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Hope, Dismay at Ogletree Resolution

Jump, Shoot 
And Score 
Against Malaria 

Bishop Martin D. 
McLee has designated 
the Imagine No Malaria 
Initiative, and meeting 
the NYAC’s $1.2 
million pledge, as the 
conference’s primary 
mission focus of 2014.

“We are grateful for 
the chance to make 
a difference in the 
lives of those at risk 
for malaria,” Bishop 
McLee said. “Our efforts 
connect us worldwide 
as we impact the lives of 
children and families on 
the continent of Africa.”

Great strides have 
been made toward 
lowering the devastating 
number of malaria 
deaths malaria in Africa, 
but if we stop now the 
parasite will return 
stronger and more 

NYAC Bishop Martin D. McLee reads his portion of the “just resolution” 
statement concerning the case against Rev. Dr. Thomas W. Ogletree, 
right. Rev. Dr. William Shillady, center, served as the trial secretary.

BY LINDA BLOOM
UM News Service

Could a decision 
by New York United 
Methodists to 
promote conversation 
over consequence 
offer a model to a 
denomination divided 
over issues of same-sex 
marriage and gay clergy?

Some attending 
the March 10 news 
conference announcing Continued on page 7

the resolution of a 
complaint against the 

Rev. Thomas Ogletree, 
80, who presided over 
the wedding of his son, 
think so, including 
Ogletree himself.

“I’m really committed 
to this idea of 
encouraging dialogue 
among people who have 
sharp disagreements,” 
he told United 
Methodist News Service 
after the announcement 

Retired Bishop S. 
Clifton Ives, left, talks 
with Rev. Dr. Thomas 
W. Ogletree following 
the press conference.
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The News of the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church

3/22 Volunteers in Mission Training
All those interested in leading or participating in 

local, national and international mission projects 
are encouraged to attend this training session from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Mamaroneck UMC, 546 E Boston 
Post Rd., Mamaroneck, N.Y. Registration fee is $10 
per person and includes lunch. You will receive an 
official NYAC-UMVIM photo identification after 
this training. A safe sanctuary background check is 
required for the photo ID and costs $10 per person. 
Register online at www.nyac.com/vim-training or 
call Pat Hylton at, 914-615-2226. 

3/28–30 IGNITE Weekend for Youth 
“SWAG: Standing With the Armor of God” is the 

theme for this annual gathering of conference youth 
(ages 11–18) for worship, games, a DJ dance party, 
and workshops. The HYPE praise band will be back, 
too! Cost for the weekend at Quinipet Retreat Center, 
99 Shore Rd., Shelter Island Heights, N.Y., is early 
bird $159; after February 28: $179. To register your 
group, go to: www.nyac.com/eventdetail/87841.  
Optional bus service may be available for $50 per 
person if enough groups are interested. Please contact 
Greg Nissen at Camp Quinipet at 631-749-0430, as 
soon as possible if you are interested in the bus.

3/29 Putting the Joy in Worship
A joyous day of Christian worship experiences, 

plus training and tools for contemporary services 
through seminars of video, drama, music, preaching, 
singing and Media Shout. Peter Neumann, a worship 

pastor from California, will be the featured speaker 
at the 9:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m. conference at Jesse Lee 
Memorial UMC in Ridgefield, Conn. More details at, 
www.nyac.com/eventdetail/88661.

4/5 Team Vital Evangelism Seminar
The conference’s Team Vital training continues 

with featured guest Rev. Jorge Acevedo focusing on 
“Vital: Churches Changing Communities and the 
World.” Acevedo is the lead pastor at Grace Church, 
a multi-site, United Methodist congregation in 
Southwest Florida. His greatest delight is connecting 
people to Jesus and the Church. A light breakfast 
and registration begin at 8 a.m. at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Southbury, Conn. The workshop runs 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and lunch will be provided. 
Registration is $75 per church. See related story on 
Page 14. To register, go to: http://www.nyac.com/
eventdetail/55799.

5/15 Anchor House Banquet
The Anchor House’s annual fundraising 

celebration begins at 6 p.m., at the Grand Prospect 
Hall, 263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn. Tickets are $70, 
and can be obtained by contacting Emily Falero 
by phone at 718-771-0760, or email at: efalero@
anchorhouseinc.com.

5/18 City Society Annual Meeting 
Scheduled speaker is Jennifer Jones Austin, chief 

executive of the Federation of Protestant Welfare 
Agencies, and co-chair of NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
transition team. The event at the Church of Saint 
Paul & St. Andrew UM, 263 West 86th Street, will 
begin at 3:30 p.m. 

Continued on page 21



3March 18, 2014 NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

Beloved New York Annual 
Conference:

Grace and peace unto you. The 
2014 Annual Conference Session 
will be held June 4–7 at Hofstra 
University, Hempstead, N.Y.

Our honored guest preacher 
and speaker will be the 
distinguished Reverend Dr. Zan 
Wesley Holmes, Jr., well-known 
commentator of the Disciple 
Bible Study Series produced by 
Abingdon Press. Dr. Holmes 
will share from our theme: “The 
Prophetic Church: Pray About It, 
Talk About It, Be About It”  
(2 Corinthians 3:17).

We will also share our 
inaugural “Reverend Bill Perkins 
Lecture” to be delivered by the 
Reverend Dr. Pamela R. Lightsey, 
Associate Dean, Boston University 
School of Theology. Our own 
Reverend Dr. Charles Ferrara will 
lead the morning Bible Study.

As you prepare for Annual 
Conference, expect a joy filled 
experience that will impact you 
personally.

All My Prayers,
Bishop Martin D. McLee

A Message from Our Lay 
Leader
Dear Lay Members of the New 
York Annual Conference:

Grace and peace to you all in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord! 
It is with joy that I issue you this 
call to the 215th Session of the 
New York Annual Conference 
to be held at Hofstra University, 
from Wednesday, June 4 to 

Conference to Explore ‘Being Prophetic Church’

Saturday, June 7.
The Laity Session will be held 

in the arena of the David S. Mack 
Sports and Exhibition Complex on 
Wednesday beginning at 1 p.m. 
Lay delegate candidates to General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences 
will be introduced during this 
session. Eligible laypersons 
should declare their candidacy to 
be a delegate by April 1st. (Please 
see NYAC Rules—Elections 
of General and Jurisdictional 
Conference Delegates, pages 
371–373 in the 2013 Journal 
& Yearbook, especially noting 
Rule 88a for declaring one’s 
candidacy.) Detailed information 
will also be posted online and in 
the Lay Member’s Guide to Annual 

Conference.
We anticipate a time of rich 

fellowship, dynamic preaching 
and praise-filled worship as we 
thankfully reflect on the past and 
prayerfully plan for the future. 

Peace,
Renata Smith

Conference Lay Leader

Call to Conference
If you didn’t receive the 

mailing, it can be downloaded at 
www.nyac.com/ac.

Reports, Petitions and 
Resolutions

All annual conference reports 
(not more than 700 words), 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Zan Holmes
Zan Wesley Holmes, Jr., pastor 

emeritus of St. Luke “Community” 
United Methodist Church in Dallas, 
where he served for 28 years, 
returns to our annual gathering at 
Hofstra. He was adjunct professor 
of preaching at Perkins School of 
Theology at Southern Methodist 
University for 24 years.

Known as much for his community activism as his preaching 
and teaching, Dr. Holmes was elected to the Texas House of 
Representatives from 1968–1972, while he also served as a United 
Methodist District Superintendent.

He is the author of five books and is widely known for his role 
as narrator and host of the well-known Disciple Bible Study video 
series produced by Abingdon Press. In 2001, Dr. Holmes was 
recognized as one of the civil rights movement’s “Invisible Giants” 
in the National Voting Rights Museum and Institute in Selma, 
Alabama.

