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Time to Relax, Renew, Reconnect

Smartt Sears
Named as DS;
Appointments
Announced

BISHOP’S CONVOCATION

BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor, The Vision

With a new snow blanketing 
the hills of Callicoon, N.Y., clergy 
and spouses gathered to relax 
and explore ways to “love God 
while caring for self” during the 
three-day Bishop’s Convocation 
last month. Guest speaker, Rev. 
Barbara Lemmel, led the gathering 
through an exploration of ways 
to understand and deal with the 
anxieties inherent in the practice 
of ministry. 

In introducing Lemmel, who 
is an elder in the New England 
Conference, Bishop Martin 
McLee praised her gift of helping 
churches discover how to navigate 
anxious situations.

“She’s come to help us deal 
with our hot messes,” McLee 
told the group at the January 
15–17 event at the Villa Roma 
Resort. Since 2003, Lemmel has 
been utilizing the wisdom of 
family systems theory to nurture 
grounded, courageous leadership 
in both clergy and laity.

 “Anxiety is like a virus, it 
tries to infect the room,” Lemmel 
said. While we usually think of 
non-anxious leadership as a quiet 
presence, the non-anxious leader 
may need to be the one who is 
not calm in a room full of calm, 
comfortable people. “Sometimes 
we have to confront diffi cult 
issues,” she added.

Lemmel compared how acute 
anxiety and chronic anxiety 
work in our lives. Acute anxiety 
is a reaction that keeps us alive; 
chronic anxiety is being anxious 

about something that hasn’t 
happened yet. “And our bodies 
don’t know the difference between 
acute anxiety and chronic anxiety,” 
she noted.

Chronic anxiety can make 
people react without thinking, 

close up ranks, blame someone 
else, or attempt a quick fi x that 
buries the problem deeper. To 
avoid these pitfalls, Lemmel made 
these suggestions:
To self-differentiate, know who 

are you. Know your gifts and 
graces. Know what you don’t 
do.

Make a connection: Learn who 
other people are. What are their 
gifts? Look for ways to connect 
in diffi cult times; pray for 
opportunities to connect.

Rev. Dr. Smartt Sears

January 28, 2013

Beloved Friends: 
I am pleased to announce the 

appointment of the Reverend 
Dr. Denise Smartt Sears as the 
District Superintendent for the 
Metropolitan District of the New 
York Annual Conference. The 
appointment will begin July 1, 
2013.

Reverend Dr. Denise Smartt 
Sears is a native of Brooklyn, 
New York. She currently serves 
as pastor of the New Rochelle 
United Methodist Church. 
Previously, Reverend Sears served 
as the pastor of St. Luke’s UMC 
and Christ UMC. Sears seeks to 
unite individuals from various 
socio economic and cultural 
backgrounds while strengthening 
youth and emerging small group 
ministries. She is passionate about 

Bishop Martin McLee, 
above, preaches during 
Thursday worship; 
Rev. Patrick Perrin, 
background, hit the 
keyboard for singing. Rev. 
Barbara Lemmel, left, told 
clergy that pushing into 
or leaning into our anxiety 
might actually help to 
reduce it.
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The News of the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church

2/19 Spanish-English Ministry Webinar
This webinar offered through the Parish Resource Center of Long 

Island will feature Rev. Dr. Enrique Lebron (Riverhead UMC) discussing 
ideas for “Hispanic Ministry for English-Speaking Congregations.” The 
cost for the online session from 7–8 p.m. is $15 / subscriber and $20 / 
non-subscribers. Please email the resource center at info@prcli.org 
with any questions you would like to have addressed. Register at: 
http://www.prcli.org/workshops-webinars/webinar-info-registration/.

2/23 Young Women in Mission
The young ladies of the United Methodist Women in the Metropolitan 

District will host this event with Rev. DeLois Davis, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Calvary UMC, 1885 University Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10453. Donation is 
$15; lunch will be served. Contact Helena Cooks at 917-533-4727, or Ruth 
Jones at 718-994-8965.

2/26–27 Digital Ministry Workshop
The Five Points Mission is sponsoring a clergy continuing education 

seminar on the benefi ts of digital ministry—from Facebook and web sites 
to Twitter and email. Rev. Paul Moon of the Broken Builder’s UMC will 
lead the retreat seminar from 9 a.m. Tuesday until 5 p.m. Wednesday at 
Camp Olmsted for all interested clergy. The cost for fi ve meals, snacks 
and overnight accommodations is $175. Bring your laptop, iPad, cell 
phone, and a willingness to enter into the 21st Century. Register 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4295.

3/2 Workshop to End Violence
The “Rise UP! End Violence Against Women and Girls” seminar will 

feature speakers Rev. Dr. Traci West, Rev. Judy Stevens, and Kimberly 
McNair, Director, My Sister’s Place in Westchester County. Nehemiah 
Luckett will provide music. Workshops from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. will 
include Human/sex traffi cking, violence against women & girls in the 
LGBT community, immigrant vulnerability. A youth workshop will 
focus on relationships and the warning signs of violence. Location is 
Asbury-Crestwood UMC, 167 Scarsdale Road, Tuckahoe, NY 10707

Fee is $15 for adults (includes lunch); youth in grades 6–12 
are free. Register online by February 23 at 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4282.

3/3 Celebration for Evelyn Brunson
Join in honoring the dedication of Evelyn R. Brunson, who served 

as the administrative assistant to the New York Area bishops for more 
than 15 years. The celebration will encompass a time of musical sharing, 
spoken testimony, food and fellowship. Ticket cost is $65; 3-6 p.m. at C.V. 
Rich Mansion (White Plains Women’s Club), 305 Ridgeway, White Plains, 
N.Y. 10605. For additional details and registration info go to: 
http://nyac.com/events/detail/4304.

3/9 Black College Luncheon
Rev. Dennis L. Blackwell, lead pastor at Asbury UMC in Woodlynne, 

N.J., will be the guest speaker at this annual gathering to benefi t 11 Black 
colleges. 1 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, White Plains, N.Y. Donation 
is $90 per ticket—payable to NYAC, Black College Fund. For tickets 
contact: Doreen Cosbert at 718-654-1167, Cleolene Jones at 718-739-9046, 
Veronica Darby at 718-455-7784, Thelma Fortune Little at 718-693-3513, 
Rev. Hermon Darden at 914-668-3334, Ena Nemley at 718- 367-4803, or 
Caroline Nanton at 718-377-7568.

3/15–17 IGNITE 2013 
Youth from across the conference are invited to “Raising the Belief” 

at Camp Quinipet Retreat Center on Shelter Island, N.Y. There will be 
a dance party with a disc jockey, HYPE praise band, karaoke, games, 
worship and music. Register before February 22 at the cost of $159; 
after February 22 for $179. Round-trip bus transportation is 
available from each district for $50. To register, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/418.

4/12–13 Youth Workers Summit
“Connect, Convey, Commission” begins Friday at 6:30 p.m. and ends 

Saturday at 3:30 p.m., at Renaissance Westchester Hotel, White Plains, 
N.Y. Join Bishop McLee for worship Friday night; and hear speaker Josh 
Tinley, youth curriculum editor for the United Methodist Publishing 
House. Registration fee is $65. Hotel accommodations are $124 night and 
registrants will make their own hotel reservations. For additional details 
and register online, go to: http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4294.

