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For some, the New Year brings 
a new beginning. For others, it 
may mean a renewed hope for a 
healthy and prosperous new year. 
For thousands of Superstorm 
Sandy survivors, January brings 
the uncertainty of returning 
to their homes and moving on 
with their everyday lives. There 
are thousands who remain in 
temporary housing and living in 
unhealthy situations. There are 
homes that are still mold infested, 
some without heat or water; and 
for many, time and funds are 
running out. 

The first anniversary of Sandy 
was marked with memorial 
services, candlelight vigils, and 
press conferences, remembering 
both the destruction of the storm 
and the strength and resiliency of 
the human spirit. 

Churches, pastors and 
members of the New York Annual 
Conference have been on the front 
lines of the relief and recovery 
efforts since the beginning. While 
they have worked tirelessly to 
help Sandy survivors in our 
communities, there is much more 
work to be done to return our 
residents to safe, sanitary and 
habitable homes. It is estimated 
that for many survivors, recovery 
to a “new normal” will take up to 
several years. 

SANDY RECOVERY

What
A Difference
A Day
Can Make

Yvonne Augustin, right, 
loves to read from her 
book, “Rag Doll Tales,” 
at schools and churches, 
like the daycare Center 
in Brooklyn, where her 
son works. She created 
“Eugene,” above, to 
help children physically 
engage with her rag doll 
stories. 

Rag Doll 
Shares Tales 
Of History, 
Transition

While teaching for 35 years 
in the New York City school 
system, Yvonne Augustin saw 
many youngsters in her classes 
struggling with the move to a new 
school. She noticed that the sixth 
to eighth graders who came from 
other countries, and sometimes 
other states, had the most 
difficulty adjusting to their new 
surroundings. The vocal music 
teacher wanted to find some way to 
help kids adjust to life changes and 

deal with their fears.
So she came up with a rag doll 

named “Eugene” and a book of 
stories that blends the importance 
of family and the power of love 
with an understanding of history. 
“Rag Doll Tales” includes five 
generational stories about a rag 
doll that is passed down through 
one African-American family from 
the days of slavery through the 
Civil Rights era on into the early 
1990s.

The stories reveal the triumphs 
and struggles that each generation 
of the family endured. When 
Augustin, who is a member of St. 
John’s United Methodist Church 
in Elmont, N.Y., began to write the 
first story, she considered what it 
must have been like to be a slave 
parent and have one’s child taken 

away.
“I can’t imagine how difficult 

that was for a mother . . . to never 
see her child again,” said Augustin, 
who has two grown children with 
her husband, Lys.

The book’s opening story 
explains the origins of the rag 
doll made by a young slave 
mother, Mabel, the night before 
her daughter, Natty, was to be 
sold away from her. The mother 
named the doll Eugene, after 
Natty’s father, so she would always 
remember his name. But as the 
wagon carrying Natty pulled 
away, the child said, “Her name is 
Eugene Mama Mabel”—a name 
honoring both her parents.

As the rag doll is passed 
down through the generations, 

Continued on page 8
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The News of the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church

1/18 & 25 Learn to Lead Small Groups
This 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. course, open to all laity, blends knowledge 

about the dynamics of small groups with our call to form disciples. This 
is an advanced lay servant class with a three-year certification upon 
completion. Fellowship and sign-in begins at 8:30 a.m. at the UMC of 
Waterbury, 250 Country Club Road, Waterbury, Conn. Cost for this two-
session course sponsored by Connecticut District Lay Servant Ministries 
is $15. Please mail your check payable to “CT District,” along with your 
name, address, phone number, email, district, and church to: Dorothy 
Chamberlain, CT District Office, 20 Broadfield Rd., Hamden, CT 06517. 
For further details, please contact Mary Brevigleiri, Connecticut District 
lay servant director, at mbrevigleiri@perrytechnology.com, or 860-307-
4611. Please bring a bag lunch.

1/18–25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity invites the whole Christian 

community throughout the world to pray in communion with the prayer 
of Jesus “that they all may be one.” The 2014 theme poses the question 
“Has Christ been divided?” (1Cor 1:1–17). Resources can be found on 
the World Council of Churches web site, www.oikoumene.org, or at 
www.gccuic-umc.org, the web site of the Office of Christian Unity and 
Interreligious Relationships.

1/26 Volunteers in Mission Training
All those interested in leading or participating in local, national and 

international mission projects are encouraged to attend this training 
session from 1–6 p.m. at Centerport UMC, 97 Little Neck Rd., Centerport, 
N.Y. Registration fee is $5 per person. You will receive an offi cial NYAC-
UMVIM photo identifi cation after this training. A safe sanctuary 
background check is required for the photo ID and costs $10 per person. 
Register at, www.nyac.com/eventdetail/87205.

2/13 Clergy Pre-Retirement Seminar 
The seminar meets from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at New York Annual 

Conference Center, Learning Center, 20 Soundview Avenue, White Plains, 
N.Y. Contact Sally Truglia, at 914-615-2220 or struglia@nyac.com, for 
more information.

2/15 Emergency Response Team Training
This eight-hour training is for anyone new to ERT, or as a renewal for 

those previously certified. Certification is good for three years. 9 a.m.–5 
p.m. at Mary Taylor Memorial UMC, 168 Broad St., Milford, Conn. 
Trainer is Rev. Dr. M. Craig Fitzsimmons, UMCOR certified trainer and 
pastor at the Clinton (CT) UMC. A complimentary lunch will be provided 
by the host church. Cost: $10 to cover required background check. 
Registration deadline is February 10. For more info, contact Mary Lou 
Kampert at mtmumc@sbcglobal.net, or 203.874.1982, ext. 10.

