
March 15, 2013

Continued on page 7

Natassia Velez, standing far right, leads a group 
discussion on the impact of violence on female 
immigrants.

40 NEW HYMNS / 4   TEAM HELPS SCHOOL / 6   A 2,184 MILE RENEWAL / 8

Rising Up To Fight Violence
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor, The Vision

The biblical story of Tamar, 
who is raped by one brother and 
silenced by a second, provided 
a powerful commentary for the 
conference, “Rise Up! End Violence 
Against Women and Girls,” on 
March 2. As Kymberly McNair of 
My Sisters’ Place introduced the 
critical passage from 2 Samuel, 
she said, “This may be the story of 
some of you here.”

The daylong program, which 
was planned by a coalition 
of boards, commissions and 
caucuses of the New York Annual 
Conference, drew more than 60 
women, men and youth to Asbury-
Crestwood United Methodist 
Church. They came to share their 
personal testimonies, and to learn 
what they can do as Christians to 
help end the problem of gender-
based violence. The conference 

came just two days before the 
United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women began its annual 
session in New York with a call to 
stop this “global scourge that affects 
millions around the world.”

Rev. Paul Fleck, who advocates 

on social justice issues with the 
conference Board of Church and 
Society, affi rmed the pervasive 
nature of the violence and the 
need to speak up as he opened the 
conference. Connecticut District 

Susan Kim, conference president of the UMW (left), introduces “Rise Up!” plenary 
speakers Kymberly McNair, Rev. Dr. Traci West and Rev. Dr. Judy Stevens.
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The News of the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church

3/15–17 IGNITE 2013 
Youth from across the conference are invited to “Raising the Belief” 

at Camp Quinipet Retreat Center on Shelter Island, N.Y. There will be 
a dance party with a disc jockey, HYPE praise band, karaoke, games, 
worship and music. Register after February 22 for $179. Round-trip bus 
transportation is available from each district for $50. To register, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/418.

4/12–13 Youth Workers Summit
“Connect, Convey, Commission” begins Friday at 6:30 p.m. and ends 

Saturday at 3:30 p.m., at Renaissance Westchester Hotel, White Plains, 
N.Y. Join Bishop McLee for worship Friday night; and hear speaker Josh 
Tinley, youth curriculum editor for the United Methodist Publishing 
House. Registration fee is $65. Hotel accommodations are $124 night and 
registrants will make their own hotel reservations. For additional details 
and register online, go to: http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4294.

4/13 Lay Servant Classes 
Pastoral Care Giving, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., April 13, at First UMC 

of Shelton, Conn. Learn to care for others in the faith and extended 
community. Course can be used for continuing education credits. Go 
to http://nyac.com/events/detail/4316 for details.

Staten Island Lay Servant School, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m, April 13 and 20, at Faith UMC, Staten Island. Both basic and 
certifi ed classes offered. Certifi ed class will be Spiritual Gifts. For 
information, contact dmorris60@gmail.com.

4/15 Harry Denman Evangelism Award
The deadline for the 2013 award that celebrates outstanding personal 

evangelism ministry in clergy, laity, and youth in the NYAC is fast 
approaching. Nomination materials can be found online at: 
http://foundationforevangelism.org/recognition/harry-denman-
evangelism-award/.

4/18 Five Points Scholarship Fundraiser
Five Points Mission will honor Rev. Leo Curry and the UM City Society 

at this annual fundraiser for summer camp scholarships. 6 p.m. at Park 
Avenue UMC, 106 East 86 Street, New York, N.Y. Includes both a silent 
and live auctions, and hors d’oeuvres. RSVP to April Callender at 212-
870-3938, or acallender@umcitysociety.org.

4/20 “Achieving Your Missional Church”
This daylong training with Joy Skjegstad will help churches move 

from a vision of being missional into the reality of truly connecting with 
the community. Topics will include mobilizing volunteers, developing 
partnerships, and starting a nonprofi t at your church, including steps to 
implementation and case studies from real congregations. 9:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m., at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, 270 South Broadway, Hicksville, 
N.Y. Register by April 6 at an individual cost of $65; groups from the 
same church will pay $55 or $45 per person. The NYAC is offering $30 per 
person scholarships off the subscriber rate for this event. To register for 
the webinars or workshop, to go http://www.prcli.org/, and click on the 
“Workshops and Webinars” tab.

4/27 Haiti Children Benefi t Concert 
The Black Clergy Caucus of the United Methodist Church will present 

a 5:30 p.m. variety concert to benefi t its ministries and Haitian children’s 
education. Featuring Bishop Martin McLee, Bobby Soverall, Trans Jazz, 
Nat Dixon, Cassey Tuitt on steel pan and others at First UMC, 227 E. 
Lincoln Ave., Mt. Vernon, N.Y. Donation: adults, $25; children age 12 
and under, $10. Fifty percent of the proceeds will go towards children’s 
education in Haiti. For tickets contact: Rev. Janet Hodge at 718-583-8700, 
Rev. Gertude Nation at 631-261-1303, or Rev. Harold Andrews at 718-
465-5621.

5/1 Shirley Parris Award Deadline 
Nominees may be either lay or clergy persons who have demonstrated 

a consistent pattern of faithful, uncompensated service and tireless 
devotion to Jesus Christ and the United Methodist connection. 
Information can be found at: http://nyac.com/pages/detail/1897#parris.

5/1 & 6/1 Scholarship Deadlines
Scholarships and grants are available for United Methodist college 

students from the New York Education Society Fellowship Program 
(May 1), and the General Board of Discipleship, Young People’s 
Ministries (June 1). For additional details and applications, go to:
http://nyac.com/pages/detail/1725.

5/7–11 Parish Nurse Training
Parish Nurse / Faith Community Nursing Practice course offers 

experienced registered nurses and health advocates (clergy or laity) an 
educational program providing a holistic blend of nursing expertise and 

Continued on page 13
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Bishop Issues Call to 2013 Conference
Dear Fellow NY & CT Methodists: 

Grace and peace to you. With expectation, 
you are invited to attend the 214th annual 
session of the New York Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church scheduled at 
Hofstra University, Wednesday, June 5 through 
Saturday, June 8.

This year’s theme is “Dismantling Walls: 
Building the Beloved Community,” Ephesians 
2:14. 

The guest speaker on Wednesday evening 
will be Bishop Grant Hagiya, Greater Northwest 
Episcopal Area.

Confi rmands are invited to share in the 
Annual Conference journey on Saturday, June 
8th. 

Expect an experience centered in joy!
All My Prayers,

Martin McLee

A Message From Our Lay Leader
Dear Lay Members of the New York Annual 
Conference:

Grace and peace to you all in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord! 