Continued on page 4
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resolutions and petitions to 
appear in the pre-conference 
booklet are due April 23 (per 
Conference Rule 27); send to 
confsecy@nyac.com. The reports, 
resolutions and petitions will be 
periodically posted on the web site 
beginning in late April.

Registration
This year, ALL registrations 

must be made online; there will be 
no onsite registration at Hofstra. 
Early-bird registration is $225; 
registrations after May 1 are $250. 
The last day to register is May 
21. Housing is $50.25/night for 
a single; and $40.25/night per 
person for a double.

 
Health Kits

We will again be collecting 
health kits for UMCOR. Health 
kits provide basic necessities to 
people who have been forced 
to leave their homes because 
of human conflict or natural 
disaster. Health kits are also used 
as learning tools in personal 
hygiene, literacy, nutrition, 
and cooking classes. Detailed 
information can be found at, 
http://www.nyac.com/files/
fileslibrary/2014-healthkitsflyer.
pdf.

Shirley Parris Service Award
Nominees may be either lay 

or clergy persons who have 
demonstrated a consistent pattern 
of faithful, uncompensated service 

and tireless devotion to Jesus 
Christ and the United Methodist 
connection. Nominations are due 
by May 1 and each should include 
a descriptive resume of the 
individual’s service to his or her 
local church, the district, annual 
conference, jurisdiction and 
the general church. Completed 
nominations should be emailed 
to: Renata Smith, conference lay 
leader at, renata.smith@nyac-
umc.com. Please contact her with 
any questions.

Lay Candidates for General & 
Jurisdictional Conferences

Eligible laypersons should 
declare their candidacy to be 
a delegate by April 1. Detailed 
information will also be posted 
online and in the Lay Member’s 
Guide to Annual Conference 
found at www.nyac.com/ac.

Bible Study
8:30 a.m., Thursday: Rev. Dr. 

Charles Ferrara, retired NYAC 
elder, will lead the session in the 
arena.

8:30 a.m., Friday: Rev. Dr. 
Pamela R. Lightsey will deliver 
our inaugural “Reverend Bill 
Perkins Lecture” in the arena.  
Lightsey is associate dean at 
the Boston University School of 
Theology.

Early morning worship and 
communion will be held at 6 a.m. 
both Thursday and Friday in the 
Greenhouse (lower level of the 
student center).

Honoring Rev. Perkins
Rev. Bill Perkins, who served 

as a district superintendent on 
Long in the 1980s, was dedicated 
to education. After his death, his 
family established a memorial 
fund to support the work of the 
Learning Center in the conference 
office. The center is also named in 
his memory.

There will also be a liturgical 
“Dance Day Apart” for training 
of dancers of all ages to honor the 
dance ministry of Perkins’ wife, 
Carol, who now lives in Florida.

Accessibility Issues
The Committee on 

Accessibility, chaired by 
Stephanie Parsons, has been 
actively working both to define 
its mission in our conference and 
to understand the best way that 
we—as guided by the Spirit—
may help the conference move 
ahead. One of their goals is to 
make the annual conference at 
Hofstra an event at which feel 
welcome.

The committee will have an 
information table at Hofstra 
dealing with accessibility 
issues for our congregants, our 
congregations, our clergy and our 
communities.

In addition, a member of the 
committee, Pastor John LeCain, 
will serve as liaison between 
individuals with accessibility 
issues and the conference staff. 

Conference to Explore ‘Being Prophetic Church’
Continued from page 3

Continued on page 6
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Take a Survey About Prison Ministries

BY REV. JOHN COLLINS
There were eight of us. 

Methodist pastors invited to 
Green Haven Prison in 1970 by 
Ed Muller, legendary chaplain. 
We spent three sessions with men 
in Ed’s weekly Exodus program at 
Eastern Correctional Facility.

To listen to these men—many 
serving life sentences—talk 
about how the group changed 
their life and how they were now 
committed to bringing about 
change in the world and in their 
own lives, even from behind 
prison walls, was life-changing. It 
led me to visit two men on death 
row and become involved in an 
effort that led to a Christmas 
clemency for one of them.

In the 1980s, Muller and Bill 
Webber, then president of New 
York Theological School, worked 
together to get approval for a new 
master’s degree program at Sing 
Sing prison.

That program has now 
graduated more than 300 
men, whose lives have been 

Benny Custodio, center, talks 
with clergy members during 
a February 2012 Compass 
retreat.

Prison Ministry: How It Changed Me

transformed. And of those 
who have since been released, 
the recidivism rate is nearly 
zero. Many are now pastors, 
social workers, chaplains and 
community organizers. Those 
who remain in prison continue 
a ministry of working with 
their fellow prisoners. Many of 
these teach in the Rising Hope 
program, begun by Webber 
to help inmates obtain their 
bachelor in arts degree.

Several years ago, I was invited 
to teach in Rising Hope at the 

Fishkill Correctional Facility. I 
team-teach with graduates of 
the Sing Sing program, who are 
called “facilitators,” because the 
Department of Corrections does 
not recognize them as instructors.

One night a week, I make the 
130-mile round trip to Fishkill to 
teach for two hours. Each year, we 
have a new class of men seeking 
to advance their education and 
change their lives. Courses 
include subjects as diverse as 
public speaking, pastoral care, 
and world religions. I have co-
taught courses in ethics, history 
of Christianity, contemporary 
theology, each year to a new class 
of about 20 men. They are highly 
motivated and it is an exciting 
and challenging experience. The 
men who are my co-teachers 
would be comfortable in college 
teaching positions anywhere. 

Although we are prohibited 
from personal involvement with 
the students, I am able to write 
letters to the parole board on 

The 2013 New York Annual Conference adopted 
legislation calling upon “the Conference to 
embark upon a broad-based Prison Initiative,” 
encouraging all our local churches and 
organizations to commit to engage in or expand 
engagement in prison ministry. 

Toward that end, the Conference Board of 
Church and Society is surveying church leaders 
to identify what prison ministries are already 
taking place, what churches would be interested 

in starting new prison ministries or expanding 
existing ones, and who might be willing to serve 
as resource people or mentors to those who 
are looking to develop prison ministries. This 
information can help connect people passionate 
about these ministries with each other and 
with those who are feeling called to start such 
ministries. To participate in the survey before 
March 28, go to: www.surveymonkey.com/s/
YH37RY2.

Continued on page 6
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Sugar Loaf Youth Raise $324 for Pantry
Daniel Brenner, from left, Kyle Crozier, Marc Mifsud and 
Zack Bauman were part of the youth group members 
who made and sold two kinds of soup to the Sugar Loaf 
UMC congregation on March 2. The soup sale was staged 
as an event in the world-wide SouperBowl of Caring, an 
organization that raises awareness about world hunger. 
It is the eighth year the youth have participated in the 
program. Proceeds of $324.00 along with 78 canned items 
were donated to the Warwick Ecumenical Food Pantry. 
Janet’s Quality Baked Goods in Florida donated all the 
rolls served at the event.

their behalf. Several have been 
released on parole.

Two years ago, one of these, 
Hector “Benny” Custodio was 
released on parole and we invited 
him to preach at my church, 
Memorial UMC in White Plains. 
Shortly after that I asked him 
to invite five other formerly 
incarcerated men to meet with 
a group of new clergy in the 
Compass program of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry.

This led to invitations for the 
men to preach at several UM 

Prison Ministry: How It Changed Me
churches, including Peekskill, 
South Ozone Park, Union 
(Brooklyn), and Oceanside, 
and to ongoing relationships 
with several. Today, Benny 
is a certified chaplain and an 
employment specialist at a non-
profit on Long Island, where he 
helps at risk youth and men and 
women coming out of prison 
to secure employment. Before 
he went to prison 23 years ago, 
Benny was a gang leader of one 
of the largest gangs in New York. 

He is now using those leadership 
skills to help others and to lead 
many to faith.