2/15, 22 & 3/1 Basic Lay Servant Class 
A lay servant is an active, supportive member of a United Methodist 

congregation who is eager to be in ministry through the church. Lay 
servant ministries offers training opportunities for laity who would like 
to use their witness, leadership, and service to inspire others to a deeper 
commitment to Christ and a more effective discipleship. Course meets  
on three Saturdays at Trinity UMC in South Meriden, Conn.; fellowship  
at 8:30 a.m.; classes begin promptly at 9 a.m. and end at 4 p.m. Cost is 
$15. Contact Mary Brevigleiri, Connecticut district lay servant director,  
at mbrevigleiri@perrytechnology.com.

3/15 & 22 Living Our Methodist Beliefs 
This is an advanced lay servant ministry class certified by the General 

Board of Discipleship as one of the required classes towards lay speaker 
designation. Jerry Eyster will lead the class from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Fellowship and sign-in begin at 8:30 a.m. at the UMC of Westport and 
Weston, 49 Weston Road, Westport, Conn. Cost is $15. For details and 
registration info, go to: http://www.nyac.com/eventdetail/76820.

3/28–30 IGNITE Weekend for Youth 
“SWAG: Standing With the Armor of God” is the theme for this annual 

gathering of conference youth (ages 11–18) for worship, games, a DJ 
dance party, and workshops. The HYPE praise band will be back, too! 
Cost for the weekend at Quinipet Retreat Center, 99 Shore Rd., Shelter 
Island Heights, N.Y., is early bird $159; after February 28: $179. To 
register your group, go to: www.nyac.com/eventdetail/87841. Optional 
bus service may be available for $50 per person if enough groups are 
interested. Please contact Greg Nissen at Camp Quinipet at 631-749-0430, 
as soon as possible if you are interested in the bus.

4/5 Team Vital Evangelism Seminar
The conference’s Team Vital training continues with featured guest 

Rev. Jorge Acevedo focusing on “Vital: Churches Changing Communities 
and the World.” Acevedo is the lead pastor at Grace Church, a multi-
site, United Methodist congregation in Southwest Florida. His greatest 

Continued on page 10
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TEAM VITAL PRESENTS

Vital: Churches Changing 
Communities & the World

Featured guest speaker: Rev. Jorge Acevedo, 
author of Vital: Churches Changing Communities and the 
World

When: April 5, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.; light breakfast/
registration begins at 8am. Lunch is provided.

Where: Crowne Plaza in Southbury, Conn. 
Who should come: Pastors and leadership 

teams.
Registration: $75 per church.

Acevedo is the lead pastor at Grace Church, a multi-
site, United Methodist congregation in Southwest 
Florida. His greatest delight is connecting people to Jesus 
and the Church.

Grace Church has grown in 
weekend attendance from 400 to 
more than 2,600 in the past 15 
years. The church is recognized as 
having one of the most effective 
recovery ministries in America with 
more than 700 people involved in 
weekly recovery ministries.

According to their web site, 
“God’s Vision for Grace Church is 
to partner with God in transforming 
people from unbelievers to fully 
devoted disciples of Jesus to the glory of God.”

The statement “serves as our litmus test to determine 
whether we are on mission or not. It is our plumb line 
against which we line up our program, personnel and 
property decisions.”

Acevedo, a graduate of Asbury Theological Seminary 
with a master’s of divinity degree, was ordained as an 
elder in the Florida Conference in 1990. He was that 
conference’s 2001 recipient of the Denman Evangelism 
Award given to a pastor for excellence in evangelism. 
And eight 
years later, the 
Foundation 
for Evangelism 
named Acevedo 
the 2009 
Distinguished 
Evangelist of the 
United Methodist 
Church.

Acevedo 
coauthored The Heart of Youth Ministry with Hule 
Goddard, and has also written for the United Methodist 
Publishing House, Circuit Rider magazine, Good News 
magazine and Our Faith Today.

To learn more about the Grace Church ministries, or 
listen to sermons by Rev. Acevedo, go to: http://www.
egracechurch.com. To register for the April event, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/eventdetail/55799.

Sandy Recovery: What A 
Difference a Day Can Make

The NYAC Sandy Recovery Ministries 
are working with long-term recovery 
groups, case managers, and local churches 
to identify and provide assistance to 
families in need.  

One of the hallmarks of the United 
Methodists disaster response is our 
volunteer teams. As soon as disaster 
strikes, UMC volunteers stand ready 
to offer their skills, time, money and 
presence. 

As part of our continuing recovery 
work, the Sandy Recovery Ministry is 
initiating a program called, “Done in a 
Day” (DIAD). The concept is simple. We 
are urging churches and individuals to 
put together small teams of three to five 
volunteers to work on a particular project 
for a day. Start early. End late. Done in a 
day!

While the project itself might not be 
fully completed, it is our hope that by 
linking DIAD teams, we can move some of 
our project sites along in a timely manner. 
To make it even easier, we are targeting 
the first Saturday of each month for special 
“Done in a Day” emphasis. Participants 

must be at least 14 years old and have 
completed ninth grade. This is a great 
way to enliven churches and youth groups 
around local, hands-on mission; more 
importantly, to reach those, whom John 
Wesley once said “need us most.” Become 
a part of the Sandy Recovery Ministry!

CALL TO ACTION: We need you. 
Volunteers are currently working out of 
three primary sites: Bethel UMC in Staten 
Island, St. Mark’s UMC in Brooklyn, and 
the Community UMC in Massapequa on 
Long Island. Done in a Day teams could 
select to work from any one of these sites 
and will be assigned to a home. Please 
contact the following to participate: 

Long Island: Peggy Racine,  
516-795-1322

Staten Island: Samantha Christian, 
347-276-5547

Brooklyn: Gillian Prince,  
718-594-7972

Be the blessing!!!