It is with great joy that I issue this call to 
the 214th session of the New York Annual 
Conference. The Laity Session will be held in 
the Arena on Wednesday, June 5, beginning 
at 1 p.m. The Rev. Dr. Ken Sloane, director 
of stewardship at the General Board of 
Discipleship, will be our speaker. Rev. Sloane 
was part of the dynamic team that facilitated the 
Incubator Training for some of the clergy in our 
conference. Helpful information can be found in 
the Lay Member’s Guide to Annual Conference. 
You’ll fi nd it on the conference web site at www.
nyac.com/Laity. Preconference reports will 
also be posted on the web site: www.nyac.com/
AnnualConference. Advanced reading of these 
materials will help you to be better informed 
and prepared participants. You will receive your 
package with all reports and petitions when you 
arrive at Hofstra. Register early...please don’t 
wait for the last minute.

Looking forward to being in holy 
conferencing with you.

Peace,
Renata Smith

Hagiya Developing Church Leaders
Wednesday’s guest speaker, Bishop Grant 

Hagiya, serves as the resident bishop of the 
newly formed Greater Northwest Area—
encompassing the Alaska, Oregon-Idaho, and 

Latest Appointment 
Announcements

Steve Peiffer to UMC of Wallingford, 
Conn.; he currently serves at Goshen 
UMC

David Collins and Romana 
(“Romi”) Abelova, a clergy couple, to a 
newly formed larger parish in the Catskill 
Hudson District that will include Hobart, 
Township, Stamford, and Bloomville 
churches. Collins is currently the pastor 
of the United Church of Roscoe and 
Callicoon UMC, while Abelova is serving 
Hankins UMC.

Marais Quissico to Epworth UMC in 
the Bronx, effective February 17, 2013. 
Quissico was previously unappointed.

Charlie Yun to Hillside UMC, less 
than fulltime. Yun will continue to serve 
LFT at Searing-Roslyn UMC.

Yuri Ando to Bellport UMC. Ando 
currently serves less than fulltime at the 
First UMC of East Hampton.

Delores Barrett to Community UMC 
of Middle Village and Forest Hills. Barrett 
currently serves in an extension ministry 
at Rikers Island Correctional Facilities.

Johnny Ceasar to Christ UMC in 
Beacon. Rev. Ceasar currently serves 
the Community UMC of Middle Village 
and Forest Hills and Trinity UMC of 
Richmond Hill.

April is SKEETER WALK Month!

Bishop Grant Hagiya serves the 
Greater Northwest Episcopal Area.

Pacifi c Northwest annual conferences. He is 
the current chair of the UMC’s focus area on 
leadership development and he will chair the 
Ministry Study Commission for the 2012–2016 
quadrennial.

Bishop Hagiya also serves on the Council 
of Bishops’ Executive Committee, and as 
a member of the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry. He has served the 
Pacifi c Northwest and Alaska Conferences since 
2008, and the Oregon-Idaho Conference since 
2012.

Hagiya is a trained mediator, receiving 
most of his training through the Lombard 
Mennonite Peace Center. Bishop Hagiya has 
been an active member of the Nikkei Interfaith 
Group, a community-based coalition of 
Christians, Buddhists and Shinto ministers. He 
was also the ecumenical representative of the 
California-Pacifi c Annual Conference to the Los 
Angeles Religious Leaders, consisting of all the 
ecumenical leaders of the greater Los Angeles 
region.

The bishop has served as a fulltime professor 
at his alma mater, the Claremont School of 
Theology, teaching in the area of religion and 
society and urban ministries.

Prior to his election to the episcopacy, 
he served as the senior pastor at churches in 
Berkeley, Gardena, and Los Angeles, Calif., as 
well as the Los Angeles District Superintendent 
in the California Pacifi c Annual Conference.

You can continue the fi ght to help save lives with a community 
Skeeter Walk/Run to benefi t the “Imagine No Malaria” campaign. 
Every church in the NYAC is encouraged to sponsor an event 
this spring to help meet our “Imagine No Malaria” fundraising 
goal of $1.2 million. Plan your event, collect the donations, and 
then bring them to annual conference at Hofstra University on 
Saturday, June 8. For tips and other info on creating your event, 
go to: http://www.nyac.com/pages/detail/1875.
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Dr. Jaleel Abdul-Adil of the University 
of Illinois Chicago chairs the National Child 
Traumatic Stress Network Urban Violence 
workgroup and has produced a fl yer for youth 
about community violence.

One very important message to youth is 
that they are not alone. As many as 96 percent 
of teens have experienced or witnessed 
community violence. Living with community 
violence around you can be enough to rob you 
of your sense of safety. The fl yer goes on to 
outline some ways for youth to keep themselves 
safe – which is at the top of the list when dealing 
with violence in your community. Please share 
this information with those you love:

Be aware of your surroundings. Walk or 
drive on main, well-lit streets with lots of 
traffi c.

Go with a friend or group. Being with others 
is a good idea if things turn dangerous. Make 
sure you have the kind of friends who will 
not put you in danger.

Know the “hot spots” and “safe spots” in the 
neighborhood.

Avoid taking the same route all the time as 
much as possible.

Know who to call or where to go if you are in 
trouble.

Keep your phone charged and with you, or 
know where to fi nd one if you need it. Dial 
911 in an emergency.

Avoid joining a gang, even if it may help you 
feel safer at fi rst. The same goes for drinking, 
drugs and carrying a weapon. They all put 
you and the community at more risk of 
harm.

Don’t share passwords. Secure your private 
information and photos on social networks.

Don’t be a bully or a victim of bullying. If 
you are threatened physically or verbally, tell 
an adult you trust.

For more information on the Children’s 
Home, call 800-772-6904, ext. 131, or visit the 
web site at www.chowc.org. Please feel free to 
send donations directly, or use the New York 
Conference advance number 60-0588.

Safe Ways to Deal 
With Violence
In Community 

Eric Buggie is covering the wall of his practice 
room in the parish house with copies of the 
hymns he has written since coming to Hamden 
Plains UMC.

Lenten Mission Bringing 
Forth 40 New Hymns
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor, The Vision

While many people are 
devoting more time to prayer 
and refl ection during Lent, 
Eric Buggie will be spending 
additional hours at the piano. 
Buggie, who is the music director 
at Hamden Plains United 
Methodist Church in Hamden, 
Conn., has committed to write 
“40 hymns for 40 days” during 
Lent.

With the daily lectionary 
reading as inspiration, he has 
written songs ranging from 
“Choose Humility” for February 
16 to “Could He Be the Messiah?” 
for March 5. His hymn for the 
tenth day, based on John 4:1-26, 
is entitled, “Give Me This Water.”

