to know you and 
allow the congregation time to learn 
to trust you
Focus on the congregation and 
their future, not your agenda
Earn the right to change things 
before initiating changes
If you write a letter of introduc-
tion to the church, have several 
others read it to make sure you are 
not communicating unintended 
signals
6. Honor your predeces-
sor’s ministry. (10%)
Do not criticize the former pas-
tor, even if criticism is warranted.
Honor the progress and achieve-
ments accomplished before you 
arrived.
Let people know it is OK to grieve 
the loss of their former pastor.
Honor traditions long enough to 
understand the positive motivation 
behind them.
7. Don’t talk about your 
previous parish. (7%)
8. Don’t complain, criti-
cize, or make excessive 
demands. (6%)
9. Be patient. (4%)

Results of a Survey of UM District Superintendents in the United States by 
Saint Paul School of Theology and the Lewis Center for Church Leadership, 
Wesley Theological Seminary
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Theologian Charged for Same-Sex Wedding
BY HEATHER HAHN
A UMNS Report

A United Methodist theologian and retired 
elder in the New York Annual Conference is 
facing formal charges under church law and 
a potential trial for offi ciating at the same-sex 
wedding of his son.

The Rev. Thomas Ogletree, a retired 
seminary dean noted for his work on Christian 
ethics, presided over the wedding of his son, 
Thomas Rimbey Ogletree, to Nicholas Haddad 
on Oct. 20, 2012. The service took place at the 
Yale Club in New York City. 

Ogletree, 79, is a Yale Divinity School 
professor emeritus, veteran of the civil 
rights movement and lifelong member of the 
Methodist tradition. He told United Methodist 
News Service (UMNS) that as a professor, he 
rarely has been asked to perform weddings. 
When his son asked him to offi ciate, he said he 
felt “deeply moved.”

He described the ceremony in a statement as 
“one of the most signifi cant ritual acts of my life 
as a pastor.”

Some clergy in the NYAC fi led a complaint 
against Ogletree after his son’s wedding 
announcement appeared on Oct. 21 in the New 
York Times. Rev. Randy Paige, pastor of Christ 
Church in Port Jefferson Station, N.Y., led the 
clergy fi ling the complaint.

Ogletree said he and Paige met face-to-face 
in late January to an attempt to fi nd a just 
resolution to the dispute and avoid a trial. Paige, 
who has not responded to requests for comment 
on this article and declined comment to the 
New York Times, asked Ogletree to promise 
never to offi ciate at such a union again. 

“I told him that I am retired, I am almost 
80 years old; it is highly unlikely I’ll be asked 
to perform another wedding,” he said. “But if I 
were asked to perform such a wedding, then I 
could not in good conscience refuse.”

The case is among the fi rst to go public since 
2011, when more than 1,000 active and retired 
United Methodist clergy across the United 
States started to sign pledges announcing their 
willingness to defy the denomination’s ban on 
offi ciating at same-sex unions.

Ogletree was among 208 clergy signers, 
supported by 869 lay signers, who committed 
to “A Covenant of Conscience,” an initiative 
sponsored by Methodists In New Directions 
(MIND). He said he signed on to ecclesial 
disobedience to join in “solidarity with those 
pushing for change in The United Methodist 
Church.” 

The pledges, in turn, sparked a 
countermovement by other United Methodist 

clergy and lay people 
urging the Council of 
Bishops to make clear 
that they will enforce 
the Book of Discipline 
on this issue. More than 
2,800 clergy and nearly 
13,500 laity signed 
those petitions.

Bishops responded 
in a letter released Nov. 
11, 2011, promising to 
uphold church law banning same-sex unions. 

New York Bishop Martin D. McLee, elected 
in 2012, informed Ogletree in March that he 
had referred the case to a church counsel—the 
equivalent of a prosecutor—taking an action 
that could lead to a trial. 

Ogletree’s son, Thomas, said having 
his father offi ciate at his wedding was very 
meaningful. 

“I certainly was aware there may be an 
issue,” he said. “But, for me, it was really a 
personal decision. I love my dad. I admire him. 
He has been a huge infl uence in my life and 
a big part of Nick’s and my relationship over 
the past eight years. So when we decided to get 
married, there was no discussion about it. We 
just knew we wanted him to do it.”

Two of Ogletree’s fi ve children are gay. His 
daughter married her partner in Massachusetts 
in a non-United Methodist ceremony. His wife 
is a United Church of Christ pastor, whose 
church has no objections to same-sex unions. 

When the charges were fi led, his wife 
suggested he resign from The United Methodist 
Church and join the UCC. 

“What I realized is this was an opportunity 
for me to make a public witness in support of 
gay rights,” he said. “Just as I had committed 
civil disobedience in the civil rights movement, 
so I committed ecclesial disobedience in the 
movement for change in our policies toward gay 
and lesbian persons.”

Church law and homosexuality
The Book of Discipline, the denomination’s 

law book, since 1972 has stated that all people 
are of sacred worth but “the practice of 
homosexuality is incompatible with Christian 
teaching.” 

Church law says that marriage is to be 
between a man and a woman and bans United 
Methodist clergy from performing and churches 
from hosting “ceremonies that celebrate 
homosexual unions.”

Members of the New York Conference have 
repeatedly approved petitions seeking to change 

church law on homosexuality, most recently 
in 2011. 

In a letter to the conference, Bishop McLee 
said that confi dentiality requirements of a 
church complaint process prevent him 
from discussing Ogletree’s case in detail. 
(For the full text of the bishop’s letter, go to 
http://www.nyac.com/news/detail/558.)

“The United Methodist Church welcomes 
persons from all backgrounds, including 
the (gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and 
questioning) community,” McLee said in an 
earlier statement. 

“Gay persons have found their way into our 
congregations at various levels of leadership 
and involvement. Many of our congregations 
have become reconciling congregations—
that is, congregations that have specialized 
ministries to welcome members of the GLBTQ 
community. As is the case with most mainline 
Protestant denominations, matters regarding 
human sexuality continue to evolve.”

Ogletree said the Book of Discipline is 
contradictory on the topic of homosexuality. 
The Bible contains no concept of sexual 
orientation, he said. The biblical passages that 
condemn homosexual behavior, he sees as 
“more about lust driven out of control.”

“My argument is, strictly speaking, the 
Scriptures don’t counsel us on this,” he said. 

Rev. Thomas Lambrecht, the vice president 
and general manager of the unoffi cial 
evangelical caucus Good News, said he thinks 
the church’s position on homosexuality “is 
soundly based on Scripture.”