Gina Grubbs

Communications Coordinator
NYAC Sandy Recovery

Continued from page 1

Rev Jorge 
Acevedo

A total of $37,200 was awarded in 
2013 to undergraduate and graduate 
students in the New York Conference. 
The awards, which ranged from $500 
to $6000, were made possible through 
Special Sunday offerings for Student Day, 
World Communion, and Native American 
Sunday. These offerings directly provide 
many of the scholarships administered 
by General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry’s office of Loans and 
Scholarships.

The students and their home churches 
are:
Grace Bang—Astoria Korean UMC
Hansung Choi—Korean Methodist Church 

Institute
Sejin Cha—Korean UMC, Staten Island
Matthew Volpe—Cheshire UMC
Daekwon Kim—First UMC, Flushing

Marisa Orozco—Highland Mills UMC
Grace Akinbode—Bloomfield UMC
Andrew Ray—Cheshire UMC
Young Dong Kim—First UMC, Flushing
Grace Moon—Brokenbuilders Ministries 

UMC
Sunjoo Lee—Brooks Memorial UMC
Koeun chung—Community UMC, Jackson 

Heights
Andrew Montelongo—First UMC, Flushing
Daehyun Park—New York-Plainview UMC
Shalom Chung—Community UMC, 

Jackson Heights
Gordon Edwards—Westchester UMC
Eun Han—Central Korean UMC
Alexis Redman—UMC Hempstead
Margaret Hall—Stevens Memorial UMC
Byungkook Lee—Mid Hudson UMC
Carol Bloom—Centerport UMC
Alexander Herd—Islip UMC 

Special Offerings 
Aid NYAC Students
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There’s not just one right way to raise 
children. And there’s no such thing as a perfect 
parent—or a perfect child. But here are some 
guidelines to help your children grow up 
healthy and happy:

	Show your love. Every day, tell your 
children: “I love you. You’re special to me.” 
Give lots of hugs and kisses. 

	Listen when your children talk. Listening 
to your children tells them that you think 
they’re important and that you’re interested 
in what they have to say. 

	Make your children feel safe. Comfort 
them when they’re scared. Show them 
you’ve taken steps to protect them. 

	Provide order in their lives. Keep a regular 
schedule of meals, naps and bedtimes. If you 
have to change the schedule, tell them about 
the changes ahead of time. 

	Praise your children. When your children 
learn something new or behave well, tell 
them you’re proud of them. 

	Criticize the behavior, not the child. When 
your child makes a mistake, don’t say, “You 
were bad.” Instead, explain what the child 
did wrong. For example, say: “Running into 

Tips for Rearing Healthy, Happy Kids

the street without looking isn’t safe.” Then 
tell the child what to do instead: “First, look 
both ways for cars.” 

	Be consistent. Your rules don’t have to 
be the same ones other parents have, but 
they do need to be clear and consistent. 
(Consistent means the rules are the same all 
the time.) If two parents are raising a child, 
both need to use the same rules. Also, make 
sure baby sitters and relatives know, and 
follow, your family rules. 

	Spend time with your children. Do things 
together, like reading, walking, playing and 
cleaning house. What children want most is 
your attention. Bad behavior is usually their 
way of getting it. 
There are many ways to get good parenting 

advice. Sign up for parenting classes offered 
by hospitals, community centers or schools. 
Read parenting books or magazines. Talk to a 
minister, a priest, or a counselor. 

You can also ask your family doctor for 

parenting help. Don’t be embarrassed to ask. 
Raising children is hard, and no one can do it 
alone. Your doctor can help you with issues 
like discipline, potty training, eating problems 
and bedtime. Your doctor can also help you 
find local groups where you can learn better 
parenting skills. 

For more information on the Children’s 
Home, call 800-772-6904, ext. 131, or visit the 
web site at www.chowc.org. Please feel free to 
send donations directly, or use the New York 
Conference advance number 60-0588.

NYAC Hires 
New Controller

Susan Tedesco has joined the New  
York Annual Conference as controller.  
She assumes the role formerly held by  
Sam Rosenfeld, who has moved into a new 
position supporting the conference’s Sandy 
recovery ministries.

Tedesco was the budgets and grants 
manager for the Center for Alternative 
Sentencing and Employment Services 
(CASES). Prior to CASES, Tedesco held a 
variety of senior finance and accounting  
roles for The First Presbyterian Church in the 
City of New York, My Sister’s Place, Shelter 
for the Homeless, and the Grace Church 
Community Center, where she served as 
chief financial officer. Tedesco has a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration from  
Florida International University and a  
master’s in public administration from  
Pace University.

She can be reached at stedesco@nyac.com, 
or 914-615-2235.

One of New 
York City’s 
first babies 
of 2014 was 
born at New 
York Methodist 
Hospital in 
Park Slope, 
Brooklyn, 
just seconds 
after midnight. 
Shannon-Lee 
Willis weighed 
in at 7 pounds 
and 3 ounces, 
and was 19 
inches long. 
Proud parents 
are Samantha 
Nieves, and 
Shannon Willis, 
right, who 
live in Crown 
Heights.

A New Year’s Blessing
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BY JIM STINSON
Consultant On Older Adult Ministry

She is blind and quite hard of hearing. She has been a 
widow for many years and is nearly 100 years old. Her only 
living child, a very supportive son, died a few weeks ago, 
leaving her with no family member anywhere nearby. Her 
nearest relative, a grandson, lives in Georgia. If she did not 
live at Wesley Village, our United Methodist Home in Shelton, Conn., she 
likely would be completely on “her own.”

