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A Heart For Evangelism 

Mark 1:17; Matthew 28:18-20


	I am absolutely convinced that there is nothing more powerful than a vision. Every great institution, every great invention, every great innovation known to the human race has been the result of somebody’s vision. I want us here in the NYAC to envision a church – an annual conference - filled with followers of Christ, who give everything they have and everything they are to doing three things 24/7: love God, serve others, share their story. It all begins with loving God. That is the great commandment. Everything we do ought to flow from a love for God. We believe if you love God you will serve others and you will share your story.

	I believe if you love God, you want others to know about the love of God, so they, too, will love God.

	I want to ask a couple of questions.

(1) Do I believe that the presence of God through Jesus Christ can radically change and transform a person’s life? Honestly, you have to believe that if you are a follower of Christ. When you decided to become a follower of Christ, he did change your life or else you would not continue following him.

Here is the second question I want to ask.

(2) Do I actually believe that my relatives, my friends, my neighbors, and my co-workers would be better off if they truly knew God and had a personal relationship with Jesus Christ? Now if the answer to that question is “yes” then I want you to hear this next statement. If you answered “yes” to those two questions and you really believe in the life changing power of God’s presence in a person’s life through knowing Jesus Christ, then the single greatest gift you can ever give anyone in this lifetime is an explanation of how to be rightly connected to God.

	The single most important thing to God is people. Think about this. Not one earthly commodity is going to make it from this world into the next: not land, not homes, not bank accounts, not trophies, not titles, not achievements, nothing. The only thing that is going to make it from this world into the next world is souls; people. Unless Jesus Christ is an absolute liar and the bible is completely untrue, every human being that dies is going to be resurrected either to spend eternity with God in heaven or in isolation from God in hell.

	That is why God wants every one of His followers to be joined together in a single quest and that is to look for people who do not know God, and in a loving, sensitive, gracious way point them toward Jesus Christ and his life changing power.

	That is why Jesus did not leave the church’s job description to chance or to some human committee. Before he left this planet he told us exactly what our number one responsibility is, both corporately and individually.

	“and Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, all authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the father and the son and the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:18-19, NASB)

	How do we get to the point where God can use us to simply share our story with other people of how Christ changed our life so Christ can change theirs?

I.	See The People Who Need God

	I recently had one of the most depressing experiences of my life. For the first time in my life, I went to a place called a “hospice”. I have been in many hospitals, but I had never been in a true hospice. If you don’t know what a hospice is, it is a place where people simply go to die. It is the one place where if you go into that place, alive, you know you are not coming out the same way.

	As I was walking to see one of our church members, there, who was battling a terminal illness, I could not help but look in room after room and door after door and see the faces and the shriveling bodies of people who were dying and knew they were dying. I thought to myself, “that is exactly the way this world is spiritually.” The vast majority of this world are people who need God. They are spiritually dying and they need the eternal life that Jesus Christ can give.
	
I want to share with you some extremely encouraging news. A good friend of mine, Dr. Thom Rainer, one of the foremost church growth and evangelism experts in the world, worked with fifteen research assistants and spent two years going to all fifty states and Canada. He interviewed hundreds of un-churched people in every major age and ethnic group. He discovered five faith stages that people are in. 




They go from u1 to u5 with u standing for un-churched. Here is the scale.
 
U1-10%
U2-27%
U3-36%
U4-21%
U5-5%
	As you look at this scale, I am going to be extremely brief in explaining it and cut to the chase. 

	The people that we fear the most are people who are highly antagonistic and even hostile to the gospel. They found that of the 160 million un-churched people in America, only 5% are in the category. In other words, only one-in-twenty people will be completely hostile to the gospel. 

	Then there are people who are resistant to the gospel, but they are not antagonistic. They really don’t want to hear the gospel, but they won’t be belligerent about it. Let me put it another way. Ninety-five percent of the people that you meet will either be open to discussing the gospel, open to hearing your story about Christ, very receptive to hearing your story about Christ or highly receptive to hearing your story about Christ and ready to accept Christ. With that picture in mind, listen to the next point.

