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Bishop Checks on Sandy Progress
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor, The Vision

An early April visit to three storm-damaged 
homes on Long Island afforded Bishop Martin 
D. McLee a progress report on the Hurricane 
Sandy relief in one of the hardest-hit areas of 
the New York Annual Conference.

Some of the more than 320 volunteers 
deployed from the disaster relief center at 
Freeport UMC, Freeport, N.Y., had worked on 
each of the homes, and each showed varying 
stages of recovery. A drive through the southern 
section of the village reveals that the streets are 
still dotted with dumpsters, portable storage 
pods, and the trucks of construction crews. 

A series of canals penetrate the southern 
part of Freeport allowing easy boat access to 
the Atlantic Ocean. But those same canals also 
served as conduits as the fl oodwaters raged 
in. Along the oldest canal, Woodcleft, is the 

Church Vitality:
Learning From
The Spirit-Led
BY REV. SIMEON LAW
Bayport UMC

From February 21–22 I had the privilege 
to be a part of “Team Vital” and attended a 
denominational Vital Congregations conference 
as a representative of the New York Annual 
Conference. The conference gathered groups of 
clergy and laity from across the connection to 
share how their respective annual conferences 
were responding to the Call to Action.

For the uninitiated, the Call to Action report 
released several years ago reported on highly 
vital churches in varied contexts across the 
United Methodist Church and identifi ed several 
traits of vitality that they shared. This report 
reinforced the importance of small groups, 
strong lay and clergy leadership, participation 
in mission, and welcoming worship, among 
other things. While some, myself included, 
bemoaned the report’s fi ndings as common 
knowledge and asked whether their defi nition 
of vitality was too narrow, such criticisms 
missed the report’s intentions and purposes. 
Though the report focused on “vital 
congregations,” it did not defi ne a rubric by 
which congregations could be split into vital 
and non-vital churches. The markers of vitality 
are a way of pointing towards our telos, our 
common end, and not meant to be an end in 
themselves. This is clear when we refl ect upon 
how the report’s fi ndings were produced.

The Call to Action report sought out 
“highly” vital churches, churches that excelled 
in every area of their ministry. These were 
churches that ranked, across the denomina-
tion, in the top 20 percent in multiple areas of 
ministry. This was done not as a means of say-
ing who was in and who was out, the precursor 
to some nefarious plot by which non-vital 
churches could be closed, assets seized and 
their laity and appointed clergy hung out to dry. 

Eileen MacCormack, left, thanks Bishop Martin McLee, right, for the 
volunteers that have been deployed from Freeport UMC to work in her 
home.

Bishop Martin McLee, left, and 
Pastor Bob Grimm, right, pray in the 
entrance of Elena Yanes home.Continued on page 6 Continued on page 3
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The News of the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church

4/20 “Achieving Your Missional Church”
This daylong training with Joy Skjegstad will help churches move 

from a vision of being missional into the reality of truly connecting with 
the community. Topics will include mobilizing volunteers, developing 
partnerships, and starting a nonprofi t at your church, including steps to 
implementation and case studies from real congregations. 9:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m., at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, 270 South Broadway, Hicksville, 
N.Y. Register by April 6 at an individual cost of $65; groups from the 
same church will pay $55 or $45 per person. The NYAC is offering $30 per 
person scholarships off the subscriber rate for this event. To register for 
the webinars or workshop, to go http://www.prcli.org/, and click on the 
“Workshops and Webinars” tab.

4/27 Course on Methodist Heritage
Come learn about American Methodism’s big message, big story, 

and big struggles with Jerry M. Eyster, a certifi ed UMC lay servant. The 
program, sponsored by NY/CT District Lay Servant Ministries, is open 
for all United Methodists, and qualifi es for advanced course credit for 
lay servants. Doors open at 8:30 a.m.; program runs from 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at Jesse Lee Memorial UMC, 207 Main St., Ridgefi eld, Conn. $15 
registration fee; $5 for lunch or bring your own. For details, contact Elaine 
Winward at ewinward@optonline.net.

4/27 UMM Luncheon With Bishop
Join men from around the conference and bring your pastor as the 

United Methodist Men honor Bishop Martin D. McLee at their 14th annual 
Bishop’s Luncheon from 12–3:30 p.m. at the New Rochelle UMC, 1200 
North Ave., New Rochelle, NY. Register at http://www.nyac.com/events/
detail/4382. Luncheon donation is $30.

4/27 Haiti Children Bene� t Concert 
The Black Clergy Caucus of the United Methodist Church will present 

a 5:30 p.m. variety concert to benefi t its ministries and Haitian children’s 
education. Featuring Bishop Martin McLee, Bobby Soverall, Trans Jazz, Nat 
Dixon, Cassey Tuitt on steel pan and others at First UMC, 227 E. Lincoln 
Ave., Mt. Vernon, N.Y. Donation: adults, $25; children age 12 and under, 
$10. Fifty percent of the proceeds will go towards children’s education in 
Haiti. For tickets contact: Rev. Janet Hodge at 718-583-8700, Rev. Gertude 
Nation at 631-261-1303, or Rev. Harold Andrews at 718-465-5621.

5/1 Shirley Parris Award Deadline 
Nominees may be either lay or clergy persons who have demonstrated a 

consistent pattern of faithful, uncompensated service and tireless devotion 
to Jesus Christ and the United Methodist connection. Information can be 
found at: http://nyac.com/pages/detail/1897#parris.