It was my task to tell her that her son had died unexpectedly, 
seemingly in the best of health. What do you say in such a circumstance? 
What kind of comfort is there to be offered when, in your heart, you 
know how devastating your news is? Especially what do you say to 
an agnostic that does not belie your faith, but which can be heard as 
something more that piety and preachiness?

In ministry with and to older adults this is no small question. 
On some level, experience suggests, many of us are agnostic, at least 
temporarily, when receiving devastating news. It is always a difficult task 
to witness to faithfulness at such moments, but that is part of a calling to 
ministry. The fact that this good woman had been an agnostic for years 
heightened my apprehension.

But the news was delivered. We sat for a while in utter silence as she 
absorbed what she had heard.  Her first words were, “What am I going to 
do?  He did everything for me? I am now totally alone.”  Therein was the 
opening to witness to the truth of our faith, even to one that is not at all 

sure if any of it is true.  
“I have two things to say, my friend. You are going to do 

what you have always done, you are going to question, but 
you are going to find a way through this horrible time. You 
are going to do so because even though you don’t believe it 
now, you are not alone. You will not go down this road by 
yourself. I, and the rest of the staff here at Wesley Village, 

are here for you at any time, twenty-four seven. We love you and care for 
you. You can count on that promise and that certainty.” 

In that moment I believe God’s faithfulness was heard. Emmanuel—
God is with us! Is not that the rock-bottom solid message of our faith? 
Isabel must have thought so. Because, in the midst of her disbelief and 
her tears, she took my hand tighter than she was already holding it, and 
said, “Jim, I know that. You all are always there for me and one way or 
another I will go on. You’re a good man and God must have sent you to 
me.  I love you and I know you love me.”

Will she ever share my religious understanding? Will she ever give 
up her professed agnosticism? Who knows? But one thing is for sure; my 
friend is already getting back to her life one day at a time. She is actually 
enjoying some of those days. She knows she is loved and she knows she 
is not alone. God does work wonders!

The job of ministry with people of every age—to be the presence of a 
loving, non-judgmental God—is that simple and that demanding. Dare 
to forgo the preaching sometimes and just “be there in love” for a person 
in need. God can and will do the rest!

Allow God to Do What Needs to Be Done

Actor 
Makes 
Hospital 
Cameo
Brooklyn resident 
and actor Ethan 
Hawke, center, and 
his daughter, Maya, 
paid a surprise visit 
to patients at New 
York Methodist 
Hospital on December 
23. The pair visited 
three separate areas 
of NYM, and sang a 
selection of duets 
that brightened the 
day of many hospital 
patients, including 
Sonya Clarke, right.
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Editor’s note: This is a compilation of stories 
from the UM News Service about the issues and 
events that were front and center in the lives of 
United Methodists in 2013.

Getting a handle on the organizational health 
of a large, worldwide denomination is not easy. 
But key developments in 2013 indicate vigorous 
responses to the challenges facing The United 
Methodist Church.

What’s more, the end of the year saw the 
General Council on Finance and Administration 
report that worldwide professing membership 
in The United Methodist Church reached a 
record high of 12.5 million at the end of 2012.

 “The results for 2012 largely fit within the 
pattern we already know about, where the 
primary source for growth in membership is 
in the Global South. That’s both Africa and 
the Philippines,” said Scott Brewer, associate 
general secretary for connectional relations.

In the United States, membership continues 
its slow steady decline, with GCFA reporting 
7,390,691 members at the end of 2012, down 
from 7,481,383 the year before. That decline of 
a little more than 1 percent is representative of 
the trend in recent years.

But for the first time in 11 years, U.S. 
conferences reported an increase in total 
professions of faith in 2012. Preliminary 
figures for professions of faith show a gain 
from 123,986 in 2011 to 124,635 in 2012—less 
than 1 percent but still an upward trajectory. 
For professions of faith, churches count youth 
completing confirmation and adult new church 
members who make a profession to follow 
Christ. The number does not include people 
who transfer from one church to another.

Both globally and in the United States, 
the denomination saw better-than-projected 
growth in church starts.

The United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries reported the start of 574 worshipping 
communities in Southeast Asia, Eurasia, Africa 
and Latin America, beating the original goal of 
400 church starts for 2008–2012. 

Meanwhile, Path 1, the church starting 
initiative of the United Methodist Board of 
Discipleship, said it has heard from 37 U.S. 
conferences, reporting a total of 91 church 
plants in 2013.

Record giving
Thanks to the generosity of United 

Methodists around the world, the denomination 
made great strides in its fight against malaria 
and its support for sharing God’s grace around 
the world.

2013: A Year of Growth, Caring & Discord

In November, Pittsburgh Area Bishop 
Thomas J. Bickerton told the Council of Bishops 
that the Imagine No Malaria campaign was 
nearing $60 million in its goal to eradicate the 
disease in Africa. The United Methodist Church 
hopes to raise $75 million for the effort by 
2015.“The vast majority of the money we have 
raised has come from the people of The United 
Methodist Church who sit in our pews every 
Sunday,” he said. (The NYAC’s “Gift of Hope” 
Christmas card campaign raised another $1,240 
toward the conference pledge of $1.2 million.)

The denomination on Dec. 3 committed to 
fulfilling its $28 million pledge to the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 
The denomination’s contributions to the Global 
Fund come out of the funds it is already raising 
for Imagine No Malaria and will be designated 
for the malaria fight. The Global Fund draws 
together leaders from national governments 
around the globe and large private donors 
such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to 
combat the diseases of poverty.

Also on Dec. 3, the first-ever United 
Methodist #GivingTuesday generated a record 
$6.5 million during a 24-hour online giving 
period for UM missions. The United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries, which matched the 
first $500,000 received, reported that nearly 
11,000 donors in 34 countries gave more than 
16,300 gifts through The Advance to mission 
and ministries. 