There’s a well springing up,
Eternal life is gushing forth, get a cup.
I thirst for righteousness,
And something to deliver my soul from death.
Jesus this water you’re giving is living,
Give me this water and I’ll never thirst.
Give me this water, it’s living, it’s living,
Give me this water and I’ll never thirst.

Instead of feeling any pressure to write a 
hymn each day, Buggie has found the process to 
be a joyful one with his creativity getting a head 
start each morning.

“I usually get up with a melody in my mind,” 
Buggie said. “I put on headphones and record 
the melody. Then all day long I’m thinking of 
words, and put the whole thing down by about 9 
p.m.” The tunes range from gospel rhythms and 
praise melodies to quiet piano ballads. 

Since he came to work at the church nearly 
four years ago, Buggie, 58, has been crafting 
weekly hymns to accompany the sermons of 
pastor Rev. Soon Kook Ahn. Most of the two 
or three minute songs are used as a response 
to the Word at the end of the service; some 
are intended for a soloist, and others are 
written with four-part harmony. “Pastor [Ahn] 
challenged me to do this,” Buggie admitted. “I 
thought he would be the only one I’d write for. 
But now lay speakers run to me with scripture, 
too.”  

When he’s working on his weekly sermon 

songs, Monday is Buggie’s writing day. 
Then he emails the sheet music to his choir 
members in time for Wednesday’s rehearsal. 
His compositions have been so popular that 
Buggie compiled the fi rst 25 songs he wrote and 
has offered the collection for sale to benefi t the 
church.

Buggie also began sharing his compositions 
on his blog, www.ericbuggie.blogspot.com, and 
was encouraged by Connecticut Superintendent 
Ken Kieffer to post his songs on the district 
Facebook page. They are also available on the 
video-sharing web site, YouTube.

A machinist by trade, Buggie started to play 
the organ, mostly by ear, when he was 14. His 
wife, Stephanie, is also a musician and plays the 
fl ute, piano, and concert bassoon. When their 
daughter, Joseline, was born in 2002, Buggie 
made the decision to stay at home to care for 
her while his wife went back to teaching music 
at the Columbus School in Bridgeport. That 
gave him more time to focus on his music, and 
eventually led to the position at Hamden Plains.

In the church, Buggie works with the choir 
director Sheldon Campbell, a nine-member 
adult choir, a youth choir, and a congregation 
that numbers about 100 each week. Buggie sees 
his work with  the church as a huge blessing for 
he and his family.

“Hamden Plains was looking for a musician, 
but had no money to pay,” Buggie said. So 
in lieu of compensation, the couple and their 
daughter live in the church’s parish house rent 

Continued on page 11
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YAMs ‘Rock’ on Mission to Ecuador
Editor’s note: Nineteen 
youth and fi ve adults 
travelled together to 
Ecuador for the Youth 
Ambassadors in Mission trip 
from February 16–24. Rev. 
Jessica Anschutz offered 
this wrap-up of their journey.

Site: Iglesia Evangelica 
Metodista Unida “El 
Nazareno” in Ascazubi, 
Ecuador

Pastor: Bishop Silvio 
Cevallos

Projects: Vacation Bible 
School and playground 
preparation

The Youth Ambassadors in 
Mission worked to prepare land in 
back of the church building for a 
playground to include spaces for 
basketball, volleyball and futbol 
(soccer) in addition to equipment 
for younger children.

The team was responsible 
for some of the early stages 
of the work. They had to level 
the ground, which meant 
shoveling dirt into wheelbarrows 
(carretillas) that were ultimately 
dumped on the dirt road in front 
of the church to fi ll the potholes 
and valleys formed by water 
runoff and also to prevent more 
erosion. Nothing goes to waste in 
Ecuador.

One small group of the teens 
dug a trench in front of the church 
property, installed a pipe for 
drainage and then fi lled in the 
trench again.

The YAMs also helped 
construct retaining walls 
surrounding the playground 
area by mixing lots of concrete 
with shovels, fi lling buckets 
with concrete and dumping the 
buckets into the framework to 
form the wall. 

Once the ground in the back 
of the church was level, the YAMs 
were charged with distributing 
truckloads full of rocks across 
the area. This was very physical 
work and meant shoveling rocks 
into wheelbarrows, dumping the 
wheelbarrows, and then leveling 
the rocks.

In the afternoons, some of the 
teens led an hour-long Vacation 
Bible School style program for the 
children—some from the church, 
and others from the community. 
This included a Bible lesson 
(Jesus Loves You), craft project 
and games like pato, pato, ganso 
(duck, duck, goose).

The YAMs were very 
committed to the project—even 
asking the chaperones if they 
could stay on site to work an extra 
half hour on two different days. 

The full project will likely be 
completed by the end of March so 
the teens are anxiously awaiting 
photos of the fi nished product 
from Bishop Cevallos, who was 
very pleased with their work. 
This project was scheduled for a 
few years down the road, but was 
moved up when it was announced 
that the YAMs would be travelling 
to Ecuador.

Members of the church helped 
prepare and serve traditional 
Ecuadorian meals for the youth 
at lunch every day. We dined on 
delicious pork, chicken, beans, 
rice, fruit desserts, soup, hominy, 
popped corn and more.

To read the blog postings 
from some of the teens while 
they were in Ecuador, go to: http://
www.nyac.com/blogs/author/16.

Learning about Jesus 
brought smiles to the 
Ecuadorian children.

The youth and their chaperones attended church with 
Bishop Silvio Cevallos.

Wheelbarrows helped ease the work just a little as the 
youth spread and leveled tons of rocks in the church 
yard.

Youth Ambassadors in Mission
Fenimore Street: Gaius Smith, Kyshaun Gamory, and Michelene 

Jones 
Grace St. Albans: Nijah Phils, Akosha Ballantine 
Port Washington: Amy Bomin Choi 
Memorial / Avon, Conn.: Chris Jurkiewicz 
Simsbury: Annabelle Iler
Westbury: Breanna McLarty, Steven Alexander
New Rochelle: Onwukanjo Ernest
St. Paul & St. Andrew: Hannah Reasoner, Anna Bosco
Vanderveer Park: Stefanie Henry, Hetheru Shango, and Darnell 

Regis
Wakefi eld Grace: Richard Allie 
Memorial / White Plains: Heather Ungerer
Clinton, Conn.: Reagen Riley

Adult Chaperones
Jessica Anschutz, Central Valley UMC; Gail Boykin, Vanderveer 
Park UMC; Oscar Destruge, El Camino UMC; Emily Ott, Park 
Avenue UMC; and Tyrone Johnson, Grace St. Albans
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VIM Team Helps School—Top to Bottom
Another successful Volunteers in Mission 

team to Costa Rica was led by Bob Hawkins 
from February 17 to 24. The team of nine 
adults and fi ve youth included members from 
three different churches. Their work was 
accomplished at a school in Cairo, according to 
Hawkins.