“If you take a different analogy, is a bank 
robber of sacred worth? Of course,” Lambrecht 
said. “Every person who does behavior that is 
contrary to Scripture—a greedy person (for 
example)—every person is of sacred worth. 
God loves them. God loves all of us with our 
fl aws and everything. But that doesn’t mean 
God doesn’t have a standard for how we live our 
lives, and we are accountable to that standard.”

He served as counsel in the church case 
against the Rev. Amy DeLong, the most recent 
pastor to face a public church trial. He also 
helped Paige fi le the complaint against Ogletree. 

Lambrecht acknowledged other clergy in 
the New York Conference and elsewhere in 
the country have offi ciated at same-sex unions 
without facing charges. 

“It’s not like we’re out beating the bushes 
looking for cases to fi le,” he said. “You could 
spend all day looking at different newspapers 
around the country trying to fi nd people who 
violated the Discipline. That’s just not our main 

Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Ogletree

Continued on page 10
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The instructors for “Mission u’ include, from left, Rev. Walter Barton Jr., Gail Boykin, Rev. Dr. Gye Ho (Thomas) 
Kim, Jeniffer Michel, Bishop Jane Middleton, and Rev. Wendy Modeste.

Mission “u” Will Study Call, Poverty, the Roma
If you want to grow in your understanding 

of mission, join in spirited worship and music, 
share ideas with other United Methodists 
from across the conference, then return home 
inspired, then “Mission u” is for you.

Mission u—Learning Together for 
Transformation of the World—is the new 
name for the School of Christian Mission. The 
“u” represents you! And you can be a part 
of the 2013 event on  August 1–3 at Western 
Connecticut State University in Danbury.

Bishop Martin McLee will be with us for 
opening worship on Thursday. Classes for adults 
are available in one of three studies in three 
languages:  

The Call: Living Sacramentally, 
Walking Justly

This study offers tools to deepen spiritual 
identity, engagement in community and 
involvement in mission. Stories of call and 
response are shared from a wide array of 
persons from different walks of life. The study 
book was written by the NYAC’s George McClain 
and Tilda Norberg, and will be taught by:
J. Ann Craig is a media consultant, who 

served for 17 years as the executive secretary 
for spiritual and theological development 
for United Methodist Women, and was the 
fi rst director of faith for the Gay & Lesbian 
Alliance against Defamation (GLAAD).

Rev. Sonia Jermin (Spanish) is a deacon 
in the New York Annual Conference. Her 
passion for ministry includes senior adult 
ministries and spirituality. Jermin has 
led numerous retreats/workshops in the 
conference.

Rev. Dr. Gye Ho (Thomas) Kim (Korean) is 
pastor of First and Summerfi eld UMC, New 
Haven, Conn. He has taught at Methodist 
Theological University in Seoul, Korea, and 
Drew Theological School in Madison, N.J. 

Bishop Jane Middleton, who retired in 2012, 
most recently served the Susquehanna 
Conference as its episcopal leader. She 
was ordained in the New York Annual 
Conference, and served in various churches 

as well as a district superintendent.
Rev. Wendy Modeste, a native of Trinidad, 

serves the United Methodist Parish in 
Bushwick, Brooklyn, as pastor. She serves on 
many of the boards and committees of the 
NYAC.  

The Roma of Europe
This study will introduce participants to the 

Roma—Europe’s largest ethnic minority—with 
an emphasis on Eastern Europe. Participants 
will learn about their lifestyle and spirituality, 
and investigate ways the church and other 
organizations are working alongside the Roma. 
Instructors include:
Lija Kim (Korean) is the Korean language 

coordinator for the Greater New Jersey 
Conference UMW, a post she previously held 
in the NYAC. Kim was a study leader in the 
program in both 2007 and 2008.  

Rev. Hector Rivera became the pastor 
of Broadway Temple UMC, in upper 
Manhattan, after serving at St. Stephen 
Spanish UMC, Bronx, NY, and The Church 
of the Village, in Manhattan. A native of 
the Bronx, Rivera is pursuing a doctorate 
of ministry degree at New York Theological 
Seminary.

Jeniffer Rodriguez Michel (Spanish) is an 
artistic consultant for the Old First Historic 
Trust Academy in Elizabeth, N.J., and is 
developing a Hispanic Ministry at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth.

Poverty
Participants in this study will engage in 

deepening their understanding of the realities of 
poverty and be invited to commit to solidarity 
with the poor through accompaniment and 
advocacy. Instructors include:
Rev. Walter C. Barton, Jr. is the senior pastor 

of Golden Hill UMC in Bridgeport, Conn. 
He is a member of Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal, and has served on boards 
and agencies throughout the church and 
community. Barton has traveled extensively, 
and has participated in Volunteer in Mission 

trips to Ghana.

Youth Instructors
Gail Douglas-Boykin is a retired NYPD 

offi cer, having worked in various capacities 
with youth and young adults. She serves her 
home church—Vanderveer Park UMC—as 
administrative assistant. Douglas-Boykin is 
active in the UMW, Lay Servant ministries, 
and Sunday School.

Michelle Stanley is a teacher and counselor 
in her work with a New York State agency 
and as a community volunteer. A member 
of Fordham UMC, Stanley holds a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology, and certifi cates in 
Christian ministry.

Children’s Instructors
 Diana Collier is returning for her fi fth year 

as children’s mission study leader.  Collier 
has served in many local and district UMW 
offi ces and Christian education positions at 
Springfi eld Gardens UMC.  A retired high 
school math teacher, she currently teaches at 
Queensborough Community College.

 Elise Boykin, a senior at Drew University, 
mentors young adult at Vanderveer Park 
UMC. She was recently recognized as one of 
Drew University’s “Top 25 under 25” for her 
work in that community.

If three days away are more than your 
schedule will bear, join us on August 3, for 
the one-day “Saturday Sampler.”   Saturday 
participants will be able to sample a shorter 
version of either the “The Call” or the “Roma of 
Europe” study and will join the full school for 
closing worship.

Register by June 21 for the reduced 
rate. Financial assistance is available to fi rst 
time participants. Mission u may be used as 
continuing education credits for certifi ed lay 
servant. For the registration form, go to 
http://nyac.com/missionu. Coordinator is
Janet Keyes; email jeksom@comcast.net. Pat 
Knebel is serving as dean, and can be reached
at pknebel@yahoo.com.
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Rev. Hector Laporta

Fourth Avenue UMC Moves
Its Ministry to New Place

Free Seminar
For Clergy On 
Social Media 

Rev. Paul Moon, pastor 
of BrokenBuilders UMC, is 
offering another seminar on 
digital ministry for NYAC 
clergy on May 28–29 at Camp 
Olmstead in Cornwall-On-
Hudson, N.Y. This session will 
focus on social media.