Disaster response
A November typhoon that left part of the 

Philippines in ruins was reminiscent of the 
2004 South Asian tsunami while in the United 
States, tornado-prone Oklahoma witnessed the 
nation’s widest tornado on record and Colorado 
floodwaters cut off mountain towns for days.

Stark television images of people who lost 
family and homes as Typhoon Haiyan struck 
the Philippines Nov. 8 drew concern from 
United Methodists around the world, including 
members of the National Association of Filipino 
American United Methodists

The United Methodist Committee on Relief, 
which had received more than $1.7 million for 
typhoon relief by early December, sent a team 
and truckload of supplies, delivering 1,500 
food packages Nov. 20–21 to storm-ravaged 
communities.

UMCOR’s three-fold response for the 
Philippines includes food aid, limited small 
grants for psycho-social programs and a major 
project to build permanent housing in the 
typhoon area.

Another major international focus in 2014 
will be UMCOR’s partnership with International 
Blue Crescent to create “child-friendly spaces” 
in Kilis, Turkey, for Syrian refugee children.

In Oklahoma, United Methodists are 
collaborating with other groups, including the 
American Red Cross, Catholic Charities, The 
Salvation Army and Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul to assist individuals and families through 
the Oklahoma Disaster Recovery Project.

After massive flooding in Colorado in 
September, United Methodists dispatched 
cleaning buckets and health kits and created an 
“Ambassadors of Love” program that paired 
United Methodist churches in badly affected 
areas with those in areas that came through 
relatively unscathed. The program helped 
provide more volunteers for relief and recovery 
efforts in those communities.

As the first anniversary of Hurricane Sandy 
was observed Oct. 28, United Methodists in 
New York, New Jersey and Delaware were in 

Continued on page 7

Rev. Tom Vencuss, 
left, and Peggy 
Racine look over 
a Seaford, N.Y., 
home marked with 
a sign as unsafe 
to enter after it 
was damaged by 
Hurricane Sandy. 
Vencuss is NYAC 
Sandy recovery 
manager and 
Racine is the Long 
Island Sandy site 
coordinator.
UMNS PHOTO 
BY MIKE DUBOSE
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Continued from page 6

2013: A Year of Growth, Caring & Discord
the recovery phase of a long-term response 
that includes the rebuilding of homes and 
case management to help some affected by the 
superstorm.

More volunteer-in-mission teams are 
needed for the Sandy response next year, as 
well as disaster recovery sites in Oklahoma, 
Colorado, Texas and Illinois. 

“We have a lot of response sites that really 
will be up and running in April and looking 
for heavy volunteer involvement,” said Greg 
Forrester, who leads UMCOR’s U.S. disaster 
response. 

In addition, UMCOR needs donations to 
help replenish supplies at its warehouses at 
Sager Brown and Salt Lake City, he said.

Same-sex wedding issues
Weddings and trials sounded disharmony 

for the denomination as 2013 included two 
well-publicized same-sex weddings and a high-
profile church trial for a pastor who officiated at 
his son’s same-sex nuptials.

The Rev. Frank Schaefer no longer holds 
a ministerial office in The United Methodist 
Church, according to a ruling Dec. 19 by the 
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference’s board of 
ordained ministry. Schaefer, who was found 
guilty in a Nov. 18–19 clergy trial of violating 
the denomination’s rules against performing 
same-gender weddings, plans to appeal the de-
cision. Schaefer had performed a same-gender 
wedding for his son in 2007. In the meantime, 
Schaefer is pondering an invitation from Bishop 
Minerva G. Carcaño to join the California-Pacif-
ic Annual Conference.

Disagreement over same-sex unions and 
official church language that states, “homosexu-
ality is incompatible with Christian teaching,” 
is nothing new for the church, but the issue 
reached a fever pitch when retired Bishop Mel-
vin Talbert officiated at a wedding for two men 
in Alabama and more than 50 United Method-
ist pastors officiated at a same-sex wedding 
in Philadelphia. The Council of Bishops has 
“respectfully” requested a formal complaint be 
filed against Talbert for his actions.

Church law
The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 

the denomination’s law book, since 1972 has 
proclaimed the practice of homosexuality “in-
compatible with Christian teaching.”

The book prohibits United Methodist 
churches from hosting and clergy from per-
forming “ceremonies that celebrate homosexual 
unions.” However, many United Methodist 

clergy and church members have become more 
vocal and are participating in “ecclesial disobe-
dience” to church law.

Adding fuel to the movement was the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s ruling on June 26 that part of 
the federal Defense of Marriage Act is unconsti-
tutional because it deprives the equal liberty of 
persons as protected by the Fifth Amendment. 
The case did not establish a constitutional right 
to same-sex marriage but did establish that 
same-sex couples who are legally married are 
entitled to equal treatment under federal law.

That ruling affected the church and in 
October, the General Council on Finance 
and Administration’s board announced the 
denomination’s general agencies would extend 
employee benefits to same-sex couples but asked 
the Judicial Council, the supreme court of the 
church, for a declaratory judgment on whether 
the benefits extension violates church law.

Other possible trials
The Rev. Stephen Heiss, a pastor in the 

Upper New York Conference, announced he 
will likely face a church trial for officiating at 
the same-sex ceremony of his daughter in 2002 
and more such unions since New York legalized 
same-sex marriage in 2011.

Two other United Methodist clergy, both 
in the New York Conference, have had formal 
complaints filed against them and could face 
trials in 2014.

Rev. Thomas Ogletree, a retired seminary 
dean, is facing a formal complaint after 
officiating at the same-sex wedding of his son 
in 2012. Some clergy filed the complaint against 
Ogletree after his son’s wedding announcement 
appeared in The New York Times. Rev. Sara 
Thompson Tweedy is facing a formal complaint 
that she is a “self-avowed practicing” lesbian, a 
chargeable offense under church law.