5/18 Mozambique/NY Connection Celebration
Meeting and luncheon, 10 a.m.–1 p.m., New York Conference Center, 

White Plains, Room 115.

5/19 City Society Annual Meeting  
3 p.m. at St. Stephen’s UMC, 144 West 228th Street, Bronx, NY 10468. 

No tickets required; freewill offering and light refreshments.
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Continued from page 1

Convocation Offers Time of Renewal

Clockwise from above: 
Jazz singer Barbara King 
wowed the gathering 
Wednesday night; game 
night on Tuesday took 
some to the Scrabble 
board; there were no 
age requirements on 
the dance fl oor as the 
youngest of the group 
showed off some moves. 

Have a vision: See, feel and 
know the big picture which can 
sustain us through the long 
haul.
Lemmel also recommended 

ways for clergy to reduce anxiety 
including having a sense of humor, 
being able to name the anxiety, 
speaking only out of your own 
experience, and trying not to 
go it alone.

Courageous leadership in 
anxious times, according to 
Lemmel, is to “be honest . . . be 
incredibly clear about the vision, 
be humble . . . be willing to 
experiment, and to fail. Learn from 
your failures and keep going.” 

Bishop McLee continued 
Lemmel’s theme of being a non-
anxious presence in the message 
he delivered during worship on 
Thursday. He shared a story about 
a health issue that took him to 
the hospital for a transfusion. He 
trusted that God was in the mix, 
and knew he couldn’t go into the 
hospital worried and panicked. 
“Either you wring your hands, or 
raise your hands,” he said.

He encouraged learning to trust 
in God in the midst of trouble, and 
drew on the words of the Psalmist 
that we can fi nd “refuge under 
God’s wings.” By leaning into God’s 
leadership, we can “trust God like 
Job did.”

The convocation began on 
Tuesday with a reception, followed 
by worship with Connecticut 
District Superintendent Ken Kieffer 
preaching. After dinner, the game 
room got raucous at times with the 
bishop’s Bid Whist challenge, and 
Scrabble, chess, Taboo, and Uno 
games all going on at the 
same time.

Music during the convocation 
worship services was provided 
by Rev. David Cseizel on djembe 
drum, Rev. Patrick Perrin on 
keyboard, and Gabriel Akinbode 
on accordion. The Korean caucus 
celebrated devotions on Wednesday 
morning, while the Latino caucus 
led Thursday’s service. 

Wednesday afternoon provided 

a block of free time for clergy to 
reconnect, or to recharge with one 
of the many amenities available 
at the Villa Rosa—bowling, 
racquetball, tennis, swimming, 
skiing, and spa treatments. And 

that night there was plenty of 
dancing before and after the 
concert by jazz singer Barbara 
King. 

King, a Brooklyn native and 
friend of Bishop McLee, wowed the 

gathering with her soulful blend 
of jazz and inspirational music. 
King provided a mix of well-loved 
standards and some of her own 
fi nger-snapping compositions, 

Continued on page 13
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BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor, The Vision

On the eve of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the 
Rev. Dr. James Forbes told grieving residents 
of Newtown, Conn., that Rev. King’s words of 
healing and nonviolence “are needed now more 
than ever.” Forbes, senior minister emeritus 
of the Riverside Church in New York City, 
spoke during “A Gathering for Worship: For 
the Healing of Newtown,” a multi-faith service 
sponsored by the Congregational and United 
Methodist churches in Newtown on January 20.

Nearly 300 people gathered in the sanctuary 
to laugh, cry, sing, and pray together a little 
more than a month after the shooting deaths 
of 26 students and teachers at the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School. Adam Lanza also killed his 
mother before taking his own life at the school.

Congregational Pastor Matt Crebbin 
welcomed the group to his church saying that 
the journey for healing has become a way of life 
in the community. But “our calling is too great 
to give into violence. As Martin Luther King 
said, ‘I have seen too much hate to hate.’

“The journey ahead will be long and 
arduous, but we do not journey alone; we have 
a great sustainer to travel with us,” Crebbin 
said. “Destiny lies in our ability to be as one—
community, nation, world. God is with us. 
Those gathered here remind us that we are not 
alone.”  

Four lay members from the Newtown United 
Methodist and Congregational churches offered 
gathering words that spoke to the purpose of the 
service—to imagine, fi nd strength and courage, 
heal divisions, mend hearts, and transform the 
world. Two members of the Islamic community, 

one of them a young boy, then provided a sung 
and spoken prayer. 

Forbes, in light of the King holiday, drew a 
comparison between the Sandy Hook tragedy 
and the civil rights movement. While the 
movement begun in the 1960s may not have 
eradicated all prejudice, there has been real 
progress, he said. Dr. King preached a message 
of non-violence, and was all too familiar with 
the loss of children to violence after four girls 
were killed in the 1962 bombing of the 16th 
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala. 
Forbes called on those gathered to pursue 
change in the wake of the shootings.

Forbes warned that the nation should 
not be worried about its second amendment 
rights being taken away, but should be 
more concerned about keeping the second 
commandant.

“Thou shall not make false idols, and 
sometimes instruments of war become idols,” 
Forbes said to applause from the gathering.

“God works something out of everything,” 
Forbes said. “What good for this community 
and the nation can come of this . . . that will 
honor our little ones.” He noted that the country 
has become engaged in a debate about gun 
violence, and while opinions are deeply divided, 
at least the dialogue is happening.  

“We have seen that violence can strike 
anywhere. It leaves our hearts naked, 
vulnerable, exposed,” he said. “What if 
something that happened in Newtown led to a 
new America?” Forbes repeatedly asked. 

One of several moving moments in the 
service came as a chorus of young Newtown 
students performed the song, “My Beautiful 
Town,” which was written by music teacher 
Jim Allyn just days after the tragedy. The song, 
which the students have recorded, offers a 
message of hope—as part of the lyrics convey:

There are signs along the way
There is music to be played
And the air we breathe in
This is where we begin
There’s no map but we are bound
On holy ground
My beautiful town
My beautiful town.

Continued on page 5

PHOTO BY JOANNE S. UTLEY

Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes talks with 
Newtown area clergy about pastoral 
leadership following the tragedy at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School.

PASTOR TELLS NEWTOWN:

MLK’s Words of Hope ‘Needed More Than Ever’

The recent school massacre in Newtown, 
Conn., has shocked and terrifi ed us all. We 
look for causes, explanations and answers, but 
come away not being able to understand or 
explain. Such a senseless tragedy leaves us all 
feeling how vulnerable innocent children can 
be. Traumatic events like this have potentially 
enormous consequences for victims, their 
families, survivors and communities. While we 
cannot change such events, we can decide how 
we respond to them. The Newtown community 
and families seem to be rallying and marshaling 
their resources to support one another and to 
get through their trauma in a healthy manner,

Sadly, healthy, supportive relationships do 
not exist for all children who witness, or are 

the victims of trauma. This only serves to make 
the impact on them more damaging. In our 
line of work we encounter children who have 
experienced a variety of traumatic events—
domestic violence, separation, loss, abuse, 
neglect, drug use and mental health issues. 
Unfortunately they don’t all have supportive 
relationship responses to help them get through 
the trauma. Much of what we do here is try to 
rebuild a sense of trust, helping these children 
develop healthy, supportive relationships to 

manage their traumatic experiences, allowing 
them to move forward toward a more fulfi lling 
life.

