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PETITION # 2008-303

RESOLUTION IN RESPONSE TO IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS
ENFORCEMENT (ICE) RAIDS AND DETENTION
Financial Implications: No

WHEREAS Jesus called his disciples and followers to “strive first for the kingdom of
God and his righteousness,” and we, as disciples, are called to embody a new order
of love and justice; and

WHEREAS raids on undocumented immigrants in the United States represent
governmental failure in addressing complex national and international economic and
political dynamics, which close legal avenues and force immigrants into the shadows,
where they are subject to exploitation and virtual servitude; and

WHEREAS raids, indefinite detention, and deportation tear families apart and create
anguish, economic hardship and terror that is contrary to the Kingdom that Jesus
describes; and

WHEREAS, in a new 2008 General Conference Resolution, The United Methodist
Church affirms that “regardless of legal status or nationality, we are all connected
through Christ to one another... The solidarity we share through Christ eliminates the
boundaries and barriers which exclude and isolate. Therefore, the sojourners we are
called to love are our brothers and sisters, our mothers and fathers, our sons and
daughters; indeed, they are us.” [“Welcoming the Migrant to the US”]

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference of The United
Methodist Church calls upon the President of the United States, the Congress, and
all relevant departments of the federal government to put an immediate stop to these
raids and work for a just, humane comprehensive reform of immigration laws.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that until just and humane immigration reform is enacted
on a federal level, the New York Annual Conference (1) urges governors and state
legislators within the state of New York and Connecticut to refrain from creating and
enforcing legislation that would cause further disruption of the lives of the immigrant
population, and (2) calls on state government(s) to refuse to allow any state official,
including police and state troopers, to enforce federal immigration law, or to ask any
person for their documents.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference calls upon the
Conference Board of Church and Society to carry out education and advocacy around
immigration concerns and to develop plans and coordinate emergency responses to
ICE raids. CBCS will seek the participation of and coordinate its efforts with the
Conference UMW, UMM, MFSA, Justice for Our Neighbors, Rural and Migrant
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Ministries, and other organizations and caucuses within the Annual Conference to
create the most effective response possible.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution will be sent within thirty days of the
end of this conference to President Bush; Michael Chertoff, Secretary of the
Department of Homeland Security; and Julie Myers, Assistant Secretary of the
Department of Homeland Security for Immigration for Customs Enforcement; as well
as all U.S. Representatives and Senators who represent United Methodists within
this annual conference.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference (1) will engage in
study of new General Conference resolutions on migration and immigration and other
resources that explore the biblical and theological basis for the church’s positions
and responses on these pressing issues; (2) participate in connectional education
and training on immigration and collaborate as occasion provides with the United
Methodist  Task Force on Immigration (an interagency and inter-organizational body
mandated by the 2008 General Conference).

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference urges all its
congregations and their members to pray for the people whose lives are torn apart by
ICE raids and detention, and will as appropriate support denominational and ecumenical
ministries to assist families affected by raids and detention.

June 4, 2008

Submitted by the NYAC Board of Church and Society and the Methodist
Federation for Social Action – NY Chapter

Signed by Steve Phillips and Jeff Wells for the Board of Church and Society and
by Ann Craig, Evy McDonald, and Kevin Nelson for MFSA
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