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CORPORATE SESSION

BOARd Of TRuSTEES 
Joyce Palevitz, Chair

Conference Chancellor Mr. Lawrence McGaughey was enthusiastically recommended 
and elected for his fourteenth year as Conference Chancellor.

In the election of trustees for the term ending in 2016, 396 ballots were cast. 395 were 
valid ballots. Cora Doram (Lay), Kevin Mulqueen (Clergy), James Perkins (Lay) and 
Robert Pollsen (Lay) were elected. 

101. The Board of Trustees represents the New York Annual Conference in property, 
insurance, investment and legal matters under the authority of the annual 
conference. The members of the Board of Trustees are Joyce Palevitz, president; 
Rev. Virginia Carle, vice president; Jorge Lockward, secretary; Susan Bynum, 
treasurer; Rev. Dr. John E. Carrington, assistant treasurer; Michael Denny, 
Arnold Jones, Rev. Koonae Lee, Rosemarie Walker, Myers Mermel, Rev. Joseph 
Piccirillo, and Mervyn Richards. Providing information and counsel have 
included Bishop Jeremiah Park; Ross Williams, Conference treasurer/director 
of Administrative Services; Ann Pearson, Conference director of Connectional 
Ministries, and Rev. Ken Kieffer and Rev. Betsy Ott, Cabinet liaisons to the 
Trustees (Betsy Ott served as interim representative for part of the year).

 Mr. Lawrence McGaughey, Esquire is our Conference chancellor. Serving on 
retainer, he provides legal advice to the Trustees and the Cabinet on pending 
and threatened litigation, real estate transactions, and other corporate matters 
that affect the Conference.

102. Investments. The Trustees hold funds on deposit with the United Methodist 
Frontier Foundation of The United Methodist Church. The funds on deposit are 
held and managed for accounts of the New York Annual Conference as well as 
trust accounts for local churches and other organizations within the Conference. 
We work with and receive reports from the United Methodist Frontier Foundation 
to ensure that the fund portfolios are carefully and prudently managed for both 
long-term growth and fixed-income objectives. Major activity and performance 
for the year 2011 included (#’s 103 – 109 below):

103. Trust Funds. These are funds held in trust for churches and other United 
Methodist organizations. Local churches work with the Trustees and the 
Frontier Foundation (within the constraints of the original bequest) to specify an 
investment mix that best suits their needs. Opening balance for the trust portfolio 
was $1,068,169 and after distributions, $1,194,115 at the close of 2011.

104. Trustees Conference Center Fund. This fund contains money received from 
the sale of the former center at Rye, New York, as well as additional money 
from the Conference Center fund-raising program. It was originally established 
to meet the capital needs of the Bryant Ave Conference Center property. A 
resolution to re-direct funds to the current Conference Office was approved at 
2011 annual conference. This fund began the year with a balance of $428,341 
and finished with an ending balance of $390,336. 

105. NY Conference Perkins Learning Center Fund. Opening balance of this 
fund at the beginning of 2011 was $46,060. The year-end balance of this fund 
was $46,638.
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106. Conference Permanent Endowment Fund. At the 2002 annual conference this 
fund was established to attract and receive gifts and bequests to the Conference. 
The balance of this fund at the beginning of the year was $12,939, and at year-
end 2011 the balance was $12,798.

107. Sessions Woods and Darling Funds. Income from this fund provides support 
for outdoor ministries programs. Opening balance in 2011 was $134,203. At 
year-end 2011, $135,860 remained available in this fund. 

108. New Church Growth and Development Fund. Established during 2011, 
income from this fund provides support for new church development. At year-
end 2011, the fund held a balance of $62,961.

109. Proceeds of Church Property Fund. This fund was established in 2011 and 
holds proceeds (25%) from the sale of abandoned or discontinued church 
property for which the New York Annual Conference has taken title. It is to 
be used for legal and capital expenses of properties not included in the NYAC 
budget. The balance of this fund at year-end 2011 was $425,506. 

110. Insurance. The Insurance Committee consists of four persons, including the 
Conference treasurer, the chancellor and two other persons, one of whom 
must be a Trustee. During the calendar year 2011, insurance for Conference 
properties was provided by Philadelphia Insurance.

111. Property Acquired. On behalf of the annual conference, the Board of Trustees 
accepted a gift of property, consisting of a vacant lot and vacant parsonage 
building which was the site of the former Maspeth UMC, from Glendale-
Maspeth UMC.

112. Transfer of Title. Title to the church property formerly known as Lexington 
Avenue UMC was transferred to Metropolitan Koryo UMC.

113. Sale of Property
1. Livingstonville, NY church was sold for a gross sales price of $800. The 

church closed in 1972 and was declared abandoned in 1981.
2. Chelsea, NY property containing the church building was sold for a gross 

sales price of $50,000.
114. Legal matters. The following litigation is active for the annual conference : 

1. Thompson v. Grace UMC (Queens) – The case, involving a church secretary 
suing over her termination, was settled with the agreement of all parties. 

2. Lyons v. Grace UMC (Queens) – In this case the plaintiff alleges 
defamation, intentional emotional distress and conversion arising out of 
a report of suspected physical abuse of a child. The church defendants 
include the Grace UMC, the former pastor, several lay church members 
and the Long Island West District. In addition to the church defendants, 
also named are the NYC Administration for Children’s Services and a 
City social worker who have been dismissed from the case. The insurance 
company is providing a defense to the District and pastor, and it is expected 
that in the unlikely event a judgment is entered against church defendants, 
it will be well within the insurance limits. The court has dismissed all the 
allegations except the defamation claim. Discovery is pending.