Prison ministry has given new 
meaning to my Christian faith 
and introduced me to a whole 
new community of prisoners 
and the formerly incarcerated. 
I have recruited several pastors 
and lay folk to teach in Rising 
Hope. I recommend it and prison 
ministry in general. After all, I 
meet Jesus every week behind the 
prison walls!

Continued from page 5

Please contact him with any 
questions or concerns you may 
have regarding accommodations, 
area transportation, meals, 
arena/plenary matters or other 
accessibility concerns that may 
arise. Please contact LeCain via 
email at, john.lecain@nyac-umc.
com, or phone, 518-821-2816.

So you think you can dance?
Whether you dance, are a 

dancer at heart, a learned dancer 
or somewhere in between 
you please join in ministering 
through dance at the 2014 Annual 
Conference. Please contact 
Rev. Sheila Beckford at, sheila.
beckford@nyac.com.

Conference to 
Explore ‘Being 
Prophetic Church’
Continued from page 4
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of a “Just Resolution Agreement” 
by the New York Annual 
Conference. “I think it’s going to 
add to the momentum for change 
within the church.”

Neither Rev. Randall C. Paige 
nor Rev. Roy E. Jacobsen, the 
original complainants against 
Ogletree, were present at the news 
conference, but they released 
a joint statement expressing 
dismay at the settlement.

“It makes no acknowledgement 
of the breaking of our clergy 
covenant, the clear teaching of 
Scripture and our agreed upon 
way of discipleship expressed 
in our Book of Discipline,” they 
said. 

The two clergymen were 
not involved in the agreement 
discussions. “The comments of 
the complainants were received 
and considered as part of the just 
resolution process,” said Rev. 
William S. Shillady, secretary 
of the court, “but they are not 
signers of the just resolution 
agreement.”

‘Cessation of church trials’
Bishop Martin McLee gave the 

agreement some of its weight by 
calling for “a cessation of church 
trials” for those who conduct 
same-gender wedding or union 
ceremonies. In a statement, he 
pointed to the harm, expense and 
distraction of trials. He noted 
later that nearly a third of his 
time over the past year had been 
devoted to such complaints.

Instead, the bishop will 
convene a public forum, 
with Ogletree as one of the 
participants, “to contribute to 
the healing within the body and 
greater understanding” among 
those in the conference. He 
expects the forum, which will 
include a panel of 10–12 people 
and an audience, to be in April or 
May before the 2014 New York 
Annual Conference meeting in 
June.

In their statement, Paige 
and Jacobsen acknowledge 
that “dialog and deep listening 
are good” but not a substitute 
for vows of obedience to the 
denomination.

“Bishop McLee’s commitment 
to have no more trials for those 
accused of performing same-sex 
services means that numerous 

complaints that are in process 
will be held in abeyance and 
further complaints will be 
discouraged,” they added.

Rev. Tom Lambrecht, vice 
president and general manager of 
the unofficial United Methodist 
evangelical renewal group Good 
News, said his organization is 
“deeply disappointed” by the New 
York Conference decision. His 
concern is that other like-minded 
conferences could copy this 
“pattern of non-accountability.”

“We are seeing the 
balkanization of the church, 
where different parts of the 
church live by different standards 
and hold to different theological 
understandings,” Lambrecht 
told the UMNS. “I see this 
balkanization as a precursor to 
the potential disintegration of the 
“United” Methodist Church.”

In a March 12 clarification, the 
New York Conference said the 
resolution in the Ogletree case 
was not “a blanket dismissal-in-
advance of every complaint filed 
against those performing same-
gender weddings.” As all bishops, 
McLee will continue to follow 
“Administrative Fair Process,” as 
outlined in the Book of Discipline, 
the statement said.

Ogletree’s trial had been 
scheduled for March 10 at First 
UMC in Stamford, Conn. Retired 
Bishop S. Clifton Ives, the 
presiding officer or the equivalent 
of a judge, postponed the trial 
date Feb. 10.

Hope, Dismay at Ogletree Resolution
Continued from page 1

Ogletree’s family, from right, 
wife Mary-Lynn, son Tom, and 
son-in-law Nicholas Haddad 
listen to the proceedings. 

Continued on page 8
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Ives, who had returned the 
complaint to McLee for a further 
attempt at just resolution, told 
UMNS he hoped “there might 
be a discussion” about the 
agreement by some level of 
the denomination’s Council of 
Bishops.

“I would like colleague bishops 
to begin to understand there may 
be other ways to solve problems 
other than a trial,” Ives said.

Facts not in dispute
As Rev. Timothy J. Riss, who 

served as counsel for the interests 
of the church at large, pointed 
out, the facts of the case were not 
in dispute.

Ogletree did perform a 
wedding ceremony “for two 
grooms,” violating Paragraph 
2702.1b of the Book of Discipline, 
which prohibits United Methodist 
pastors from officiating at same-
gender marriage ceremonies. The 
question, he noted, was what type 
of penalty would be imposed.

Based on the persistent 
advocacy by many of the 
conference’s clergy and lay 
leaders for the inclusion of 
LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and questioning) 
people, Riss said, he thought the 
retired pastor would have been 
more likely to receive sympathy 
than sanctions.

Ogletree and others signing on 
to the resolution “have agreed 
to forgo the expense, trouble 
and pain of conducting an 
unnecessary trial which would 
only achieve a result equivalent 
to what we have negotiated,” Riss 
explained.

The just resolution represents 
the best of interest of the church 
by allowing it to keep lines of 
communication open and “stop 
demonizing those we disagree 
with,” he said.

Rev. Scott Campbell, who 
served as counsel for Ogletree, 
and is a signer of the agreement, 
lauded the agreement and 
McLee’s action. “He has had the 
vision and the courage to move 
us in the only direction that may 
save our church from schism,” 
Campbell said in his remarks at 
the news conference.

Paige and Jacobsen disagree 
with that assessment, noting 
that some faithful United 
Methodists will feel ignored. 
“Far from avoiding schism, 
today’s settlement increases the 
probability that schism will take 
place,” their statement said.

Looking for more
For those who are waiting 

for a full reversal of church 
prohibitions, the dismissal of the 
Ogletree complaint is not enough.

Dorothee Benz of Methodists 

in New Directions, an advocacy 
group that has provided direct 
support to the retired pastor, 
commended McLee’s “very bold 
step” to find “a new way out of 
this problem,” and said the time 
for complacency is over.

Frank Schaefer, who was 
defrocked as a pastor after his 
own trial in November, also 
thanked McLee. “This indicates 
further how big our division is 
on the issue, but it also shows 
the advances we are making,” he 
wrote in an emailed statement.

Rev. Amy DeLong, who had a 
June 2011 church trial and is part 
of the Love Prevails advocacy 
group, described the systematic 
oppression represented by church 
policy as an enormous rock, with 
the New York Conference action 
taking only a small chip out of it. 
“The piece that was missing was 
the church apology to him and his 
family,” she added.

“I’m heartened, but we’re 
not there,” said Lyn Ellis, co-
coordinator of Affirmation, 
a long-time advocacy group. 
“Justice can’t be served if this can 
happen again.”

The text of the just resolution 
statement and a video of the 
March 10 press conference can 
be found at, www.nyac.com/
newsdetail/96157.

Hope, Dismay at Ogletree Resolution
Continued from page 7
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BY REV. WILLIAM 
TOWNSEND
Children’s Home Director  
of Spiritual Life

This year I was privileged to 
follow Santa on his rounds to the 
dorms. It was an exciting time as 
the young people received and 
opened their gifts. Sounds of 
appreciation filled the air. “I got 
new socks.” “I got a doll.” “I got 
a radio-controlled car.” One little 
fellow tore into a large package 
and screamed, “This is what I 
have wanted my whole life!” What 
could be better than that?

Can you remember a time when 
you received something you have 
wanted your whole life? Maybe 
it was your first new car. Maybe 
it was purchasing your dream 
home. Perhaps it was the birth of 
your first grandchild. Remember 
how good it felt. Such moments 
are something to be treasured. 