In his invitation, Moon 
wrote “this seminar aims to 
create and act on the hopeful 
anticipation that revitalizing 
churches is very much related 
to the ability of the leaders to 
engage the people in the exact 
place they are—the digital 
world.”

There is a $25 registration 
fee for the seminar, but the 
tuition for each participant 
($350) will be fully covered 
by a grant from RPMBox 
(Relational Pastoral Ministry 
ToolBox). One night’s 
accommodation at Camp 
Olmstead, including 4 meals 
and snacks, is $175.

Moon is also offering 
each participant one of two 
gift options: a customized 
Facebook page or a church-
branded YouTube channel.

To register, go to: 
http://b3m.givezooks.com/
events/2013-digital-ministry-
boot-camp. For questions, 
please email, info@rpmbox.
org.

On June 26–27, Moon will 
offer a third seminar on how to 
utilize and maintain a web site 
for ministry.

On Sunday, May 19, Rev. 
Hector Laporta will lead the 
members of Fourth Avenue United 
Methodist Church in a procession 
through Sunset Park, Brooklyn, 
to a new home at Bethelship 
Norwegian UMC. While it will be 
a bittersweet journey for some, 
Laporta said that the joyful sounds 
of guitar, tambourine and singing 
will accompany the group as it 
carries the sanctuary cross to a new 
place of ministry, just 10 blocks 
away.

And when they arrive at 413 
56th Street, they will worship 
together there for the fi rst time. 
Laporta has invited members 
of the host church to join in the 
joyful celebration because “we 
are all immigrants together.” 
Laporta serves both churches; 
Fourth Avenue has a mostly Latino 
membership, and Bethelship a 
mostly Indian congregation of 
about 70.

The move comes after Fourth 
Avenue made a prayerful decision 
to cede their building to Tian 
Fu UMC. Tian Fu, which was 
chartered as a UM congregation 
in 2009, has been worshipping 
in the space since 2004. The 
collaboration between the Latino 
church and the Chinese church 
was never an easy one, and the 
confl ict prompted former New 
York Bishop Jeremiah Park and 
his cabinet to recommend that 
the Fourth Avenue congregation 
move. Long Island West District 
Superintendent Kenny Yi has been 
working for three years with both 
pastors and churches to barter a 
faithful compromise. Differences 
in congregation size and resources, 
language, and worship practices 
seemed to fuel most of the 
animosities.

While such a move for any 
church can be diffi cult, Laporta 
said that he and his leadership are 
already encountering people in the 
new neighborhood that they can 

reach with the Gospel message.
“There are not many 

Latino churches in the new 
neighborhood,” he noted. “We 
have been greeting many new 
people, many are Mexican . . . 
mostly young single mothers and 
young adults.”

The Latino congregation, which 
numbers about 35, has worshipped 
for 40 years at Fourth Avenue, 
and has a legacy of incredible 
outreach to the community. Their 
food pantry serves 200 families 
each week, and a Thanksgiving 
dinner hundreds more. Working 
with other community groups, 
the church has hosted domestic 
violence prevention workshops 
for teens, developed an HIV 
prevention workshop and offered 
HIV testing, hosted English as 
a Second Language classes, and 
worked to identify immigrant 
victims of sexual traffi cking. As 
members of the new Sanctuary 
movement, Fourth Avenue has 
also promoted workshops on 
immigrants’ rights and provided 
legal information for DREAM 
youth.

In the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy, the church came together 
with Bethelship, Saint Jacobi 
Lutheran Church, and the 
grassroots Occupy Sandy group to 
distribute hot food, clothing and 
spiritual companionship to victims 
in Staten Island, the Rockways, 

and Coney Island.
Rev. Zhaodeng Peng, co-

pastor of the 1,000-member Tian 
Fu, admits that while there were 
problems, he is grateful for the 
start his church got at Fourth 
Avenue.

“I give thanks to God for the 
Hispanic church,” he said. “They 
opened their hearts and opened the 
doors of the building to us as we 
were beginning.”

Fourth Avenue and Bethelship 
have committed to a two-year trial 
of their new relationship, District 
Superintendent Yi said. 

“During that time, they will 
mutually explore the possibility 
of either merging or staying as 
they are separately, and signing 
a permanent use agreement,” he 
said.

As part of the agreement to 
cede the building to Tian Fu, 
Fourth Avenue will receive a 
$500,000 “peace offering” from 
the Chinese church, according 
to Yi. Those funds will support 
a new beginning for Laporta’s 
congregation and their Hispanic 
ministry in Sunset Park. The 
pastor has been encouraging 
his congregation to understand 
how its past ministry has shaped 
their community, and to dream 
dreams of how their work may 
continue and grow in their new 
neighborhood.

“We have great hope that 
something new will happen,” 
Laporta said. “We have great 
hope that God will create a new 
community.

If anything, the lesson learned 
for Laporta is that whenever two 
churches share the same space, 
boundaries and goals must be 
created for a peaceful collaboration 
from the onset.

“In the end,” Laporta said, 
“Fourth Avenue realized that 
although we were still doing 
ministry, we could not support the 
building without help.”
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objective. But when a case becomes public … 
that’s when we want to take action.”

Rev. Vicki Flippin, associate pastor at 
Church of the Village in Manhattan, said she has 
offi ciated at two such unions. 

“Many of us are doing weddings as they 
come up,” Flippin said. “We’ve signed on to 
do these, and we’re not just saying it, we are 
actually doing it . . . We’re just trying to make 
it a normal thing. You wouldn’t report to 
everybody that a heterosexual wedding was 
being done.” 

Reactions across theological 
spectrum

Whether Ogletree actually will face a church 
trial remains uncertain. Ogletree said that the 
church counsel still could dismiss the case.

Matthew M. Berryman, the executive 
director of Reconciling Ministries Network, 
said his group alongside Methodists in New 
Directions (MIND), plans to support Ogletree 
and his family—regardless of what happens—
with prayers, presence, gifts, service and 
witness.