3. Application of Methodist Episcopal Church Second Society (West 
Settlement) – This abandoned church was deeded in 2003, by a person 
claiming to be a former trustee to the local historical society. The deed 
had no district superintendent consent and no Supreme Court approval 
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as required by NY law. In 2009, the historical society then commenced a 
lawsuit in Greene County Supreme Court, in the name of the non-existent 
local church’s trustees, seeking court approval of the already recorded 
deed. Negotiations went on for two years, and in November, 2011, the 
parties reached agreement and signed a contract of sale. The closing is 
expected in 2012.

4. NYAC (Camps Governing Board) v. JHM & Associates – Suit brought by 
Camps Governing Board for breach of contract and related causes arising 
out of a contract for consulting on a fundraising program. Discovery has 
been completed, and the case is moving toward trial. The defendant has not 
been willing to participate in negotiations for settlement to date.

5. The following pending lawsuits involve personal injuries occurring at local 
churches, name the Conference as a party when the Conference has no 
interest in the property, and are not expected to involve liability in excess 
of insurance coverage. The Conference is seeking to be discontinued from 
the cases:
a. Askin v. City of NY, et al. 
b. Garcia v. NYAC a/k/a United Methodist City Society
c. Leslie Tyndale v. NYAC

115. Conference Properties List. The following is a list of known properties in which 
title is in NYAC, or abandoned or discontinued properties in which NYAC may 
have a real property interest: 
Properties with title in NYAC:
• Conference Center, 20 Soundview Avenue, White Plains, NY 
• Episcopal Residence, New Rochelle, NY 
• Epworth Camp, Marbletown & Rochester, NY 
• Camp Quinipet, Shelter Island, NY 
• Camp Kingswood, Tompkins, NY 
• former Maspeth UMC property, Queens, New York City
Properties which have been declared abandoned and in which NYAC has a 
trust interest but not covered by NYAC insurance policy (there are active local 
churches that carry own insurance):
• Church Of All Nations, NYC (1/01)
• (Greenpoint) Polish United Methodist Church, Brooklyn, NY (1/01)
Abandoned/Discontinued and vacant Properties with title not in NYAC name in 
which NYAC has a trust clause / real property interest:
• West Settlement, Windham, NY
• Smithtown Landing UMC, Smithtown, NY 
• King Hill vacant land, Town of Greenville, NY
• First Norwalk, S. Norwalk, CT
• Tompkins Corners, Putnam Valley, NY
District Properties (Title Held by District Trustees, not necessarily in current 
District name):
• Connecticut, Hamden, CT
• New York/Connecticut, Stamford, CT
• Catskill Hudson, Woodstock, NY
• Long Island East, Hauppauge, NY
• Long Island West, East Williston, NY
• Metropolitan, Scarsdale, NY
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Properties in which NYAC holds a legal reverter (renewal date):
• Cochecton Center, NY (October 28, 2023 -2026)
Property in which NYAC may hold mineral rights:
• Morehouse Parish, LA
Properties owned by separate legal entities in which the Conference has a 
controlling interest:
• Asbury Cemetery, Saugerties, NY; title held by “NYAC Asbury Cemetery, 

Inc.” (insurance provided by Conference)
116. Camp Properties Review. We continue to work with the Camps Governing 

Board and the Conference Camping and Retreat Ministry Task Force to develop 
and implement a long-range plan for the development of our camps. Please refer 
to the report of the Camping and Retreat Ministry Task Force report for details.

117. Conference Chancellor. We enthusiastically recommend, on nomination from 
the Bishop, the continuation of Mr. Lawrence McGaughey for his fourteenth 
year as Conference chancellor on retainer.

ThE uNITEd METhOdIST fRONTIER fOuNdATION, INC. 
Rev. Dr. Keith A. Muhleman, President and Executive Director

Executive Director report received

101. The year 2011 will be noted in the history books for the many global disasters 
that plagued both hemispheres. Besides ongoing drought and starvation in 
Africa, Japan suffered a disastrous earthquake, tsunami and nuclear meltdown 
that disrupted not only the citizens of Japan but the global economy. A record 
number of tornadoes, drought, hurricanes and massive East Coast flooding in 
the US drove emergency relocations and had the economic impact one would 
expect from a destabilized citizenry. The financial markets responded with ups 
and down that led to a flat year when the markets never recovered enough to 
show gains. Despite this ebb and flow, the funds of UMFF finished the year in 
positive territory. 

102. The UMFF currently manages funds for nearly 500 churches and institutions 
from throughout New York and western Connecticut. In 2011 churches and 
conferences placed new accounts totaling over $800,000. We paid out nearly 
$3.4 million to churches and conferences for their use in ministry and capital 
projects including roof repairs and boiler replacement. At year-end the 
Foundation was managing over $30.5 million for ministries and individual 
trusts. Individual charitable gift annuities managed for UMFF at year end 
totaled over $650,000. 

103. In early December of this year, the successful 30 year Integrity in Pensions 
Program comes to a close with the return to more than 90 churches the lump 
sum Option IV investment they made to pay of the past pension debt incurred 
when the new pension program for clergy was created in 1982. This money was 
used to pay the debt annually for those churches, keeping the principle intact 
to be distributed back to the churches this year. These funds will be returned to 
churches with the gratitude of the Conference and the Board of Pensions.

