
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

These are some warning 

signs that tell you to avoid 

a contractor or salesman. 

 Beware of anyone who: 

  - Comes to your home or 

calls you on the phone and 

offers to make repairs. 

  - Tells you that you must 

make repairs immediately. 

  - Talks too fast to confuse 

you and pressures you to sign 

a contract immediately. 

  - Tells you that they are 

doing the same work in your 

neighborhood and that they 

have extra materials left from 

another job. 

  - Offers a discounted price 

or discounts if you refer 

others, but only if you buy 

today. 

Exercise Care in Choosing a Contractor 

   - Tells you something 

that sounds too good to 

be true. It probably is not 

true! 

  - Is not an established 

local business, but has 

come to the area from 

somewhere else to “help.”  

Some suggestions for 

the safe way to find a 

contractor to repair your 

home. 

  - Check out contractors. 

Is the company reputable? 

How long has it been in 

business? Ask them for 

references and then check 

them out. Make sure that 

the company is licensed, 

bonded, and insured. Ask 

to see its insurance policy 

or certificate of insurance. 

There are many on-line 

resources for finding out 

other people’s experience 

with contractors. 

  - Get at least two 

estimates for any work. 

Many companies give free 

inspections and written 

estimates -- get two or 

three before choosing any 

contractor.  Remember 

that the lowest price is not 

always the best deal. 

Compare costs, materials, 

and methods suggested 

by different companies to 

decide what materials and 

methods are best for your 

home. 

  - Insist on a written 

contract that includes a 

detailed description of the 

work to be done and 

specifies exactly what 

materials will be used and 

their quality. The contract 

should include starting 

and estimated completion 

dates. Check that the 

terms, including the price, 

any finance charges, and 

payments, are what you 

agreed on. If not, do not 

sign it!  Be sure to get a 

copy of everything you 

sign when you sign it. 

  - Ask if there is a 

guarantee or warranty. If 

so, make sure it is in 

writing. If the company 

won't put its promises in 

writing, look for another 

company which will. 

  - Do not sign the contract 

until you read it carefully. 

Should the salesperson try 

to pressure you to sign 

before you read and 

understand the entire 

contract - don't sign it!  
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“Let no one ever come to 

you without leaving better 

and happier. Be the living 

expression of God's 

kindness: kindness in your 

face, kindness in your 

eyes, kindness in your 

smile.” 

 Mother Teresa 

Rev. Tom Vencuss,  
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Disaster Recovery Ministries 

Peggy Racine,  
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Gus Segredo,  

 
LI Sandy Construction 
Coordinator 

Stephania  Petit, MPA 

Disaster Case Manager 

Rev. Bob Grimm 

Housing Coordinator 

Gina Grubbs 

Communications 

Warren Ferry,  

 
LI East Disaster Response 
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Newsletter Editor 
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“There was joy, 
music, and fun 

involved as well as 

conference work.” 

NYAC's annual conference 

was held June 4
th
 - 7th at 

Hofstra University, on Long 

Island, New York.   

There was a large floor area 

set up with tables and chairs 

for all the voting 

representatives, with a 

stage in front (see picture 

above).  Bleacher seating 

surrounded the area for 

additional attendees.   

Above was a balcony area 

for kiosks and displays.  

Teams from many churches 

set up posters, banners, 

and tables with hand outs, 

candies, and even some 

free souvenirs.  UM LI 

Sandy Recovery Ministry 

was there in full force, with 

Tom and Wendy Vencuss, 

and our office staff; as well 

as personnel from Brooklyn 

and Staten Island.  A large 

monitor displayed slides of 

volunteers working in our 

covered areas.  There were 

also tables from many other 

New York Annual Conference  June 4-7, 2014 

 

Never rely on the 

salesperson to read or 

explain the contract to 

you. 

  - Do not pay for work in 

advance. 

  - Inspect all of the work 

very carefully to make 

sure it was done properly. 

Choosing Contractors, continued… 

 

UM committees, missions 

to Haiti, Bolivia, and 

Mozambique. 

The Conference was 

officially opened at 7 pm, 

June 4th. 

Thursday morning opened 

with a formal conference 

breakfast and fellowship.  

A special  service for the 

many retiring ministers 

was also held.  The UM 

Sandy Recovery Ministry 

teams were introduced 

(see picture below).  That 

evening concluded with 

worship, hymn singing, 

and prayers. 

On Friday, the conference 

resumed, commissioning 

several deaconesses and  

missionaries. 

Saturday, new ministers 

were ordained in a moving 

and memorable service.  

The conference was 

officially closed at 12:30 

p.m.  

During the three days, the 

official business of NYAC 

was discussed and voted 

upon by the clergy and 

many church delegates.   

Throughout the three 

days, various choirs, 

bands and liturgical 

dancers entertained the 

fifteen hundred attendees.  

On the stage there was a 

marvelous altar, created 

from many small hands 

grouped into two large 

hands holding a cross.   

There was joy, music, and 

fun involved as well as 

conference business.   

 

If you have any doubts or 

questions, do NOT make 

your final payment or sign 

a "completion certificate" 

until the work is properly 

finished.  

If you think you have been 

the victim of a scam, you 

should consult a lawyer 

immediately. There are 

time deadlines to cancel 

sales and pursue legal 

claims. You can also 

contact the Department of 

Financial Services for 

insurance related scams, 

or your district attorney or 

the Attorney General’s 

Office. 
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MISSIONARY 
COMMISSIONED:  

Bishop Alfred 
Johnson, left, 

congratulates Pastor 
Susanna Cho 