In the two unfi nished classrooms, the team:
Sized inside and out walls, then sanded and 

applied two coats of paint both inside and 
out.

Installed ceramic tile fl oor and lattice 
framework for suspended ceilings.

Wired the space for outlet boxes, switches 
and lights.

In the partially fi nished third classroom, the 
crew:

Installed the lattice framework and a 
suspended ceiling.

Bought a new bookcase for the classroom 
in partial recognition of the initiative the 
teacher took to get her classroom fi nished 
prior to our arrival. It replaced an 
existing bookcase that was falling 
apart.
The local foreman will hire some 

workers to help him complete the 
installation of the suspended ceilings 
in the remaining two classrooms. 
This work will be covered by the 
team’s budget for the trip.

Team members were Kristin 
Allard, Robin Brennan, Nicole 
Ciafardini, Laurie Hawkins, Bob 
Hawkins, Liam Intemann, Samantha 
McMahon, Dee Morrone, Kyle 
Schiller, Steve Schiller and Rev. 
Chuck Van Houten, all of Centerport 
UMC; Garydiane Morrison of 
Hempstead UMC; and Joe Villani 
and Linda Villani of Baldwin UMC.

The team sports their matching Costa Rica shirts.

Braiding the hair of a new 
friend.

Clockwise from above: Installing a 
suspended ceiling, laying a tile fl oor, painting 
interior walls, and some much-deserved 
recreation via whitewater rafting.
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Rising Up to Stem Violence

Apportionments
Paid In Full,
Once Again

The New York Annual Conference is one of 
20 annual conferences that paid 100 percent 
of their general Church apportioned funds 
in 2012, according to the General Council on 
Finance and Administration (GCFA). Overall 
apportionment payouts reached 90 percent, 
the highest payout level the general Church has 
reached since 2001.

The other conferences paying 100 percent 
are Alaska, Baltimore-Washington, Desert 
Southwest, East Ohio, Greater New Jersey, 
Holston, Illinois Great Rivers, Iowa, Kansas 
West, Minnesota, North Carolina, Northern 
Illinois, Oklahoma Indian Missionary, 
Peninsula-Delaware, Red Bird Missionary, 
Tennessee, West Michigan, West Virginia, and 
Western Pennsylvania. In 2011, New York was 
one of 17 conferences to give 100 percent to all 
seven general Church apportioned funds.

Moses Kumar, General Secretary for GCFA 
said. “It is truly a blessing that we had this 
increase for 2012. But more importantly, the 
people of The United Methodist Church have 
come together in a way that affi rms the minis-
tries of the Church. The support of the appor-
tioned funds is a statement that we are doing a 
new thing in the Church and that together we 
can make a difference in the lives of so many 
people. There are so many stories throughout 
the connection of annual conferences that made 
signifi cant increases—and that also increases 
the total impact on ministry. That is a testament 
to the commitment of the Church for local and 
global ministry. Thank you.”

Ten annual conferences on the 2012 list—in-
cluding New York—have paid 100% for fi ve con-
secutive years or more. All fi ve US jurisdictions 
reported increases in remittance percentages. 

A Thank You
From Evelyn
To my Sisters and Brothers of the New York 
Annual Conference,

Thank you for your presence at my 
Retirement Celebration on Sunday, May 3rd. 
It was such a joy to see so many of you. I am 
also thankful for the many cards, emails and 
phone calls that I received expressing your 
best wishes for my retirement. Peace, love and 
blessings to all of you! 

To God be the Glory!
Evelyn R. Brunson

Participants join in song during the closing worship as Nehemiah Luckett 
accompanies on the piano.

Superintendent Ken Kiefer offered words of 
welcome on behalf of Bishop Martin McLee, 
before reading the story of Tamar and her 
brothers during the opening worship.

In response to the Word, a litany of statistics 
about gender-based violence was repeatedly 
answered with the phrase, “Stop, stop, stop the 
violence against women and girls.” The litany 
offered such facts as that a woman is battered 
every 15 seconds in the United States, and that 
worldwide each year, some 4 million women 
and girls are bought and sold into prostitution, 
slavery or marriage.

Susan Kim, conference president of the 
United Methodist Women, stressed that group’s 
specifi c focus on ending domestic violence 
and human traffi cking. She introduced the 
three members of the plenary panel – Rev. Dr. 
Judy Stevens, Rev. Dr. Traci West and Kymberly 
McNair – who each encouraged the participants 
to let their voices be heard in the struggle.

Stevens examined how the Bible has been 
used to devalue and perpetrate violence against 
women for centuries as it was shaped by “white, 
heterosexual, middle-class men.”

To combat an abusive understanding of a 
text that is meant to comfort, Stevens, a pastor 
in the NYAC, encouraged readers to explore the 
historical context of scripture to glean relevance 
for today. Extra-canonical writings and some 
current authors like Phyllis Trible and Delores 
Williams are “lifting up the voices of women so 
we can hear their stories.  

“It’s absolutely necessary to engage the text 

to determine if it addresses our questions today,” 
Stevens said. 

Dr. West, ethics professor at Drew Theological 
School and an elder in the NYAC, expressed 
optimism that so many people had gathered to 
talk about such a painful and pervasive issue.

“I feel a sense of hope because you are here,” 
West told the gathering, “I have hope against this 
evil.”

She went on to suggest that there are several 
reasons that keep people from rising up against 
the violence more boldly. First is a lack of 
knowledge on how to respond to confessions 
about domestic violence. Second is our own 
pain.

“We can’t hear someone else’s experience 
because we are so wrapped up in our own,” 
she noted.  She cautioned those who preach 
messages about suffering and bearing the cross 
to always remember that someone hearing that 
message has been abused in some way.

Third, judgments are often made about the 
victim’s behavior, and “even those who advocate 
for women can get it wrong,” West said. “We go 
wrongly to the ‘she should of, or she could of ’.”

Her mention of the reauthorization of the 
Violence Against Women Act drew applause 
from the gathering, but she noted that the law 
nearly expired because of the protection it 
extends to LGBT and immigrant victims.

“When we compartmentalize our work, 
we lose out,” she said, stressing that the efforts 
against racism and homophobia must include 
the work to stem violence against women. 

Continued on page 13
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Pastor’s Renewal Leave: 2,184 Miles
BY KRISTINA HANSEN
St. Paul’s UMC, Northport, 
N.Y.

Have you ever dreamed up a 
big adventure? Poured over books, 
brochures and web sites? Made 
plans in detail? When did it go 
from “dream” to “reality”? When 
did it start to feel real for you?