104. We currently utilize the professional fund management services of John G. 
Ullman and Associates in Corning, New York. All our investments are socially 
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screened to comply with the United Methodist Social Principles by following 
the guidelines set by the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits. We 
continue to support the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits in its 
advocacy with those corporations constructively involved in the Middle East 
and encourage the efforts of the General Board in seeking peace and justice in 
that region. 

105. The UM Frontier Foundation continues to work with local churches to raise 
capital funds with long and short term programs for needed repairs and expansion 
of facilities. We assist them with stewardship planning for annual campaigns, 
planned giving seminars and endowment development. This work is provided by 
our Executive Director and our very able and knowledgeable team of consultants. 
These individuals are the first line of contact with local churches. We are 
indebted to the ministry they carry out for the Frontier Foundation. Our serving 
consultants include: Ms. Susan Ezrati, Rev. Fred Kelsey, Ms. Heather Brown, 
Mr. Joe Andreana, Rev. Vernon Lee, Mr. Lum Lee, Mr. Tom Nichols, Rev. David 
Nicholls, Mr. Ed Ruppmann, Rev. Bob Knebel and Mr. Ronald Salyer.

106. A major focus of our ministry is to develop stewardship leaders and create 
a stewardship culture in the local church. We encourage individual financial 
responsibility without Stewardship in Action Program led by Ed Ruppmann 
and other consultants. This program helps local church members understand 
their current finances and how to plan for the future while embracing Christian 
values. We participate also in the seminars offered in district settings and in 
local churches dealing with annual campaigns, memorial funds, endowment 
development and the promotion of planned giving. We also participated with 
the Board of Ordained Ministries in the mandatory annual pastoral education 
program regarding local church stewardship and personal finance. This three 
day event for new clergy has been joined by a series of annual tax seminars for 
all clergy.

107. Nearly all of the services we provide to local churches and individuals are 
provided at no charge to the individual or the church. Although we cannot 
provide legal or accounting services, we help individuals at no charge get ready 
to speak with their own advisors and then work with those advisors to put in 
place the plans the individuals want. 

108. For local churches, we provide stewardship consultation when we evaluate what 
they are doing financially and make recommendations for changes, including 
creative and successful ways to conduct their annual campaign and developing 
alternative income streams. We offer an initial conversation about getting ready 
for a capital campaign and provide a fee related proposal for services for the 
church to consider. We meet with the financial leadership of a church to help them 
set up an endowment program. We offer seminars on planned giving and preach 
in local churches in conjunction with the planned giving and stewardship issues.

109. Ministry costs money, and that is true of the work of the United Methodist 
Frontier Foundation. We receive a small stewardship consulting payment from 
the Conference. We charge our account partners only 1.25% per year for funds 
that we manage up to $250,000 and 1% for any amount over that cumulative 
total. There are no processing fees or transaction fees charged to our partners 
nor is there normally a delay in the payout of requested funds. We conduct 
annual and capital campaigns for a negotiated fee, not a percentage of the 
monies raised. 
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110. Our office is staffed by Ms. Sally Evans, our office manager who performs 
data entry on our accounting system for funds we manage for two conferences, 
three districts, and five hundred churches. Mr. Charles Rhuda, our accountant, 
balances our books and ensures we operate in compliance with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles.

111. Members of the Board of Directors are the backbone of the United Methodist 
Frontier Foundation. Their enthusiastic participation and involvement guides 
our ministry and provides the stability required to keep the UM Frontier 
Foundation steady. 

112. It is my privilege to be the Executive Director and President of the United 
Methodist Frontier Foundation. I look forward to the future of our ministry 
together as we Christians use the gifts that God has placed in our keeping find 
new ways to serve and make disciples of Jesus Christ. 

CORPORATE RESOLUTIONS 

2012 NYAC RESOluTION A – PROCEEdS fROM SAlE Of dISCONTINuEd 
ANd ABANdONEd PROPERTY

NYAC conference session: adopted as amended during the conference session

WHEREAS The 2008 Book of Discipline in paragraph 2548 gives guidance to an annual 
conference in managing discontinued and abandoned local church property, and

WHEREAS paragraph 2548.7 of The Book of Discipline provides guidance on the 
distribution of sales proceeds to an annual conference if the property sold is in an 
urban center of greater than 50,000 people, and

WHEREAS the distribution of assets of property in non-urban centers is not specifically 
addressed by The Book of Discipline and previous Conference policies have become 
outdated, and

WHEREAS the United Methodist City Society holds title to several church properties 
in New York City, and is the grantor of numerous ecclesiastical mortgages within the 
metropolitan area, and

WHEREAS churches have often not paid their Shared Ministry Apportionments and/or 
benefit obligations, and/or the balance remaining for the Integrity in Pension liability, 
and/or Parish Development Loans and/or United Methodist City Society ecclesiastical 
mortgages, at the time of discontinuance or abandonment, and