General agency leadership changes
In 2013, seven of the denomination’s 

12 general church agencies experienced or 
announced changes in their top leadership.

Jim Winkler, top executive of the United 
Methodist Board of Church and Society, left 
the agency to become the top executive of the 
National Council of Churches on Jan. 1. Rev. 
Susan Henry-Crowe, former dean of the Chapel 
and Religious Life at Emory University in 
Atlanta, is succeeding Winkler.

Dawn Wiggins Hare, an active United 
Methodist laywoman and former Alabama 
circuit court judge, in January started work 
as the top executive of the United Methodist 
Commission on the Status and Role of Women.

Rev. Karen Greenwaldt retired Dec. 31 after 
13 years at the helm of the United Methodist 
Board of Discipleship. Rev. Timothy L. Bias, 
senior pastor of Hyde Park Community UMC in 
Cincinnati, will become the next top executive 
on Jan. 15.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief, 
part of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries, also saw a changing of the guard this 
year. Rev. Denise Honeycutt, a Virginia Annual 
Conference pastor and former missionary, 
on Sept. 16 became the head of the relief and 
disaster-response agency. She followed Bishop 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey, who now leads the 
Louisiana Conference. Gregory A. Forrester 
of the Upper New York Conference started 
leading UMCOR’s U.S. disaster response May 
1. He succeeded Rev. Tom Hazelwood, now 
the director of connectional ministries in the 
Memphis Conference.

Seminary leadership changes
Claremont School of Theology in California 

chose Kah-Jin Jeffrey Kuan as president. He 
Continued on page 8

Rev. Frank Schaefer 
speaks to reporters 
during a press 
conference in 
Philadelphia, where 
he announced he will 
not surrender his 
clergy credentials. 
Schaefer is slated 
to speak at the 
Methodists in New 
Directions (MIND) 
luncheon at annual 
conference in June. 
UMNS PHOTO BY MIKE 
DUBOSE
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replaced Jerry Campbell, who 
retired at the end of June.  
Kuan had been dean at Drew 
Theological Seminary, in  
Madison, N.J., and Drew tapped 
Virginia Samuel as interim dean. 
She has most recently been 
associate dean for contextual 
education at Drew.

Trustees at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Evanston, 
Ill., chose Lallene J. Rector, 
the school’s vice president for 
academic affairs and academic 
dean, as their next president, 
replacing Philip Amerson, who 
retired at the end of 2013.

Boy Scout membership 
changes

United Methodists had good 
reason to pay attention when Boy 
Scouts of America leaders voted 
in May to lift the organization’s 
longstanding ban on openly gay 
youth members. The United 
Methodist Church is second only 
to the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in the number of 
congregations that host Boy Scouts 
of America groups. The UMC hosts 
more Cub Scout packs than any 
other religious group. Altogether, 

2013: A Year of Growth, Caring & Discord

some 6,700 United Methodist 
churches in the United States 
sponsor Scouting groups.

But in changing the 
membership rules, the group 
did not change its standards for 
Scouts’ behavior including its 
prohibition against any sexual 
conduct.

Transition for two United 
Methodist institutions

Last year saw heart-wrenching 
changes to two longtime United 
Methodist institutions—both felt 
the impact of increasing reliance 
on the Internet for shopping and 
news.

In April, the United Methodist 

Continued from page 7

it becomes a symbol of strength, 
endurance and consistency as the 
experiences of the family are ever 
evolving.

“Each story overcomes 
something that slaves would have 
had to overcome,” Augustin said, 
like dealing with a visit from the 
Ku Klux Klan after just paying off a 
home mortgage, or the challenges 
of moving from a small Kansas 
hometown to start a new life in 
Chicago.

While the historical realities 
portrayed can be brutally harsh, 
Augustin says that she tries to 
craft the stories to “enlighten 
rather than frighten children.” 
One example is the story of a 

Rag Doll Shares Tales Of History, Transition
Continued from page 1
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A United Methodist volunteer team from the California-
Pacific Conference prepares to work on a home 
damaged by Hurricane Sandy in Long Beach, N.Y. The 
home is elevated on concrete pilings to help avoid 
future flooding, requiring the team to climb a ladder to 
the living space. 

Publishing House closed the last of 
its 57 brick-and-mortar Cokesbury 
stores. The closures affected 
about 285 full-time and part-time 
employees. Cokesbury continues 
to reach customers online and with 
resource consultants across the 
United States.

In May, UMR Communications 
shuttered its operations, laying off 
26 people and ending the printing 
of the United Methodist Reporter 
newspaper that had covered 
Methodism since 1847. In June, 
the UM Reporter got new life as 
an online-only publication run by 
CircuitWriter Media LLC.

New ecumenical office
After a denominational vote 

by the 2012 United Methodist 
General Conference, the formerly 
independent Commission on 
Christian Unity and Interreligious 
Concerns has become an office 
on ecumenical and interfaith 
ministries lodged within the 
United Methodist Council of 
Bishops. The new Office of 
Christian Unity and Interreligious 
Relationships, which began Jan. 1, 
aims to “strengthen and enhance” 
the denomination’s efforts toward 
the unity of Christ’s church.

community that bands together 
to finance and ensure the college 
education of one of its daughters 
so she can return to teach the other 
children.

Augustin is heartened by the 
positive response to her book 
and has even been handcrafting 
“Eugene” dolls to go along with 
some of the book orders. She is 
working on a sequel that will tell 
what happened to Mama Mabel, 
and hopes to have it self-published 
by June.

