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Purpose of the Workshop
• What is a disciple anyway?
• This workshop will explore different 

approaches to…
• These are not items to check off a list
• By the end you will be challenged to…



The Mission of the Church
The mission of the Church is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. Local churches 
provide the most significant arena through 

which disciple-making occurs. 
(¶120, The Book of Discipline, 2012)



What is a Disciple?
A Grace-filled Christ follower who puts faith 

into action



Talking point

• How do we grow in grace? 
• How do we put our faith into action?



Growing in grace
• Works of Piety, such as:

• Individual Practices…
• Communal Practices…



Faith in action
• Works of Mercy, such as:

• Service focused toward individual needs
• Doing Good (Good works)
• Visiting the Sick
• Visiting the Imprisoned
• Feeding & Clothing those in need



A growing disciple
• Worship
• Community
• Spiritual Practices
• Generosity & Service
• Christ-Like



Expanded definition
• A disciple is growing and maturing in a life 

of worship, community & belonging, 
spiritual practices, generosity & service, 
and following Jesus – becoming more 
Christ-like.



Vital Congregation
A local church fulfilling the mission of making 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world by engaging the 
core process for carrying out the mission.



Talking point 
• How is your local church fulfilling the 

mission of making disciples and becoming 
a Vital congregation?





Core Process (¶122)

The Process for Carrying Out Our Mission
We make disciples as we:



• Proclaim the gospel, seek, welcome and 
gather persons into the body of Christ



Talking point
• How are your local congregations 

Proclaiming the Gospel? Seeking out new 
people? Welcoming? And Gathering 

people into the body of Christ? 



• Lead persons to commit their lives to God 
through baptism by water and the spirit 
and profession of faith in Jesus Christ



Talking point
• How are you intentionally leading people 

to commit their lives to Christ? How are 
you equipping your laity to share the 

Gospel in meaningful and authentic ways-
in other words- doing the work of 

evangelism? 



• Nurture persons in Christian living through 
worship, the sacraments, spiritual 
disciplines, and others means of grace, 
such as Wesley’s Christian conferencing



Talking point
• How will you nurture them in Christian 
living through worship, the sacraments, 
spiritual disciplines, and other means of 

grace? 



• Send persons into the world to live lovingly 
and justly as servants of Christ by healing 
the sick, feeding the hungry, caring for the 
stranger, freeing the oppressed, being and 
becoming a compassionate, caring 
presence, and working to develop social 
structures that are consistent with the 
gospel; and…



Talking point
• How are you currently providing those 
opportunities? Where do you need to grow 
in that area and what are ways you can do 

that?



• Continue the mission of seeking, 
welcoming and gathering persons into the 
community of the body of Christ. 

(¶122, The Book of Discipline, 2012)



Talking point
• How might you extend that invitation and 

to whom?



Vital Congregations
• …are the fruit of discipleship
• …are engaged in the Mission through the 

Core Process
• …are the primary, but not the only means 

of disciple-making



• …are a sending station for disciples to 
engage in ministry

• …and, bear fruit in the four areas of focus





What is H.O.P.E?



HOSPITALITY
Ø Reaching out and receiving new people,

OFFERING CHRIST
Ø Opportunities to make a commitment to Christ 

PURPOSE
Ø Growing in faith through the means of grace

ENGAGING
Ø Engaging in the transformation of the community.



HOSPITALITY
How do you proclaim the gospel, seek, 

welcome and gather persons into the body 
of Christ?



O God, send us 
the people no one 

else wants.

O God, help us 
receive the people 

You send us.



HOSPITALITY
“So welcome each other, in the same way that 

Christ also welcomed you, for God’s glory.”
Romans 15:7 CEB



OFFERING CHRIST
How do you lead persons to commit their lives 

to God through baptism by water and the 
spirit and profession of faith in Jesus Christ?



What would 
happen if we 

took John 
Wesley 

seriously and 
began to “Offer 
them Christ”?



OFFERING CHRIST

The opportunity to make a commitment to 
follow Jesus Christ will be clear and available.



PURPOSE
How will you nurture people in Christian living 

through worship, the sacraments, spiritual 
disciplines, and other means of grace, such 

as Wesley’s Christian conferencing? 



PURPOSE
What would happen if we began to meet in 
small groups and developed relationships 

through the practice of spiritual disciplines?



“The believers devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their 

shared meals, and to their prayers.”
Acts 2:42 CEB



ENGAGEMENT
How will you send people into the world to 

live lovingly and justly as servants of 
Christ to engage in…



healing the sick

feeding the hungry



caring for the stranger

freeing the oppressed



being and 
becoming 

a 
compassionate, 

caring 
presence, and



developing social 
structures 

consistent with the 
gospel? 



ENGAGEMENT
What would happen if we began to develop 

relationships in the community with local 
schools, with persons living in poverty, with 

health care facilities?



Disciples will live out their 
faith by engaging in service 

in their local context and 
embrace the global 

challenges of extreme 
poverty and health





H. O. P. E.