For me, it happened when I 
bought a one-way ticket to Atlanta 
for April 3, 2013. I won’t be fl ying 
back. I won’t be driving back. I 
won’t even be taking a boat back. I 
will be walking back. Actually, 
I will be walking right through New 
York and won’t stop 
until I get to 
Maine—2184 
miles later. 

My big 
adventure is 
a six-month 
hike on the 
Appalachian 
Trail from 
end to end. 
They call it a 
“thru hike.” 
I call it a 
dream come true. Six months 
with a backpack fi lled with all 
that I’ll need: a tent, a sleeping
bag, some clothes, water, and
food. Six months in the wilderness 
walking 12 to15 miles a day. 
Bring it on!

I guess I’ve always had a bit of 
wanderlust. It probably goes all the 
way back to the days when my dad 
and the little kid me would pack a 
couple of peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches and head out to some 
small patch of woods at the end of 
our Ohio suburban block and call it 

an expedition. 
The United Methodist Church 

calls what I am doing a “renewal 
leave.” To the clergy reading this, 
I say it is something we should all 
do (even if your version involves 
a round-trip ticket). To lay folks 
reading this, I say encourage 
your clergy to take some renewal 
leave—even if it isn’t a full six 
months. I’ve been told that a 
renewed pastor can renew your 
church—and from the stories I’ve 
heard, I believe it! A renewal leave 
gives a pastor the chance to gain a 
new perspective, learn new things, 
refresh and re-energize.

Rev. Kristina Hansen trained for the Appalachian Trail 
with a 111-mile thru hike of the Centennial Trail in 
South Dakota last August.

Rev. Kristina 
Hansen Being a pastor is one of 

those roles, like many helping 
professions, where you pick up 
“stuff” along the way that you 
have to intentionally take time 
to shed. The things that happen 
to our congregations and to our 
congregants happen to us, too, and 
we carry them in our hearts, our 
minds, and our souls. 

So, as I head out to Springer 
Mountain, Ga., I’ll be carrying 
two backpacks—one with my 
equipment and one with that 
“stuff.” When I get back, I intend 
to be carrying only one of them—
the one with smelly laundry and a 

Thru Hiking
the AT 

A thru-hiker is a hiker 
or backpacker who has 
completed or is attempting to 
walk the entire Appalachian 
Trail in one uninterrupted 
journey. Completing the entire 
Appalachian Trail in one trip is 
a mammoth undertaking.

Each year, thousands of 
hikers attempt a thru-hike of 
the trail that extends between 
Springer Mountain in Georgia 
and Mount Katahdin in 
Maine, passing through North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, 
West Virginia, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
New York, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Vermont, and 
New Hampshire.

The highest point is 
Clingsman Dome in Tennessee 
at 6,643 feet; the lowest is in 
Bear Mountain State Park in 
New York, at 124 feet.

journal full of stories.
Blessings and catch you on the 

fl ip side,
Rev. Kristina Hansen

Editor’s Note: Hansen, who 
is known for her orange 
shoes, will be sporting 
orange laces in her hiking 
boots, and using the trail 
name “Dragonfl y” to sign in 
at shelter logbooks along 
the way. Hiking along 
with Hansen will be Leslie 
Reyman, chair of Archives 
for the NYAC who goes by 
the trail name “Prairie Dog.”

NYAC Top Steppers In New Year Challenge
When the New Year-New You Challenge, a 

wellness program sponsored by General Board 
of Pensions and Health Benefi ts, fi nished after 
22 days, the NYAC pedometer team was in 
fi rst place and 3,000 paces ahead of its nearest 
competitor. Under the leadership of Noel Chin, 
and the statistical analysis of John Capen, the 
team recorded more than 15 million steps to 

outpace the Red Bird Missionary team.
Capen, who served as chief encourager, 

was the top walker with 660,000 steps; 
Maybelle Renzi was not far behind with 
649,325 steps.

Individuals could earn between 100 and 
300 activity HealthMiles depending on the 
number of daily steps. The top 5 conferences 

were rewarded an additional 100 Activity 
HealthMiles per member, and, the NYAC will 
be featured on the Virgin HealthMiles member 
web site as the winners of the challenge.

Some 3,900 people participated on 45 
teams. The others conferences in the top fi ve 
were Florida Southern College, Kentucky 
Conference, and Pacifi c Northwest Conference.
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Thank You, Virginia!
The Brooklyn Disaster Response Offi ce recently received a boost for its 
work with the loan of a tool trailer from the Virginia Annual Conference. 
Not only did our southern connection lend the trailer, but also “Disaster 
Pastor” Frank Jennings drove the recreational vehicle that towed it to our 
site offi ce at St. Mark’s UMC. The trailer has been most useful to teams of 
volunteers coming to the area, especially recent teams from Illinois and 
Maryland. We would like to thank the Disaster Response Ministry from 
the Virginia Annual Conference for their support and collaboration in our 
Sandy recovery work.

Pack Your Bags for Camp—Adult Style
In case you still think that camp is just for 

the younger set, Kingswood has four offerings 
this summer strictly for adults: welding, 
woodworking, lifeguard certifi cation, and 
spirituality camp.

June 13–16
Lifeguard Certifi cation

Here’s your chance to become a certifi ed 
lifeguard in this three-day intensive weekend 
course. Upon successful completion you will 
have an American Red Cross certifi cation in 
waterfront lifeguarding, fi rst aid, and CPR for 
the professional rescuer with AED. Be prepared 
to swim two times a day and take notes. Course 
requirements include a 550-yard swim, a 
brick retrieval in about nine feet of water and 
a 20-yard swim with the brick, fi nding three 
objects in fi ve feet of water, and two-minutes 
of treading water. A waterfront lifeguard can 
work at a pool, lakefront, or pond. Led by Joel 
Freeman, a certifi ed Red Cross instructor for 
lifeguarding, fi rst aid and CPR. Cost is $350, 
plus $80 materials and certifi cation fee.

June 24–27
Woodworking Camp

This camp is geared for those with little 
or no woodworking experience. Build your 
own Adirondack chair to take home. Learn 
to read and understand project plans, and be 
introduced to woodworking hand tools and 
power tools. Led by Bob Porter who has 46 
years in the technical fi eld of education as an 
industrial arts teacher, and more than 35 years 
as project manager and site committee member 
of Kingswood. Cost is $350, plus $20 materials 
fee.

June 26–30
Welding: The Basics, and More!

This event is for novices and experienced 
welders. If you’re an artist, express yourself and 
create a beautiful welded sculpture. The 4½-day 
program includes instructions and hands-on 
experience in welding your own metal sculpture 
or project. Led by Jim Dolan, New Jersey 
chairman for the American Welding Society, a 
certifi ed welder and welding inspector, with 50 
years experience.