WHEREAS there are costs associated with properties before their sale, including those 
for property maintenance and operation that are presently borne by the annual conference.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that accumulated expenses borne by the Annual 
Conference , related to the maintenance, operation and selling activities of said 
property, will be fully repaid to the Annual Conference prior to the distribution of 
the proceeds of the sale of properties, unless the Cabinet, Board of Trustees, and 
Committee on Finance and Administration agree otherwise, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the case of sale of properties which have 
ecclesiastical mortgages with the United Methodist City Society, those mortgages will 
be fully repaid prior to any other distribution of the proceeds of the sale of properties, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the case of sale of any church property with 
any outstanding Parish Development loans, those loans will be fully repaid prior to the 
distribution of sales proceeds, unless the Parish Development Committee, Board of 
Trustees, Committee on Finance and Administration, and the Cabinet agree otherwise, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the case of sale of any church property with any 
outstanding Integrity in Pension obligations, those obligations will be fully repaid prior 
to the distribution of sales proceeds, unless the Board of Pensions and Health Benefits, 
Board of Trustees, Committee on Finance and Administration, and the Cabinet agree 
otherwise, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the case of sale of any church property with 
any outstanding Shared Ministry Apportionments and/or benefit obligations for up 
to two calendar years prior to the year of closing and extending to the completion of 
that calendar year, those obligations will be fully paid prior to the further distribution 
of sales proceeds, unless the Committee on Finance and Administration, Board of 
Trustees, and the Cabinet agree otherwise, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that once all previously noted obligations have been 
fulfilled, the net proceeds from the sale not affected by paragraph 2548.7 or restricted 
by other covenants will be divided as follows:
• 40% to the New Church Growth and Development Fund for new church starts 

or expansion of local church ministries or expansion of annual conference 
ministries to be invested with the Frontier Foundation and managed by the Parish 
Development Committee in consultation with the Cabinet and provided that 
money spent for ministry needs is subject to the normal budget process through 
the Committee on Finance and Administration, and provided that money spent for 
capital needs is subject to the approval of the appropriate Board of Trustees, and

• 40% to be invested in a special fund with the Frontier Foundation to be used by 
the Conference Parish Development Committee in consultation with the Cabinet, 
with special consideration given to the district within which the property is sold, 
for special capital or ministry needs within the districts of the annual conference, 
provided that money spent for ministry needs is subject to the budget process 
through the Committee on Finance and Administration, and provided that money 
spent for capital needs is subject to the approval of the appropriate Board of 
Trustees, and

• 20% to the NYAC Board of Trustees to be invested in a fund with the Frontier 
Foundation from which Board of Trustees capital expenses, not provided for in 
the annual conference budget, may be expended through the appropriate approval 
process, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the event that the proceeds of a discontinued 
or abandoned church are not sufficient to satisfy all of the obligations listed, the 
obligations will be satisfied sequentially in the order listed, unless the Cabinet, 
Committee on Finance and Administration, Board of Trustees, (when applicable) the 
Parish Development and United Methodist City Society agree otherwise, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the distribution of proceeds as adopted in this 
resolution will apply to all discontinued or abandoned properties effective with the 
2012 Annual Conference and following and is not applicable for properties that were 
closed or sold prior to that date. 
Signed by: Rev. Betsy Ott, Rev. Tim Riss, Rev. Bill Shillady and Ross Williams
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2012 NYAC RESOluTION B – RESOluTION fOR ThE 
dISCONTINuATION Of A lOCAl ChuRCh: BEAvERkIll uNITEd 
METhOdIST ChuRCh 
NYAC conference session: adopted as amended during the conference session

WHEREAS the Beaverkill United Methodist Church located in Sullivan County and 
the town of Rockland, New York, was founded in 1883 and has had a long and useful 
history of service to our Lord, and

WHEREAS the Beaverkill United Methodist Church is located in a very remote area 
with limited population, and has had a very limited ministry for many years, with 
worship only during the summer months and no other mission activity, and

WHEREAS the task of caring for the church building and meeting the other costs associated 
with ministry is too large for the 7 remaining members of the congregation, and

WHEREAS Rev. James W. Moore, district superintendent, has met with and guided 
the congregation of the Beaverkill United Methodist Church, and has assessed the 
potential of the Beaverkill United Methodist Church, including the past, present and 
potential ministry of the local church, and

WHEREAS Rev. James W. Moore, district superintendent, has determined that the 
Beaverkill United Methodist Church no longer serves the purpose for which it was 
organized and/or incorporated, and has recommended that the Beaverkill United 
Methodist Church be discontinued pursuant to the provisions of The Book of Discipline 
of The United Methodist Church, and

WHEREAS the Church Conference of the Beaverkill United Methodist Church voted 
on May 1, 2012 to discontinue the church, and

WHEREAS Rev. James W. Moore, district superintendent, has recommended that upon 
discontinuation, all real and personal property of the Beaverkill United Methodist Church 
be sold and the net proceeds of such sale be disposed of in accordance with the Conference 
Resolution for disposition of proceeds if discontinued or abandoned property, and

WHEREAS Rev. James W. Moore, district superintendent, had recommended that 
the membership of the Beaverkill United Methodist Church be transferred to the 
Livingston Manor United Methodist Church, or other United Methodist churches as 
the individual members select, and 

WHEREAS the Bishop, a majority of the district superintendents, and the Catskill-
Hudson District Board of Church Location and Building have all duly resolved 
and consented to Rev. James W. Moore’s recommendations with respect to the 
discontinuation of the Beaverkill United Methodist Church, the future use of the real 
and personal property and the transfer of membership.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Beaverkill United Methodist Church be 
and hereby is discontinued effective as of September 15, 2012, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all real and personal property of the Beaverkill 
United Methodist Church be and hereby is transferred to the annual conference, 
which may hold, lease or sell the properties, and the net proceeds of any sale shall be 
allocated in accordance with the Conference Resolution for disposition of proceeds of 
discontinued or abandoned property, and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the membership of the Beaverkill United 
Methodist Church be transferred to the Livingston Manor United Methodist Church, 
or other United Methodist Churches as the individual members select.