As caring adults, we should all remember 
to advocate for the needs of all children in 
ways that are meaningful to us, whether it is 
in volunteering, donating, or even letting our 
elected offi cials know that we must always 
provide safe and supportive environments for 
our children.

For more information on the Children’s 
Home, call 800-772-6904, ext. 131, or visit the 
web site at www.chowc.org. Please feel free to 
send donations directly, or use our New York 
Conference advance number 600588.

Pushing to Protect, Support All Children 
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Pastor Brings Newtown Clergy Words of Hope

One of many signs of support found in a temporary memorial housed in a 
tent a short distance from Sandy Hook Elementary School. 

Following Forbes’ message, the congregation 
was invited to write prayers of hope for the 
community that were then gathered and lifted 
up by Rev. Mel Kawakami, senior pastor of 
Newtown United Methodist Church. As the 
service drew to a close, the strains of “We Shall 
Overcome,” fi lled the sanctuary as the crowd 
rose and joined hands as they sang.

Earlier in the day, Dr. Forbes met with clergy 
and religious leaders from the Newtown area 
who are grappling with the grieving process, 
and their own self-care. Forbes is founder of 
the Healing of the Nations Foundation, which 
works to broaden awareness of the connections 
between physical, emotional, mental and 
spiritual health. Of the 50 people who gathered 
in the sanctuary for the afternoon gathering, 
about a dozen were pastors and caregivers from 
area United Methodist congregations.

As clergy shared their concerns and 
challenges as pastoral leaders, Forbes drew on 
his experience of ministry in New York City in 
the days following the 9-11 attacks. Forbes, who 
was wearing a ribbon in the Sandy Hook school 
colors, explained how he needed to manage his 
anger after the World Trade Center attacks. “My 
anger had to be selective,” he said. “We need to 
ask ourselves ‘what is the use of our anger?’ ”

Forbes said that as pastors when we speak 
the truth in love, that often what is spoken must 
be tough love. “We need to offer tough love, 
sprinkled with laughter,” he encouraged. “We 
need to make the best possible presentation of 
faith so that people remain, even after the crisis 
is over.”

Forbes urged the clergy to allow other 
caregivers and counselors to help them. He 
suggested a “designated driver” system for 
clergy to provide a sharing, caring community 

As a result of the recent incidents of school 
gun violence, Indiana Area Bishop Michael 
Coyner offered some suggestions for churches 
seeking to prevent violence. His main purpose, 
Coyner wrote, “is to start the conversation, or 
perhaps to move the conversation along beyond 
fear and a sense of paralysis. There is no way 
that anyone can guarantee our safety at all 
times. However, we must do all that we can to 
make our churches safe and secure, and we all 
must help our people not to live in fear.”
1. Start by teaching our own children, youth 

and adults that violence is not the answer to 
resolving confl icts.

2. Share the Gospel and the message of Jesus 

that “Those who take up the sword will die 
by the sword”—namely that violence begets 
violence.

3. Consider adopting policies that discourage 
any fi rearms from being brought into your 
church facility. Even though it is lawful, 
especially for police offi cers and others 
with a license, to carry a fi rearm, have a 
conversation among your church leaders 
about the danger of having such weapons on 
site in the church.

4. Consider meeting with your local law 
enforcement offi cials, have them walk 
through your church facility, and discuss 
how best to respond to emergencies. Such 

a meeting should include your church’s 
insurance agent, your trustees and other 
local offi cials who can help develop a 
response plan for medical emergencies, 
weather emergencies, and—God forbid—
any emergencies involving violence.

5. Consider training your ushers to be your 
“fi rst line of defense” in dealing with 
emergencies that occur during worship. 
Help them to be observant of any emerging 
problems, train them in immediate medical 
response, and provide them with a plan of 
action for responding to any problems.
To read his full blog posting, go to: 

http://inumc.org/epistles/detail/43587.

Discuss Ways to Make Churches Safer

watching out for one another.
“Preachers, renew yourselves with Psalm 

139,” he recommended. “God will see you 
through; we’re not out here by ourselves.”

An afternoon drive through Newtown and 
Sandy Hook still fi nds signs of encouragement 
for the community, from a sign reading 
“Embrace Hope” at a local garden nursery to a 
huge banner of encouragement from Tucson, 
Ariz., hanging from a railroad trestle. 

A large tent has been erected as a temporary 
memorial site on Route 6 just west of I-84. A 
large America fl ag fl ies from a crane outside, 
and visitors are greeted with a hug from one 
of the local volunteer hosts. The tent has 

been a labor of love and an opportunity for 
healing for those who are maintaining it. 
Inside are a proliferation of stuffed animals, 
candles and posters offering condolences and 
encouragement from around the country. 
Along the roofl ine, garlands of hearts 
offer handwritten messages of hope and 
encouragement.

While orange cones still block off the road 
to Sandy Hook Elementary, at the fi re station 
at the end of the street, 26 large red stars have 
been scattered across the rooftop in honor 
of the 20 fi rst graders and six teachers and 
administrators who were killed in the school on 
December 14.

Continued from page 4
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Newsday Gives $100,000 Grant
To UMCOR for Sandy Relief

SANDY
RECOVERY
Support Groups
Help Heal
Invisible Scars

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) was one of seven nonprofi t 
organizations to be honored in December with 
a grant to advance recovery and rebuilding 
on Long Island following Superstorm Sandy. 
The grant was provided through the Hurricane 
Sandy Long Island Disaster Relief campaign 
of Newsday Charities, a Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation Fund. 

UMCOR gratefully received a grant of 
$100,000 from Newsday Charities, a McCormick 
Foundation Fund.

Representatives of the seven organizations 
met with executives of Newsday Charities and 
the McCormick Foundation at Newsday, in 
Melville, New York. “We can’t say thank you 
enough,” Paul Fleishman, the paper’s vice 
president of public affairs, told them. 

“We acknowledge that your job is the 
hardest,” he said, in responding to needs 
generated by the massive storm that barreled 
through New York on October 29, bringing 
death and widespread destruction.

“The fact that you’re here today says a 
lot about your agencies,” Fleishman said, 
indicating that each of the organizations had 
passed through a rigorous granting process. “It 
is a measure of the confi dence we have that you 
will do the right thing” with the grant money.

The $100,000 grant was received by 
UMCOR’s U.S. Disaster Response executive 
Rev. Tom Hazelwood, accompanied by New 
York Annual Conference Disaster Response 
Coordinator Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie; and Long 

Island East District Superintendent Rev. 
Adrienne Brewington. 

Ewoodzie spoke of the invaluable 
contribution to Superstorm Sandy recovery 
made by United Methodist volunteers, “who 
came from all over the United States” to help in 
the wake of the storm. 

He explained that the thorough training 
UMCOR supplied to the volunteers, members of 
Early Response Teams, prepared them to assist 
storm survivors with both technical expertise 
and the reverence due the whole person who 
fi nds herself or himself in the midst of a crisis.

“The greatest resource The United 
Methodist Church has is its people,” Hazelwood 
underscored. He said that as recovery moves 
forward, UMCOR will be able to continue “to 
feed volunteers into Long Island to assist with 
community rebuilding efforts.”

