
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

John Wesley 
once charged his 
pastors to “go 
not only to those 
that need us, but 
to those that 
need us most.” 
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Located at: 
Community United Methodist Church 
100 Park Blvd, Massapequa, NY 11758 
516-795-1322 

The New York Annual Conference announced the 
appointment of Tom Vencuss as the new Coordinator of 
Disaster Recovery Ministries, effective August 12. Tom is an 
ordained Elder and has extensive experience in disaster 
response and recovery ministries. He spent the past 3 years 
in Haiti, serving as the coordinator of the Haiti Response 
Plan, overseeing VIM teams and assisting in the 
development of the long-term recovery efforts of the 
church. Tom also spent 16 years as a volunteer EMT in New 
York and Connecticut. A primary focus of Tom’s work will be 
with the United Methodist Long Island Sandy Recovery 
effort. He and his wife Wendy (also a pastor) live in 
Bellmore, with their Haitian dog Blackie. 
We welcome Tom and Wendy to Long Island and look 
forward to our work together! 

Meet the Coordinator 

Letter from Tom:    
 

John Wesley once charged his pastors  to “go not only to those that need us, but to those 
that need us most.” In many ways, this defines our mission as United Methodists when it 
comes to disaster response and recovery – seeking not only those who need us, but 
those who need us most.   
 
 Disaster response and recovery offers the Church unique challenges, responsibilities, 
and opportunities: the challenge of responding to people’s needs in a most chaotic and 
difficult time; and the challenge of identifying the role of the church, amid all of the 
other relief and recovery agencies, in relief and recovery. The opportunity afforded us is 
to be the church in hands-on mission. To respond to, as Wesley said, “not only those who 
need us, but to those who need us most,” and through our efforts assist in the healing 
grace and power of God in people’s lives.  
 
It is estimated that more than 250,000 homes within the NYAC were affected by Sandy. 
Not surprisingly, there are still many who are struggling, many who remain in temporary 
housing, many whose homes haven’t even been touched. And they are in our own 
communities!    
 
I want to thank the many, from within and beyond the Annual Conference who 
responded in the immediate aftermath of the storm, and those who came in the 
following weeks and months, providing hands-on care and support, and more 
importantly, a ministry of “presence.”  
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“we are open for 
business.” 

 
 

I would also like to invite you back, and I say, to coin a phrase, that we are “open for 
business.” The “business” of being the people of God, in the midst of a great need.  
 
On behalf of the people affected by Sandy, I would invite teams, individuals and 
small groups; skilled, semi-skilled, and general workers; for a week, a weekend, or 
even a day, to join us in the continued road to recovery.  May God bless you, and us, 
as we seek to serve God’s people wherever they are in need. 
 
Tom 
 
All inquiries may be addressed directly to me at tvencuss@nyac.com or Peggy Racine 
at pracine@optonline.net.  
 

Two out-of-state teams came to Long Island to help with the Rebuild.  In mid-
August, a group of twelve volunteers arrived from Bluff Park UMC, which is 
located outside of Birmingham, Alabama.   

This wonderful group was sent to work in a Seaford, L.I. home where doorways 
were reframed to a larger size to make the home handicap-accessible.  They 
sheet-rocked and spackled three rooms of this ranch home to help ready it for 
the homeowner to return to a normal life in their home. 

A four-man team of volunteers from Dayton UMC, Virginia then arrived to 
continue working on the home, finishing up with more spackling and sanding. 

There are many, many other homes needing and waiting for help. 

Rebuilding Long Island, One Home at a Time 
 

Teams arriving in vans, ready to dig out the worst mud-splattered and flooded 
belongings with eager young faces, smiles and joy in their hearts…. 

Pastors bringing their church members from distant towns in other states, 
ready to roll up their sleeves and help in any way needed…. 

Team lunches in Miller Hall with sandwiches and food donated by the caring 
folks of the local community and our own CUMC …. 

Pictures of happy team members, smiling and proud of having been able to 
help… 

Thank you letters and cards from so many residents for the assistance 
rendered by volunteers, both local folks and out-of-state visitors…. 

An annual Pumpkin Patch Sale cut short by the violence of Hurricane Sandy… 

Boxes of knitted hats arriving by mail to be distributed to homeowners and 
volunteers…. 

Most of all – all the church members and volunteers coming together to do 
anything at any time to help those battered by Hurricane Sandy……. 

One Year After Sandy:  Massapequa Remembers 
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