5/1 & 6/1 Scholarship Deadlines
Scholarships and grants are available for United Methodist 
college students from the New York Education Society Fellowship 
Program (May 1), and the General Board of Discipleship, Young People’s 
Ministries (June 1). For additional details and applications, go to: 
http://nyac.com/pages/detail/1725.

5/4 Sandy Bene� t Concert
Gospel music concert featuring the Glorifi cation Singers, 7 p.m., at 

Simpson UMC, 30 Locust Ave., Amityville, NY. A freewill offering will be 
received to benefi t local Hurricane Sandy relief. Call 631-789-2569 for info.

5/4 & 11 VBS Preview Workshops
Come and see what fun, crafts, games, and music are in store for VBS 

this summer. Share ideas with other churches.  Discuss forming VBS 
clusters to share resources, too. Two dates and locations are available:

� Saturday, May 4, 10 a.m.–noon, Vail’s Gate UMC, 
New Windsor, NY. RSVP to Cassandra Negri via email at 
childrensministry@nyac-umc.com by April 28.

� Saturday, May 11, 10 a.m.–noon, Woodbury UMC, 
Woodbury, NY. RSVP to Elizabeth Christie via email at 
elizabeth.d.christie@gmail.com by May 5.

 
5/7–11 Parish Nurse Training

Parish Nurse / Faith Community Nursing Practice course offers 
experienced registered nurses and health advocates (clergy or laity) an 
educational program providing a holistic blend of nursing expertise 
and spiritual care that can be employed as part of a congregational 
ministry team. This educational program is organized to assist all faith 
communities to grow toward holistic health from a global perspective. The 
course will be held at the Edith Macy Conference Center, 550 Chappaqua 
Road, Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. For more information, contact Claris Skerritt 
at 718-324-8386 or can6@aol.com; and Sonia Jermin at 718-239-2565 or 
bronxjermin@verizon.net.

Continued on page 12
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Latest Appointments
Kim Bosley to Danbury UMC; Bosley currently serves at 

the Monroe (NY) UMC.
John Thomason to Woodbury (CT) UMC; Thomason 

currently serves at the UMCs of Monticello and Liberty.
Seungho Shin to First UMC of Stamford as associate; 

he currently serves as associate pastor at the Mid-Hudson 
Korean UMC in Poughkeepsie.

St. Clair Samuel to New Rochelle UMC; he is currently 
the superintendent of the Metropolitan District.

Erik Rasmussen to Woodbury (NY) UMC, he currently 
serves at the Hauppauge UMC and the First UMC, Central 
Islip.

Roger Jackson to the St. James UMC in Lynbrook; he 
currently serves at the First UMC of Hollis.

Dale Ashby, currently appointed to the Southern 
Delaware Charge (East Branch/Harvard UMC and 
Colchester Community Church, Downsville, NY), will be 
appointed as the lead pastor for the newly forming Western 
Catskills Parish. The parish will bring together four churches: 
First UMC, Walton; United Church of Roscoe; East Branch/
Harvard UMC, and Colchester Community. He will continue 
to reside in Downsville, and be the primary leader for that 
congregation and the Walton church.

Joanne Utley will also be appointed to the Western 
Catskills Parish (half time), with primary pastoral 
responsibility for the East Branch/Harvard and Roscoe 
churches. In addition, Utley will be appointed to the NYAC 
as half-time communications coordinator.

Lori Hartman to First UMC of Hollis. Hartman currently 
serves as the associate at Vanderveer Park UMC as a 
district hire.

William Smartt to Trinity UMC in Richmond Hill. Smartt 
currently serves at the First UMC, Newburgh.

George Mangan to the Center Moriches UMC (LFT). 
Mangan currently serves the Hampton Bays and East 
Quogue churches; he will continue to serve at East Quogue 
(LFT) along with his appointment to Center Moriches.

Robert Thompson-Gee to the Westhampton UMC. 
Thompson-Gee currently serves the Poughkeepsie UMC.

Kwang-il Kim to Goshen UMC. Kim currently serves 
Lakeville UMC and Sharon UMC.

Hector Rivera to First UMC of Central Islip and 
Hauppauge UMC. Rivera currently serves at Broadway 
Temple UMC.

Heather Sinclair to First UMC of Greenwich. Sinclair 
currently serves at the First UMC of Shelton.

Rafael Garcia to the UMC of Hempstead. Garcia 
currently serves at Wesley UMC of Franklin Square.

Won Tack Lee to Dix Hills UMC. Lee is currently 
unappointed.

Dorothy Caldwell to Cornwall UMC. Caldwell currently 
serves at the Reservoir UMC and Phoenicia UMC.

Margaret Laemmel to the Lakeville and Sharon UMCs. 
Laemmel currently serves Cold Spring and South Highland.

Robert Kersten to UMC of Monticello and UMC 
of Liberty. Kersten currently serves Grahamsville and 
Sundown.

Rather, the reports aimed to identify “highly” vital churches so that as a 
denomination we could turn to them for leadership by their example. Is 
it so farfetched that our denomination should be led by the example of 
such highly vital churches in which the Spirit is so clearly at work?

To be clear, such leadership is truly critical at this point in the 
church’s life.  We in the West now live in a world in which the church’s 
voice no longer carries the cultural power and authority of yore. This 
is our lived reality in a post-modern, post-Christian world. The church 
is no longer established. Granted, we are long past the time when the 
church was politically established—legally and fi nancially supported 
by the state (though opponents of religious 501c(3)’s would disagree). 
Nonetheless, many of those in the church today were nurtured in a 
time when the church was culturally established with its position, 
voice and authority in private and communal life unquestioned. This 
cultural prominence is now long gone. Yet the reality is that so much 
of our beloved church—the way we think and conduct our shared 
lives—is a deadly anachronism that has left us unable to be relevant in 
this brave new world.