2012 NYAC RESOluTION C – RESOluTION fOR ThE 
dISCONTINuATION Of A lOCAl ChuRCh: GERMANTOwN uNITEd 
METhOdIST ChuRCh 
NYAC conference session: adopted as amended during the conference session

WHEREAS the Germantown United Methodist Church located in Germantown, New 
York, Columbia County in the state of New York was founded in 1859 and has had a 
history of over 150 years of service to God and its community, and

WHEREAS the church has declined in membership and mission over the course of 
many years so that only 5 or 6 active members have remained, and

WHEREAS the task of maintaining the Germantown church building is too costly 
a task for these remaining members, and they believe that it is not a wise or faithful 
example of Christian stewardship, and

WHEREAS the members of the Germantown church have begun to worship at the 
other three churches of the Germantown Charge, namely Elizaville, West Taghanik 
and Glenco Mills, and

WHEREAS the members of Germantown church, trusting the teaching of Jesus that 
“those who seek to save their own lives will lose them, but those who lose their lives my 
sake and the gospel will find them,” have voted to discontinue as a congregation, and

WHEREAS Rev. James W. Moore, district superintendent, has met with and guided 
the congregation of the Germantown United Methodist Church, and has assessed the 
potential of the Germantown United Methodist Church, including the past, present and 
potential ministry of the local church, and

WHEREAS Rev. James W. Moore, district superintendent, has determined that the 
Germantown United Methodist Church no longer serves the purpose for which it was 
organized and/or incorporated, and has recommended that the Germantown United 
Methodist Church be discontinued pursuant to the provisions of The Book of Discipline 
of The United Methodist Church, and

WHEREAS the Church Conference of the Germantown United Methodist Church 
voted on August 30, 2011 to discontinue the church, and 

WHEREAS Rev. James W. Moore, district superintendent, has recommended that upon 
discontinuation, all real and personal property of the Germantown United Methodist 
Church be sold and the net proceeds of such sale be disposed of in accordance with 
the Conference Resolution for disposition of proceeds of discontinued or abandoned 
property, and 

WHEREAS Rev. James W. Moore, district superintendent, had recommended that 
the membership of the Germantown United Methodist Church be transferred to 
the Elizaville United Methodist Church, or other United Methodist churches as the 
individual members select, and 
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WHEREAS the Bishop, a majority of the district superintendents, and the Catskill 
- Hudson District Board of Church Location and Building have all duly resolved 
and consented to Rev. James W. Moore’s recommendations with respect to the 
discontinuation of the Germantown United Methodist Church, the future use of the 
real and personal property and the transfer of membership.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Germantown United Methodist Church be 
and hereby is discontinued effective as of July 1, 2012, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all real and personal property of the Germantown 
United Methodist Church be and hereby is transferred to the annual conference, 
which may hold, lease or sell the properties, and the net proceeds of any sale shall be 
allocated in accordance with the Conference Resolution for disposition of proceeds of 
discontinued or abandoned property, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the membership of the Germantown United 
Methodist Church be transferred to the Elizaville United Methodist Church, or other 
United Methodist Churches as the individual members select.

2012 NYAC RESOluTION d – RESOluTION fOR ThE 
dISCONTINuATION Of A lOCAl ChuRCh: wOOdMERE-lAwRENCE 
uNITEd METhOdIST ChuRCh

NYAC conference session: adopted as amended during the conference session

WHEREAS the Lawrence Methodist Movement located in Nassau County and in the 
town of Lawrence (Five Towns area), New York, was founded in 1838 and has had a 
long and proud history, and

WHEREAS because of rapid growth in the area a second building was erected in 1872 
to house a group from Woodburgh, later Woodmere, congregation, and

WHEREAS because of demographics, there was a reversal of growth resulting in the 
merging of Lawrence and Woodmere churches in 1976 and became one charge in 1998 
because of steady decline in membership, and 

WHEREAS after exhaustive efforts to revive the vitality of this church, members 
agreed that they can no longer continue as a church. This lack of vitality is marked not 
only by a greatly diminished membership, low attendance (5-10) and a lack of interest 
in activities focused on building up the body of Christ, and

WHEREAS Rev. Kenny Yi, district superintendent, has met with and guided the 
congregation of the Woodmere-Lawrence United Methodist Church, and has assessed 
the potential of the Woodmere-Lawrence United Methodist Church, including the 
past, present and potential ministry of the local church, and

WHEREAS Rev. Kenny Yi, district superintendent, has determined that the Woodmere-
Lawrence United Methodist Church no longer serves the purpose for which it was 
organized, as a vital congregation, and has recommended that the Woodmere-Lawrence 
United Methodist Church be discontinued pursuant to the provisions of The Book of 
Discipline of The United Methodist Church, and

WHEREAS the Charge Conference of the Woodmere-Lawrence United Methodist 
Church voted on April 19, 2012 to discontinue the church, and
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WHEREAS Rev. Kenny Yi, district superintendent, has recommended that upon 
discontinuation, all real and personal property of the Woodmere-Lawrence United 
Methodist Church be transferred to the annual conference, to be sold and the 
net proceeds of such sale be disposed of in accordance with the 2012 Conference 
Resolution for disposition of proceeds of discontinued or abandoned property, and

WHEREAS Rev. Kenny Yi, district superintendent, has recommended that the 
membership of the Woodmere-Lawrence United Methodist Church be transferred to 
the St James United Methodist Church in Lynbrook, and St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church in Inwood, or other United Methodist churches as the individual members 
select, and 

