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117. Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie continues to bring energy and passion in Mission and
Outreach to the Office of Connectional Ministries.  International Volunteers in
Mission from the New York Conference are involved in remarkable life changing
work.  Teams traveling to Biloxi, Mississippi continue the important work of
rebuilding homes after Hurricane Katrina.  Joseph continues to train folks in
the area of Disaster Relief.  He travels with his message of mission when
invited by local churches or districts.  Joseph’s “Going for the Goal” program
has brought outstanding response throughout the conference.  Are you wearing
the mission hat?  Daryl Lindholm is assisting part-time in the Mission and
Outreach office.

118. In 2007, the Office of Connectional Ministries was pleased to partner with
Conference Finance and Administration to hold Stewardship Academies in
three locations.

119. The Learning Center has been the host to local congregations for event/
worship planning, has increased its lending of resources “many fold” over
the year and held year-round events.  In cooperation with the ongoing Natural
Church Development priority, print and video resources have been cataloged
according to the Eight Quality Characteristics of NCD to accommodate our
churches in process.  The Center has been the host for councils and
committees of the conference with a capacity of 50 people.  We want to
thank Christ UMC, New Rochelle, for accommodating Connectional Ministries
events with larger audiences.

120. Connectional Ministries could not function without  my Administrative Assistant,
Shelley Mitchell.  She is the “bring order out of chaos”, “how to,” “where is it,”
database expert!  AND artist in residence!  Did you know that Shelley designs
and created the crosses we use on the annual conference altars?  Shelley
works continually to provide altars for the Learning Center.   Shelley – thank
you!

121. Annual Conference 2008 will welcome 1000 children to a Saturday morning
event.  The mission emphasis will be the Heifer Project.  We are please to
announce that Heifer International has agreed to send their animal resources
to United Methodist ADVANCE locations that are support by the New York
Annual Conference.  We are pleased to be in this partnership for 2008.

122. As Director of Connectional Ministries, it is my role to be a “listener” around
the conference, to respond to the educational needs raised by committees,
boards, the Cabinet and to be ever aware of the sparks of a new idea that
may be developed into amazing ministry.  It is my role as DCM to work with
the vision of our Bishop Park and the Conference Vision Statement, toward
a preferred future of ministry.  In addition to my portfolio, I have visited over
85 churches in the role of introducing NCD to local churches.   Within the