Augustin has also visited a 
number of local churches, schools 
and libraries to share the stories 
with children. And since she 
retired from teaching nearly nine 
years ago, she hopes to be invited 

to do many more such visits.
“The kids love the doll,” she 

said. “It’s squishy and they all want 
to hold it . . . it’s a wonderful aid 
for telling the stories.”

One teacher in Chicago 
contacted her to say that they will 
be using her book this month as 
a supplement to lesson plans on 
African-American history. Grants 
that the teacher has received will 
allow the students to make their 
own rag dolls.

Augustin, who lives in Lakeview, 
N.Y., has been a member of St. 
John’s UMC since 2003. Although 
she often worked in churches as a 
musician, she did not have a church 
home until an acquaintance invited 
her to St. John’s, where Rev. Patrick 

Perrin is the pastor.
On the day of her visit, she 

picked up a Bible and opened it 
randomly to Psalm 6, which is 
identified as a “prayer for recovery 
from grave illness.” That struck 
a deep chord for Augustin, who 
was facing her own health crisis 
at the time. And then she read the 
superscription, “To the leader: 
with stringed instruments.”

“I felt like it had been written 
just for me . . . I knew God was 
speaking to me through that 
psalm,” she said. “I’ve been at St. 
John’s ever since.”

“Rag Doll Tales” is available  
on Amazon.com; Augustin may  
be contacted via her web site, 
http://www.ragdolltale.com. 
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Continued on page 10

Metropolitan Nifon of Targoviste, 
Romanian Orthodox Church, 
speaks at the World Council of 
Churches 10th Assembly at Busan, 
Republic of Korea.

BY JACOB S. DHARMARAJ, Ph.D
Shrub Oak UMC

Attending a world-size conference can 
make our heads spin and entice us to look for 
accustomed settings. Until we get comfortable 
with the surrounding circumstances, we are 
tempted to capture raindrops rather than look 
out for thunderstorms.

The 10th Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches was held in Busan, Republic of Korea 
on October 30 to November 8, 2013. It started 
with pomp and pageantry, but also displayed 
peals of ideological thunder and flashes of 
theological lightning. Economic justice, peace 
and human rights, religious persecution, and 
“mission from the margins” were some of the 
key issues discussed and debated in small and 
large gatherings.

As president of the National Federation of 
Asian American United Methodists, my focus 
was drawn to the passionate addresses and 
fervent presentations about “mission from the 
margins” and Christian persecution. 

Unlike earlier assemblies, this one was filled 
to the brim with the cup of pain in the stories 
of the representatives from various minority 
Christian communities around the world. 
Their adversaries were never named, only 
implicitly assumed. The listeners knew who the 
perpetrators were. 

A particularly moving plenary was when 
Metropolitan Nifon of Targoviste, Romanian 
Orthodox Church, talked about the persecution 
of Christian minorities in the Middle East. 
I thought about our legitimate and ongoing 
struggles to protect our religious freedom in the 
United States, and how it pales in comparison 
to the lonesome valley in which our sisters and 
brothers in other parts of the world are living 
and experiencing lethal persecution on a scale 
that defies belief. I said to myself if our common 
membership in the mystical Body of Christ is 
to mean anything, then their suffering must be 
mine as well.

Half of all Christian martyrs during the last 
20 centuries were killed in the 20th century 
alone. The 21st century has already seen more 
than a million people killed around the world 
because of their belief in Jesus Christ. There 
is no end in sight to this ongoing senseless 
massacre.

The threat to religious believers in Asia 
and North Africa continues to grow. The Pew 
Research Center reported in 2012 that 75 
percent of the world’s population “lives in 
countries where governments, social groups or 
individuals restrict people’s ability to practice 
their faith.” The situation in India has also been 

Reflecting on the Other Side of Christmas

grave, particularly after the Orissa massacre 
of 2008, where thousands of Christians were 
murdered, and thousands of homes and some 
400 churches were destroyed. A few months 
ago, two Orthodox bishops were kidnapped 
in Syria by gunmen as they returned from a 
humanitarian mission. The driver was killed, 
and bishops remain as captives. 

Of course, it is not just Christians who suffer 
from religious persecution but believers in 
other faiths as well. But there is no escaping the 
fact that Christians as religious minorities are 
singled out in more places and far more often. 
A 2011 Pew Forum study found that Christians 
are harassed in 130 countries, more than any of 
the world’s other faith groups.

Paul Marshall of the Hudson Institute 
has said that persecution, if you include 
discrimination, is affecting approximately 
600 to 700 million Christians globally. If a 
population of half a billion people are so 
blatantly under social hostility, it’s difficult 
to understand why it isn’t making much 
news. “Freedom of Religion and Rights of 
Religious Minorities,” a report released by the 
Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, World Council of Churches, at the 
assembly is a timely piece for study and action. 

Sometimes separation by distance shields 
those of us living in the West from full 
responsibilities and missional response. Or 
we simply say to ourselves, “The problem is 
too complex, I cannot do much about it.” But 
we cannot escape responsibility. We need to 
cultivate and develop a holy discontent with the 
status quo that fosters apathy and indifference 
to human suffering. 

In his book Brief Encounters With Che 
Guevara, Ben Fountain writes about an 
American diplomat’s wife and a foreign visitor 
who were waiting for the traffic to move in an 
intersection in Accra, Ghana. A one-legged 
boy on crutches hobbled up to their car and 
extended his palm. The visitor pulled a clump 
of bank notes from her purse to give to the 
boy. The diplomat’s wife called sharply, “Don’t 
give him money! That makes you part of the 
problem.” The visitor went ahead and gave 
the money and replied, “As long as there’s 
no solution, I might as well be part of the 
problem.” 

This story illustrates the fundamental 
dilemma, the inability of well-meaning adults 
to personally redress global, national and 

communal wrongs that lie at the heart of our 
life. 

