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PETITION GC #2007-403

NON-DISCRIMINATION AGAINST LAITY

WHEREAS the United Methodist Church acknowledges, in Article IV of the
Constitution, that all persons are of sacred worth;

WHEREAS people of diverse sexual orientations and identities are members and
leaders among the laity of the United Methodist Church;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following changes be made to ¶4. Article
IV of the Constitution in the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church:
Inclusiveness of the Church—The United Methodist Church is a part of the church
universal, which is one Body in Christ.  The United Methodist Church acknowledges
that all persons are of sacred worth.  All persons without regard to race, color,
national origin, status, sexual orientation and identity, or economic condition, shall
be eligible to attend its worship services, participate in its programs, receive the
sacraments, upon baptism be admitted as baptized lay members and upon declaring
the Christian faith, become professing lay members in any local church in the
connection….

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, at the close of the 2007 New York Annual
Conference session, the above resolution be prepared and submitted by the Annual
Conference to comply with deadlines and submission requirements for consideration
by the 2008 General Conference of the United Methodist Church.

Submitted by the Methodist Federation for Social Action and Endorsed by the NYAC Board
of Church and Society. Hermon Darden, Jaewon Kim, Jorge Lockward, Kevin M. Nelson,

Robert G Hunsinger, Edward C. Horne

PETITION GC #2007-404 (moved from page 271 and retitled)

REMOVE REQUIREMENT OF CHARGE CONFERENCE APPROVAL
FOR LICENSED LOCAL PASTORS IN BOOK OF DISCIPLINE ¶312.1

WHEREAS, ¶316.6 of The Book of Discipline states that, “The membership of licensed
local pastors under full-time and part-time appointment is in the annual conference,”
and

WHEREAS, a licensed local pastor is no longer a member of a local church when
made a member of the annual conference, and

WHEREAS, a licensed local pastor must be a certified candidate for ordained ministry,
and

WHEREAS, a licensed local pastor, like all certified candidates, must receive “the
annual recommendation of his or her charge conference” (¶312.1) in order to continue
as a certified candidate, and



282 Petitions - 2007

WHEREAS, some might interpret “his or her charge conference” to refer to the charge
conference where the licensed local pastor was formerly a lay member, while others
might interpret this to refer to the charge conference where the licensed local pastor
is serving, and

WHEREAS, in the former case, the licensed local pastor may be many years removed
from that charge conference, which might know nothing of the former professing
member’s recent growth, while in the latter case, the charge conference would have
the power to unmake the Bishop’s appointment by refusing to recommend their
pastor for recertification,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that General Conference amend ¶312.1 by changing
the period to a comma and adding “except if the candidate is under appointment as
a licensed local pastor,” so that it would read, “1. The candidate has received the
annual recommendation of his or her charge conference, except if the candidate is
under appointment as a licensed local pastor.”

Submitted By: Westley Villazon, Ray Lange, Timothy J. Riss, Arturo Maine, Dolores
Henderson and 17 more members of the Conference.

PETITION GC #2007- BERMUDA

PETITION ON BERMUDA

WHEREAS the General Board of Global Ministries, at its spring meeting in April
2002, formally recognized and welcomed Marsden First as a mission church of the
General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church and at its spring
meeting in April 2006 recognized Centenary as a mission church of the General
Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS the Marsden and Centenary Churches of Bermuda have been assigned
by the Northeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops to be under the appointment
authority of the Bishop of the Baltimore Washington Annual Conference; and

WHEREAS the Marsden and Centenary Churches of Bermuda after five years under
the guidance of leaders from the General Board of Global Ministries and the Baltimore
Washington Conference have fully explored and voted (Marsden First on February 1,
2001 and Centenary on May 6, 2003) to join the United Methodist Church and requested
to continue to be a part of the Baltimore Washington Conference; and

WHEREAS the Baltimore Washington Conference has been appointing pastors,
superintending the congregations and integrated the congregations into the life of
the Baltimore Washington Conference; and

WHEREAS the General Board of Global Ministries and the Baltimore Washington
Conference have recognized the churches as United Methodist congregations; and
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WHEREAS Para. 39 Article III of the 2004 Book of Discipline of the United Methodist
Church grants that “boundaries of a jurisdictional conference may be effected by the
General Conference upon consent of a majority of the annual conferences of each of
the jurisdictional conferences involved;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Baltimore Washington Conference of the
Northeastern Jurisdiction consents to the inclusion of Bermuda within the boundaries
of the Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Baltimore Washington Conference agrees
to Petition General Conference 2008 to effect the inclusion of Bermuda by amending
Section VII, Boundaries Para. 37 Article I line 3 following the word “Northeastern”
to include the word “Bermuda”.

This resolution was approved by the Baltimore Washington Conference on May 2007.

This resolution was endorsed by the New York Annual Conference at its June 6-9, 2007
session. The Baltimore Washington Conference was informed shortly thereafter in writing.

PETITION GC #2007-601
TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENTS FOR GENERAL CONFERENCE

WHEREAS at present, General Conference documents, including petitions, reports,
agendas, etc., are not translated into the native languages of all General Conference
delegates, specifically those from Central Conferences, and

WHEREAS not all General Conference delegates can speak and understand English
proficiently, and

WHEREAS these members are equal and valued members of The United Methodist
Church, and

WHEREAS as Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:12-26, we are all members of the one
body of Christ, and

WHEREAS in the preamble to our Social Principles, The United Methodist Church
affirms “our belief in the inestimable worth of each individual,” and

WHEREAS in the Old and New Testaments, we are commanded to love our neighbors
as ourselves (Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 19:19; Matthew 22:39; Mark 12:31; Luke
10:27; Romans 13:9; Galatians 5:14; James 2:8), and

WHEREAS John Wesley taught that this command, which is called the Royal Law,
makes up the central tenet of what is essential about Christianity, and

WHEREAS Paul also wrote in that same passage in 1 Corinthians that when one
part of the body suffers, we all suffer, and
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WHEREAS not having all documents translated prior to and sufficiently in advance of
General Conference hinders the ability of many members of General Conference to
arrive prepared and able to fully participate in the decision-making processes of The
United Methodist Church. It causes suffering, and

WHEREAS it would be an act of love for our neighbors, our brothers and sisters in
the body of Christ and in The United Methodist Church, and an affirmation of the
inestimable worth of these members to correct this injustice,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a study be conducted by the Commission on
the General Conference or by a committee under its direction, in consultation with
the General Board of Global Ministries together with the General Commission on
Finance and Administration to propose the  most appropriate, efficient, and cost
effective means for providing timely translations of General Conference documents
(calls, agenda, reports, petitions, etc.) to delegations in the major languages used in
The United Methodist Church (including, but not limited to English, French, Korean,
Portuguese and Spanish).

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Commission (or designated
committee) shall study the most effective means and cost for providing simultaneous
translation of General Conference sessions in as many languages as possible.

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Commission (or designated
committee) shall present its findings and recommendations to the 2012 General
Conference for further action.

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Commission on the General
Conference, working in conjunction with the General Commission on Finance and
Administration, shall seek to implement its proposals to the extent possible for the
2012 General Conference, subject to further revisions thereafter.

AND THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual
Conference agrees to petition General Conference 2008 to implement the actions
called for by this petition.

Signed by the following members of the NYAC Board of Church & Society:  Ann Craig;
Dana Jones; Kevin Nelson; Louise Stowe-Johns; Jeff Wells, chairperson


