
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“Do all the good you can, 

By all the means you can, 

In all the ways you can, 

In all the places you can, 

At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 

As long as ever you can.” 

- John Wesley 
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As part of the New York Annual Conference’s formal creation 
of their Sandy Rebuild program, the position of Construction 
Coordinator was filled by Gus Segredo effective September 
1

st
.  Gus Segredo had formally, as well as, informally been 

fulfilling the roles of volunteer and construction coordination for 
the Sandy Relief phase at the Freeport site since November 
4

th
 of last year.  He has had the pleasure of leading over 500 

volunteers in clean outs and rebuilds in close to 100 homes 
from Long Beach to Islip along the South Shore of Long 
Island.   He is the representative for UMCOR on the LIVOAD’s 

Meet the Construction Coordinator 

(Long Island Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster) Construction Management 
subcommittee, and has been an alternate UMCOR representative on that organization’s 
Long Term Recovery Group.  Gus just recently acquired his license as a Home 
Improvement Contractor in Suffolk County.  In the Freeport United Methodist Church, he 
serves as the Treasurer for the Trustees, is a member of the Finance committee, an 
Usher, and is the co-Chair of the Evangelism committee.   It is safe to say that he 
epitomizes the phrase, ‘jack of all trades’, pun intended. 
In his regular life, Gus is a representative of an LED lighting company that performs 
energy surveys and sells lighting products for municipalities, school districts, and non-
profit organizations that are both, going ‘green’,  and saving ‘green’ throughout the eastern 
half of the US.  Gus lives in Freeport with his lovely wife, Soh Young, a fifth grade teacher 
in Hempstead Public Schools, and their two sons, Ujin and Daniel. 
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  We have a Facebook Page!  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Facebook page will help to keep members and the public updated and aware of 
our function and activities.  We will be posting pictures of our volunteers and home 
rebuilding projects.  We will also post a copy of our newsletter there each month for 
easy access.  Our page can be found by searching for Sandy Recovery Ministry, or go 
to:  www.facebook.com/UMLISandyRecoveryMinistry. 
 
Come visit our new page, check out the photos, and please LIKE our page.  Any 
comments or suggestions for the page are also welcome. 
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Last month, we had a team from Cal-Pac district (California) arrive to help rebuild.  
They flew into NY, spending a week working on two homes in Long Beach.  Both 
homes were raised a full story to meet updated building requirements.  The team 
had to climb 12 ft ladders to bring in the sheetrock, insulation and tools needed to 
get the rebuild underway.  See related pictures at the lower left side of this page. 
 

The Story Behind A Book 

Cal-Pac team volunteer Judy Lewis brought along a children’s book, that she co-
authored with Jeanie Dolan.  It is the story of a plain trailer  who “had nothing to do”.  
It goes on about being painted with the ERT name and logo; then being filled with 
tools, and traveling places for disaster relief.  It is charmingly illustrated and is a 
wonderful way to explain to children how a disaster relief team works.  If you are 
interested in the 16-page book, you can contact Judy Lewis at dfjklewis@aol.com for 
a copy. 

This photo at right depicts the two aspects of the impact 

of Superstorm Sandy on Long Island. 

In the short-term, the lady who owns this property not 

only found that she had 5 feet of water running through 

her home, but she also found a 35-foot boat in her 

backyard, crushing her oil tank against her home. 

But the long-term effect in this case, as in many others, 

One Homeowner’s Story 

 

Sitting in disbelief during the ‘calm before the storm’. 

Being without electricity for only 30 hours, while the rest of Long Island waited 

30 days. 

Seeing the countless caring and jubilant faces of both the volunteers, and of 

the survivors. 

As a volunteer coordinator, not sleeping, worrying sometimes about too many 

work sites, and not enough volunteers, or of too many volunteers, and not 

enough work sites.  And yet somehow, God always found a way through to 

achieve a balance.  Seek and ye shall find, pray and He will answer. 

Of meeting so many towns folk looking for answers, so overwhelmed, and yet 

finding solace in simply having someone sit with them and hold their hands, 

and listen to their stories! 
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was an owner who, when faced with the prospect of having to further deplete her 

savings, without any certainty that her investment would ever be recouped, 
decided to abandon the home, and have the property go into foreclosure. 

Above:  Cal-Pac volunteers 
Judy Lewis and Nancy Howald  
install insulation in Long 

Beach. 
 
 

Below:  Cal-Pac volunteers 
unloading materials in front of 
the Long Beach home. 
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