Are you a new Sunday school superintendent? Are 
you the director of children’s Christian education 
at your church? Have you been the director for 
awhile and want some new ideas?  Would you like to 
connect with area churches to share ideas, concerns 
and resources?

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, 
then this is a workshop for you.

Topics to be discussed include: planning, 
budget, curriculum, recruiting volunteers, training 
volunteers and staff, discipline, and safe sanctuaries.

Workshop are being offered at various locations 
throughout the conference on a Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Cost: $20 per church, bring as many people as you 

would like. Breakfast will be served.
Each participant will receive a flash drive filled 

with information.
	May 10: Hicksville UMC, 130 W. Old Country 

Road, Hicksville, N.Y.
	May 10: UMC of Waterbury, 250 Country Club 

Road, Waterbury, Conn.
	May 17: Clinton Avenue UMC, 122 Clinton 

Avenue, Kingston, N.Y.
	May 31: Poughkeepsie UMC, 2381 New 

Hackensack Road, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Registration info is on the Children’s Ministries 

page at, www.nyac.com/childrensministries. 
Or contact Cassandra Negri via email at, 
childrensministry@nyac-umc.com.

Sunday School Director Training

Love & Belonging The Greatest Gifts of All

It is easy for us to take for 
granted some of the things the 
young people in our care have 
longed for their whole lives. 
Things like the love and security 
of a family, a sense of knowing 
where they belong, and a positive 
sense of self. The fact is, many of 
the things humans long for aren’t 
really “things” at all. I believe that 
security, identity and belonging 
are the basic desires of every 
human heart, young and old alike. 

It would be nice if we could 
wrap these three gifts in pretty 
paper and have them hand 
delivered by a jolly man in a red 
suit. Every person could have 
his or her need for security, 
identity and belonging met in an 
instant. But it doesn’t work that 

way. These important gifts come 
wrapped in the love and caring 
of family and staff members 
and in the experience of positive 
child/adult relationships. More 
importantly, these gifts come 
wrapped in the arms of a loving, 
accepting God. These gifts take a 
long time to deliver. 

But little by little, young people 
at the Children’s Home come 
to know—perhaps for the first 
time—the simple things they 
have longed for their whole lives. 
They are safe. They are loved. 
They are valued. What could be 
better than that?

For more information on the 
Children’s Home, call 607-772-
6904 (or toll free 800-772-6904), 
ext. 131, or visit the web site at 
www.chowc.org. Please feel free 
to send donations directly, or use 
the New York Conference advance 
number, 60-0588.
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New Paltz Repair Café Gets Stuff Fixed

The community and church members bring their “beloved, but 
broken” items to the Repair Café, above, where a doll can get 
a little loving care, below.

BY JOHN WACKMAN
New Paltz UMC

Repair Café is a free community 
meeting place to bring a “beloved, 
but broken” item to get fixed—for 
free. “Repair Coaches”—men and 
women with significant skills—
make the repair while you watch 
or help. In other words, this is 
not a drop-off service. A lot of 
stuff gets fixed. People leave very 
happy.

The idea was born in 
Amsterdam in 2009 and is just 
beginning to pop up in the United 
States. Our version at New Paltz 
United Methodist Church kicked 
off in May 2013, and is part of that 
first wave.

Here are five good things to 
know about it:

Repair Café Has Layers
Repair Café is about these 

things: Extend the life of stuff you 
care about. Preserve and pass-on 
repair know-how. Get curious 
about the way things work. Use 
tools. Sit elbow-to-elbow at a 
worktable with your neighbor. 
Have fun. 

We say bring your “beloved, 
but broken” item to Repair Café. 
A friend said, “I guess that means 
I shouldn’t just bring any old 
piece of crap.”

Hmmm. That’s sorta true. It 
means the item you bring should 
mean something to you. You’d 
really like to keep it. As one of 
our young volunteers said: If it’s 
broken, bring it.

So, What Kind Of Stuff Gets 
Fixed? 

Ever heard of a “Magic Quartz 
Cooker”? They made them in the 
60’s. Ellen James remembers her 
mother using it to broil fish year 
round on the back porch (keep 
that fishy smell out of the house). 
Ellen brought it, our repair 
coaches put their heads together, 
and Ellen left impressed and 
happy. “Swell crowd,” she wrote 
in our comments book. 

What else? Vacuum cleaners, 
CD players, radios, skirts and 
sweaters, chairs and lots of lamps 
(lamp parts are available “at 
cost”). Marie Young’s “good old” 
shopping cart got a new wooden 
wheel. Kimiko Link’s daughter 
brought her doll baby with a 
smushed face. Felicia Casey at 
our dolls and stuffed animals 
worktable made her feel better. 

Across the room, Justin Peone 
was reconfiguring laptops.

Who Are The Repair 
Coaches?

Men and women with 
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New Paltz Repair Café Gets Stuff Fixed
significant repair skills who 
volunteer their time for for hours 
on a Saturday every other month. 
Some run professional repair 
businesses—for them this is a 
way to get out in the community 
and get better known. Some are 
retired—the Retired Men of 
New Paltz’ group has stepped 
up nicely. Pretty much everyone 
shares this trait: they all liked to 
take stuff apart when they were 
kids.

The profile of a good Repair 
Coach is a person who is:
	A curious troubleshooter
	A good listener
	Wants to help make the repair, 

but won’t be frustrated if that 
isn’t reasonable or possible 

Bring On The Scouts!
Our Cub Scout Packs and 

Girl and Boy Scout Troops are 
now becoming very active. They 
are helpful volunteers (always 
in uniform!) but perhaps even 
better, they are watching and 
learning at the worktables—

mechanical and electric, digital, 
and dolls and stuffed animals—
which leads to earning merit 
badges.

A Deeper Layer
A deeper layer is frankly 

theological. Do you know the 
Leonard Cohen lyric: “There is a 
crack in everything, that’s how the 
light gets in.” It is no accident that 
the United Methodist Church of 
New Paltz has provided the home 
for Repair Café.

Central to every wisdom 
tradition is the idea of “healing 
that which is broken” (in Hebrew 
Tikkun Olam: repair of the world). 
I grew up Methodist, joined the 
New Paltz UMC when I moved 
here last year. When I explained 
the idea for Repair Café to Pastor 
Bette Sohm, she immediately 
“got it.” And I cannot say 
enough about the support of this 
congregation!

Growing the Idea
The people who started Repair 

Café in Amsterdam started 

the Repair Café Foundation to 
replicate this idea everywhere. 
Their English-language web site is 
www.RepairCafe.org.

The New Paltz café was helped 
by the Repair Café organizers in 
Pittsfield, Mass., who started up 
last January. We are currently 
helping Repair cafes start up 
this spring in Poughkeepsie, 
Rosendale and Woodstock.

Only one more thing to say. 
What beloved but broken item 
will you bring to our next Repair 
Café?

When: Ongoing the 3rd 
Saturday of every other month; 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where: New Paltz UMC, corner 
of Main and Grove streets.

What: The Café side provides 
sustenance for your repair 
journey. Coffee and tea are free; 
baked treats and fruit are for sale.

Sponsors: New Paltz UMC 
and New Paltz Climate Change 
Coalition

Facebook page: Repair Café 
New Paltz

The United Methodist Church is at its best when it 
reaches out to sisters and brothers in need. Generous 
gifts given in the One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
support the work of the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief around the world. UMCOR provides 
immediate assistance in the wake of disasters and 
participates in ongoing ministries of food, shelter, 
health and peace.

Donations UMCOR receives through this offering, 

along with other undesignated gifts made throughout 
the year, cover their costs of doing business. UMCOR 
is not subsidized by the United Methodist World 
Service Fund or apportionment funds,

On March 30, many congregations will receive this 
special offering, which ensures that when a crisis 
happens, 100 percent of giving for that disaster goes 
to those in need.  Resources for this special offering 
can be found at, http://www.umcgiving.org.