WHEREAS the Bishop, a majority of the district superintendents, and the Long Island 
West District Board of Church Location and Building have all duly resolved and 
consented to Rev. Kenny Yi’s recommendations with respect to the discontinuation 
of the Woodmere-Lawrence United Methodist Church, the future use of the real and 
personal property and the transfer of membership.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Woodmere-Lawrence United Methodist 
Church be and hereby is discontinued effective as of July 1, 2012, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all real and personal property of the Woodmere-
Lawrence United Methodist Church be and hereby is transferred to the New York 
Annual Conference, which may hold, lease or sell the properties, and the net proceeds 
of any sale shall be allocated in accordance with the 2012 Conference Resolution for 
disposition of proceeds of discontinued or abandoned property, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the membership of the Woodmere-Lawrence 
United Methodist Church be transferred to the St. James United Methodist Church 
in Lynbrook, St. Paul’s UMC in Inwood, or other United Methodist Churches as the 
individual members select.

2012 NYAC RESOluTION E – RESOluTION fOR ThE 
dISCONTINuATION Of A lOCAl ChuRCh: ARMONk uNITEd 
METhOdIST ChuRCh

NYAC conference session: adopted as amended during the conference session

WHEREAS the Armonk United Methodist Church located in the Town of North 
Castle, Westchester County, in the State of New York, was founded in 1787 and has 
had a long and proud history, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has met with and guided the 
congregation of the Armonk United Methodist Church, and has assessed the potential 
of the Armonk United Methodist Church, including the past, present and potential 
ministry of the local church, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has determined that the 
Armonk United Methodist Church no longer serves the purpose for which it was 
organized and/or incorporated, and has recommended that the Armonk United 
Methodist Church be discontinued pursuant to the provisions of The Book of Discipline 
of The United Methodist Church, and
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WHEREAS the Church Conference of the Armonk United Methodist Church voted on 
March 25, 2012 to discontinue the church, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has recommended that 
upon discontinuation, all real and personal property of the Armonk United Methodist 
Church be transferred to the annual conference or another local United Methodist 
Church, sold and the net proceeds of such sale be disposed of in accordance with the 
2012 Conference Resolution for disposition of proceeds if discontinued or abandoned 
property, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, had recommended that the 
membership of the Armonk United Methodist Church be transferred to other United 
Methodist churches as the individual members select, and 

WHEREAS the Bishop, a majority of the district superintendents, and the Metropolitan 
District Board of Church Location and Building have all duly resolved and consented 
to Rev. St. Clair Samuel’s recommendations with respect to the discontinuation of the 
Armonk United Methodist Church, the future use of the real and personal property and 
the transfer of membership.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Armonk United Methodist Church be and 
hereby is discontinued; effective July 1, 2012, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all real and personal property of the Armonk 
United Methodist Church be and hereby is transferred to the annual conference, 
which may hold, lease or sell the properties, and the net proceeds of any sale shall 
be allocated in accordance with the 2012 Conference Resolution for disposition of 
proceeds of discontinued or abandoned property, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the membership of the Armonk United  
Methodist Church be transferred to other United Methodist Churches as the individual 
members select.

2012 NYAC RESOluTION f – RESOluTION fOR ThE 
dISCONTINuATION Of A lOCAl ChuRCh: uNITEd METhOdIST 
ChuRCh Of RYE

NYAC conference session: adopted as amended during the conference session

WHEREAS the United Methodist Church of Rye located in Westchester County, in the 
State of New York, was visited by Francis Asbury in 1771, following which meetings 
began, and in 1804 the church was formally organized and has had a long and proud 
history, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has met with and guided the 
congregation of the United Methodist Church of Rye, and has assessed the potential of 
the United Methodist Church of Rye, including the past, present and potential ministry 
of the local church, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has determined that the 
United Methodist Church of Rye no longer serves the purpose for which it was 
organized and/or incorporated, and has recommended that the United Methodist 
Church of Rye be discontinued pursuant to the provisions of The Book of Discipline of 
The United Methodist Church, and
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WHEREAS the Church Conference of the United Methodist Church of Rye voted on 
November 11, 2011 to cease holding services at the church effective December 31, 
2011, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has recommended that 
upon discontinuation, all real and personal property of the United Methodist Church 
of Rye be: transferred to the annual conference or another local United Methodist 
Church, sold and the net proceeds of such sale be disposed of in accordance with the 
2012 Conference Resolution for disposition of proceeds if discontinued or abandoned 
property, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has recommended that the 
membership of the United Methodist Church of Rye be transferred to other United 
Methodist churches as the individual members select, and 

WHEREAS the Bishop, a majority of the district superintendents, and the Metropolitan 
District Board of Church Location and Building have all duly resolved and consented 
to Rev. St. Clair Samuel’s recommendations with respect to the discontinuation of the 
United Methodist Church of Rye, the future use of the real and personal property and 
the transfer of membership.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the United Methodist Church of Rye be and 
hereby is discontinued; effective as of July 1, 2012, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all real and personal property of the United 
Methodist Church of Rye be and hereby is transferred to the annual conference, 
which may hold, lease or sell the properties, and the net proceeds of any sale shall 
be allocated in accordance with the 2012 Conference Resolution for disposition of 
proceeds of discontinued or abandoned property, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the membership of the United Methodist Church of 
Rye be transferred to other United Methodist Churches as the individual members select.