As a young adult, I see this in the constant lamentation over how 
things used to be: how Sundays were sacrosanct, unmarred by orga-
nized sports, or how families used to eat and pray together. Lamenting 
such cultural shifts will not bring about change.

The real danger lies not in retrospective sentimentality but rather 
in the lingering belief from which it springs forth: that the church is 
still culturally established. The danger lies in a church that is more 
comfortable lambasting people with what they ought to do, all the 
while forgetting how to woo and convince. The danger lies in the “let 
them come to us” attitude that consciously or subconsciously per-
vades the church. People no longer attend services out of an innate 
knowledge that they should attend or, like leatherback sea turtles, re-
turn to their spiritual homes after years of absence out of some primal 
instinct. The time has come for us to earn our keep and the right to be 
in people’s lives.

In his book Back from the Dead: The Book of Congregational 
Growth, Gerald Keucher argues that the church must adopt a new pos-
ture and outlook in modern society.

“In years past seminarians of mainline churches were trained to be 

Church Vitality: Learning 
From The Spirit-Led

The NYAC’s participants in Team Vital: Ximena Diaz 
Varas, Rev. Bette Johnson Sohm, Bishop Martin 
McLee, Rev. Simeon Law, and Lynda Gomi.

Continued on page 4

Continued from page 1



April 19, 20134 NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

Churches May Learn Vitality from Example

Newtown Clergy 
Honored

PHOTO BY XIMENA DIAZ VARAS

Rev. Simeon Law, center, participates in a breakout 
group discussion. 

pastors; they were not trained to 
be missionaries or redevelopers. 
The assumption apparently was 
that the people would be there; 
clergy just needed to know how to 
take care of them. Pastoral care, 
of course, is still of the essence; 
it’s just that there are now other 
things to do that perhaps did not 
need to be done before, or did not 
demand as much time and energy 
as before.”

This is where the Call to Action 
comes in. The Call to Action report 
and the continuing work of the 
Vital Congregations initiative is to 
guide our church towards re-vital-
ization as we relearn forgotten or 
dormant gifts critical to our work 
in the world. At its heart, the Call to 
Action and Vital Congregations is a 
genuine attempt for the denomina-
tion as a whole to seek vitality and 
authenticity in its ministries.

During the February Team Vital 
conference, the gathered annual 
conferences were able to share 
stories on their responses to the 
Call to Action, including successes, 
failures and challenges. In our 
own conference, the “incubator” 
training was developed and 
implemented to familiarize clergy 
and laity with the Call to Action’s 
fi ndings and provide a guiding 
process to implement changes in 
the local congregation.

Each of the gathered annual 
conferences had homegrown 
approaches. The New York 
Annual Conference is unique 

in its development of a 
standardized curriculum as well 
as the scale of its deployment.  
Of the stories shared by other 
annual conferences, those of 
congregational renewal were most 
exciting. We heard about how 
congregations refl ecting upon 
the Call to Action fi ndings were 
able to rediscover their direction 
and approached ministry in 
their communities with renewed 
passion and fruit-bearing results.

At the denominational level, 
the Vital Congregations initiative 
seems intent on allowing annual 
conferences and local churches 
to formulate their own specifi c 
contextualized responses to the 
Call to Action report. While the 
denomination has placed Vital 
Congregations in the forefront 
of its agenda, there will not be a 
heavy-handed, top-down initiative 
that aims to mass produce 
cookie-cutter vital churches. This 
approach is reassuring. For those 
who seek a structure, the resources 
and support are available.

At the annual conference level 
we have the incubator program 
while at the denominational 
level the Team Vital program 
promises to be a clearinghouse for 
innovative and effective responses 
to the Call to Action.  Meanwhile, 
for those of us who are suspicious 
of or do not otherwise thrive in 
structure, the Vital Congregations 
initiative fosters creativity and 
innovation by setting fruitfulness 
as its goal without prescribing 

a specifi c process. There is no 
road map or prescribed regime to 
produce vital communities. And 
this is comforting. It suggests that 
the denomination is committed 

to seeking resurrection living and 
not any one process or particular 
embodiment of Christian 
community. It suggests that we are 
seeking vitality and not Vitality™.

Team Vital, the newest phase of the Vital Congregations 
Initiative, launched a two-year journey at First UMC in 
Fort Worth, Texas, on February 21 and 22. Attendees from 
11 conferences included eight bishops, 75 clergy and lay 
leaders, and representatives from � ve United Methodist 
general agencies. The NYAC was represented by Bishop 
Martin McLee, Rev. Simeon Law, Rev. Bette Johnson 
Sohm, Lynda Gomi, and Ximena Diaz Varas. Team Vital 
is working collaboratively with the Council of Bishops to 
double the number of highly vital congregations over the 
next quadrennium. The Council of Bishops has committed to 
leading the church to grow more vital congregations for the 
next 10 years. Dr. Lawrence Peers, a senior consultant at 
the Alban Institute who specializes in planning and visioning, 
facilitated the meeting. For more information, visit the Vital 
Congregations website: www.umvitalcongregations.org.

Continued from page 3

Church Women United in Newtown/
Greater Danbury honored the 
members of the Newtown Clergy 
Association at their human rights 
celebration at the Newtown 
Congregational Church in Connecticut 
on March 3. Among those cited 
for their service to the community 
after the shootings at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School were Rev. Mel 
Kawakami, second from right, and 
Rev. Jane Sibley, � fth from right.
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Camp Quinipet / March 15–17

Some 250 youth 
and adults came 
to Shelter Island 
for the fi rst time 
for this annual
gathering.