Prepare for Special Offering, “One Great Hour of Sharing”

Continued from page 10
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BY JACOB DHARMARAJ
President, NFAAUM

On President’s Day, two 
bishops, a general secretary and 
several of us from The United 
Methodist Church were arrested, 
handcuffed and thrown in jail as 
we sang songs and knelt in prayer 
for immigrants’ rights in front of 
the White House. Nine others and 
I were put in a six-by-nine foot 
cell, with nothing but our clothes 
on our body.

As an active member of the 
task force set up by the action 
of the General Conference and 
Council of Bishops, I have 
heard many horror stories 
about the despondent plight of 
undocumented immigrants. The 
tipping point came to me recently 
from two fronts: No abatement in 
the forceful deportation of 1,100 
people every day which splits 
children and families, and the 
monetary and sexual exploitation 
of some immigrants who want 
to stay in the country in order to 
place food on their family’s table.

As National President of the 
Asian Federation, I have listened 
keenly for the stories of Asian 
immigrants. Not too long ago, 
a parent of two children was 
forced to provide sexual favors 
in order to stay for a little more 
time in the country. Upon 
further investigation, I found 
out that it was not an isolated 
case. Undocumented immigrants 
are extremely vulnerable and 
targets of exploitation and 
criminalization.

Community: A Home We Build Together

The issue of immigration is 
an area fraught with complexity. 
Many factors contribute to human 
migration. They are broadly 
summarized under two categories: 
pull factor and push factor. Pull 
factor involves migration to a 
new place or a region on account 
of better jobs and for economic 
reasons available there. The 
push factor involves an escape 
from poverty, oppression and 
persecution. Walls and harsh 
policies could not keep people 
from seeking better opportunities 
or a way out of cruelty. 

Since 1990s, the onset of 
globalization, fast travel and 
advanced technology have 
transformed not only the quality 

of life but also shattered self-
enclosed boundaries. Mass 
migration ceaselessly continues 
from multiple access points—air, 
land and sea. For the first time in 
the history of humanity, a world-
community without a world-state 
is being formed. Consequently, 
we are compelled to re-orient 
our lives, our world-view and 
missional engagements along a 
“local-global axis.” 

In the United States there is a 
vast population of undocumented 
immigrants living among us. 
The people we might once have 
called the “other” are now in 
our neighborhood, maybe in our 
home, in our bed or maybe in 
ourselves. In this context, what 
our church needs today is not 
necessarily brilliant minds but 

UMNS PHOTO BY JAY MALLIN
Rev. Jacob Dharmaraj, front row left, kneels in prayer in 
front of the White House with other United Methodist faith 
leaders, including Harriett Jane Olson, Bishop Julius Trimble, 
and Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño in support of progress on 
immigration reform and an end to deportations. 

Continued on page 13
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Community: A Home We Build Together
Continued from page 12

compassionate hearts. It is the 
relationship with the “other” that 
makes us properly human that is 
open minded and kindhearted. 

We need a comprehensive 
immigration reform that 
recognizes the hardships and 
contributions of people moving 
here, that keeps families together 
in this country, and creates a 
rational process of citizenship 
for new Americans. That will 
do more for the United States 
than expensive and impractical 
approaches like trying to deport 
millions of people, or trying to 
wall off a 2,000-mile border. 

Our broken immigration 
system has spawned a thriving 
market for smugglers and 
exploiters, and has generated 
chaos. A seemingly random 
enforcement policy targets 
ordinary immigrant workers 
and families, which wreak havoc 
among children and youth who 
were born and raised in the 
United States.  

Well-meaning Christians 
often say that undocumented 
workers are breaking the law by 
either overstaying their visa or 
entering “illegally.” They quote 
fuzzy statistics, cite drunk or 
criminal immigrants, and display 
negative portraits of them. They 
often paint with a broad brush 
that many of the immigrants are 
violent and criminals. 

In the book Such is Life, the 
writer brilliantly presents a 

tension between the law of society 
and a more universal sense of 
right and wrong, very much 
like the tension which exists in 
our society today, especially in 
matters of immigration policy.

Steve Thompson, one of the 
book’s lead characters, describes 
the injustice of his situation. 
“I’m sick and tired of studying 
why some people should be in a 
position where they have to go 
out of their way to do wrong, and 
other people are cornered to that 
extent that they can’t live without 
doing wrong, and can’t suicide 
without jumping out of the frying-
pan into the fire.” 

Many immigrants are here 
primarily to provide food for their 
families very much like Joseph’s 
brothers who crossed borders to 
Egypt to fill their sacks with grain. 
Some among us have become 
accustomed to the cruelties and 
injustices surrounding us and 
untroubled by them unless they 
affect us directly. Trapped in 
closed circle around sameness, 
some among us still fail to explore 
the mysteries of pain, death and 
loss. 

As members of the immigration 
task force, we are not engaged in 
justice ministries to win or defeat. 
Not even to make a difference, 
albeit it would be good. We stand 
for our Christian conviction 
and mission principle as we are 
daunted by the enormity of the 
immigrants’ grief. As a faith 
community, we live in justice 

and mercy, compassion and 
righteousness, commitment and 
charity. Therefore, we commit 
ourselves to a proposition that 
reason and persuasion are the 
only acceptable ways of this 
impasse. 

The members of the task 
force are aware that we are not 
obligated to complete the task 
but neither are we to free to 
abandon it. Collectively, we as 
a group have developed the art 
of hanging in there by standing 
in solidarity with the weak and 
vulnerable when their future is in 
the balance. And press on until 
no family is broken without fair 
hearing or disrupted by forceful 
deportation. 

The members of the task 
force are committed to playing 
a creative and responsible role 
in these changing times. This 
involves a change of heart, a re-
positioning of what we consider 
valuable, an appreciation of now 
as an inner moment, a moment 
that can inspire change.

Finally, we acknowledge that 
we cannot achieve our goal alone. 
It is a collective endeavor. Hence 
we join hands with all Kingdom 
workers to celebrate life not 
death. For many immigrants can 
cope with death but not life in the 
current form. It is not death that 
defeats them but life in limbo that 
disgraces them. We are convinced 
that a community is a home we 
build together. 
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Team Vital Explores Organizational Health
BY XIMENA A. VARAS
Certified Lay Minister

On February 20 and 21, I 
attended the third national Team 
Vital meeting in Bedford, Texas. 
Team Vital began in 2012, with 
all conferences from across the 
nation invited to participate. Our 
first meeting was in February 2013 
with 11 conferences answering 
that call.

During our most recent 
gathering, we focused on 
organizational and leadership 
health.  Previous to our meeting, 
we were asked to read the 
book, “The Advantage: Why 
Organizational Health Trumps 
Everything Else in Business,” one 
in a series by Patrick Lencioni. The 
book provided a solid foundation 
for our conversations on how 
to help our conferences and 
congregations organize in a way 
that is productive for ministry.

We explored different leadership 
behaviors, and discovered how we, 
as leaders, need to not only learn 
our own behaviors, but be mindful 
of these behaviors when choosing 
the leaders in our congregations. 

We also learned about tools 
that would help conferences 
assess clergy effectiveness.  Our 
own annual conference has been 
working for the last year on 
developing a tool that will help in 
this area.  We had time to discuss 
and to listen to what has been 
working in our conference and 
what we are struggling with.

New Appointments Announced

 All this is grounded on the 
basis that passionate, Christ-
like disciples are formed in vital 
congregations that are engaging 
people in vital worship, small 
groups, and powerful mission. 
We need to empower people to 
do ministry. We need to connect 
people in ministry and mission 
where they are. We need to call 
forth their talents and gifts.

We started each morning 
with worship and discussed the 
importance of teams to develop 
worship services that are inspiring 
and relevant in our congregations. 

We also had the opportunity 
to look at some data from the last 
two years. I was happily surprised 
to see that nationally and within 
NYAC, we are becoming more vital 
in many areas!  This is working! 
Our efforts are bearing fruit and 
that gives me even more energy to 
engage in the Team Vital work.