2012 NYAC RESOluTION G – RESOluTION fOR ThE 
dISCONTINuATION Of A lOCAl ChuRCh: SuMMERfIEld uNITEd 
METhOdIST ChuRCh, PORT ChESTER

NYAC conference session: adopted as amended during the conference session

WHEREAS the Summerfield United Methodist Church located in Port Chester, 
Westchester County, in the State of New York, was founded in 1828 and has had a 
long and proud history, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has met with and guided 
the congregation of the Summerfield United Methodist Church, and has assessed the 
potential of the Summerfield United Methodist Church, including the past, present and 
potential ministry of the local church, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has determined that the 
Summerfield United Methodist Church no longer serves the purpose for which it was 
organized and/or incorporated, and has recommended that the Summerfield United 
Methodist Church be discontinued pursuant to the provisions of The Book of Discipline 
of The United Methodist Church, and
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WHEREAS the Church Conference of the Summerfield United Methodist Church 
voted on March 26, 2012 to discontinue the church, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has recommended that upon 
discontinuation, all real and personal property of the Summerfield United Methodist 
Church be transferred to the annual conference or another local United Methodist 
Church, sold and the net proceeds of such sale be disposed of in accordance with the 
2012 Conference Resolution for disposition of proceeds if discontinued or abandoned 
property, and

WHEREAS Rev. St. Clair Samuel, district superintendent, has recommended that 
the membership of the Summerfield United Methodist Church be transferred to other 
United Methodist churches as the individual members select, and 

WHEREAS the Bishop, a majority of the district superintendents, and the Metropolitan 
District Board of Church Location and Building have all duly resolved and consented 
to Rev. St. Clair Samuel’s recommendations with respect to the discontinuation of 
the Summerfield United Methodist Church, the future use of the real and personal 
property and the transfer of membership.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Summerfield United Methodist Church be 
and hereby is discontinued; effective July 1, 2012, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all real and personal property of the Summerfield 
United Methodist Church be and hereby is transferred to the annual conference, which 
may hold, lease or sell the properties, and the net proceeds of any sale shall be allocated 
in accordance with the 2012 Conference Resolution for disposition of proceeds of 
discontinued or abandoned property, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the membership of the Summerfield United 
Methodist Church be transferred to other United Methodist Churches as the individual 
members select.

2012 NYAC RESOluTION h – RESOluTION fOR ChARTER 
MEMBERShIP Of fluShING ChINESE uNITEd METhOdIST ChuRCh, 
fluShING, NEw YORk

NYAC conference session: adopted as amended during the conference session

WHEREAS the Flushing Chinese United Methodist Mission Congregation was started 
as a faith group of the United Methodist Church in New York Chinatown in 1990 to 
share the gospel of Jesus Christ with the goal to develop a new Chinese Methodist 
church in Flushing, New York, and

WHEREAS in 1997, the Long Island West District took over this newly planted 
Flushing Mission from Christ United Methodist Church in the Flushing area and 
renamed it “Flushing Chinese United Methodist Mission Congregation” under the 
leadership of the Rev. Pao Lin Chiang, and 

WHEREAS in 2011, the Rev. Dong Long Yang, associate pastor of Flushing Chinese 
became a Vision Bearer (New Church Planter) of the New York Annual Conference 
to connect the efforts of Flushing Chinese to the Vision Bearer Project, Creating New 
Places for New People, of NYAC, and
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WHEREAS Flushing Chinese United Methodist Mission Congregation has over 200 
active members affirming their faith in Jesus Christ and committed to the United 
Methodist Church, and  

WHEREAS the Board of Church Location and Building Committee of Long Island 
West District approved of the chartering of this new congregation on April 13, 2012, and 

WHEREAS the Church Conference was held by the district superintendent on April 
29, 2012 at which time its members affirmed Jesus Christ as Lord, pledged their 
loyalty to God and the upholding of the principles of The United Methodist Church, 
and elected such officers of the church as the Discipline requires, and

WHEREAS the Bishop and the cabinet of New York Annual Conference approved of 
the chartering of this new congregation on May 9, 2012. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference at its 213th 
session at Hofstra University in Hempstead, NY, hereby grants its approval to Flushing 
Chinese United Methodist Church as a chartered congregation in accordance with the 
provisions of the United Methodist Book of Discipline (2008) and the laws of the State 
of New York.

2012 NYAC RESOluTION I – PROPERTY MATTER – MERGER 
RESOluTION ANd AGREEMENT fOR ThE BEllvAlE uNITEd METhOdIST 
ChuRCh ANd SuGAR lOAf uNITEd METhOdIST ChuRCh

NYAC conference session: adopted as amended during the conference session

WHEREAS the Bellvale United Methodist Church and the Sugar Loaf United 
Methodist Church both located in Orange County New York have had long and proud 
histories and per he Book of Discipline, in order to more effectively fulfill their ministry 
have determined to merge, and

WHEREAS the Bellvale United Methodist Church voted for merger with the Sugar 
Loaf United Methodist Church on February 9, 2012 and the Sugar Loaf Church voted 
for merger with the Bellvale United Methodist Church on February 12, 2012, and