He thanked Newsday Charities and the 
McCormick Foundation for their grant to 
UMCOR, which, he said, “is vital and helps us to 
do what we might not otherwise get done.”

Fleishman asked the grantees seated around 
a conference table to identify the “gaps” or 
new needs they perceived as their response to 
Hurricane Sandy unfolded over the previous 
months and which they felt were likely to 
intensify.

A list quickly emerged. It covered public 
health issues; trauma; a dearth of available 
housing; the need not only to repair and rebuild 
but to replicate special constructions included 

 BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor, The Vision

While homes damaged in Superstorm 
Sandy are being repaired and renovated, 
homeowners and their families must also deal 
with the psychological damage the disaster may 
have left behind. This hidden trauma may take 
years to overcome.

“Everyone has been dealing with the visible 
problems, we’re dealing with scars you don’t 
see,” said Paul Engel, a clinical social worker 
who is running a “Surviving Sandy” group at 
Oceanside United Methodist Church.

The support group, which is offered 
through the Foundation for Religion and 
Mental Health (FRMH), has been meeting since 
early December with eight to 10 participants 
each week. The fact that seven people showed 
up at a meeting on New Year’s Eve indicates 
just how important the support is for those 
who participate.

The meetings at Oceanside UMC are at 5:30 
p.m. on Mondays. Engel is also leading another 
group that meets 1 p.m. on Fridays at Temple 
Avodah in Oceanside, where he is a member.  
Both meetings are free and open to anyone in 
need of emotional support.

Engel hopes to be able to expand the Sandy 
support groups to Bellmore, Merrick, Island 
Park and Freeport by working with Project 
Hope, a new collaboration between state and 
local governments to provide outreach, crisis 
counseling and educational services for New 
Yorkers in the hardest hit areas of Hurricane 
Sandy. Project Hope is funded by an $8.2 
million grant from FEMA. 

Rev. Steve Phillips, pastor at Oceanside 
UMC, became acquainted FRMH during his 
tenure at Pleasantville UMC in Pleasantville, 
N.Y., and has welcomed the support group to 
the church. He noted that the homes of about 
20 families in the congregation had sustained 
signifi cant damage, including the home of 
retired pastor, Janet Porcher. They have 
received some direct help in the mucking out 
and demolition from the youth group at Jesse 
Lee Memorial UMC in Ridgefi eld, Conn.

Engel explained that many of the people 
who participate are dealing with more than

PHOTO COURTESY OF NEWSDAY 

UMCOR’s Rev. Tom Hazelwood (center) receives a check from Dale Cole, 
Community Affairs project manager for Newsday. They are fl anked by, 
from left to right, Bill Kohl, Communities Program director, McCormick 
Foundation; Rev. Adrienne Brewington, Long Island East district 
superintendent; Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie, New York Annual Conference 
Disaster Response coordinator; Kashif Shaikh, program offi cer, 
McCormick Foundation; and Paul Fleishman, vice president Public Affairs, 
Newsday. 

Continued on page 7 Continued on page 7



7February 15, 2013 NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

in many homes for aging or disabled family 
members; the loss of childcare and daycare 
facilities; the loss of employment and the re-
entry into the job force of retired persons to 
cover the costs of repair or rebuilding their 
homes; and the loss of small and medium-

just one issue.
“They are dealing with grief, with the loss 

of a loved one . . . on top of all the issues related 
to Sandy and the impact on their families,”
he said.

Engel can be contacted by phone at 516-547-
4318, or by email at frmh@optonline.net for 
information about the existing support groups, 
forming new ones, and the other counseling 
services that the foundation offers.

* * * * *

Out-of-state volunteer teams continue to 
help in the local relief effort. Here are thoughts 
from three teams about their time in New York:

Amanda Shenk
Shenandoah University, Winchester, 
Va. 

As spiritual life coordinator at United 
Methodist-affi liated Shenandoah University, 
Shenk came with a team of mostly students to 
Staten Island in early January. The group had 
trained as an early response team in November 
and was scheduled to go to North Carolina to 
help with Hurricane Irene repairs.

“But with the devastation of Hurricane 
Sandy, we decided to make the trip north once 
the open invitation for ERTs was sent out,” 
Shenk wrote in an email from the school in 
Winchester, Va.

“We were surprised by the fact that there 
was so much damage and there is still so much 
to do just to clean up, and this event is already 
out of the media,” Shenk noted. “There are still 
police on patrol in most damaged areas and 
a local food mission is still serving three hot 
meals a day.

“What I will remember most is the idea that 
when people gather together for a just cause 

and with a loving heart they can accomplish 
anything.”

The team worked with several homeowners 
and got to know two families very well.

“We even invited them for dinner at the 
church where we were staying,” Shenk wrote. 
“We cooked dinner for them and their families, 
and we felt so blessed to be a ray of hope to 
them, since they were so inspirational to us.”

John Kerastas
First UMC, Evanston, Ill. 

Kerastas was part of a four-person team led 
by his pastor, Rev. Jane Cheema. They made the 
trip to Brooklyn for a number of reasons.

“First, we have felt a call to provide a “caring 
Christian presence” in the wake of a natural 
disaster,” Kerastas wrote in an email.  “We 
also have the time and skill set that we thought 
could help. We heard about your ERT invitation 
through the North Central Jurisdiction.”

His veteran team, which included three 
members who are ERT certifi ed, has relief and 
renovation experience in Kentucky, Louisiana 
and Virginia. They were a bit surprised by their 
assignment in Brooklyn. 

“We expected to be working on individual 
homes,” Kerastas wrote. “Instead we mucked 
out the basement of a Seventh-day Adventist 
church, and did demo at a Baptist church. It 
was clear, though, that our contributions were 
greatly appreciated. And, as you might expect, 
we felt we received more than we gave.”

Working in a very cramped, dark and moldy 
basement crawl space was quite challenging for 
the group, but they persevered.

“The people we met couldn›t have been 
more gracious or welcoming or genuine,” 
Kerastas noted. “As a show of appreciation, one 
parishioner took us on a ‘behind-the-scenes’ 
tour of the New York subway system’s 60-acre 
repair shop—which was wonderful.”

Tom Matthews
Livingston Cares and SUNY-Geneseo

As associate dean of leadership and service 
at Geneseo, Tom Matthews knows what it takes 
to get college students to volunteer for disaster 
relief projects. Students from the university have 
made 26 trips to Biloxi, Miss., to assist in the 
rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina.

With many students from Long Island and 
the metropolitan area, it seemed obvious that 
a team would travel to Staten Island, one of the 
hardest-hit areas in the wake of Superstorm 
Sandy. Twenty students and staff members 
worked to gut nine homes in New Dorp Beach, 
Ocean Breeze, and Oakwood Beach for fi ve 
days in mid-January. The volunteers are part of 
a larger group called Livingston Cares, which 
encompasses SUNY Geneseo and Livingston 
County.

Livingston Cares was formed post-Katrina 
as a non-profi t public charity that would join 
together the resources of the college and the 
community to offer broad-based assistance. 
That organization made a 10-year commitment 
to help in Biloxi.