Dancing in the aisles, left, as HYPE band offers plenty of praise.

PHOTOS BY 
JOANNE S. 
UTLEY

Some 250 youth and adults took 
part in workshops like choir, at left, 
and liturgical dance, above.

Hannah Adair Bonner, left, invites the youth to get involved in the 
UMC’s Restoration Generation; chaperones, above, had times to 
talk to some of the youth leaders about programming ideas.
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Tour Affords View of Relief Progress

Margaret Lowe listens as son-in-law James Williams, far right, describes 
the work done in her home to Bishop Martin McLee and Rev. Dr. David 
Henry.

village’s “Nautical Mile,” a strip 
that draws locals and tourists to its 
many restaurants, fi shing boats and 
small-boat docking facilities. While 
some eateries have reopened, many 
are undergoing repairs or remain 
boarded up. 

McLee was guided on the tour 
by Freeport pastor, Rev. Dr. David 
Henry, and site coordinators Gus 
Segredo and Rev. Gia Hall. Also part 
of the entourage were Long Island 
East District Disaster Coordinator 
Warren Ferry, and Pastor Robert 
Grimm and Bobbie Ziolkowski from 
the Rockville Centre disaster site at 
St. Mark’s UMC.

The fi rst stop was the home of Margaret 
Lowe, a member of the Freeport UMC, and the 
fi rst house that teams worked on. Lowe and 
her son evacuated the house that sits along one 
of Freeport’s main north-south thoroughfares 
before Superstorm Sandy hit. On their return, 

Continued from page 1

water marks indicated more than four feet of 
water had washed in.

“I’ve never seen anything like it,” said Lowe, 
76, who is a lifelong Methodist and has lived in 
her home since 1982.

But now, fi ve months after the October 
29 storm, Lowe has a brand new dark wood 

kitchen, a new heating system and gas line. 
Her son-in-law, James Williams, works in the 
construction industry and teamed up with the 
UMC volunteers to get Lowe back into her home 
as soon as possible.

“We are just so grateful,” said Williams. 

Bishop McLee, above left, takes a photo of new � oor joists as boots line stairs to 
the second � oor where the Yanes’ family has been living.

Continued on page 13
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SANDY DISASTER RESPONSE / BROOKLYN: ST. MARK’S UMC

The staff, from left: Bruno Loraine, Gillian Prince, 
Pastor Andrea Smith, George Browne, and Rev. 
Wesley Daniel.

Bethany House provides two � oors 
of housing. 

PHOTOS BY ANITA WILLIAMS

A team from Asbury UMC in Forestville, Conn., took a break from hanging 
sheetrock for a photo in front of Bethany House. 

More than 100 volunteers have been deployed from the Brooklyn center at St. Mark’s UMC on 
Beverly Street. Rev. Wesley Daniel, pastor of Calvary UMC in the Bronx, has been directing the cen-
ter’s efforts, primarily focused in the southern part of the borough closest to Jamaica Bay. The work 
currently is mostly installing sheetrock, mudding, taping and painting.  

Three-quarters of the volunteers have stayed in the nearby Bethany Home, a Methodist-related 
facility that Daniel was able to procure for housing. The home, which is currently used as senior 
daycare center, had once housed unwed mothers and offered assisted living on two upper fl oors.

Daniel is seeking donations of a washer and dryer, six tables and 36 chairs, a sofa, pots and pans, 
TV, and toaster to outfi t the facility that can hold 44 people, sleeping two or three per room. There are 
four full bathrooms, a kitchen, pantry, lounge, meeting room, a yard, off-street parking and a rooftop 
deck off the second fl oor. To donate funds or items, please email the center at: cdacdrc@gmail.com.
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Preventing Scars 
of Emotional, 
Physical Abuse

The month of April was fi rst declared 
“Child Abuse Prevention Month” by 
presidential proclamation in 1983. 
Since then, April has been a time to 
acknowledge the importance of families and 
communities working together to prevent 
child abuse.

Child abuse is more than bruises and 
broken bones. While physical abuse might 
be the most visible and shocking due to 
the scars it leaves, emotional abuse and 
neglect also leave deep, lasting scars. 
Ignoring children’s needs, putting them 
in unsupervised, dangerous situations, or 
making a child feel worthless or stupid are 
also child abuse. Regardless of the type of 
child abuse, the result is serious emotional 
harm.

Some of these scars might be physical, 
but emotional scarring has long lasting 
effects throughout life, damaging a child’s 
sense of self, ability to have healthy 
relationships, and the ability to function at 
home, work or school.

The earlier abused children get help, 
the greater chance they have to heal and 
break the cycle—rather than perpetuate it. 
By learning some of the common warning 
signs of child abuse and neglect, you can 
catch the problem as early as possible and 
get both the child and the abuser the help 
that they need. Of course, just because you 
see a warning sign doesn’t automatically 
mean a child is being abused. It’s important 
to dig deeper, looking for a pattern of 
abusive behavior and warning signs, if you 
notice something off.

For a prevention resource guide 
and parenting tip sheets, visit 
www.childwelfare.gov. April, and every 
month, is a time to recognize that we each 
can play a part in promoting the social 
and emotional well-being of children and 
families in communities.

For more information on the Children’s 
Home, call 800-772-6904, ext. 131, or visit 
the web site at www.chowc.org. Please feel 
free to send donations directly, or use our 
New York Conference advance number, 60-
0588.