So what is next?  
Our conference Team Vital will 

continue to help congregations 
who are willing to roll up their 
sleeves, think outside the box, and 
work hard on their health and 
vitality.

Our next event, Team Vital 
Presents: Churches Changing 
Communities and the World, is 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday April 5, 
at the Southbury (Conn.) Crowne 
Plaza.

Our presenter is Rev. Jorge 
Acevedo, author of “Vital: 
Churches Changing Communities 
and the World,” and recipient 
of Denman Evangelism Award. 
Acevedo will explore the behaviors 
of vital congregations—no matter 
their size or circumstance. We can 
all be vital. For more information 
and to register your church 
team, go to: www.nyac.com/
eventdetail/55799. 

Rhonda Taylor to UMC of 
Hartford

Kathleen Patterson to 
Bakerville UMC, district hire

Enock Yatri to AIEM as 
chaplain at Solamaor 
Hospice Care (LFT), 
effective February 3.

David Henry to St. Paul’s, 
Brooklyn

Anthony Mecca to 
Saugerties

Steven Kim to Watertown

Sungmu Lee to First and 
Wesley, West Haven.

Kenny Yi to AIEM. Yi, who 
currently serves as the LIW 
District Superintendent, is 
leaving that position.

Marvin Moss to Salem; 
he currently serves 
Cascade UMC in the North 
Georgia Conference.

Sheila Beckford to Westbury
Joseph Piccirillo to Memorial 

in Avon, Conn.
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deadly. We’re asking you to help 
see the project through to its 
conclusion.

Individuals and churches can 
help in several ways:
	On April 25, World Malaria 

Day, the conference is throwing 
a spring fundraiser, “Take 
a Flying Leap.” Long Island 
East District Superintendent 
Adrienne Brewington, a 
seasoned skydiver, is host for 
this tandem skydiving event. 
A team has been formed, but 
there is room for additional 
jumpers at Sky Dive Long 
Island. Skydivers will collect 
sponsors and pledges from 
family, friends or their 
churches. Those who raise 
$5000 or more will jump for 
free; everyone else pays a $230 
jump fee. Participants will 
watch a training video and then 
work with a certified instructor 
before and during the jump. 
There will be also be a video 
available to purchase and share 
with your sponsors.
To pledge online, go to www.

nyac.com/inm, and choose one 
of the skydivers listed or write 
in another name. Show your 
support for your district skydiving 
representative by selecting from 
the drop down list. Jumpers 
on the list thus far and their 
affiliations are: Rev. Adrienne 

Jump, Shoot and Score Against Malaria 
Brewington, Long Island East; 
Kazu Gomi, Metropolitan District; 
Sylum Mastropaolo, youth (at 
least 18 years old); Sam Rosenfeld 
of the conference staff; and Rev. 
Charles Ryu, Catskill Hudson 
District.
	Support for Imagine No Malaria 

is also happening on the 
ground on April 25; visitors are 
welcome to cheer the skydivers 
on at Skydive Long Island, 
400 David Court, Calverton, 
N.Y. Directions are available 
on their web site at, www.
skydivelongisland.com.
	Or help raise awareness about 

the campaign from the comfort 
of your living room on April 
25 by plastering the Imagine 
No Malaria logo all over the 
Internet on Facebook and 
Twitter.
	Mother’s Day will be here soon, 

and alternative giving cards 
are a perfect way to honor 
moms. The cards are blank 
on the inside and suitable for 
any occasion. The cards can be 
sent for groups to sell at church 
events. Please contact Lynda 
Gomi at, lgomi@nyac.com, or 
914-615-2228, to order cards 
to sell. Individual cards may be 
purchased on the web site at the 
link above.
	During annual conference 

in June, an offering will be 
received for Imagine No 

Malaria at the commissioning 
and ordination service on 
Saturday. Please bring any 
money your church raises to 
this service.
	And at 2 p.m., July 19, come 

be amazed by the basketball 
prowess and hilarious antics 
of the Harlem Wizards at a 
conference-wide event in the 
Hofstra University Arena. 
Tickets will be available 
beginning May 1, and are $20 
adults; $10 children; $100 
Courtside; and $50 VIP seats. 
Tickets can also be purchased 
at annual conference, where 
the Wizards are planning an 
appearance at the Parade of 
Ministry on Thursday night. 
All of the ticket proceeds will 
go to the Imagine No Malaria 
Initiative. Each church is 
challenged to sell between 75 
and 100 tickets for the event. Or 
just maybe you’d like to put up 
your basketball skills against 
the Wizards. Lynda Gomi is 
looking for individuals or teams 
willing to play for a 15-minute 
quarter. Please contact her at, 
lgomi@nyac.com, or 914-615-
2228.
The United Methodist Church 

is committed to transforming the 
world through the Imagine No 
Malaria Initiative. Put your faith 
into action today. Learn more at 
imaginenomalaria.org.
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BY JIM STINSON
Consultant on Older Adult 
Ministry 

“I have 
decided to 
expire,” were 
her exact 
words.

They were offered in response 
to my observation that she was 
not attached to the oxygen tank 
that had been her companion for 
nearly a year and the question, 
why not?  Because we both love 
repartee and because it felt so 
tense in her room, I said, “When 
did you become a license or a 
library book.”

She laughed and said, “I really 
meant to say, “I have decided to 
die. I am over ninety years old, 
have had a good life, and just 
don’t want to live this way any-
more.”

After a good listening session 
and some time in prayer, I left 
to respond to a call from Wicke 
Health Care Center, our long-term 
care community at Wesley Village. 
Upon getting there I went to see 
a resident, who is probably in his 
sixties, who wanted to speak to me 
about his decision to forego any 
further dialysis, knowing full well 
that doing so will likely bring a 
more rapid death.

After a good visit I left his room 
consumed with thoughts about the 
recurring questions surrounding 
“end of life” care and the fact that 
there are no final answers to them. 
Every situation is different, every 
person facing them is unique, one 

Supporting Older Adults Who Choose to Die
More Help for Ministry

Rev. Stinson has written a book, 
“Just Because I Am Old” that presents 
theological and practical information 
regarding senior and end-of-life care. The 
book discusses many issues related to 
aging, from spirituality and sexuality, to 
the every-day concerns of older adults.

Rev. Ann Pearson offered this back 
cover accolade for the book, “Attitude, 
spirituality, possibilities—Jim Stinson’s 
best advice for those growing old and for 
those in ministry with older adults. This publication is written 
through his experience as chaplain, publisher of monthly 
articles about older adult ministry and living into his very active 
retirement years. ‘Just Because I Am Old’ is an outstanding 
guide for ministry with older adults.”

The book is available through the publisher at,  
www.friesenpress.com, or on Amazon.com.

answer for every situation doesn’t 
satisfy!  

The questions that consume 
my thoughts in such situations 
centers on who gets to make the 
decision to stop treatments that 
are designed to prolong life, rather 
than to cure disease. What are the 
factual realities? Is the one making 
the decision the most appropriate 
person to be doing so? Are there 
signs of depression or other signs 
to suggest an emotional inability 
to make a truly informed deci-
sion? Who gets the final vote?  

Conscious, informed decisions, 
in light of ever increasing ad-
vanced technology, are the most 
difficult of all to make. Especially 
in the case when the person hav-
ing to make them has been raised 
in a faith tradition that values life 
and teaches only God can decide 
when it is over.

My friend who had decided 
to ‘expire’ had one question up-
permost in her mind when she 
announced her intentions. “Am I 
going to be in trouble with God for 
making this decision?”  Weighty? 
Fearsome? Cause for second-
guessing? Probably all of these 
things.

Believing that God’s love is all 
encompassing, and believing no 
one person has all the answers 
and that the person most involved 
(providing she is cognitively able 
to do so) should be the one decid-
ing, my response was to ask other 
questions, hopefully without bias 
or judgment.

