
Spanish congregation was organized. 

Rev. Baez was received into the New 

York East Conference and appointed as 

their pastor in 1922. The church was 

enormously successful between 1922 

and 1930. In 1928 the district 

superintendent reported that the 

Spanish Church “has 

a constituency of 

3000, 550 attended 

thei r  Chris tmas 

evening celebration 

and conversions 

constantly occur at 

their services. They 

think they could have 

a Sunday school of a 

thousand if possessed 

of proper facilities.”  

Unfortunately several 

relocations caused 

temporary losses of 

membership, but due 

in large part to the 

dedication of Rev. 

Baez the congregation 

was again doing well by 1950, having 

settled at President Street  and 

converted that space (originally an 

apartment) into a small sanctuary 

through hard work and dedication. The 

pastor, by then with the congregation 

for more than 30 years, was known as 

“Father B.” 

The sudden loss of “Mother B.” 

in 1951 was a great blow, but the 

ministry carried on. Each summer since 

Hispanic Ministries in Brooklyn and Manhattan 
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C. Wesley Christman Archives 

New York Annual Conference  

The Commission on Archives and 

History is pleased to honor two 

churches in our Annual Conference for 

their ministries of more than 90 years 

to the Hispanic communities in 

Brooklyn and Manhattan. 

The Hispanic population in the New 

York area has grown 

by leaps and bounds 

since 1920, with 

migrants from Puerto 

Rico arriving in large 

numbers during the 

early to mid 20th 

century, as well as 

Cuban, Dominican, 

Mexican, Ecuadorian, 

Colombian, and other 

Latin and Central 

American immigrants 

up to the present time. 

From the beginning 

the Methodist Church 

took up the challenge 

t o  s e r v e  t h i s 

community.   

Immanuel-First Spanish, Brooklyn 

The story of First Spanish Methodist 

Church in Brooklyn begins in 1917, 

with the arrival in New York of Rev. 

Alberto Baez and his wife Thalia, who 

had emigrated from Mexico. There 

was no organized church for Spanish 

speaking people at that time, but Rev. 

Baez was invited to preach to a small 

group of Latin Americans at First ME 

Church in Brooklyn, where in 1920 a 

...continued on page three 

Immanuel-First Spanish UMC, Brooklyn 
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What’s New at the Christman Archives  

Grants to Preserve Church Records Awarded! 
  

The Commission on Archives and History has awarded three $300 grants and 
one $100 grant to four local churches in the New York Annual Conference. The 
amount of the grants will be matched 1:1 by the local churches.  
  
Nine applications were received, and the following local church projects were 
funded: Christ UMC, Beacon NY for a preservation microfiche project for early 
church record books; Immanuel-First Spanish UMC, Brooklyn NY for a project 
to rehouse collections relating to the Immanuel Swedish congregation; First 
and Wesley UMC, New Haven CT for the purchase of metal shelving and 

archival enclosures for historical records; and Simsbury UMC, Simsbury CT 
toward the purchase of metal shelving to store historical records.  
 
The Commission anticipates awarding these grants yearly, with the deadline for 
next years’ grants in February 2015. For more information, contact Archivist Beth 
Patkus at archives@nyac.com.  

Support the environment and the 

Christman Archives by buying a 

stylish, reusable shopping bag 

(stores in a small pouch). 

Available for $6 (2 for $10). Contact 

us at archives@nyac.com to 

purchase.  

Congratulations to Lakeville UMC in Con-

necticut, which will celebrate its 225th anni-

versary in June 2014! The congregation was 

organized in 1789. On May 3, 2014 a histori-

cal talk about the church was given by Jean 

McMillan at the Salisbury Public Library in 

Salisbury CT. For the occasion the saddle-

bags used by Freeborn Garretson, held in the 

Christman Archives, were exhibited.  

Lakeville UMC Celebrates Anniversary 

Vail’s Gate UMC to Become  

Methodist Historic Site 

At Annual Conference in June, the Commis-

sion on Archives and History will recom-

mend that Vail’s Gate UMC in New Windsor 

NY, the first Methodist Episcopal Church 

building in Orange County NY, be desig-

nated a Methodist Registered Historic Site by 

the New York Annual Conference. The first 

class at Vail’s Gate was organized in 1789, 

and its sanctuary was built in 1807. Look for 

more information in our next newsletter! 
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...continued from page one Hispanic Ministries in Brooklyn and Manhattan...  

1934, Father and Mother B. had brought the children of the Spanish speaking churches 

of New York to the Villa Hermosa Camp, which they had purchased in upstate New 

York. Father B. continued this tradition until his death in 1963.  

When Father B. retired in 1960, Rev. Ernesto Vasseur, who had fled the Castro regime 

in Cuba, became the pastor of First Spanish. Over the course of several years, it was 

proposed that First Spanish merge with Immanuel Church, itself a Swedish immigrant 

church known as the mother church of Swedish Methodism, whose congregation 

was gradually decreasing. The merger came slowly, as the Spanish congregation 

was not eager to leave the small church at President Street they had worked so hard 

to make their own, and the Immanuel congregation needed time to adjust as well. But in 1966 the merger 

was completed, and the church has since been a blessing to many.  