Reconciling Ministries Network is an 

unoffi cial United Methodist caucus that 
advocates for greater inclusion of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender individuals 
in the life of the church. MIND is an 
unoffi cial caucus in the NYAC that has 
taken leadership in supporting Ogletree 
in the case. (For their statement, go to
http://www.mindny.org/2013/05/ogletree/.)

“Public church trials are ultimately, 
any way you slice it, an expression of the 
brokenness of our world and the brokenness of 
Christ’s church,” Berryman told UMNS. 

“But, as with many things in this 
paradoxical human life we live under grace, 
from sad and broken moments fl ow beauty, 
goodness and life. In this particular case, there 
will no doubt be pain involved, but I am certain 
that the ultimate effects of a potential church 
trial will be benefi cial to the entire church and 
redemptive to Ogletree and his family.”

He added that “any time truth-telling 
occurs in spite of the church-sanctioned 
policies of secrecy, silence and shame, a moral 
victory has been won.”

Like Berryman, Lambrecht sees church 
trials as an unhappy development. 

“I think when people voluntarily agree 

to abide by a covenant and then violate that 
covenant, that in itself is a sad commentary,” 
he said. “I do not look at trials as a good thing 
or success.” 

But he added that trials could serve as 
public accountability for church members and 
annual conferences. 

It is not known what sort of penalty 
Ogletree would face if he were found guilty in 
a trial. 

The Book of Discipline gives a trial court—
the church equivalent of a jury—a range of 
penalties if there is a conviction, up to revoking 
Ogletree’s credentials as United Methodist 
clergy.

Jimmy Creech, a pastor in Nebraska, was 
stripped of his credentials in 1999 after being 
convicted of offi ciating at a same-gender 
ceremony in North Carolina. It was his second 
church trial.

Ogletree said as retired clergy, it wouldn’t 
make much difference if he loses his 
credentials. 

“There’s not much harm the church can 
do to me now,” he said. “It wouldn’t affect me 
because I am not seeking appointment, and it 
wouldn’t change my history.”

Theologian Charged for Same-Sex Wedding

BY JIM STINSON
Consultant on Older Adult Ministries

Are we there yet? I’m bored, there is nothing 
to do!

Have you ever heard these words from a 
child? If you have raised children and have 
ever taken them for a ride, I guarantee that you 
probably have. When our children had all grown 
up, we thought we had heard them for the last 
time. But then along came the grandchildren! It 
tickled me to hear my daughter, who now has 
three children of her own, say:

“I don’t understand. They have their 
electronic games, movies, and what have 
you—all of them in the car. Why do they get so 
restless?”  

It’s an age-old question that probably dates 
back to similar conversations in the Stone Age, 
as our forebears traveled, looking for food and 
shelter. There is a restlessness about us that 
is real. We always seem to want that which 
we cannot have. We want things to be the way 
“they used to be.” We want to be as physically 

Helping Others Can Ease Bouts of Boredom

able as we were. We want to live where we have 
always lived. No one wants to be confi ned in any 
way. Yet what do we do about the fact that we 
cannot have these things?

Older adults are often victims of this 
syndrome. So much of their familiar routine 
is different. Abilities can change. Health can 
change. On the list goes! Often feeling sorry for 
themselves, they give way to idleness, rather 
than fi nding a new way to be creative and alive. 
How do we enable those caught in this mood to 
deal with the inevitable changes that cause them 
to feel confi ned and limited?

Whining and complaining doesn’t help. Nor 
does patiently listening to them do so! Listening 
is important, but it is equally important to 

enable a different direction. Anyone who has 
spent time in a car with a youngster knows the 
art of doing just that.

“Let’s play a new game . . . let’s see who can 
count the most red cars!” 

“Let’s see who can go the longest without 
saying a word!”

My favorite antidote to the adult version 
of “I’m Bored” is a method I use constantly in 
my role as director of Spiritual Life. Knowing 
that helping someone else always lifts one’s 
spirit; my antidote is to ask a question. “We 
really need someone to . . . would you do this 
for me!” I keep a mental list of possibilities for 
volunteering at all times, offering the bored 
older adult a task he or she would be able to 
do. Simple acts, such as making an unexpected 
phone call or dropping a note to someone, or 
folding fl yers for an event, or whatever else 
might need to be done are among my requests.  
Getting a yes not only lifts the person’s spirit; it 
actually helps those around, creating an attitude 
of caring and sharing. 

Continued from page 7
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Hard Decisions Needed for Church Vitality
BY XIMENA A. VARAS
Certifi ed Lay Minister
Team Vital NYAC

Decisions, decisions, decisions.
We make hundreds of them every day, 

some are life changing, and some we don’t 
even realize, some by default, so much so we 
don’t even think we are choosing. One of life’s 
precious gifts, the right to make decisions; and 
by making them (or not!) we grow to be this 
unique and complex person that we are.  And so 
it is with our church.

From February 21 to 23, 78 people from 
11 conferences and general agencies met at 
First UMC in Fort Worth, for the fi rst Team 
Vital Gathering, the newest phase of the Vital 
Congregations Initiative. From our New York 
Annual Conference a team of fi ve—Bishop 
Martin McLee, Pastor Bette Sohm, Pastor 
Simeon Law, Linda Gomi and I—made the 
decision to embark on this adventure.

The Vital Congregations Initiative grew 
out of the Call to Action Study in 2009, calling 
for growth of more highly vital congregations: 
congregations that have life changing stories, 
transformative mission, and fruitfulness. 
Vital congregations come in all sizes, contexts, 
and racial ethnic groups but what they have 
in common is consistent growth over time, 
engagement of their people in mission, small 
groups and generous giving.

Our mission as the New York team was to 
look at our response to being vital congrega-
tions, analyzing what is working and what we 
need to tweak so that more of our churches can 

The NYAC’s participants in Team 
Vital: Ximena A. Varas, Rev. Bette 
Johnson Sohm, Bishop Martin 
McLee, Rev. Simeon Law, and 
Lynda Gomi.

become highly vitals. And so we did. 
In two days of heavy-duty conversations 

we not only discussed where we are as a 
conference, but we also dreamed of where we 
want to be. We created a common language, 
we looked at numbers, we heard stories of 
resurrection, we listened to the celebrations, 
and we also shared struggles. 

I learned a lot, I learned that the future of 
our denomination rests on the decisions we 
made today. I learned that vitality has nothing 
to do with numbers, or corporate planning, 
or even with the “new thing” called incubator 
training. Vitality is my response to my Creator; 
it is my answer to the calling of my Savior Jesus.