The group received work assignments on 
Staten Island through Pastor Matt Schaeffer at 
Bethel UMC, and stayed at the Joan and Alan 
Bernikow Jewish Community Center in Sea View. 
Matthews, who has worked with the United 
Methodist Church in his trips to Biloxi, had faith 
that all the details would work out.

“There’s a certain trust (in traveling on 
relief trips) it will all work out because of our 
connection with the United Methodist Church,” 
he said.

Livingston Cares will be back with another 
group of 28 people during spring break, and 
another 14 are already scheduled for May.

“The students are great,” Matthews said. 
“They always do a terrifi c job.”  

Support Groups Help Heal Invisible Scars
Continued from page 6

$100,000 Grant To UMCOR for Sandy Relief
size businesses, to name a few looming issues 
associated with the storm.

Comparisons of Hurricane Sandy to 
Hurricane Katrina and 9/11 abound, said 
Hazelwood, but funding levels are very different 
now.

“Income [for relief and recovery work] 

is far below what it was following those two 
disasters. Achieving new funding and working 
collaboratively will be so important.”

In addition to UMCOR, grantees also 
included FEGS, Long Island Volunteer Center, 
Catholic Charities, Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul, Points of Light, and the Salvation Army.

Continued from page 6

SANDY RECOVERY
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BY SUSAN COOPER
Kansas Communications

Rev. Clif Christopher, author of “Not Your 
Parents’ Offering Plate,” believes most churches 
ask for money in completely the wrong way.

Instead of showing the value of donating to 
the church’s ministry, they give a “doom and 
gloom” picture of the budget and even how 
close the church is to closing the doors for good.

That’s all wrong, according to Christopher, 
who has some 20 years of pastoral experience 
and is a member of the Arkansas Conference.

“If you expect success, you must answer 
the question, ‘Why do you deserve the support 
you’re asking people to give you?’ ”

He said non-profi ts—not churches—have 
identifi ed the correct way to elicit donations.

“People want to see evidence. Where are 
the lives that are being changed? Non-profi ts 
communicate how they’re changing lives over 
and over again,” Christopher said.

Non-profi ts are dependent on people 
choosing to give money, so the non-profi ts can 
do their missions.

“They craft everything around why people 
choose to give,” he said.

The cover stories in their newsletters are 
usually about how a specifi c person’s life was 
changed.

“They’re telling you a story that, when you 
read it, makes you feel, ‘By golly, I gave my 
money, and something was done.’”

Christopher said the number one reason 
people give is that they believe in the institution. 
They believe it is a place that’s changing lives. 
It’s a place where they want to give. If they don’t 
believe in it, they don’t give anymore. They’re 
choosing to give where they see an impact being 
made, where they’re changing lives.

As an example, St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital does a half-hour infomercial four times 
a year.

“They spend 30 minutes telling me the story 
of one child. I get the impression that if I give 
money to St. Jude’s, they will make sick 3-year-
olds well,” Christopher said.

“What do I see in our church newsletters? Do 
I see the story of someone who’s found Jesus, 
who’s found new life? Do I get a witness to 
your mission? No . . . Reading about a women’s 
group bazaar doesn’t make me want to give my 
10 percent.

“If I keep fl ipping the pages, I’ll fi nd out how 

short they are this year, how close they are to 
bankruptcy.”

Another reason people give to non-profi ts is 
belief in the organization’s fi scal stability.

“No one wants to give to a sinking ship,” 
Christopher said.

“You won’t fi nd bad news in non-profi t 
newsletters. They know that doesn’t motivate 
people to give. They talk about what they’ve 
done and how more money can expand on 
that.”

Many churches operate “in the hole” for 
11 months of the year. December is the month 
when people give the most and when churches 
go back “in the black.” Christopher said there’s 
nothing unusual about that.

However, this seems to encourage churches 
to highlight how much they’re “in the red” 
throughout the year.

“Pastors are told to ‘give it to the 
congregation’ from the pulpit,” Christopher 
said.

The reasoning for presenting a dire fi nancial 
situation seems to be, “when they see how far 
behind we are, they’ll throw their wallets at the 
chancellery. That’s the dumbest reasoning I’ve 
ever heard!”

Focusing on debt is founded on the fear that 
people will quit giving if a church has a fi nancial 
surplus. But successful non-profi ts don’t give 

messages about being behind fi nancially, and 
people believe the non-profi ts are using their 
money wisely.

Churches need to promote what they do. 
The church’s “product” is changed human 
beings, according to Christopher, who is is the 
founder and president of Horizons Stewardship 
Company.

A cross in front of a church is advertising, 
“This is a place of changed lives. This is a place 
where Jesus can change your life,” Christopher 
said.

Churches should be telling the story of those 
changed lives.

“Before you start cutting budgets, maybe 
you should have a meeting and ask, ‘How are we 
changing lives?’ ”

It’s also important to remember to thank the 
congregation for giving.

“Every non-profi t is aware of the need 
to thank their donors. We are the worst at 
thanking our donors. Non-profi ts send thank-
you’s within 24 hours of receiving donations. 
All we do is send a statement of giving at the 
end of the year after our members have donated 
52 times during the year,” Christopher said.

“People react positively to being thanked. 
Down the road, this helps stewardship. If 
members notice the pastor appreciates them, 
they’re more willing to give back.” 

Churches Should Stop Begging, Start Telling 
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The Jazz of 
Good News

Rev. Nat Dixon announces a 
new DVD release that features 
his original musical compositions 
and preaching centered on the 
same biblical text. The concerts 
were fi lmed over three days in 
December 2011, with preaching 
by the Rev. Dr. Bill Shillady, Rev. 
Joel Gibson, Rev. Leo Curry, Rev. 
Scott Somerville, Rev. Dr. Gordon 
A.R. Edwards, Rev. Jeff Wells, Lori 
Hartman, and music by the Rev. 
Nat Dixon Quartet. “GOJA” music 
is a term coined by Dixon meaning 
gospel jazz or “Good News” jazz, 
which describes his renewed call 
and commitment to God through 
his musical compositions. Anyone 
interested in the DVDs can email 
Dixon at, saxrack@aol.com.

Life Review Reinforces Worth for Elderly
BY JIM STINSON
Consultant on Older Adult Ministry

I grow old . . . I grow old . . .
I shall wear the bottoms of my trousers rolled.

Since my days in college, where I majored 
in English, there are certain lines of poetry that 
suddenly pop into my head. Long after I’ve 
forgotten the details of a specifi c poem, the 
words simply reappear, almost daring me to 
recollect their setting and their meaning. These 
words from T. S. Eliot’s “The Love Song of J. 
Alfred Prufrock” did exactly that the other day.

I knew the words came from this poem.  I 
even knew the poem, among other things, 
refl ected Eliot as a young man, as he mused 
about the meaning and worth of his life.   
However, I had forgotten just how morose 
the poem appeared to me when I fi rst read 
it as a young man bursting with energy and 
enthusiasm, certain of my own ability to make a 
mark for the better on the world.

The memory came back as I reread the poem 
for the fi rst time in nearly 50 years. Suddenly 
the feelings came back, the feelings that wanted 
to scream at the questions Eliot raises in the 
poem. The feelings came as I reread the lines 
that follow his thoughts about the directions 

and possibilities of his life, the 
lines that ask if, after all is said 
and done, And would it have 
been worth it, after all, would it 
have been worthwhile, after the 
sunsets and the dooryards and the 
sprinkled streets . . . would it have 
been worth while?  

