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118. Gene Ott, a student from Drew, has been interning with the Mission Office
this year.  It is hoped that an intern relationship with Drew Seminary will be
ongoing. Barbara Vaccaro has joined us part-time in the area of Disaster
Relief and VIM team management.  She can be reached at
Disaster@nyac.com. Our foreign mission program continues to grow in
strength and numbers.  New missions sites are in development.  Read
Joseph’s journal report for all the new details.   Are you wearing the mission
hat?

119. The Learning Center has been the host to local congregations for event/worship
planning, has increased its lending of resources “many fold” over the year and
held year-round events including workshops, teacher training, finance training,
Vacation Bible School.  The Center has been the host for councils and
committees of the conference with a capacity of 50 people.  We want to
thank Christ, UMC, New Rochelle for accommodating Connectional Ministries
events with larger audiences.

120. Connectional Ministries could not function with without my Administrative
Assistant, Shelley Mitchell.  She is the “how to,” “where is it,” database
expert!  AND artist in residence!  Did you know that Shelley designs and
created the crosses we use on the annual conference altars?  Shelley works
continually to provide altars for the Learning Center.   Shelley – thank you!

121. Annual Conference 2007 will be driven by General Church issues, including
the selection of delegates to both General Conference and the Jurisdictional
Conference.   In addition, Bishop Park has requested that this year, 2007 be
celebrated with an invitation for youth to attend.  On Saturday, an extensive
program will be planned to welcome youth both at an outside tent location
and in the arena onstage.   The Table Display Centerpiece will model
interactive youth programming for local church ministry.

122. As Director of Connectional Ministries, it is my role to be a “listener” around
the Conference, to respond to the educational needs raised by committees,
boards, the Cabinet and to be ever aware of the sparks of a new idea that
may be developed into amazing ministry.  It is my role as DCM to work with
the vision of our Bishop Park and the Conference Vision Statement, toward
a preferred future of ministry.  Moving into 2007, in addition to me portfolio,
I will be visiting local churches as they begin the Natural Church Development
process.  Out in the Connection, I became the President of the Jurisdictional
Director of Connectional Ministries (2006 – 2008) as well as serve on the
Jurisdictional Vision Table.

123. I celebrate what God is doing through The United Methodist Church and the
pockets of superb ministry that I encounter.  I see evidence of “Open Hearts,
Open Minds, Open Doors” around the conference – “We are the people of

The United Methodist Church.”