In May, Brooklynites may be able to help cure 
cancer fi rst hand; no medical degree required. 
New York Methodist Hospital is participating 
in the American Cancer Society’s Cancer 
Prevention Study-3 (CPS-3). The study offers an 
opportunity for local communities across the 
United States to actively take part in a historic, 
multi-year, coordinated research effort. New 
York Methodist is one of three Brooklyn sites 
and the only hospital in the borough selected 
to be a study participant. The ACS is seeking to 
enroll 300,000 Americans from various racial and 
ethnic backgrounds into CPS-3. Those wishing to 
participate must be between the ages of 30 and 65 
years and have no prior history of cancer.

The purpose of CPS-3 is to better understand 
the lifestyle, behavioral, environmental and 
genetic factors that cause or prevent cancer and 
ultimately to eliminate cancer as a major health 

problem in the United States. The study will be 
administered by the American Cancer Society’s 
Epidemiology Research Program, and involves an 
initial medical evaluation and responses to ques-
tions regarding family history of cancer, lifestyle 
and other behaviors. After that, participants will 
simply need to update their information by re-
sponding to surveys that they will receive in the 
mail every few years. Confi dentiality is of the ut-
most importance in CPS-3, so the American Can-
cer Society has multiple procedures in place to 
safeguard personal information that is collected.

Those who wish to enroll in CPS-3 should visit 
http://www.cps3brooklyn.org prior to mid-April, 
to schedule an appointment and complete a brief 
survey. There is no cost to participate. Enrollment 
at NYM will take place on Wednesday, May 8. 
More information about the study is available on 
the web site.

NYM Hospital Seeks
Cancer Study Participants

Ready for Sunshine! Camilla Cesa participated in the recent 
annual Spring Hat Parade at Bethel Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
in Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y. Cesa, along with other residents, donned 
hats they had decorated, and paraded throughout the building. Themes 
ranged from the New York Yankees to butter� ies and Easter baskets.



Learning How to 
Embrace Aging

Rev. Winson C. Josiah, a retired elder with 
the New York Annual Conference, shares his 
personal refl ections 
about life changes and 
relationships in his new 
book, Aging! Embrace It.

Josiah examines the 
need for building personal 
relationship with the 
creator, the family and 
all those around us from 
birth to death. Even 
though it is written from 
a Christian perspective, the book embraces all 
humanity with compassion and love.

The “how-to” applications help readers 
to make proper changes in his or her life by 
developing personal character. The book 
provides a forward movement giving hope and 
peace in the midst of ailments, discouragement, 
bereavement, old age, loneliness, and 
approaching death. It is about caring yourself as 
a human being, while you are alive!

As a clinical member of the American 
Association for Marriage and Family therapy, 
and a licensed marriage and family therapist, 
Josiah provides pre-marital and marital 
counseling, helping couples and families to enjoy 
the gift of life in relationships.

Paperback copies of the book are available 
through the author by calling, 212-737-3449.
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The United Methodist Church is partnering 
with Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) to offer 
training on how to care for children during 
times of disaster. The training in scheduled 
for May 3-4 at Friendship Baptist Church, 441 
Torrington Rd., Litchfi eld, CT 06759. CDS, a 
ministry of the Church of the Brethren, has been 
caring for children after disasters in shelters 
and assistance centers by providing volunteers 
specially trained and certifi ed to care for these 
children.  Using techniques that utilize toys that 
encourage expression, volunteers provide a calm, 
safe and reassuring presence in the midst of 
the chaos created by a disaster.  The workshop 
is open to anyone over the age of 18. Cost of 

the workshop including meals, materials and 
overnight is $45 or $55, depending on date of 
registration.

CDS is encouraging interested people in New 
England to sign up for this workshop. All CDS 
workshops (in Connecticut) after this will give 
Connecticut residents priority for registration, 
but for this one workshop the number of 
participants is unlimited.

Non-Connecticut residents may register at: 
http://www.brethren.org/cds/training/dates.
html. Connecticut residents, please contact 
Bruce Lockwood for registration information:
E-mail: lockwoodbruce@comcast.net; phone: 
860-883-4280.

NYM Celebrates 
New Sleep Center

New York Methodist Hospital opened a new 
Center for Sleep Disorders facility on April 3. The 
goal of the new facility is to “make an overnight 
stay in a cutting-edge laboratory . . . feel to the 
patient as much like a good night’s sleep at home 
as possible.” In its previous facility, NYM’s Center 
for Sleep Disorders had conducted more than 
1,200 sleep studies per year for the diagnosis 
and treatment of sleep problems. The new center 
is anticipated to accommodate up to 2,000 
studies annually. 

“Over 40 million Americans have a chronic 
sleep disorder, and each day, we hear more about 
the impact it has on both our personal health 
and our society in general,” said Mark J. Mundy, 
president and CEO of New York Methodist 
Hospital, at the ribbon-cutting ceremony. “With 
the help of NYM’s team of sleep experts, this 
marvelous facility will help us do our part to 
make a dent in those numbers, and help our 
patients live longer, happier lives.”

Greg Forrester, left, chats with Rev. 
Bill Shillady during a December 
visit to the United Methodist Center 
in Far Rockaway, Queens.

Gregory A. Forrester of the Upper New York 
Annual Conference has been hired to lead the 
church’s U.S. disaster response efforts through 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) beginning May 1. 

Noting Forrester’s experience as a Volunteer 
in Mission (VIM) jurisdictional coordinator, 
Thomas Kemper, chief executive of the United 
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries 
said, “I met Greg for the fi rst time some years 
ago in Haiti, where I was impressed by his 
energy and sensitivity in contributing to the 
response to the earthquake.” He continued, “I 
am excited for Greg to join Global Ministries 
in this leadership position at UMCOR. Greg’s 
relationship with annual conferences and his 
understanding of the church’s role in responding 
to disasters make him an ideal candidate.” 