“Who put you on oxygen, God 
or the doctor? Is there a possibility 
that ‘heroic measures’ are not re-
ally heroic, but a way to postpone 
the natural end? Could not your 
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Hurricane Sandy was the most destructive  
of the 2012 hurricane season, as well as one of the 
costliest ever. It’s no joke that Hurricane Sandy was 
nicknamed “Frankenstorm.” Although the hurricane 
made landfall in Brigantine, N.J., the damage 
spread across 24 states in the eastern United States, 
including Connecticut. 

With much of the news focused on New Jersey and 
New York, residents of Connecticut were left to pick 
up the pieces. Survivors were devastated. They felt 
alone and some even felt forgotten. While agencies, 
such as the Federal Emergency Management 
(FEMA), long-term recovery groups, and churches 
have been assisting those affected, other survivors 
are still displaced and lack the help necessary to 
return to their new “normal.”

The good news is that help is out there. The 
New York Annual Conference is proud to be in 
partnership with Connecticut Rises.

Founded by representatives from local faith-based 
and non-profit organizations, Connecticut Rises 
was created to help survivors statewide with unmet 
needs after Hurricane Sandy. These needs can be 
met with funds, appliances, furniture, and volunteer 
work. 

CT Rises is a committee of Connecticut Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster (CT VOAD). 
The purpose of CT Rises is to provide that state’s 
residents with a central resource for disaster 
recovery efforts and assistance. While originally 
formed to aid in the recovery from Hurricane 
Sandy, the committee exists to assist with any future 
disasters which may impact the state.

CT Rises is comprised of representatives from 
many organizations committed to serving the 
residents as they strive to recover and rise from the 
devastation following a disaster. Members of CT 
Rises work to accomplish the following mission:
	Identify disaster-caused unmet needs  

of individuals and families
	Identify available resources from voluntary 

organizations

	Coordinate delivery of appropriate resources to 
resolve identified needs
	Support preparedness efforts for future 

disasters to individuals and families
Call to action: If you know of Hurricane Sandy 

survivors in Connecticut who need assistance, 
have them call 2-1-1. This will connect them with a 
Connecticut Rises caseworker. This is a free service. 
Anybody is eligible to receive assistance if the need/
damage is disaster related. CT Rises helps survivors 
with mold remediation, debris removal, home 
damage, spiritual/emotional needs and more. 

As large-scale hurricanes become more common 
in the Northeast, Connecticut Rises along with the 
New York Annual Conference, will be there to aid 
future survivors with unmet needs throughout the 
state. Together we will “rise” to the challenge!

Gina Grubbs
Project Support, NYAC Sandy Recovery

(Follow me on twitter: @gina_nyac)

Connecticut Rises to Sandy Challenge

Supporting Older Adults 
Who Choose to Die

decision be a statement of faith that God is present 
even in our dying?”

Her response was quick and clear after we 
discussed her answers.

“Thank you, in different words, those are my 
questions. I think I’m comfortable even more now 
than I was before we talked through your questions.”

For any of us caring for or about a person trying 
to come to terms with end of life issues, there 
is danger in imposing our answer on someone 
who is in a very different place than we are, both 
spiritually and physically. Judgment is not our task. 
Neither is denying the person of her own decision-
making ability. Our task is empathy and support, 
trusting any judgment to the one whose love is all 
encompassing and never ending.
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Members of Bethel United 
Methodist Church plan to use the 
six weeks of Lent to help their 
Connectivut congregation and 
community learn more about 
hunger and poverty in the United 
States. The 250-member church 
is following the lead of its youth 
group who engage in the summer 
with a service project to help low-
income families in Central Appa-
lachia. 

“We are using Heifer Interna-
tional’s Seed of Change Initiative 
to help educate our members 
and community that poverty is a 
very big issue here in the United 
States,” said Ann McLellan, vol-
unteer Sunday school coordinator. 
Heifer’s Seeds of Change Initiative 
focuses on helping people living 
in extreme poverty in the Ap-
palachia region, stretching from 
rural Pennsylvania to northern 
Alabama, and the Arkansas Delta, 
which follows the Mississippi 
River along the eastern half of the 
state. The initiative focuses on 
community-based development. 

“Research tells us many people 
in the United States are without 
work and don’t have enough to 
eat,” said Pat Keay, national com-
munity engagement director for 
Heifer International. “One in six 
children in this country don’t 
know where or when they will find 
their next meal.”

Church members kicked off 
their six-week effort with a Lent 
Fair on February 9. The fair took 
place during the church “coffee 
hour” and members visited differ-
ent tables to learn about the Seeds 

Bethel Youth Inspire Lent Focus on Poverty & Hunger

of Change Initiative and other 
projects. In addition, the Sunday 
school passed out banks from 
Heifer’s Fill The Ark program and 
the donations will be received ev-
ery week. 

“We choose Heifer programs 
because we like its mission, it in-
volves animals which is nice for 
the children and it’s in line with 
what we want to teach our chil-
dren about giving,” said Ann.

Heifer International is a global 
nonprofit leader of sustainable 
agricultural development for 
smallholder farmers. Family-
oriented, community-based de-
velopment models remain at the 
core of Heifer’s programs, along 
with the passing on the gift pro-
cess where families agree to give 
the first offspring of their donated 
animal to another needy family. 
In addition, the Seeds of Change 

Heifer Sunday at Bethel UMC included a visit by a chicken and 
some goats—animals similar to what Heifer International is 
providing in Haiti.

Initiative helps farmers increase 
production, builds an infrastruc-
ture for selling their products and 
provides access to resources and 
financial assistance.

“We will need to double food 
production over the next two to 
three decades to keep up with 
worldwide demand. Support 
from churches like Bethel UMC is 
critical to help reach our goal of 
assisting two million families an-
nually,” said Kay.

Bethel United Methodist 
Church participated in Heifer’s 
REACH Project for Haiti in 2013. 
In addition to participating in 
the Fill the Ark program, church 
members purchased coffee from 
Haitian farmers as well as auction 
art by local artists to raise money.

For information about Heifer 
International programs, go to 
www.heifer.org. 
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DENVER—Complaints have been filed against 
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert alleging he has violated 
the sacred trust of his office. Acting in accordance 
with United Methodist church law, a supervisory 
response has been initiated by Bishop Elaine 
Stanovsky of Denver. 

The Council of Bishops requested that complaints 
be filed against Bishop Talbert, of Nashville, Tenn., 
after he performed an October wedding for two 
men in Alabama. The bishop of the region, Debra 
Wallace-Padgett, had asked him not to perform the 
ceremony. The Executive Committee of the Council 
of Bishops also made this request.

Bishop Stanovsky, president of the Western 
Jurisdiction College of Bishops, has been assigned to 
guide the confidential supervisory process according 
to the provisions of the Church’s Book of Discipline. 
Bishop Talbert is a member of the Western 
Jurisdiction, where he served before his retirement 
in 2000. Church law requires that complaints against 
bishops be heard in the jurisdiction where the 
bishop is a member.

The supervisory response 
is a review of the bishop’s 
ministry which “shall be directed 
toward a just resolution” of the 
complaint. The supervisory 
team consists of two bishops 
working in consultation with one 
clergy and one lay member of 
the jurisdictional committee on 
episcopacy. 

The supervisory team carefully 
maintains the confidentiality of the supervisory 
response, as guided by the Book of Discipline. “We 
find that confidentiality protects the integrity of the 
process and provides the best hope of the parties 
reaching a just resolution and offering healing to 
the Church,” Bishop Stanovsky said. “We need the 
whole Church to respect the supervisory process and 
uphold it in prayer. Everyone involved takes their 
role very seriously and is working for a just, healing 
and faithful outcome.” 