Eliot, it seemed to this naïve, starstruck 
young man, sounded way too self-involved. 
Why couldn’t he simply live and enjoy, 
embracing every moment? Why did he have to 
analyze the life out of living? Why did he have 
to worry about whether his life had meaning? Of 
course, it did!

I guess those questions never were answered 
to my satisfaction.  But be that as it may, the 
musings led me to refl ect on my life and to 
ask some of the same questions. At 70-plus 
years of age, I see life and the world differently 
than I did as a naïve, idealistic 19-year-old. I 
now know the many ways of life that bring a 
person to question the reason and worth of it 
all.  But even that is not the point of these inner 
thoughts.  The point is that older adults often 
fi nd themselves examining their life, asking 
questions of relevance, asking in their own way: 
“After all would it have been worth while?”

In fact, it is such a common occurrence that 

it has its own vocabulary and has 
sparked a fi eld of activity among 
those who work with older adults. 
It is called Life Review. It is a 
practice that encourages older 
folks to reminisce, and review 
the events in their lives. It is a 

movement that recognizes that the importance 
of a person’s life becomes clearer, as it is 
reviewed. In examining one’s life, the lives that 
have been touched by the reviewer are recalled, 
the wisdom gained over a lifetime is revealed, 
and questions often give way to answers.

So, in ministry with older adults, create 
environments in which review is welcomed and 
shared, environments which value reminiscing 
as a gift of enlightenment, rather than another 
“story I have to hear, another story I’ve heard 
a hundred time before.” Allow people to ask 
the question, for only in asking can answers be 
found.

I grow old . . . I grow old . . .
I shall wear the bottoms of my trousers rolled.
And as I do, as our parishioners do, as our 

parents do, allow us this practice. Let them be 
in a place where it is seen as a safe and essential 
part of the journey of life.   Allow them to 
discover that, in fact, their lives have been, and 
still are, worthwhile.
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Super “Souper” Giving—The Sunday School children, above, 
of Christ Church United Methodist in Beacon, N.Y., collected more than 
110 cans of soup on Souper Bowl Sunday. The food will go to Beacon’s 
Salvation Army Food Pantry, according to Pastor Tony Beck. A young 
member, left, of the Kaaterskill UMC counts the donations collected in 
three containers marked Baltimore Ravens, San Francisco 49ers and 
“What’s a Superbowl?” After churchgoers voted their preferences, more 
than $338 had been raised for the Kaaterskill Food Pantry.

Name Change Focuses on Servanthood

Parris Award Nominations Sought

BY PETER O’NEILL
Lay Servant Ministry is a United Methodist 

system in which laity can develop their skills in 
leadership, care giving and communication. A 
lay servant receives specifi c training to develop 
skills in witnessing to the Christian faith through 
spoken communication, church and community 
leadership, and care-giving ministries. Accord-
ing to the Book of Discipline, a lay servant is a 
professing member of a local church or charge 
conference who is “ready and desirous to serve 
the Church and who is well informed on and 
committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, 
heritage, organization, and life of the United 
Methodist Church.”  

If all of this sounds familiar, that’s because 
our 2012 General Conference adopted resolu-
tions that changed the name and scope of what 
was previously Lay Speaking Ministries to Lay 
Servant Ministries (LSM).  Since the term “lay 
speaker” was closely associated with preaching, 
many potential leaders avoided the training op-
portunities that could develop their skills and 
enhance their spiritual gifts. Lay servant better 
refl ects the three aspects of leadership, commu-
nicating and care-giving.  

So what does this all mean?  Well, if you have 
shied away from taking lay speaking courses in 
the past because preaching and leading worship 
is “not your thing,” think now about becoming 
a lay servant. Anyone who serves in a leadership 
position in the local church will benefi t from the 

basic course, and there are a wide variety of ad-
vanced courses to improve skills in many non-
preaching areas of Christian service.

If you were previously a local church lay 
speaker, as of January 1, you are now a local 
church lay servant. If you were a certifi ed lay 
speaker, you are now a certifi ed lay servant.  
Nothing has changed except the title. Certi-
fi ed lay servants may serve beyond their local 
churches and fi ll other pulpits upon request. 
Both local church and certifi ed lay servants 
must be affi rmed annually by their local charge 
conferences, and meet the minimum training 
requirements every three years. Training is 
administered throughout the conference under 
the direction of the six District Committees on 
Lay Servant Ministries. As the scope of lay ser-
vanthood is expanded, local churches may wish 

to consider using the basic course as a training 
class in the local congregation.

The 2012 General Conference also put in place 
a new position, under the LSM umbrella, for indi-
viduals looking for greater training and profess-
ing a deeper commitment for lay servant minis-
try through preaching. Also called “lay speaker,” 
there will be a more strenuous training regimen 
required, and our conference committee is cur-
rently working on the guidelines for the recogni-
tion of persons who will seek this position.

To take a look at the the lay servant classes 
being offered around the conference, please got 
to: http://nyac.com/events/index?area=7.

O’Neill, who currently serves as the conference 
director of LSM, is a certifi ed lay servant and 
member of the Babylon UMC.

Nominations are now being accepted 
for the Shirley Parris Service Award for 
exceptional, uncompensated service to the 
United Methodist connection. Nominees 
should exemplify the selfl ess and loving 
example of Parris, whose lifelong devotion to 
Jesus Christ was expressed through her service 
to the local church, the New York Annual 
Conference, and the jurisdictional and general 
conferences. 

Nominations for the 2013 award are due by 

May 1. Nominees may be either lay or clergy; 
each nomination should include a descriptive 
resume of that individual’s service to his or her 
local church, the district, annual conference, 
jurisdiction and the general church. The 
nomination form is available on the conference 
web site at: http://nyac.com/pages/detail/1897.

Completed nominations should be sent 
to: Renata Smith, Conference Lay Leader, 
331 Tecumseh Ave. Mt. Vernon, NY 10553; 
questions to: renata10553@yahoo.com.
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Actor Ving Rhames, left, and Executive Producer Dr. Sanjay Gupta on the 
set of “Monday Mornings” a new medical drama on TNT. 

Clergy May Benefit from Monday Review
By REV. THOMAS GOODHUE

An old joke asks, “What is the most 
important assignment in medical school?” 
The answer: “Learning to impersonate 
God.” Another bit of black humor holds that 
surgeons bury their mistakes.

In truth, I suspect, doctors are more 
serious about learning from their errors than 
is the case in nearly any other occupation. 
They have woven the review of questionable 
treatment into the routine of hospitals. 
Now the new TNT dramatic series “Monday 
Mornings” takes us inside these weekly 
morbidity and mortality conferences (M & 
M) to see how physicians come together for 
confi dential examinations of mistakes made in 
caring for patients.

Based on the acclaimed novel Monday 
Mornings by Dr. Sanjay Gupta, a neurosurgeon 
who also serves as CNN’s chief medical corre-
spondent, this series from the award-winning 
producer David E. Kelley is set in the fi ctional 
Chelsea General Hospital in Portland, Oregon. 
It shows us how medical professionals face 
life-and-death decisions every day and often 
must make quick decisions based on incom-
plete information. A recurring theme of this 
drama is how hard it is to have enough confi -
dence and ego strength to do this work with-
out becoming arrogant and overly confi dent.