Weld your own project, and work together 
to produce a massive group project. Material 
can be supplied for small sculptures and/or 
bring your own small project—about the size 
of a fi ve-gallon pail. The group may also choose 
to weld a metal sculpture for Kingswood, using 
pieces from old farm equipment, and plows in 

the fi elds around the barn.
Bring cotton long sleeve shirts and slacks 

(no cuffs), cotton socks and boots or high-top 
shoes to wear while welding. We’ll provide 
welding goggles, a face shield and gloves. Cost is 
$375 per person.

June 27–30
Spirituality Camp: Sabbath at 
Kingswood

Learn how to integrate Sabbath into your 
life. Come to Kingswood to help restore the 
rhythm of life, to rediscover the balance 
between work and rest, to experience an oasis 
of sacred time, to delight in God’s creation, 
to give yourself the gift of nourishing rest, to 
make space to notice and refl ect on times of 
God’s grace in your life and in our world. Led by 
Holly Moore, program director at Kingswood, 

a spiritual director and retreat leader, and a 
graduate of the Guild for Spiritual Guidance. 
Moore also holds an advanced certifi cate in 
spiritual direction and a master’s degree in 
religious education and is a member of Spiritual 
Directors International and Hearts on Fire. Cost 
is $325.

The cost of each camp includes lodging at 
an equipped tent site and all gourmet meals 
prepared in the campsite. Bring a sleeping 
bag, pillow, towels, clothing for warm and 
cool weather, a rain jacket, bathing suit. 
If you prefer, lodging is available at the 
nearby Hancock Hotel, at an additional cost. 
Enrollment is limited for each camp; visit 
http://www.kingswoodcampsite.org/ 
for information, or call Holly Moore,
at 845-679-5692, to register.
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Continued on page 11

2012 YEAR-END REPORT

Prison Ministry Reaching Teens, Women and Men

Rev. Delores Barrett, from left, Rev. Annie Bovian, and Pastor Sharon 
Cundy at a Christmas party given for children of incarcerated parents. 

BY REV. DELORES BARRETT
Vision Bearer

Enlarge my territory!
“And Jabez prayed, “Oh that you 
would bless me indeed, and enlarge 
my territory, that your hand would be 
with me . . .” 

(1 Chronicles 4:10a)

Another year has passed as I have witnessed 
the shifting and powerful movement of the 
Holy Spirit among the incarcerated. So, it gives 
me great pleasure to share this journey—one 
comprised of a connectional body of United 
Methodist ministers: Pastor Sharon Petgrave-
Cundy, Sheepshead Bay UMC; evangelist 
Evadney Murray, Fenimore UMC; evangelist 
Debra Joseph, Vandeveer Park UMC and Pastor 
Ray Rodriguez, a former minister of Springfi eld 
Gardens UMC. We serve two correctional 
facilities: Rikers Island in Queens and Vernon C. 
Bain Correctional Facility (VCBC) in the Bronx.

Rikers Island
On Wednesdays we continue to minister 

to the female adolescents at Rose M. Singer 
Center (RMSC). This group has been one 
of the most challenging because of the deep 
emotional scars. They are like babes that need 
to be nurtured and fed with healthy food. 
So, as a registered nurse and a minister, I 
approach the problems from a holistic point 
of view, incorporating my medical as well as 
my spiritual abilities to deal with the physical, 
psychological, emotional and spiritual 
wellbeing. This approach is helping each of the 
girls discover a new identity within themselves.

Changes began to happen as the girls release 
and pour out their sorrows and pain through 
conversation, journaling, and one-to-one 
mentoring. On many nights tissues are not 
enough to dry the tears of the wounded. As the 
scales of mental and physical abuse, loneliness, 
deception, guilt, and loss of identity began to be 
shed, the physical demeanor of the girls change 
and their hearts become receptive to Christ. 
Every Wednesday night, the Holy Sacrament is 
offered to these young women.

On Friday nights, we serve the adult women 
at the same facility, Rose M. Singer (RMSC). 
We outgrew our original space, and the new 
space is still not large enough. We are so blessed 
with this ministry. Between the adolescents 
and the adults we ministered to more than 60 

inmates each week. We are now in the process 
of working with the Department of Corrections 
to obtain a larger space, as this would involve 
more correctional offi cers.

The testimonies of some of the women’s 
spiritual journeys convey that they have begun 
a new chapter in their lives. This lends itself 
to a breakthrough of the awesomeness of God 
in God’s words, “When I was in prison, you 
came to me.” (Matt 25:35). For many of these 
incarcerated women, prison bars have loosed 
them from the infi rmities of life and have saved 
them from the jaws of destruction and death.

The courtroom has become a place of 
witness of God’s glory as it builds confi dence 
for them to withstand their own trial without 
fear or trembling heart. Some have become 
their own lawyers and to God’s amazing grace, 
some have been set free. For many, a sentence, 
which was once thought of as suicidal, has 
become a place of restoration. That which was 
once lost—a second chance—has been given to 
redeem themselves.

One of our greatest joys, as ministers, is 
to walk into a packed room and witness the 
exuberance of these women giving praise to God 
in songs, clapping of hands, lifting of holy hands 
and just worshipping God. This has impacted 
their how they live with one another in the 
housing sections. Some have started prayer 
meetings and Bible study in their different 

housing areas. These women are also blessed 
with the Holy Sacrament every Friday.
Vernon C. Bain Center

We meet with these men every fourth 
Sunday of the month. The services have 
impacted their lives that they are known as my 
visionary for the 21st century in their spiritual 
walk with Christ. They are also blessed with 
the Holy Communion on the Sundays we meet. 
The ministers and I have witnessed to the 
overwhelming majority of men, women and 
adolescence who have accepted Jesus Christ as 
their personal Savior and Lord. For many of 
them, they are evangelizing the gospel in their 
housing areas and bringing so many souls to 
Christ. 

During the Christmas holiday, we served 
more than 100 children in our toy drive. Again, 
“big shout out” to Vanderveer Park UMC, 
People’s UMC, The Women Advocate Ministry 
and The Tribune Society, Inc. of the Courts 
of New York for their donations of toys and 
clothing to the children of the incarcerated.

Women Advocate Ministry (WAM)
We are still working very closely with Rev. 

Annie Bovian, the executive director of WAM. 
Through this collaboration, we are able to 
keep contact with the women in our Rikers 
ministry who have been moved to facilities 
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upstate. We are providing active outreach, 
crisis intervention, referral and support services 
to incarcerated women and their children. 
WAM supports women inmates by working 
to improve their quality of life in prison, and 
improving their possibilities to integrate back 
into society and avoid recidivism after release. 
The WAM offi ce is located at Salem UMC, and 
from there we are able to set up meetings with 
the released inmates from the fi ve city boroughs 
and follow up on their progress.