After the merger Immanuel-First Spanish UMC continued its ministries in the community through many 

changes in the neighborhood. Another open air summer camp was begun for city Hispanic children in 

Walker Valley, NY that is remembered fondly. Long-time members recall Rev. Jorge Cortizo and Pastor 

Ivey, who briefly assisted him, working with drug addicts in the neighborhood in the late 1960s and 

1970s. In recent years the church has organized Nehemiah’s project, a journey of faith to restore the 

beautiful Temple that reflects the legacy of both the Swedish and Spanish Methodists of Brooklyn.  

 

First Spanish, Manhattan 

In the early 1920s Spanish work was also beginning in Manhattan. In May 

of 1922 three men had the idea to begin Methodist work at Metropolitan 

Temple on 7th Avenue between 13th and 14th streets in lower Manhattan. 

This was led for three years by Rev. Juan Jimenez.  

In 1925 Rev. Fernando Aparicio was appointed in charge of Spanish 

mission work in Manhattan. The congregation, predominantly Puerto Rican 

at the time and very poor, moved to various locations over the next 20 years, 

including the Methodist Church of Our Saviour at Lexington and 111th 

Street for six years. Due to differences with the English congregation there, 

the Spanish congregation again relocated several times, but in 1945 they 

moved back to the Methodist Church of Our Saviour. Again they struggled 

to share the church with the English congregation, but in time the English 

congregation declined and Spanish congregation found its permanent church 

home.  

In 1935 Pastor Aparicio had withdrawn from the ministry, and the lay leader, Diego Flores, was placed in 

charge. He was received into the New York Conference in 1945 and led the congregation for a total of 30 

years. In the post-War years of his pastorate the 

church was described as a mecca for Methodist 

and non-Methodist Puerto Ricans. First Spanish 

published a youth newspaper that described the 

activities of the churches in Puerto Rico, ran day 

care programs, and provided programs to teach 

English to newcomers from Latin American 

countries. The church building was a center for 

social and cultural activities. The poet Piedro 

Pietri, who later famously read his poem “Puerto 

Rican Obituary” on the steps of the church in 

Mother B. and Father B. , 

Thalia and Rev. Alberto Baez 

Methodist Episcopal Church of 

Our Saviour, about 1905 

...continued on page four 

First Spanish UMC in Manhattan 

today, at the same location 
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**  CAH Chair Marilyn Hatch and Confer-
ence Archivist Beth Patkus attended the 
Northeast Jurisdiction Archives and His-
tory meeting in May 2014, hosted by the 
New Jersey Annual Conference. We en-
joyed excellent food, catching up with old 
friends, and visiting Methodist historical 
sites and churches in northern New Jer-
sey.  

**  Save the date! The New York Annual 
Conference will be hosting the Northeast 
Jurisdiction Archives and History meeting 
next year, May 12-14, 2015. The meeting 
will be held in Connecticut and those in 
the conference with an interest in history 
are welcome to attend. Watch for more 
information in future newsletters.  

News from Beyond the Conference!  

1969, attended First Spanish 

as a young man in the 1950s, 

participating in theatrical 

productions put on by his aunt at 

the church.  

Difficult times were in store, 

however, when the church burned 

on July 5, 1964, followed only a 

year later by the death of Rev. 

Flores. Rev. Ezra Rodriguez led 

the congregation through its 

struggle to raise funds to rebuild in the same 

location, and by 1967 the church had been 

rebuilt.  

In 1969 and 1970, First Spanish faced perhaps its 

biggest challenge. The Young Lords, a political 

party advocating for improvements in living 

conditions for Hispanics in El Barrio, wanted to 

use the church to provide programs for the 

community, and a confrontation with police took 

place during a church service. This resulted in 

the Young Lords occupying the church for 11 

days, during which time the congregation was 

displaced and damage done to the building. The 

Methodist Conference took steps to renovate the 

church to conduct social outreach programs, and 

a new pastor, Rev. Velazquez, arrived to 

encourage these efforts.  

In October 1970, however, the Young Lords took 

over the church again, this time carrying weapons, 

to protest the prison death of one of their members. 

They occupied the church for 51 days. The 

Conference, clearly seeing the needs that existed, 

continued to try to facilitate social programs while 

also supporting the congregation’s right to their 

place of worship. It was a challenging time, and 

some church members were lost due to the chaos 

and perceived dangers. After the crisis, Rev. Pedro 

Piron was appointed for four years, and the church 

began to rebuild both physically and spiritually.  

In the intervening years, First Spanish has 

continued to reach out to the community through 

street fairs, prayer vigils, and cooperative 

programs with local health organizations. Many of 

the needs the Young Lords saw have been met, but 

many needs remain, and the church also remains, 

as a witness to the love of God for the community.  

 

Note: For more information about the Young Lords, see 

http://palante.org/AboutYoungLords.htm and The Young 

Lords Legacy of Puerto Rican Activism (New York Times 

City Room Blog).    

**   This month the General Commission 
on Archives and History, headquartered 
at Drew University in Madison, NJ, 
named a new General Secretary. Rev. Al-
fred T. Day III will replace Rev. Robert 
Williams, who is retiring after serving 
nine years in the position.  

Rev. Diego Flores 

...continued from page three 

http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/08/24/the-young-lords-legacy-of-puerto-rican-activism/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/08/24/the-young-lords-legacy-of-puerto-rican-activism/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0