I want my conference to be vital because 
that will help me to carry out my mission as a 
disciple. I want my church to be vital so I can 

share the love of Christ with my community. I 
learned I want to be part of a transformational, 
missional church, not a part of a place where 
people go for an hour on Sunday like they go to 
the movies. And I learned that to accomplish all 
that, we need to make more decisions together, 
some of them diffi cult ones. We need to change 
what needs to be changed, keep what needs to 
be kept and together become the church we 
want to be, hopefully refl ecting the church God 
created us to be.

More importantly, I learned I am not alone 
in this desire. Our fi ve Team Vital members 
promised to continue to walk this journey for 
the next two years, to continue the incubator 
training and to fi nd new ways to help increase 
vitality in all the NYAC churches. Can you 
imagine what we could become?  Can you see 
what difference a highly vital conference could 
make? Could you imagine how many more 
lives we could touch in Jesus’ name and how 
different our community would be?  

One of the best quotes I heard during our 
gathering was, “the answer to how, is yes.” So 
I invite you to say yes, and learn more about 
how your own church can grow in vitality and 
take advantage of the resources our conference 
has to offer so that all of us can create the 
transformation of our beloved church. Stay 
tuned for new training sessions and events as 
well as the next tier of incubator training for 
clergy and laity.

For more information on the Vital 
Congregations Initiative, go to: 
http://www.umvitalcongregations.org.

The “merry month of May” is all about 
mothers, Memorial Day, and also being aware 
of the need for more foster families. Each May, 
National Foster Care Month provides an oppor-
tunity for people all across the nation to focus 
attention on the year-round needs of children 
and youth in foster care. 

Foster care is a protective service to children 
and their families when families can no longer 
care for their children. There are many reasons 
and circumstances that make it diffi cult for 
biological families to meet the needs of their 
children, including poverty, substance abuse, 
mental illness, homelessness, loss of a job or 
lack of support from extended family and com-
munity.

National Foster Care Month is sponsored by 
a partnership of organizations from across the 
country. The campaign raises awareness about 
the urgent needs of these young people and en-

Raising Awareness About Need for Foster Care

courages citizens from every walk of life to get 
involved—as foster or adoptive parents, volun-
teers, mentors, employers or in other ways.

Campaign goals:
Raise awareness about the magnitude of the 

issue and the urgent and sustaining needs of 
children and older youth in foster care and 
their families;

Issue a national call-to-action that motivates, 
inspires and facilitates many more Ameri-
cans to come forward and help change a life-
time for a young person in foster care; and,

Develop a positive framework for 
maintaining visibility and interest in the 

foster care issue to support the year-round 
efforts of the National Foster Care Month 
Partner organizations and other child 
welfare agencies.
Foster Care Month also provides an 

opportunity for acknowledging the thousands 
of dedicated foster families and other caring 
individuals and organizations who are already 
supporting these young people.

The National Foster Parent Association 
(nfpaonline.org) is a champion for the 
thousands of families that open their heart and 
their home to the over 400,000 children in out-
of-home placement in the US. 

For more information on becoming a foster 
parent, contact the Children’s Home, at 800-
772-6904, ext. 131, or visit the web site at 
www.chowc.org. Please feel free to send 
donations directly, or use our New York 
Conference advance number 60-0588.
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UMCOR board president Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, in tan vest, helps rip up 
the damaged carpet in a home in Freeport, N.Y. 

GBGM Day of Service: Helping in Sandy Recovery
Excerpted from a report by Melissa Hinnen and 
Linda Unger, GBGM

Directors and staff of the General Board of 
Global Ministries concluded their semiannual 
board of directors meeting April 13 and climbed 
aboard two buses, one headed to New Jersey, 
the other to Long Island, N.Y., to bring a sign 
of hope and solidarity to Superstorm Sandy 
survivors.

Dressed in jeans, sneakers, and the brightly 
colored T-shirts typically worn by volunteers 
with the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR)—the disaster-recovery arm of Global 
Ministries and The United Methodist Church—
directors and staff were ready to get their hands 
dirty in a day of service.

“When the board decided to come out 
today and do a day of service in the New York 
area, I was all for it,” said Timothy Crisler, a 
fi rst-term director from the Mississippi Annual 
Conference, who joined his colleagues headed to 
Long Island.

“So many people reached out to the 
Mississippi folks when we went through our 
disaster (Hurricane Katrina, 2005). We saw 
fi rsthand the church at work—God’s people 
coming from everywhere. And that’s what 
we’re about,” he said. “Mission. It’s all about 
mission.”

Yeabu Kamara of Sierra Leone, a director 
in her second term, expressed gratitude for the 
opportunity to be of service—however limited 
by the single afternoon—to communities 
impacted by Superstorm Sandy—a departure 
from the usual round of three-day meetings.

“It is good for us because we are giving 
service to humanity, and then we appreciate 
more the work of our missionaries and all the 
fi eld workers: what they go through, what they 
do for people,” Kamara said. “It makes us alive 
to other people’s sufferings.”

For Joan Young, an administrative assistant 
with UMCOR’s Global Health program, 
participating in the voluntary day of service was 
something she’d long wanted to do. “I jumped 
at the opportunity because, you know, when 
you help someone else, it’s like your living is 
not in vain,” she said. “And it’s what God would 
have us do!”

In all, a combined total of 53 staff and 
directors participated in the day of service, 
including GBGM General Secretary Thomas 
Kemper, board president Bishop Hope Ward, 
of North Carolina, and her husband, Michael, 
and UMCOR board president Wisconsin Annual 
Conference Bishop Hee-Soo Jung.

Once they reached either Long Island or New 

Jersey, they again split into two groups in order 
to maximize their time at different sites. New 
York Annual Conference Bishop Martin McLee 
greeted the Global Ministries directors and staff 
at St. Mark’s UMC in Rockville Centre—one 
of fi ve conference relief centers. After a brief 
orientation, the team left to work on storm-
damaged homes in Oceanside and Freeport.

One of those homes belongs to Paula, a 
septuagenarian Holocaust survivor. Back in 
October, when she had learned that Superstorm 
Sandy was on its way, she hunkered down in the 

den of her modest home.
“I have a tree in the back that was planted 

when my last son was born, and everyone 
told me to sleep in the den in case it fell on the 
house,” she said.