In 2012, we have seen the increased release 
of inmates who were bound to serve longer 
sentences. Many understand the power of 
prayer and fasting, and with this commitment 
many have experienced God’s divine miracle 
in time served or a lessening of sentence for 

Prison Ministry Brings Hope to Many
their crimes. We have worked to connect those 
released with churches in their neighborhoods, 
and make frequent calls to offer moral and 
spiritual support. We not only serve as 
ministering servants, but also serve as human 
resource offi cers. We have seen the fi nancial 
hardships of a family who could not visit their 
loved one at Rikers Island because they live 
in Boston. But because we have a God who 
provides, we were able to assist in this dilemma. 
Through resourceful means, we are also able to 
provide food, diapers, clothing, transportation, 
and other basic necessities for released families.

The blessing of the Jabez Prayer is over 
this ministry, and as we pour it out, God will 
continue to enlarge his territory, which will 
increase the rehabilitative and redemptive 
process of the incarcerated.

Continued from page 10

Taking Some NYAC Fellowship South
Bishop Martin McLee, at center in the cap, is surrounded by NYAC 
clergy who attended the Atlanta Convocation for Pastors of Black 
Churches. The January 9–11 meeting explored the theme of “Shifting 
Wineskins: Education, Adaptation and Transformation.” The 
Convocation for Pastors of Black Churches exists for the information, 
inspiration and encouragement of pastors and those who support them. 
Presenters included author Michelle Alexander, Rev. Vance P. Ross, 
and Rev. Rudy Rasmus.

Build Community,
Fight Malaria 

Change the World is a denomination-
wide event that focuses on the ministries of 
the church beyond the sanctuary during one 
particular weekend, so that change is palpable 
and noticeable. Just imagine, if every United 
Methodist church in your surrounding area 
were outside the walls of their buildings, 
helping one another and enacting social change. 
People would take notice.

This global Rethink Church event on May 
18-19 helps build community locally and fi ght 
malaria globally. (Maybe your event will be a 
Skeeter Run/Walk this year?)

When you let Rethink Church know about 
your outbound missions, your ministries are 
added to a map where online visitors can fi nd 
volunteer opportunities in their areas and 
join in. Rethink Church will also help you 
connect the ministries of your local church to 
secular volunteer sites where young people are 
searching to make a difference. And, there are 
resources available to highlight your ministries 
during Change the World weekend.

So…are you ready to take the Change the 
World Challenge? Begin by identifying the 
outreach missions you’d like to highlight in 
your church and it’s surrounding community. 
Then set an achievable goal for expanding the 
number of people serving and being served 
through the mission.

The fi rst 1,000 ministries (within the U.S.) 
to complete the full registration with your 
event information, will get a Change the World 
package that includes a re-useable lawn banner, 
a sermon series with multimedia (DVD) 
and a Rethink Church t-shirt. Please go to 
www.umcom.org/rethinkchurch to learn more 
about how to grow your ministries!

Lenten Mission Bringing Forth 40 New Hymns
free. The walls in his practice room there are 
covered with printouts of the hymns Buggie has 
written.

“As I’m writing sermon songs, more 
melodies come to me than I can use,” Buggie 
said. “I’ve been shamefully throwing melodies 

away.”
But it was those extra melodies that gave 

Buggie the idea for his daily dedication for Lent.
“I thought, ‘let me use this gift,’ and at the 

end of 40 days there will be a collection that may 
help someone” grow in their faith and love of 
God.

Buggie has a unique understanding of his 
creative process.

“I believe that these songs are already 
written somewhere, and I’m borrowing 
from heaven’s realm,” Buggie said. “If I get 
something from above, I can’t waste it.”

Continued from page 4
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OBITUARIES

BYJIM STINSON
Consultant on Older Adult Ministry

Mem’ries,
Light the corners of my mind
Misty water-colored memories
Of the way we were . . .

As we hear in these words from Marvin 
Hamlisch’s song, “The Way We Were,” 
memories of the past, are at best, blurred, and 
at worst, just plain wrong. We 
often long for the good old days, 
as if they were free of problems.

Many older adults tend to 
gloss over the past. They often ro-
manticize it, neglecting to recall 
the fear of the Great Depression, 
forgetting how many were starv-
ing and homeless; or see World War II as a 
time of ultimate bravery (which it was), choos-
ing to minimize the atrocities and devastation 
to people and whole nations.

Who would ever really want to relive 
those times, or the times of the Cold War and 
the dangers of the Arms Race, or Korea and 
Vietnam?

Sure older adults we know have survived 
them, which is cause for giving thanks. Sure 
many were shaped for the better during these 
days, but the past they often remember was 
not all glorious. Nor were the days of their 
youth quite as idyllic as they like to remember. 
Hamlisch asks the right question in his song:

Can it be that it was all so simple then?
Or has time re-written every line?
If we had the chance to do it all again

Memories of Past Help Coping With Present
Tell me, would we? Could we?

For the truth is, at every time and place, 
every stage of life, every relationship was, 
and is, less than perfect. There is real value in 
remembering the way we (they) were. But that 
value is diminished if they miss the fact that 
they adapted to the way we (they) were.

The truth is clear. No one time of our lives 
is, in and of itself, perfect. The response to the 
specifi c time makes the difference. That seems 

to be the secret of life and its 
memories. Life is about adapting 
and making the best of what is 
there and what is possible.

Helping our older adults 
reminisce realistically helps 
them rediscover and reclaim 
the wisdom of earlier years, the 

wisdom of adapting and making the best of 
whatever is. In doing so we enable them to face 
the moment, fi nding joy and meaning as life 
moves on.

We enable them to fi nd there is something 
about even the latter days of their lives that has 
meaning and joy built into them.

So it’s the laughter
We will remember
Whenever we remember...
The way we were...
The way we were... 

Help them adapt to whatever is by recalling 
their experiences. Help them remember the past 
and thus fi nd the promise of the moment. Help 
them create more and more moments of joy and 
laughter!

Rev. Frederick D. Savage 
The Reverend Frederick D. Savage died 

February 5, at age 92.
Through the Church of the Nazarene, Savage 

served as a missionary in both China and 
Japan. In 1955 and 1957 he received deacon’s 
and elder’s orders, respectively, through the 
Western New York Conference and was under 
appointment for 24 years before transferring 
to the New York Annual Conference. His sole 
appointment in the NYAC was at Bayport from 
1979 until his retirement in 1983.

An avid traveler and outdoorsman, Savage 
was the husband of Isabelle Gardner, and then 
Ann Sheriff. He is survived by two children, 
Rev. Arthur Savage and Linda Weber, fi ve 
grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, and 
was pre-deceased by grandson, Joshua Weber.