II.	Seek People Without God

	Jesus himself said in Luke 19:10, “for the son of man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10, NASB)

	We are to do the same thing as Jesus. We are to seek out people who do not know God, believing that God will use us to help them know God. Here is the sad truth. The longer a person attends church, the fewer discussions they engage in with un-churched people, because they have fewer friends who are un-churched.

	What does that mean? That means that people who follow Christ have to be more intentional about developing relationships with un-churched people. That is one of the things we are committed to do here at cross pointe. We are going to teach you and train you in how to build relationships with un-churched people.

	We want you to begin to see your corporate office as your mission field. We want you to begin to understand that you are in the ministry just like we are. Your ministry just happens to be wherever you are. 

	We are going to ask you to begin to look at your home as a place that God could use in an incredible way to reach your neighbors and your friends for Christ. We want you to get this mentality in your heart that it is everyone, everywhere, every day.

	Believe it or not, it is not that hard. How difficult is it to have a cookout at your home and invite your friends and neighbors over, just to get to know them? How hard is it to simply take your next-door neighbor out to dinner just for the purpose of building bridges? How hard is it to take an opportunity just to invite your coworkers, your neighbors, the people that you know where you live, work and play to church?

	The point is every day, just like Jesus Christ, we ought to be intentional and purposeful in seeking out people who do not know God and have no relationship with God. I want us to stop and pray, right now, and ask God to begin to give us a heart like his that would seek after people and find people and discover people and build relationships with people who do not know him.

III.	Share With People So They Can Know God

	Let’s suppose that you do want to get involved in being used by God in your own way to bring other unbelievers into becoming a follower of Christ. Let’s imagine that you do see people who need God. Let’s imagine that you do seek people without God. Let’s imagine that you’ve cultivated a relationship with your next-door neighbor and you built a friendship over the last several weeks or months. You have tested the spiritual waters. You both know that you are in different spiritual places. Your neighbor understands that you are really in to God and believe you have a personal relationship with God, but your neighbor, on the other hand, does not and is willing to admit it.

	Now imagine that magic moment comes when your neighbor says something along these lines, “How can I know God?” Or “How can I have a personal relationship with God?” Or “why is all this stuff about God important to you?” When that moment comes, and it will, that moment will be the defining moment in that entire relationship and it is the moment that God wants to drive every relationship to.

	You can pour yourself into developing friendships with un-churched people, building relationships, finding out where they are in their spiritual journey, but then completely lose the God moment and the opportunity to see someone come to Christ if you don’t know how to share with people effectively so they can know God.

	We are going to help you do just that thing both today and in the future. We are going to give you a tool - a simple tool. It is your story, your testimony, that we want you to write down, in hopefully, one hundred words or less that is simple, clear and understandable that simply conveys four things:

1.	What my life was like before I met Jesus
2.	How I realized I needed Jesus
3.	How I surrendered my life to Jesus
4.	The difference Jesus has made in my life

	To give you just one example of this I am sharing my story. It is ninety-six words and takes me less than a minute to tell it. If you are a follower of Christ you have your own story. 
	Think about three words: anyone, anywhere, anytime. See whether or not you agree with this. Anyone, anywhere, anytime can have their life eternally changed through the power and grace of Jesus Christ. Do you understand there are people where you live, work and play who are one prayer away from becoming your eternal brother and eternal sister and a part of God’s family? Envision what could happen in our church if every real estate broker, airline pilot, lawyer, home-maker, CEO, business owner, manager, or salesman said “I love my job, because I realize I am in the people business. They may pay me to do their work, but my job is really my mission. I am here to see others who need God, to seek others without God, and to share with them so they can know God.”

	I love the way Bill Hybels puts it. We need to become “seed sowing fools” sowing the gospel of Christ everywhere that we can.