So she settled into the den—formerly a 
garage a half-dozen steps below the level of the 
kitchen—and put on the TV. Suddenly, she 
said, “I looked to my right, and there was water 
coming in through the fi replace!” It rose several 
inches in the den, ruined the carpet, and put the 

UMCOR Gives NY $3 Million Sandy Grant

Continued on page 15

On April 12, UMCOR directors approved $3 
million grants to both the New York and Greater 
New Jersey conferences, to be delivered in six-
month installments. The Peninsula-Delaware 
Conference received $500,000 for its Sandy recovery 
work. Another $500,000 has been earmarked for 
the Methodist Church of Cuba, which is preparing 
its grant proposal.

In addition, UMCOR allotted $825,759 to New 
Jersey and $42,000 to Peninsula-Delaware for 
repairs to church property damage from Sandy. 
Those grants represent 10 percent of the funds 
raised for Sandy relief.

New York’s project goal for the new grant 
is to help about 500 families, with “a specifi c 
target” of 175 households. Five recovery sites—in 

Massapequa, Freeport and Rockville Centre on 
Long Island, on Staten Island and in Brooklyn—
already have been established. The conference also 
wants to set up a site in Connecticut, where more 
than 13,000 homes were damaged in Fairfi eld, New 
Haven, Middlesex and New London counties.

The conference will use the grant to support its 
disaster recovery ministries and staff as it provides 
case management; restores, repairs and rebuilds 
homes with the help of volunteers-in-mission 
and offers ongoing spiritual care to persons in 
the affected areas. Part of the grant will be used to 
hire a coordinator of disaster recovery ministries 
(CDRM) for a 3-year period. The deadline to apply 
is May 17; the full job description can be found at: 
http://www.nyac.com/classifi eds/detail/195.
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Many young adults have joined in 
the recovery work needed following 
Hurricane Sandy in places like 
Massapequa, N.Y. Details on how 
to volunteer can be found at: 
http://nyac.com/pages/detail/1786. 

8 Ways to Connect Young Adults to the Church
During the coming summer, young adults 

in your church, as well as their friends, may 
have time—and skills—to share. Create 
opportunities for young adults to engage with 
the church and community. It can be easy and 
benefi t them as well as those they serve.

Young adults, whether in high school, 
college or beginning their own entrepreneurial 
ventures, need to develop a work portfolio. 
Many yearn for opportunities to affi rm their 
skills and talents and allow them to be used. 
Many also have a strong desire to serve—to 
make a positive difference. You can provide 
these young people with a valuable work 
experience while letting them contribute to the 
church and the community. 

Before you start … Make sure 
someone can provide coaching and whatever 
supervision is necessary. After you or other 
church members have expressed your needs 
and the desired outcomes, step back and let the 
young people perform. As much as possible, 
avoid assigning tasks that require ongoing 
supervision. If you micromanage, you will take 
ownership of the project away from the young 
people, and they may abandon the effort. Let 
them know that as many aspects of the project 
as possible are theirs.

1. Revamp the welcome packet: 
Your church might have a welcome packet 
and brochures. However, if the materials are 
outdated or you have no packet, this is the 
perfect project for a young person who is 
building a graphic-design portfolio. Invite him 
or her to transform the existing resources into 
something new, with a cohesive and appealing 
look and brand. Visitors will respond more 
favorably to your information. The young 
person will be able to add the project to his or 
her portfolio, maybe also sharing your church’s 
name and brand with their network.

2. Sermon series marketing 
packs: If you do sermon series throughout 
the year, ask young people interested in 
marketing and design to develop a marketing 
plan and promotional materials. Let them help 
you come up with the names of series and then 
develop themes and design posters, publicity 
materials and social media campaign options 
to promote the church and the sermon series. 
They will build great relationships with church 
leaders and take pride in their contributions. 

3. Get-it-done summer: Many 
young people are familiar with short-term 
missions. Why not develop a to-do list of 

local mission projects? Start with members 
of the congregation, and then extend into the 
community with online submission forms. 
Invite retirees in the congregation to mentor the 
young people.

4. Local midday missions: Almost 
every community has mission agencies that 
can use help during the week. Contact your 
conference Volunteers in Mission coordinator 
to fi nd out about good service opportunities. 
Another great resource is VolunteerMatch, 
an organization that connects good people 
to great local causes. Ask staff members of soup 
kitchens, homeless shelters and at-risk youth 
centers about their needs. Young adults will 
enrich their lives as they work with friends and 
help their community. Keep a list of places for 
youth and young adults to volunteer. Let them 
contact the ministry. 

5. Story archive project: If you 
have some budding historians, sociologists or 
journalists, ask them to build a story archive 
for the church. All churches, no matter the age 
or size, have a history, and the people of the 
church have stories to tell. The young people 
might compile a history of the church and 
produce a book. Another option is collecting a 
series of audio and video interviews with church 
members. They can tell stories of the church, 
of the people of the church and of their own 
spiritual life. When members are gone, you 
will have a library full of interviews, providing 

memorable connections. More modern 
telling of these stories could be captured in 
infographics about the church or a person—or 
use them to accompany the audio or video 
interviews. Use a site like Piktochart to begin. 

6. Young people’s studies and 
small groups: While college students 
are home for the summer, encourage one or 
two of them to start a small-group study for 
their peers. Support them by providing the 
books and space, picking up a coffee tab and 
giving contact information for leaders. Charge 
these young organizers with leading others 
in studying the Bible, discussing a book or 
developing an accountability group. The results 
may surprise you. This can blossom into a 
seasonal ministry that bears real and visible 
fruit of keeping young adults connected to the 
church as they search spiritually. Not sure what 
resources to offer? Check out EcuFilm’s small-
group multimedia studies for youth. “Lord, Save 
Us from Your Followers” and “When Christians 
Get It Wrong” are sure to get them talking about 
their faith.

7. House worship band: Summer is 
a perfect time to try some new ideas in worship. 
Gather a few of your young musicians, give 
them space to practice as a band and ask them 
to lead Sunday worship during the summer. 
Most congregations will OK changes in worship 
when they know they are for a specifi c period. 
For the young people, the time can be life 
changing and open them to new callings.

8. Artists in residence: Commission a 
visual artist (painter, sculptor or photographer) 
to create a gallery of works to display in the 
church. Commit some money to this project. 
The results will be a fresh, new look in those 
areas of the church that people frequent. It 
will also give new glimpses into your church 
and community. When the gallery opens, the 
church can host a party. For more ideas about 
incorporating art in church, read “Art needs the 
church: How to create artisan communities, at 
this shortened link: http://bit.ly/16agn1T.