As UMCOR’s assistant general secretary for 
disaster response in the United States, Central 
America, and the Caribbean, Forrester will work 
with United Methodist annual conferences, 
bishops, and disaster response coordinators. 
His leadership will provide program support, 
including guidance, training, and mentoring, to 
annual conferences, local churches, and UMCOR 
partners to prepare for and respond to disasters. 
The position is based in New York, N.Y. 

Since 1999, as the Northeast Jurisdiction’s 
coordinator for United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission, Forrester has implemented mission 
and outreach ministries in local, national, 
and international settings. He has engaged 
extensively in developing training materials for 
volunteers and early response teams. 

When Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm 

Forrester to Lead UM 
Disaster Response

Lee caused signifi cant damage in 2011 to 
communities in the Upper New York Conference, 
Forrester led the fi rst early response teams into 
the affected areas. Since then, he has served as 
the conference’s recovery director. 

He has been involved with UMCOR in the 
United States and internationally since 1995 and 
was part of a process to strengthen partnerships 
between VIM jurisdictional offi ces and the 
Global Ministries Mission Volunteers offi ce in 
coordination with UMCOR. These relationships, 
he said, “bore fruit in our responses to 9/11, 
Hurricane Katrina, the Haiti earthquake, 
Hurricane Irene, Tropical Storm Lee, and 
Superstorm Sandy.”

UMC Offers Children’s Disaster Training
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ECUADOR VIM / March 2013 / El Carmen 

Some 160 children 
played and learned 
about Jesus during 
VBS. At left, a pulley 
system and brute 
strength brought 
cement blocks and 
sand to the second 
� oor. For more 
photos and a
trip blog, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/
blogs/detail/294.A personal energy transportation 

(PET) cart was delivered to Juan in 
El Quinche. 

Walls go up on the second � oor for 
of� ce space. 

The team: Pastors Susan Woodworth, 
from left, Arturo Maine, Bob Kersten, 
Oscar Destruge; M. Lynne Taylor, 
Linda Mellor, Rev. Sonia Jermin, 
Stephanie Parsons and Cecilia 
Jacome.The cross and � ame on the church façade get a coat of paint. 

PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE 
PARSONS
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Theological Education Benefits Laity as Well as Clergy 

Dean Jeffrey Kuan

BY TOM GILLEM
Preparing students to become ordained 

clergy remains the primary mission of the 13 
United Methodist seminaries in the United 
States. But those seminaries—the wellspring of 
ordained United Methodist clergy for more than 
170 years—are attracting an increasing number 
of students who come seeking a theological 
education and then pursue callings other than 
pastoral ministry in local congregations.

“There are some students who come with a 
clear sense of calling into parish ministry, and 
many of them do graduate and go into parish 
ministry,” said the Rev. Jeffrey Kuan, dean of 
The Theological School at Drew University, 
in Madison, N.J. “But we also have a sizeable 
population of students who come feeling a sense 
of calling but having no idea what they want to 
do.”

After internships and involvement in 
congregations, Kuan said some of the uncertain 
students fall in love with the local church 
and become pastors. “But there are also folks 
who thought that their calling was into parish 
ministry, who begin to think more broadly and 
go into other forms of ministry,” he said.

Many seminary graduates serve as college 
campus ministers and as hospital, military 
and prison chaplains. Other graduates fi nd 
their callings in business, in law and in ethics 
programs at various institutions. And many 
others become lay leaders in the church, some as 
staff and many in unpaid roles. 

Educating laity
“We actually provide wonderful education, 

as do other seminaries, to people who want to 
work in the church, but who don’t want to be 
ordained, either as deacons or elders,” said Jan 
Love, dean of Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University in Atlanta. “They want to take 
care of children, or be vital to the Sunday school 
program, the youth ministry program or the 
worship life and music life of a congregation.”

Most United Methodist seminaries provide 
courses that meet the educational requirements 
for people seeking to serve in specialized 
ministries, as either laity or clergy. The General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
administers the certifi cation process for 12 areas 
including music ministries, urban outreach, 
camps/retreat centers, people with disabilities 
and age-level (children’s, youth, collegiate and 
older adult) ministries.

For laity who are not called to ordination, a 
theological education enhances their skill base 
and their capacity to think creatively and deeply 
about the ministry they want to perform in the 
church, Love said.

“So seminary education is incredibly 
benefi cial for those folks, too, on a practical level, 
and as well, we hope, a spiritual formational and 
vocational level,” she said. “We seek them for our 
student body to deepen and strengthen their 
capacity to respond to God’s call in their lives, 
even though it’s not a call to be ordained.”

Each summer at Candler, the National 
Institute on Church Finance and Administration 
offers opportunities for people who work in local 
church administrative jobs, such as secretaries 
or fi nance offi cials, to expand their education 
and skills. 

“It’s a continuing education certifi cation 
program, not a degree program, but we’re really 
proud of it because we get ordinary lay people 
who devote their lives to church administration,” 
Love said. 

The monthlong program mixes theology 
with business and leadership skills and 
administration, with full certifi cation available 
to participants who attend multiple sessions.

Learning about the world
Kuan, who is also president of the 

Association of United Methodist Theological 
Schools, said the theological education now 
offered at many seminaries is based more 
broadly in the fi eld of humanities and critical 
thinking.