Complaints Filed Against Bishop Talbert

Bishop Melvin 
G. Talbert

Director of Connectional Ministries 
With Rev. Ann Pearson retiring effective July 1, 

the New York Annual Conference has launched a 
search for a director of connectional ministries 
who can provide visionary leadership The director 
of connectional ministries encourages and equips 
leaders and churches with training and resources 
for the transformation of lives, communities and the 
world. The Office of Connectional Ministries plans 
and executes programs and ministries throughout 
the conference to enhance and strengthen the 
United Methodist connection with all churches, 
clergy and laity of all ages.To apply, email a cover 
letter and resume by April 4 to “DCM Search 

Committee” at jobs@nyac-umc.com. Please do not 
call the Conference  Office about this position. A 
full description can be found at: www.nyac.com/
classifieddetail/96241.

C&S Seeks Social Justice Coordinator
The New York Annual Conference Board of 

Church & Society announces that the part-time 
paid staff position of social justice coordinator is 
currently open. More information will follow in 
future announcements and in next month’s Vision. 
To inquire about the position, you can contact 
Conference Board of Church & Society Chair Mary 
Ellen Kris at mekris@nyc.rr.com.

JOB OPENINGS



OBITUARIES
Rev. Lewis C. Johnson

Rev. Lewis C. Johnson, husband of the Rev. Thea 
Crites, who is a deacon in the New York Annual Con-
ference, died on March 7, at Calvary Hospital in New 
York City, after a long illness. He was a priest and 
pastoral psychotherapist with the Episcopal Diocese 
of New York. 

Johnson was a parish priest, therapist and consul-
tant to many parishes on matters of congregational 
life, development and mission. He was ordained in 
1981, served a curacy in Massachusetts, and then 
came to New York in the mid-1980s, serving par-
ishes in Montgomery, Walden and Monroe.

Drawn to the ministry of counseling and serving 
as a parish priest, he completed his education at the 
Blanton-Peale Institute in 1989 and began a concur-
rent psychoanalytic practice. From 2000 to 2005, 
he ministered as an assisting priest at St. Michael’s 
Church in New York City, and then, from 2005 to 
2013, as Vicar of the Church of the Good Shepherd 
on Roosevelt Island.

A Requiem Eucharist will be held at 3 p.m., March 
22, in the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine, 
1047 Amsterdam Avenue at 112th Street, Manhattan. 
Immediately following the service, a reception will 
be held at St. Michael’s Church, located at 225 W. 
99th Street near Amsterdam Avenue. Condolences 
may be sent to his family, the Reverend Thea Crites 
and his son, Peter Johnson, at hithea2012@gmail.
com. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in 
Johnson’s name to City Harvest, at www.cityharvest.
org.

Louise F. Purnell
Louise F. Purnell, wife of retired Reverend Rich-

ard A. Purnell, Jr., died February 27. Louise was 
the daughter of William Faupel and Ida Belle Bortz 
(Groff) of Mann’s Choice and Everett, PA. She grew 
up in Bedford and Lancaster and graduated from 
Dickinson College in 1944. The following year she 
married the Rev. Richard A. Purnell, Jr., a United 
Methodist minister.

Over the next 40 years, they served parishes in 
W. Falmouth, Mass.; Hampton Bays, Roosevelt, Bay 
Shore, Bellmore, Carmel, and Saugerties, all in New 
York, and in Watertown, Conn. In 1985, they retired 
to Myerstown, Penn.

In addition to her extensive parish work, Mrs. 
Purnell taught French and Latin at Manheim Central 
High School, was a remedial reading instructor in 
Carmel Junior High School, and a nursery teacher in 
Watertown.

While living in Saugerties and Carmel, she found-
ed the Mother Goose Nursery that continues to this 
day. In retirement, she loved travel and reading. 
Purnell was also an active member of the Myerstown 
Women’s Club, a docent at the Hershey Museum, 
and a board member of the Isaac Meir House. She 
was a member of the Zion United Methodist Church 
in Myerstown.

In addition to her husband, she is survived by 
a daughter, Susanna Purnell of Myerstown; a son 
Richard (Joanne) of McDonald, Penn.; and grand-
daughter, Lauren Purnell of Charlottesville, Va.

A funeral service was held March 6 at Zion UMC 
in Myerstown. The family suggests that memorial 
contributions be directed to the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) via checks to Zion 
UMC, 22 E. Main Ave., Myerstown, PA 17067.

Dorothea Dier 
Dorothea Dier, widow of the late Rev. John Ray-

mond Dier, died June 4, 2013, at age 92. (The confer-
ence only recently received word of her passing, and 
has been unable to locate an obituary, but several de-
tails about their life together are found in Rev. Dier’s 
memoir in the 1989 Conference Journal & Yearbook, 
pages 305–6).

Rev. Dier married Dorothea Hormel in 1943 at the 
Kings Highway Methodist Church in Brooklyn. The 
ceremony was performed by Dr. Arch Tremayne, a 
fellow pastor and friend. 

The couple loved to hike, having walked both to 
the bottom of the Grand Canyon, and to the top of 

March 18, 201420 NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

Continued on page 21



Mount Whitney in California. Each summer they 
spent a month in a small cabin on Lake McDonald in 
Glacier National Park in Montana.

Dier supported her husband’s ministry through 
appointments at East Meadow, N.Y., and in Brook-
lyn at First UMC, Janes, and Ocean Parkway. After 
retirement in 1970, the couple moved to Summit, 
New Jersey in 1971. Rev. Dier died in 1989. 

5/22–26 Community Nursing Training
Having a qualified nurse on a parish’s staff can 

enhance the church’s efforts to integrate whole 
person health. The parish nurse/faith community 
nurse is prepared to evaluate, and advocate on 
behalf of the congregation and the community 
concerns especially in whole person health and 
wellness. Sponsored by: the New York Conference, 
Parish Nurse Ministries of New York, and Trocaire 
College of Buffalo. The event is planned for the Edna 
Macy Conference Center in Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. 
Questions? Contact either: Claris Skerritt at, Claris.
Skerritt@nyac-umc.com, or 718-324-8386; or Ann 
Marie Mac Isaac at, ammacisaac@aol.com, or 716-
655-1163.

6/4–7 Annual Conference Gathering
The annual meeting of NYAC clergy and lay 

members runs from Wednesday to Saturday at 
Hofstra University, Hempstead, N.Y. In addition to 
the business sessions and times of celebration, this 
year’s agenda includes the election of clergy and lay 
delegates to jurisdictional and general conferences. 
The call to conference packets have been mailed, and 
online registration is now available at, www.nyac.
com/ac. Everyone must register in advance this year. 
Please see related story on Page 3.

7/24–26 Mission “u” Returns
Studies for the 2014 session in Danbury, Conn., 

will include the church and people with disabilities, 
the Roma of Europe and “how is it with your soul.” 
The one-day Saturday Sampler will again be offered 
on July 26.

Come and take part 
in an exciting hands-on 
workshop to see what we 
can “Imagine and Build 
with God.” Activities will 
include crafts, music, 
games and much more. 

Make connections with 
other churches to share 
resources and supplies 
for VBS. Refreshments 
will be served. 

This event is free, but 
registration is required. 
All workshops will be from 10:00 AM to Noon. 
Contact the consultant for the workshop you wish to 
register for directly.
	April 12: Hicksville UMC, 130 W. Old 

Country Road, Hicksville, N.Y. Reserve 
by April 5; contact Elizabeth Christie at, 
elizabeth.d.christie@gmail.com.
	April 26: UMC of Waterbury, 250 Country Club 

Road, Waterbury, Conn. Reserve by April 19; 
contact Debbie Mecca at, debmecca1@aol.com.
	April 26: Vail’s Gate UMC, 854 Blooming Grove 

Tpk/Route 94, New Windsor, N.Y. Reserve 
by April 19; contact Cassandra Negri at, 
childrensministry@nyac-umc.com.

Build a robot to greet 
the participants at 
your “Workshop of 
Wonders” Vacation 
Bible School 
program.

‘Workshop 
of Wonders’ 
VBS Preview
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