What is really surprising is the silence of 
Christians in the United States. Except for the 
bold statement from the general secretary of 
General Board of Global Ministries, The United 
Methodist Church has not made a statement 
about the violation of the rights of the Christians 
from the global south that pastors could share 
with their congregations.

Jeffrey Goldberg, a journalist of The Atlantic 
magazine mentioned in The USA Today that 
the persecution of Christians in the Middle East 
is “one of the most under-covered stories in 
international news.” Hence it is imperative that 
the pews and pulpits of our churches are to be 
engaged as an avenue to address this human 
crisis.

The Asian Federation has created a Middle 
East sub-ethnic caucus to address this issue. 
Rev. Dr. Zaki Zaki, a cabinet member of the 
Northern Illinois Conference, has been given 
support and encouragement by his bishop to 
work among some 30,000 Assyrian, Coptic 
and Iraqi Christian refugees who have settled 
in Chicago area. This is a hopeful sign. But we 
need to address the root causes of the problem 
as well in order to achieve a durable peace in the 
Middle East. 

One of the reasons we are hesitant to stand 
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CPR Class at NYM Hospital
New York Methodist Hospital will offer an adult, child and infant 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) certification course on Wednesday, 
January 29. The class, from 9:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m., will be held at 
Congregation Beth Elohim, 274 Garfield Place, Park Slope, Brooklyn. 
Participants are advised to bring the $35 certification course fee, in cash 
or check, to be collected during the course. For more information and to 
register, call 718-780-5367.

Reflecting on the Other Side of Christmas
in solidarity with our persecuted Christians, 
in my opinion, is the fear of being called 
consummate Islamaphobes or outright racists 
or downright neo-crusaders. Often we try to 
play safe. When I raised this issue during a 
press conference at the WCC Assembly, the Rev. 
Olav Tveit, general secretary, responded that, 
“they had asked the assembly not to name the 
adversaries, nor to create a stir.” 

I thought about the fate of earlier Christians, 
particularly the Nestorian Christians who 
spanned from the Middle East to India and 
China and were wiped off the face of the earth. I, 
also, reflect on the other side of Christmas: the 
slaughter of innocents. 

As I continue to listen and work with 
my friends from the Middle East, and try 
to comprehend more each day about their 
imperiled churches and communities, just one 

image comes to my mind. The Christian church 
in the Middle East today is like beachfront 
property in an era of global warming. As much 
as we love the view, we live with the knowledge 
that some morning we will wake up and find it 
gone. Then we will visit those worship sites as 
tourists, and read about the people who make 
up the mystical Body of Christ only in history 
books. 

Rev. Doris Foltz Arnold
The Reverend Doris Foltz Arnold died at age 87, on December 15, 

2013, at Sharon Hospital in Sharon, Conn.
Rev. Arnold’s relationship with the New York Conference began in 

1978 as a local preacher appointed to serve the Dover Plains and Wingdale 
churches; effective January 1, 1982 she served a single charge, Dover 
Plains. She retired from active ministry in 1989.

She married Raymond M. Arnold in 1953 in Beaver Creek, Md. He 
died in 1998. 

Arnold earned a bachelor’s degree at Lynchburg College, Lynchburg, 
Va., in 1948, and was ordained that year in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). After completing a master’s degree in religious 
education at Lexington Theological Seminary in Lexington, Kentucky 
in 1951, she served as an associate minister of the Paris (Kentucky) 
Christian Church until 1955.

She worked as an education supervisor at the Wassaic Developmental 
Center in Wassaic, N.Y., from 1956 to 1983. Columbia University awarded 
her a master’s degree in 1964, and she completed doctoral studies at 
Southern Illinois University in 1968.

A memorial service was held December 28 at the Dover Plains UMC, 
Dover Plains, N.Y., with Rev. Carl B. Franson officiating. Burial will take 
place at Beaver Creek Cemetery in Beaver Creek, Md., at a later date.

delight is connecting people to Jesus and the Church. A light breakfast and 
registration begin at 8 a.m. at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Southbury, Conn. 
The workshop runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and lunch will be provided. 
Registration is $75 per church. To register, go to: http://www.nyac.com/
eventdetail/55799. See related story on Page 3.

5/22–26 Community Nursing Training
Having a qualified nurse on a parish’s staff can enhance the church’s 

efforts to integrate whole person health. The parish nurse/ faith 
community nurse is prepared to evaluate, and advocate on behalf of the 
congregation and the community concerns especially in whole person 
health and wellness. Sponsored by: the New York Conference, Parish 
Nurse Ministries of New York, and Trocaire College of Buffalo. The event 
is planned for the Edna Macy Conference Center in Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. 
Questions? Contact either: Claris Skerritt at, Claris.Skerritt@nyac-umc.
com, or 718-324-8386; or Ann Marie Mac Isaac at, ammacisaac@aol.com, 
or 716-655-1163.

6/4–7 New York Annual Conference
This gathering of NYAC clergy and lay members runs from Wednesday 

to Saturday at Hofstra University, Hempstead, N.Y. More details to follow.

7/24–26 Mission “u” Returns
Studies for the 2014 session in Danbury, Conn., will include the church 

and people with disabilities, the Roma of Europe and “how is it with your 
soul.” The one-day Saturday Sampler will again be offered on July 26.

Continued from page 2

Diabetes Support Available
New York Methodist Hospital offers a free diabetes support group. 

The group is run by a certified diabetes educator and is open to people 
living with diabetes, as well as those who have been diagnosed with pre-
diabetes. The Diabetes Support Group meets from 5 to 6 p.m., Thurs., 
Jan. 30, in the Hospital’s Executive Dining Room, 506 Sixth Street, Park 
Slope, Brooklyn. Registration is required; call 718-246-8603.