Chief of Surgery Harding Hooten (played 
by Alfred Molina) unleashes his greatest wrath 
on those whose egotism exceeds their skills, 
but he also uses the M & M conferences to 
dissect communication failures. He praises 
Dr. Sung Park (Keong Sim) for his abilities 
as a surgeon, for example, but also points 
out how lack of communication skills infl icts 
emotional pain needlessly on his patients and 
their families.

In one episode, Hooten lambasts doctors 
who ignored a stroke victim’s “do not 
resuscitate” order and put the man on a 
ventilator even though he was brain dead. The 
surgeons, who were striving heroically to save 
their patient, point out that the DNR is not 
legally binding on them in an operating room.

“But why did this man make an advance 
care directive in the fi rst place?” Hooten asks. 
Wasn’t it because he wished to spare his wife 
the agony of having to decide to pull the plug? 
It may be legal to disregard his decision, but is 
it right? Dr. Park, who initially maintains that 
he did nothing wrong, eventually apologizes to 
the grieving widow.

Wondering if Monday Mornings took 
excessive artistic license in pursuit of 
entertainment, I asked a physician I know 

(who also leads her local mosque) if the fi rst 
three episodes I previewed resembled real-life 
M&M conferences. She assured me that they 
did. Yes, debriefi ng medical disasters often 
was quite heated and more confrontational 
than collegial—though it takes a great deal of 
respect for your colleagues to let them review 
your mistakes. And often, she added, the 
conferences focus not on egregious medical 
practice but on failures of communication.

I wonder how much better my seminary 
education would have been if we had held 
weekly conferences about how we handled our 
most diffi cult cases? And I wonder how much 
better our practice of ministry might be if we 

institutionalized this sort of confi dential but 
compulsory review of how we do our work?

Monday Mornings premiered on the TNT 
cable service on Feb. 4, at 10 p.m. Its cast 
includes Ving Rhames as trauma chief Jorge 
Villanueva, Bill Irwin as the abrasive and 
cocky Dr. Buck Tierney, and Jamie Bamber, 
Jennifer Finnigan, Sarayu Rao and Emily 
Swallow as gifted young doctors who all have 
something yet to learn. This is a new series 
that is defi nitely worth watching and one that 
has something to teach all of us.

Goodhue, an elder in the NYAC, is the executive 
director of the Long Island Council of Churches.

Webinars Offered on Part-Time Clergy
Session 1: A Church Calls a Part-
Time Pastor
Rev. Dr. Robert R. LaRochelle
Tuesday, March 5, 7–8 p.m.

Session explores the phenomenon of local 
churches hiring a part-time pastor. It will 
examine obstacles to this approach, and offer 
specifi c, practical suggestions for local churches 
and search committees. The relationship 
between part-time pastor and fulltime church 
will be explored. Cost: $15/subscriber, and $20/
non-subscribers.

Session 2: The Part-Time Pastor
Rev. Dr. Robert R. LaRochelle
Tuesday, March 12, 7–8 p.m.

Session explores realistic expectations for a 
pastor in a part-time pastoral setting. It looks at 
concrete issues such as: hours spent ‘on the job’, 
prioritization, and the pastor’s relationship with 
others ministering within the local congregation.  
It is designed to give local churches a look at the 
issues to consider when exploring the part-time 
ministerial model. Cost: $15/subscriber and 
$20/non-subscribers.

To register for the webinars, to go http://www.prcli.org/, and click on the “Workshops and 
Webinars” tab.
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Rev. Lucile C. Hill 
The Reverend Lucile C. Hill died January 25 at age 68.
A native of Chester, Penn., Hill was ordained a full elder in The United 

Methodist Church in 2007. She served Long Island People’s UMC from 
2004-2008 and Epworth UMC in the Bronx, from 2008 until her death. 
During her illness, her husband of 48 years, Rev. Ellis Hill, assisted with 
her duties at Epworth UMC.

In addition to her husband, Hill is survived by daughters, Kim Hill and 
Tonya Hill-Grant, and a granddaughter, Heavenly Hill-Grant.

A funeral service was held February 1 at the Springfi eld Gardens UMC, 
Queens, N.Y. Messages of condolence may be sent to: Rev. Ellis Hill, PO 
Box 340742, Jamaica, NY 11434-0742.

Rev. Dr. William M. James
The Reverend Dr. William 

Marcus James, who was a mentor, 
friend and spiritual advisor to 
hundreds of clergy in the New York 
Annual Conference and across the 
country, died January 18, at age 97.

A Mississippi native, James 
received his license to preach 
in Kentucky in 1936 and was 
ordained a deacon in the South 
Indiana Conference in 1938. Two 
years later, he was ordained an 
elder in the New York Conference 
and appointments to East Calvary 
in Harlem, and Trinity Methodist 
Church in the Bronx followed. in a 
changing neighborhood. In 1952, 
James began serving Community Methodist Church in Harlem, which 
became the Metropolitan Community UMC in 1971. James ministered to 
this congregation for 33 years until “retiring” in 1985, but continued his 
ministry to young people and to the Harlem community.

Rev. James served in New York City and Harlem during the Civil 
Rights movement, the urban rebellion and the Vietnam War. He led 
nearly 100 men and women into the ministry of The United Methodist 
Church, as well as other denominations.

His ministry reached well beyond the local church. At the conference 
level, James could always be counted on to fi ght for racial equality and 
to oppose war. He was also an early champion of gay and lesbian rights. 
He served on the board of the United Methodist City Society, a mission 
agency of the church in the metropolitan region, where he helped shape 
the church’s response to the urban crisis. He was also a delegate to eight 
general and jurisdictional conferences, where he was a key leader in the 
struggle to end the Central Jurisdiction, the segregated jurisdiction of the 
Methodist Church.

James was preceded in death by his wife of more than 60 years, 
Juanita, and a son, Edward James. He is survived by daughter-in-law Jade; 
grandchildren, Ryan James and Kyle James; and great-grandchildren, 
Khloe and Makhi.

A memorial service will be held Saturday, February 23 at 10 a.m. at 

Salem United Methodist Church, 2190 Adam Clayton Powell Blvd., New 
York, NY 10027.

In lieu of fl owers, the family requests donations to the Reverend 
William James Memorial Scholarship Fund, c/o United Methodist City 
Society, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1922, New York, NY 10115. Checks 
should be made payable to: UMCS; please designate: “Rev. James 
Scholarship Fund” in the memo line.

Rev. Gerard B. Pollock 
The Reverend Gerard B. Pollock, 80, died January 16, after a brief 

illness.
A Brooklyn native, Gerry—as he was known—attended Tilden 

High School, the Stony Brook School, Houghton College and seminaries 
at Alfred University, Boston University and the Hartford Theological 
Seminary.

Pollock served the NYAC for more than 35 years as pastor at Hillsdale 
and North Hillsdale, Lakeville, Pawling and Poughquag. He also served 
the Arkport, Bishopville and South Dansville churches in the Genesee 
Conference. Following retirement in 1994, Pollock continued to serve as 
interim pastor in Mannsville, N.Y., while also providing pastoral services 
as needed in surrounding towns.