“Our students learn about the world that they 
are going into, the place of religion in the world,” 
he said. “They learn how to think critically, to be 
able to analyze situations, to be able to negotiate 
in different contexts, to think about how to work 
with people, and all these become very valuable 
skills.”

At Gammon Theological Seminary in 
Atlanta, the only historically African-American 
seminary of The United Methodist Church, 
most students are working on master of divinity 
degrees, and the majority of them are interested 
in parish ministry, said the Rev. Albert D. Mosley, 
Gammon’s president and dean. 

Preparing ‘public theologians’
“But parish ministry in the black church 

tradition tends to be a little different because a 
parish ministry involves community organizing 
and involves being a social justice advocate,” 
Mosley said. “We prepare people to be what we 
like to call ‘public theologians.’ They are not just 
pastors; they are pastors, community organizers, 
the person who gets the rally together, the 
person who’s addressing housing inequality, the 
person who’s talking about health-care reform. 
They are doing all these things in their roles as 
pastors, which really is the historic role of pastor 
in the black church.”

What The United Methodist Church needs 
now, more than ever before, are leaders who are 
well-grounded in the theology of the church, 
Mosley said.

“We need leaders who are not only trained 
to think critically, but also leaders who, through 
their seminary and their theological education, 
possess, acquire necessary gifts and skills to 
lead the church forward—persons who are 
visionaries, who are compassionate, who can 
certainly see the church as it is, but also see the 
church where it needs to go.”

While a theological education is signifi cant 
for clergy, Mosley said it is equally signifi cant for 
the church and for society.

“When we have these well-equipped and 
well-trained clergy, the church hopefully benefi ts 
from that, and not only does the church benefi t 
from it, but society benefi ts from it when you 
have a church that’s active and a church that 
is part of the community that’s being led by 
someone who has acquired those types of skills 
through a theological education,” he said.

Increasing younger clergy
With a rapidly aging clergy, the church has 

placed an emphasis on training young people for 

Exploration 2013: Gather on the Journey
Nov. 15–17 in Denver: A time for young adults, ages 18–26, to hear, discern 

and respond to God’s call to ordained ministry and to explore their gifts for service 
as a deacon or elder in The United Methodist Church. Learn more at www.
explorecalling.org.

Continued on page 13
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Church leaders from North America and South Korea will gather 
this spring to engage in dialogue and re-assess the current situations 
on the issues related to the two Koreas. Leaders from the UMC as well 
as ecumenical communions will meet at the Ecumenical Korea Peace 
Conference in Duluth, Ga., on May 15–17.

Under the theme, “Embrace Peace; Pursue It: From Armistice to Just 
Peace in Korea,” the conference is intended to renew a divine call for 
Christians to be peacemakers. This July marks the 60th anniversary of the 
Korean War Armistice of 1953.

Keynote speakers will include:
� The Most Rev. Bishop Katharine Jefferts-Schori, presiding bishop 

and primate of the Episcopal Church, USA
� Rev. Syngman Rhee, former president, National Council of Churches
� Dr. Christine Ahn, executive director, Korea Policy Institute/Senior 

Research and Policy Analyst, Global Fund for Women 
� Rev. Dr. Jaejung Lee, chair professor at the Sungkonghoe University, 

Seoul/former minister of the Ministry of Unifi cation, Republic of 
Korea 

� Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, resident bishop, UMC Wisconsin Area/chair, 
2013 Ecumenical Korea Peace Conference Planning Committee

The hope is that the conference will cultivate an ecumenical network of 
leaders that will take part in establishing a path toward permanent peace 
and reunifi cation in the Korean Peninsula through education, advocacy 
and coalition building.

Rev. Kun Sam Cho, pastor of Grace UMC in Fairfi eld, Conn., has made 
the conference brochure and registration form available on the church web 
site at, http://fairfi eldgrace.org/?p=1746.

The event is being sponsored by key organizations in the Korean 
faith community: Korean American National Association of the UMC, 
Committee on the Korean Reunifi cation and Reconciliation, General Board 
of Global Ministries, UMC, United Methodist Women, Korean Ministry 
Plan, UMC, National Council of Churches in Korea, National Network of 
Korean United Methodist women.

Any questions about the peace conference or registration should be 
directed to Rev. Jong Sung Kim at the General Board of Global Ministries at 
212-870-3955, or JSkim@umcmission.org.

Continued from page 2

5/16 Anchor House Banquet 
Join in this annual banquet to raise funds 

to continue the life-changing recovery ministry 
of Anchor House Inc. Keynote speaker is Rev. 
Lester J. Figueroa, Esq., a partner in the law 
fi rm of Borah, Goldstein, Altschuler, Nahins & 
Goidel, and lead pastor of Calvary Assembly 
of God in Staten Island. Figueroa has been an 
active advocate of civil rights and leadership 
development. The 6 p.m. banquet is at Grand 
Prospect Hall, 263 Prospect Avenue, Park 
Slope, Brooklyn, NY 11215. Tickets are $70. 
For questions and reservations, contact 
Emily Falero at 718- 771-0760, or via email, 
efalero@anchorhouseinc.com.

Conference Urges Peace, Unity in Korea

5/18 Mozambique/NY 
Connection Celebration

Meeting and luncheon, 10 a.m.–1 p.m., New 
York Conference Center, White Plains, NY. Room 
115.

5/19 City Society Annual 
Meeting 

3 p.m. at St. Stephen’s UMC, 144 West 228th 
Street, Bronx, NY 10468. No tickets required; 
freewill offering and light refreshments. 
Featured speaker will be Bishop Woodie White, 
the Bishop in Residence at Candler School of 
Theology in Atlanta Georgia. 