It takes little investment of money or time to 
reconnect with the young people of the church 
during the summer months. They have time, 
needs and a passion to help those who are 
willing to invest in them. Young people have 
many gifts and talents to offer the church. We 
just need to invite and encourage them.

Be a place that gives permission to God’s 
young people.
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Rev. Dr. Richard E. Smeltzer 
The Reverend Dr. Richard E. Smeltzer, 

died April 28, in Hampstead, Md., at age 86. 
Smeltzer’s ministry career spanned more than 
50 years in the United Methodist Church.

A native of Sharon, Penn., Smeltzer served 
with the Army Air Corps from 1944–1946 
and then attended Harvard College where he 
graduated with honors in 1949.

He earned a graduate degree in theology 
at Trinity College in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 
1950, and that same year married Dolores Vice. 
The couple then moved to New York, where 
he received a master’s of divinity degree from 
Union Theological Seminary in 1952.

After seminary, he was ordained an elder 
and became a full member of the New York 
East Conference with appointments following 
at Litchfi eld-Bantam and Hamden Plains 
in Connecticut, and Seacliff, Baldwin, and 
Hicksville in New York. He also served as 
superintendent of the Connecticut Central 
District from 1975 to 1981, was a reserve 
delegate to the Northeast Jurisdictional 
conferences in 1976 and 1992, and chaired 
the Conference Board of Evangelism and the 
Commission on Higher Education.

During his years in ministry, Smeltzer also 
maintained an active career teaching Methodist 
history, polity and doctrine at Yale Divinity 
School, Union Theological Seminary, New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary, and New 
York Theological Seminary. He retired both 
from the ministry and from teaching in 2004. 
Smeltzer was predeceased by his wife in 1995, 
and following his retirement, moved from Long 
Island to Maryland to be nearer his family.

Smeltzer is survived by daughters: Debra 
(John) Seegers of Richmond, Va.; Janet (Bruce) 
Scott of Peoria, Ariz.; Kathleen (Tom) Wilhelm 
of Parkton, Md.; and Carolyn (Harry) Slatch 
of Wilton, N.Y.; and sons: Jeffrey Smeltzer of 
West Haven, Conn.; and Gerald Smeltzer of 
Hampstead, Md.; and grandchildren: Sarah 
Wooten; Zachary, Taylor, Ryan, and Molly 
Wilhelm; and Simon, Daniel, Jillian and James 
Slatch. 

A service of death and resurrection was 
held May 3 at the Hicksville UMC, Hicksville, 
N.Y., with Rev. Timothy Riss, Rev. Dennis 
Winkleblack, and Rev. Adrienne Brewington 
offi ciating. The committal service followed at 
Long Island National Cemetery, Farmingdale, 
N.Y.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to: 
Carolyn Slatch, 91 Fieldstone Drive, Wilton, NY 
12831. Memorial donations may be made to the 

New York Annual Conference, 20 Soundview 
Ave., White Plains, NY 10606. 

Sara Jo Greever Bardsley 
Sara Jo Greever Bardsley, wife of 

Reverend Dr. John W. Bardsley, died April 28 in 
Fall Branch, Tenn., at age 83.

As soon as she was able, young Sara 
Jo walked alone to the Main Street United 
Methodist Church in her hometown of Tazewell, 
Va. She went on to graduate from Tennessee 
Wesleyan College, and Emory and Henry 
College, and then did graduate work at the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Prior 
to her marriage, she was director of Christian 
Education at the First UMC in Martinsville, Va., 
and the Magnolia Avenue UMC in Knoxville, 
Tenn.

Bardsley worked alongside her husband as 
he served churches in Grace UMC in St. Albans, 
Queens; Huntington, N.Y., and Smithtown, 
N.Y. She was a member of the Women’s Society 
of Christian Service, a church school teacher, 
leader in children’s worship, writer of children’s 
sermons, lay speaker, and volunteered as a lay 
hospital chaplain.

Bardsley was stricken with Parkinson’s 
disease when she was just 26 years old, married 
only two years. It has been said that she raised 
her two children “from bed to couch.”

She was a founder and one of the fi rst 
patients at the Smithtown (N.Y.) Parkinson 
Therapy Center, which is housed in the 
Smithtown UMC. She was named the center’s 
Humanitarian of the Year. In dealing with her 
illness, Bardsley relied on the words from a 
favorite scripture in Philippians: “I can do all 
things through Christ who gives me strength.”

Bardsley was honored a number of times 
for her work with children and those having a 
handicapping condition. Tennessee Wesleyan 
presented her with the Neal Ensminger 
Distinguished Alumnus Award; Emory and 
Henry gave her the William and Martha 
DeFriece Humanitarian Award. Temple Beth 
Sholom in Smithtown named her a woman of 
valor and held a special Sabbath service in her 
honor.

Other accomplishments and recognition 
included:
 Contributing articles to several magazines 

and journals, and penning her own 
autobiography, A Song in My Heart. 

 Artist Roy Cerank dedicated a stained glass 
children’s window to her at the Smithtown 
UMC. 

 First person with a handicapping condition 

to be named to the Suffolk County (N.Y.) 
Board of Health.

 Speaking at a morning worship session at 
the New York Annual Conference. She was 
in such pain that, had it not been taped, 
she would not have seen the enthusiastic 
response to her message. The witness she 
gave that day was used at church meetings 
across the nation. 
In addition to her husband of 60 years, 

Bardsley is survived by daughter, Donna 
Bardsley of Kingsport, Tenn.; son, John (Gina) 
Bardsley of Anchorage, Alaska; one grandson, 
Alexander Bardsley of Anchorage; and a niece, 
Debbie Bates of Wise, Va.

A memorial service was held at First Broad 
Street UMC on May 4, with Dr. Mahan Archer 
and Rev. Mickey Rainwater offi ciating. 

In lieu of fl owers, memorial contributions 
may be sent to the Sara Jo and John Bardsley 
Scholarship Fund, Tennessee Wesleyan College, 
204 East College Street, Athens, TN 37303; the 
Endowment Fund of First Broad Street UMC, 
100 East Church Circle, Kingsport, TN 37660; 
or Main Street UMC, 315 East Main Street, 
Tazewell, VA, 24651-2819.

Marian Linn Wright 
Marian Linn Wright, 93, widow of the 

Reverend Robert Roy Wright, died on February 
13, at Asbury Towers Retirement Community 
in Greencastle, Ind., where she had lived for the 
last fi ve years.