A memorial service was held February 10 
at the Penfi eld United Methodist Church. Rev. 
Savage was pastor emeritus at Penfi eld, where 
he served from 1970-1979. The Rev. Dr. Ronald 
V. Isaman, pastor, led the service with Savage’s 
son, Arthur, offering words of remembrance 
and witness.

Memorial gifts may be sent to the Penfi eld 
UMC, 1795 Baird Road, Penfi eld, NY 14526.

Mack Logan Jr. 
Mack Logan Jr., husband of Rev. Bernadette 

Logan, died on February 14. 
He is survived by his wife, who serves Union 

UMC in South Ozone Park; three daughters, 
LaShawna Logan, Lathishia Towles, and Shakita 
Logan-Goodwin; a son, Mack Logan III, and 
four grandchildren.

Pastor Logan described her husband as “a 
faithful servant of God who was in ministry with 
his wife.”

The home going service was February 20 at 
the Bethel Gospel Tabernacle in Jamaica, N.Y. 
Condolences may be sent to: The Logan Family, 
PO Box 200293, Jamaica, NY 11420.

SAVE THE DATE

June 5–8, 2013 
New York

Annual Conference
More information

to come.
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Kymberly McNair, training coordinator for 
the domestic violence agency, “My Sisters’ Place,” 
agreed with West that pastors and people of faith 
need to learn how to address tough issues like 
domestic violence. 

“Even if you don’t see the hope in the Tamar 
text, you need to be able to go to that text and 
teach it,” said McNair, who has herself struggled 
as a Baptist minister working in a secular 
agency. She added that society has to actively 
move to a place where agencies like hers don’t 
get calls from clergy about sending women 
“back home where they belong.”

“My job as educator is to create walking, 
non-judgmental people who are open to have the 
conversation,” McNair said. McNair works with 
people to fi rst embrace the understanding that 
they are made in the image of God.

“We have to be vulnerable enough to sit 
at the table,” she said. “We need to start by 
admitting we don’t know . . . To do the work of 
healing and love we have to get uncomfortable.”

The day’s workshops addressed three 
dynamics of the issue: violence in the lesbian-
gay-bisexual-transgender community, the 
vulnerability of immigrants, and for the youth, 

spiritual care that can be employed as part of a 
congregational ministry team. This educational 
program is organized to assist all faith 
communities to grow toward holistic health 
from a global perspective. The course will be 
held at the Edith Macy Conference Center, 550 
Chappaqua Road, Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. For 
more information, contact Claris Skerritt at 718-
324-8386 or can6@aol.com; and Sonia Jermin at 
718-239-2565 or bronxjermin@verizon.net.

Rising Up to Stem Violence Against Women
relationships and the warning signs of abuse.

Natassia Velez, co-chair of the NYAC Task 
Force on Immigration, led a small group in 
discussing how immigration status and violence 
often go hand in hand.

“Status is used as a bargaining chip . . . 
violence is used to control behavior” through 
threats of sending women back where they came 
from, said Velez.

She suggested that in dealing with 
undocumented individuals it’s critical to know 
when to act and when to be someone who just 
listens.

“Sometimes we jump to conclusions that 
problems are caused by a difference in culture, 
but they may be other reasons for the behavior,” 
Velez noted. 

A workshop by Darlene Domenick, a 
deaconess in the NYAC, helped both the youths 
and adults present learn how to engage in a 
conversation about healthy relationships. The 
group also discussed the UMC’s Safe Sanctuary 
policies, and how and when to report suspicions 
of abuse or neglect.

In the third workshop, Eva Dolgin, deputy 
director of programs at My Sisters’ Place, 
addressed the particular issues of violence for 

those in the LGBT community.
Following the workshops, the groups came 

back together in the sanctuary for a presentation 
by musician Daniel Carter and dancer Marianne 
Giosa. Giosa, dressed in black and wearing a 
ring of bells on her ankle, moved through the 
space to the sounds of Carter’s muted trumpet 
and saxophone. Her message was one of lament 
for the loss of women’s lives around the world, 
including the young woman who died after 
being gang-raped on a bus in India. As she 
began her dance, she cried out, “I hear my 
sister’s voice . . . Do you hear them?”

The day concluded with a service of singing 
and Holy Communion because, as the words 
of the litany confi rmed, “God won’t let the 
brokenness have the last word.”

The conference was sponsored by the 
Board of Church and Society, Board of Laity, 
Commission on the Status and Role of Women, 
Commission on Religion and Race, Hispanic 
Caucus, Immigration Task Force, Methodist 
Federation for Social Action, Methodists in New 
Directions, Pan-Asian Caucus, United Methodist 
Women, United Methodist Men and Women in 
Ministry, with assistance from Ann Pearson and 
the Offi ce of Connectional Ministries.

Continued from page 7

5/16 Anchor House Banquet 
Join in this annual banquet to raise funds 

to continue the life-changing recovery ministry 
of Anchor House Inc. Keynote speaker is Rev. 
Lester J. Figueroa, Esq., a partner in the law 
fi rm of Borah, Goldstein, Altschuler, Nahins 
& Goidel, and lead pastor of Calvary Assembly 
of God in Staten Island. Figueroa has been an 
active advocate of civil rights and leadership 
development. The 6 p.m. banquet is at Grand 
Prospect Hall, 263 Prospect Avenue, Park 
Slope, Brooklyn, NY 11215. Tickets are $70. 
For questions and reservations, contact Emily 
Falero at 718-771-0760, or via email, efalero@
anchorhouseinc.com.

5/18 Mozambique/NY Connection 
Celebration

Meeting and luncheon, 10 a.m.–1 p.m., New 
York Conference Center, White Plains, Room 
115.

5/19 City Society Annual Meeting 
3 p.m. at St. Stephen’s UMC, 144 West 228th 

Street, Bronx, NY 10468. No tickets required; 
freewill offering and light refreshments.

6/5–8 New York Annual Conference
“Dismantling Walls: Building the Beloved 

Community” is the theme for the annual 
gathering of clergy and laity at Hofstra 
University. Bishop Grant Hagiya, Greater 
Northwest Episcopal Area, will be the guest 
preacher on Wednesday. See related story on 
page 3.

8/3–20 VIM Trip to Mozambique
For more details and to apply for the trip, 

got to http://nyac.com/vim/detail/12.

8/1–3 The New “NYAC Mission U”
Formerly the Cooperative School of 

Christian Mission, this event is planned for 
Western Connecticut University in Danbury, 
Conn. More information to come. 
Coordinator is Janet Keyes; email her at 
jeksom@comcast.net.

Continued from page 2