5/26 Exploring Life of Wesley 
Brothers

Wakefi eld Grace UMC offers an invitation 
to “have your heart strangely warmed” by the 
drama, “Life and Times of John and Charles 
Wesley” to celebrate Aldersgate, at 1:30 p.m. 
Contact the church, which is located at 4750 
White Plains Rd., Bronx, NY, via email at 
wgraceumco8@yahoo.com.

6/5–8 New York Annual 
Conference

“Dismantling Walls: Building the Beloved 

Community” is the theme for the annual 
gathering of clergy and laity at Hofstra 
University. Bishop Grant Hagiya, Greater 
Northwest Episcopal Area, will be the guest 
preacher on Wednesday. Ordination is planned 
for Saturday morning. For further details, and 
register, got to: http://www.nyac.com/pages/
detail/1897.

8/3–20 VIM Trip to 
Mozambique

For more details and to apply for the trip, got 
to http://nyac.com/vim/detail/12.

8/1–3 The New “Mission U”
Formerly the Cooperative School of Christian 

Mission, this event is planned for Western 
Connecticut University in Danbury, Conn. More 
information to come. Coordinator is Janet Keyes; 
email her at jeksom@comcast.net.

10/19 Laity Convocation
Time and location to be announced.

10/26 UMW Annual Meeting
United Methodist Women will meet at Grace 

UMC, Valley Stream, N.Y.



“Your people were great . . . you saved us so 
much time and money.”

In response to the visit, Bishop McLee noted 
that despite whatever confl icts there may be 
in the United Methodist Church, “We have to 
remind ourselves that we are doing something 
right.”

Pastor Gia Hall agreed, explaining the 
great need for assistance and support in the 
community.

“So many people have just been paralyzed by 
all the devastation,” she said.

At the second stop, site coordinator Gus 
Segredo greeted homeowner Elena Yanes in 
fl uent Spanish as she welcomed the group into 
her home. Much of the siding has been stripped 
off the brick-front home, revealing the bright 
blue of insulation board below.

Yanes, 41, her husband and two young 
daughters have moved into the home’s second 
fl oor as work has been going on downstairs. The 
group of visitors walked gingerly on boards laid 
out across the homes new fl oor joists. A ceramic 
fl oor, layers of concrete and two subfl oors 
were removed by a team from the University of 
Massachusetts after Segredo’s initial inspection 
revealed serious structural and mold issues 
in the crawl space. The home had also been 
damaged from Hurricane Irene in 2011. A 
contractor was brought in to replace the fl oor 
joists.

McLee paused in the entrance of the home 
with Yanes and offered a prayer—in part 
English, part Spanish—for her family’s safety 
and the successful rebuilding of their home.

Outside the third home, the pool deck was 
piled with the water-damaged contents of the 
son’s ground-level apartment. Homeowner 
Eileen MacCormack has lived here for eight 
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Tour Affords View of Sandy Relief Progress

years, and is still waiting on her insurance 
payout. The check was issued jointly to 
MacCormack and her mortgage lender, who is 
holding back the bulk of her funds until they 
receive proof of repairs. But MacCormack, like 
so many others, isn’t able to afford the repairs 
until she has the insurance payout.

(According to a March 19 report by Reuters, 
some 10 lenders were holding back payouts of 
nearly half the insurance funds—$41 million—
they had received related to Superstorm Sandy. 
At the urging of Governor Andrew Cuomo, 
New York’s Department of Financial Services 
notifi ed those lenders to speed up the payment 
of the funds to homeowners.)

MacCormack said that Segredo and the work 
teams had been a Godsend in helping get her 
home back in order. So far they have removed 
sheetrock and completed the mold remediation. 
And the former private investigator has been 

plying the teams with her home-baked goods.
“She’s paid me off with lots of Irish soda 

bread,” said Segredo with a laugh, “so I’m really 
happy.”

Rev. Henry also had high praise for the 75 
teams and Segredo, who is a member of his 
church.

“Without Gus, much of the work wouldn’t 
be done,” Henry said.

In a debriefi ng following the tour, McLee 
thanked the pastors and volunteers for stepping 
up in “Methodist swag” to help lead the relief 
effort.

“Be assured that lives are being 
transformed,” said McLee. “Remember that we 
are called to be a voice in the wilderness.”

And he added that our voices must grow 
louder to “reclaim a more overt presence . . . to 
let people know we are still doing the work that 
needs to be done here.”

Continued from page 6

Theological Education Benefits Laity as Well as Clergy 
ordination and service in the local church. The 
2012 General Conference set aside $7 million to 
increase the number of young clergy.

“What we have to do at the same time is 
to refl ect on the mission of the church and to 
determine what kind of leaders we need for 
that mission,” said the Rev. Gwen Purushotham, 
associate general secretary and head of the 

Division of Ordained Ministry at the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry.

“That mission might be broader than 
ordained clergy appointed to individual 
congregations. It would include that, clearly. 
But is it something more? Is there something 
afoot? Is God active in the world in some way 
that we need to get onboard with that we aren’t 
completely seeing?

“The students in our seminaries, if we 
consider what their passions are, might be 
telling us something that we need to hear about 
what ministry means for them and how it could 
contribute toward the advancing of the mission 
of God in the world,” said Purushotham.

Tom Gillem is a freelance writer and 
photographer based in Brentwood, Tenn.

Continued from page 11

At the end of his Freeport tour, Bishop Martin D. McLee prays with Pastor 
Gia Hall, from left, Rev. David Henry and Warren Ferry. 