Wright graduated from Barnard College 
in 1941, and then earned a master’s degree in 
education from Teachers College at Columbia 
University in 1942. She taught high school 
history in Northport, N.Y., where she met and 
married Rev. Wright, who was the pastor of 
the East Northport UMC, in 1944. She taught 
Sunday school, led Bible studies, and held a 
variety of positions in the Woman’s Society of 
Christian Service.

The Wrights lived in Port Washington for 
more than 40 years where they were active 
members of the United Methodist Church, and 
enjoyed the Port Washington Library, Galloway 
Beach and life on Reid Avenue. Wright was part 
of the “Reid Avenue Ladies,” who held weekly 
tea parties, and celebrated birthdays together.

In addition to her husband who died in 
2002, son Robert also preceded her in death in 
1990. Survivors include a son, David (Nancy 
Lewandowski) Wright of St. Louis, a daughter, 
Meryl (Alec) Weight of Park City, Utah; fi ve 
grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.

OBITUARIES
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OBITUARIES
Donations in Wright’s memory may be sent 

to the Port Washington UMC, 35 Middle Neck 
Rd, Port Washington, N.Y. 11050, or to the 
charity of one’s choice.

Rev. Dr. Poong Ro Cha 
The Reverend Dr. Poong Ro Cha, 82, of 

Morristown, N.J., who served as an ordained 
minister for 57 years, died on March 27.

A native of Shin-Chang, Korea, Rev. Cha 
was ordained an elder in the Korean Methodist 
Church in 1956. His ministry in Korea included 
service as an army chaplain, director of the 
Wonju Christian Center, and professor of 
Christian education and human relationships at 
the Methodist Theological Seminary in Seoul.

After his arrival in the United States, Cha 
earned a master’s of religious education degree 
from Garrett Theological Seminary, and a 
doctor’s of ministry degree from Claremont 
Theological Seminary in California.

In 1981, Cha became a full member of the 
New York Conference and pastor of the Mid-
Hudson Korean UMC in Poughkeepsie. He then 
served as the mission superintendent of the 
Eastern Seaboard Korean Provisional Mission 
of the Northeastern Jurisdiction. He retired in 
2000, but had most recently served as a retired 
pastor on the staff of Bethany Church (United 
Methodist) in Wayne, N.J.

Poong Ro Cha is survived by his wife of 
58 years, Soonae Cha; four children, Bruce, 
of Cheshire, Conn.; Yong Kwon of Seoul; 
Dennis of Naperville, Ill., and Helen Cha-Pyo 
of Morristown, N.J.; and seven grandchildren: 
Christine, David, Stephen, Ashley, Jennifer, 
Christopher, and Michael.

Funeral services were held April 2 at the 
Bethany Church in Wayne, N.J. Memorial gifts 
may be sent to the Bethany Church Mission 
Fund, in care of Helen Cha-Pyo, at 35 Laura 
Lane, Morristown, N.J. 07960.

Continued from page 14

Ralph Darmstadt, Gerald Norris, and Karen 
Ogborn. 

The pastors spoke fondly of their 
experiences in the Andes church. Letters were 
also read from other former pastors who were 
unable to attend.

“God is up to something!” Bishop McLee 
told the gathering repeatedly during his 
sermon. Not only did he offer encouragement 
to the church, but also he did it in a very vibrant 
way—including a “rap” session and an “I say, 
you say,” conversation with the congregation.

A choir comprised of members from four of 
the churches offered two songs with assistance 
from Revs. Moore and Riss. Kent Brown, music 
director at Margaretville UMC, led the choir, 
and also performed an organ-piano duet with 
Patricia Brannen, the Andes music director.

The celebration drew to a close with a meal 
following the service.

Andes Celebrates 
200 Years
Continued from page 3

room at risk of mold.
Paula’s son had helped her rip out her soggy 

carpet, so that only the skeleton of a fl oor was 
left. The Global Ministries staff and directors 
sprayed the entire area with a bleach solution, 
which would impede the growth of mold. Yeabu 
Kamara stayed a while after the spraying was 
done and listened to Paula talk.

“She was happy just because we were there 
and we were listening to her,” Kamara said. “I 
think it is something—just talking to somebody 

is something. We thought we did not do much, 
but we did so much for that lady because she 
was able to talk to us, to express herself.”

Yvonne, a retired school superintendent, 
lives at the end of a canal in Freeport with her 
21-year-old son, who is wheelchair-bound. She 
had been preparing for years for her retirement, 
only to have Superstorm Sandy come rushing 
up through the Jones Beach Inlet and push canal 
water throughout her house.

She had been told to evacuate the day before 
the storm, so she had bundled up her son, 
and the two of them went to Queens to ride 
out the hurricane. A month would pass before 
they could even get back to see their home; six 
months after Sandy, they are still living in a 
hotel.

The fi rst thing Yvonne noticed when she 
returned to see the damage was the stench of 
dead fi sh. “And there was oil everywhere,” 
she said. “People had boats, and the boats had 
fl ipped over, spilling their oil. There was a green 
layer of it, and mildew, on everything—the 
grass, streets, sidewalks.”

The Global Ministries staff and directors 
helped Yvonne put some of her belongings into 
some semblance of order. Bishop Jung said, “I 
collected some of her things and put them into 
a bag. I know some of these things are treasures 
for the family, and I blessed them.”

For Jung, the Global Ministries presence 
in this day of service with Superstorm Sandy 

Continued from page 12

GBGM Day of Service: Helping in Sandy Recovery

Conference worship team co-
leaders: Rev. Jessica Anschutz 
of Central Valley UMC and 
Charles Ryu of St. Paul’s UMC 
in Middletown, NY

Conference music team 
leader: Raymond Trapp from 
Vandeveer Park UMC

Bible study: Rev. Simeon 
Law will focus on the theme of 
“Dismantling Walls” using Acts 
11:1–18 on Thursday and Acts 
15:1–20 on Friday.

CBCS lunch: Rev. Dr. James A. 
Forbes will speak on June 6.

MFSA dinner: Rev. Dr. Traci 
West will be honored on June 6.

MIND lunch: Retired Bishop 
Melvin G. Talbert will be the 
guest speaker on June 7.

survivors was one of solidarity.
“I think we shared the pain in doing this 

work with them,” he said. “That’s the main 
thing. I don’t know how helpful we were, but we 
shared solidarity with them and helped out. I 
think that’s the journey.”
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GBGM General Secretary Thomas 
Kemper sprays a bleach solution on 
fl oor joists.

Continued from page 4

Getting Ready