For a decade, Pollock served as secretary of Archives and History for 
the Northeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church. He also 
served as a trustee of the Dempster Grove Camp Meeting Association 
in New Haven, N.Y., and was a member of the Selkirk Sailing Club after 
retirement.

He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Emma Ruth Pollock; three 
daughters, Nancy (Dennis) Williams of Millerton, N.Y.; Dr. Susan 
(Dr. Chris) May of Avon, Conn.; Heidi (Dr. Mark) Versland of Avon, 
Conn.; and a son, Christopher (Chrissie) Pollock of Houghton, N.Y.; 
and grandchildren: Gregory, Andrew, and Eric May; Luke and Matthew 
Versland; and Calvin, Zebulon and Hudson Pollock.

A funeral service was held January 26 at Mannsville UMC. A memorial 
service is being planned at Lakeville UMC this spring.

Contributions in Pollock’s memory may be made to the Mannsville or 
Ellisburg United Methodist Churches. Expressions of sympathy may be 
sent to Mrs. Emma Pollock, PO Box 336, Mannsville, NY 13661.

Judith-Ann Grant
Judith-Ann (Clamser) Grant, widow of Rev. Howard L. Grant, died on 

January 4, in Glastonbury, Conn., at age 71.
 Born in Brooklyn, Grant was a graduate of the New York Institute of 

Finance, Manhattan.  Her husband, who died in 2005, served the Glendale 
and Katonah churches in New York.  

Grant had lived in Glastonbury for the past 20 years, and was an active 
member of the Wethersfi eld UMC. She is survived by her sister Jacqueline 
(Thomas) Donowski of North Patchogue, N.Y.; a brother, Bruce Clamser, 
of North Carolina; a niece and fi ve nephews.   

A funeral service was held January 10 at the Mulryan Funeral Home, 
followed by burial at the Green Cemetery, Glastonbury.  

Memorial donations may be made to the Wethersfi eld UMC, 150 
Prospect St., Wethersfi eld, CT 06109. 

 

OBITUARIES

Rev. Dr. William M. James

Continued on page 13
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Kathryn Jean Lee 
Kathryn Jean (Paine) Lee, 72, died December 

21, 2012. She was the widow of the Rev. Charles 
(“Chuck”) Lee who died eight years ago. She 
supported his ministry through appointments 
at First UMC in Norwalk, Conn., and in New 
York at First UMC in New Rochelle, Center 
Moriches, Hillside, New Hyde Park, Bushwick 
Avenue in Brooklyn, Bellmore, and Greenport 
and Orient, until he retired in 2004.

Lee was an accomplished musician who 
began her musical journey at the age three, 
picking out radio tunes on the piano. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree in music; a master’s 
of sacred music and a master’s of library 
science. Lee shared her talent with several 
churches as music director.

A sister, Virginia (Gini) Drummond, 
survives; expressions of sympathy may be sent 
to her at: 146 E. Gate Lane, Hamden, CT 06514.

OBITUARIES (Cont.)
A memorial service was held January 5 at the 

Seventh Day Adventist Church, in New Haven, 
Conn. Please consider a donation to the ALS 
Association or your favorite charity.

Anna Mirabelli 
Anna Mirabelli, the widow of Rev. Bobbie 

Rousch, died on December 17, 2012, at age 88. 
Anna was the widow of Rev. Bobbie Rousch. 
Anna and Pastor Rousch had three children: 
Bradley Rousch, Susan Albert and Bobbie M. 
Rousch.

Pastor Rousch was a full-time local 
pastor who served from 1971-1980 at the 
following churches: Rock Hill, Wurtsboro & 
Phillipsport: Mamakating; East Branch, Fish’s 
Eddy & Harvard; and Newburg: Gardnertown. 
Following Pastor Bobbie’s death in 1980, Anna 
was married to Anthony Mirabelli in 1984.

Appointments 
Announced

like the title track from her latest CD, “Perfect 
Timing.” The song was inspired by Ecclesiastes 
3:1 and offers the lament, “let hope be your 
guide.”

In Thursday’s session with the bishop, 
McLee addressed how he and the cabinet will be 
looking at pastoral gifts and graces, not salary, 
location or experience in making placements. 
McLee noted the cabinet’s efforts to place an 
emphasis on young clergy, who traditionally 
have not been “feeling embraced” across the 
denomination. He also shared plans to better 

living out the challenge of being a church of 
“Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors.”

Reverend Sears possesses an authentic 
spiritual presence. Her effectiveness is a 
treasure to our Conference, and I ask you to join 
me in celebrating her new appointment.

Reverend Sears holds a B.S. from Dillard 
University, New Orleans, Louisiana, a M.S. 
from Bank Street College of Education, 
New York, New York, and the M.Div. from 
Drew University, Madison, New Jersey. She 
earned her D.Min. from Drew University in 
Congregational Growth and Development in 
May, 2011.

Active in the community, the Reverend Sears 
is a member of the Coalition of Mutual Respect; 
Citizens for A Better New Rochelle; Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., and is a chaplain for the 
New Rochelle Police Department. She is married 
to Mr. Wendell T. Sears and they are the proud 
parents of two sons, Daniel and William.

All my prayers,
Bishop Martin D. McLee

* * * * *

The bishop has also announced the 
following new appointments, effective 
July 1, unless otherwise noted:

Karen Cook to Bethel (CT) UMC; 
Cook currently serves the UMC of 
Wallingford.

Carolyn (Carole) Paynter to Bethel 
UMC in Brooklyn, as a district hire 
serving less than fulltime, effective 
February 1.

Barbara Mungin to Asbury UMC, 
Croton-On-Hudson; Mungin currently 
serves the UMC of Hempstead.

Roslyn Lee to Grace UMC in 
Lindenhurst; Lee currently serves less 
than fulltime at Dix Hills.

Karen Karpow to Memorial UMC 
White Plains; Karpow currently serves 
Danbury.

Time of Renewal
prepare pastors and congregations to deal with 
cross-racial appointments.

“You should get ready for change. God is an 
agent of change,” McLee said.

McLee admitted that as bishop he has 
“never felt as purposed as I do now . . . I feel 
God’s presence with a thickness.” He shared 
the emotions of his visit to Newtown UMC the 
Sunday after the shootings at the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School. He became aware of the 
signifi cance of his presence there when one of 
the worshippers told him, “We need you to be 
strong. We need you to encourage us.”

UMCOR Offer Children’s 
Disaster Training

The United Methodist Committee on Relief is partnering with Children’s Disaster Services 
(CDS) to offer training on how to care for children during times of disaster. The training in 
scheduled for March 15–16 at the Stratford Municipal Center, 68 Birdseye Street, Stratford, 
Conn.

CDS, a ministry of the Church of the Brethren, has been caring for children after disasters 
in shelters and assistance centers by providing volunteers specially trained and certifi ed to care 
for these children.  Using techniques that utilize toys that encourage expression, volunteers 
provide a calm, safe and reassuring presence in the midst of the chaos created by a disaster.  The 
workshop is open to anyone over the age of 18. Cost of the workshop including meals, materials 
and overnight is $45 or $55, depending on date of registration. For details and information 
on what to expect, go to: http://www.brethren.org/cds/training/dates.html. Contact: Bruce 
Lockwood by e-mail: lockwoodbruce@comcast.net, or at 860 883-4280, with questions.
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