WHEREAS the merger has the consent of the New York/Connecticut District 
Superintendent and a 2/3 vote by ballot of the members of each congregation present 
at a called and announced church conference. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the constituent corporations known as the 
Bellvale United Methodist Church and the Sugar Loaf United Methodist Church shall 
be merged to become one constituent corporation to be known as the Sugar Loaf 
United Methodist Church, effective  July 1, 2012, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the church property and parsonage of the 
Bellvale United Methodist Church shall become the responsibility of the Sugar Loaf 
United Methodist Church.  That all titles and legal documents of ownership shall be 
transferred to the Sugar Loaf United Methodist Church and that the trustees of the 
Sugar Loaf United Methodist Church shall assume responsibility for these properties 
per the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church and the laws of the State 
of New York, and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the Sugar Loaf United 
Methodist Church may take all necessary steps to rent, lease, or sell these properties, 
with the church building sale preferably to another Christian congregation for fair 
market value.  If the church is sold to be used for a purpose other than as a church, 
all church related items remaining including pews are to be removed and donated to 
another congregation in need of them from the Bellvale congregation.   The parsonage 
is to be sold for the best price available due to damage incurred during the flooding of 
Hurricane Irene, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the income from the lease or sale over and above 
reasonable costs are to be used for the purchase of an appropriate parsonage for the 
pastor of the Sugar Loaf United Methodist Church and any remaining funds are to be 
invested appropriately and used for capital improvements to the Sugar Loaf church 
building and parsonage, as needed,  and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that as it complies with the purpose of the merger 
agreement and  is in the best interests of both congregations to provide a home for the 
pastor until the sale of the Bellvale church and parsonage property is completed and 
funds are then available to purchase a new parsonage within proximity to the Sugar Loaf 
charge, with the approval of the Bishop and Cabinet; an exception be made to ¶ 2542 
of the Discipline to permit the Trustees to finance the continuing rental of a temporary 
parsonage for the pastor’s housing until a permanent parsonage is secured, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all other assets of the Bellvale United Methodist 
Church, including all financial assets, shall be managed by the trustees of the Sugar 
Loaf United Methodist Board of Trustees, per the Disciplinary requirements, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all church operating funds held by the Bellvale 
United Methodist Church shall be transferred to the Sugar Loaf United Methodist 
Church’s current operating budget to be used for the payment of current expenses of 
the Bellvale United Methodist Church and that income received from the leasing of 
the church to another religious denomination shall be used to cover current operating 
costs for the church and parsonage and that any amounts over those costs are to be 
used by the Sugar Loaf Church for their operating costs, as needed, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all objects of historic significance, church records, 
membership rolls, records of weddings, funerals, and baptisms, contents of the 
cornerstone, and historic records shall be held by the trustees of the Sugar Loaf United 
Methodist Church upon removal from the Bellvale United Methodist Church and that 
the communion table, baptismal font, pulpit and other items associated with worship 
are to be donated to a church in need of them from the Bellvale congregation, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a painting, picture or photograph of the Bellvale 
United Methodist Church to be determined by the trustees of both congregations 
in cooperation with the pastor shall be displayed and identified along with items of 
historic and appropriate significance in a prominent location of the Sugar Loaf United 
Methodist Church with a plaque indicating the merger of the churches and the date of 
the merger, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a historic marker, as approved by the highway 
department and  in compliance with the guidelines of New York State and Orange 
County,  with wording chosen by a group of the remaining active members of the 
Bellvale congregation within thirty days of the approval of the merger agreement, will 
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be placed as authorized in front of the Bellvale United Methodist Church, identifying 
the location as a historic site and briefly outlining the historic significance of the 
church’s 200 plus years.

2012 NYAC RESOluTION J – PROPERTY MATTER – MERGER 
RESOluTION ANd AGREEMENT fOR ThE RIdGES/ROxBuRY ANd 
STAMfORd kOREAN uNITEd METhOdIST ChuRChES ANd GIfT 
AGREEMENT wITh ThE SPRINGdAlE uNITEd METhOdIST ChuRCh

NYAC conference session: adopted as amended during the conference session

WHEREAS the Ridges/Roxbury United Methodist Church, located in Fairfield County, 
Connecticut, having had a long and proud history of worship, service and fellowship 
to the community and the world, and the Stamford Korean United Methodist Church 
of Fairfield County, Connecticut also with a substantial and proud history within the 
community, and per The Book of Discipline, in order to more effectively fulfill their 
ministry have agreed to merge, and

WHEREAS the Ridges/Roxbury United Methodist Church voted for merger with 
the Stamford Korean United Methodist Church on May 13, 2012 and the Stamford 
Korean United Methodist Church voted for merger with the Ridges/Roxbury United 
Methodist Church on May 13, 2012, and

WHEREAS the merger has the consent of the New York/Connecticut district 
superintendent and a 2/3 vote by ballot of the members of each congregation present 
at a called and announced church conference.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the constituent corporations known as the 
Ridges/Roxbury United Methodist Church and the Stamford Korean United Methodist 
Church shall be merged to become one constituent corporation to be known by a 
name which is a combination of the names High Ridge United Methodist Church 
and Stamford Hah Nin Yeo Nahp Kahm Nee Kyo Hueh (and in English is Stamford 
Korean United Methodist Church), and which new name is selected by the merged 
church with the consent of the district superintendent, effective July 1, 2012, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the church property including the church building, 
fellowship hall, and parsonage of the Ridges/Roxbury United Methodist Church shall 
become the responsibility of the High Ridge United Methodist Church. That all titles 
and legal documents of ownership shall be transferred to the High Ridge United 
Methodist Church and that the trustees of the High Ridge United Methodist Church 
shall assume responsibility for these properties per The Book of Discipline of The 
United Methodist Church and the laws of the State of Connecticut, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the High Ridge United 
Methodist Church may take all necessary steps assure that these properties are 
renovated, improved, and maintained for their use and will sign the United Methodist 
Trust Clause, prior to the completion of this merger to assure that the historic standard 
regarding the ownership of church property by the denomination in cases of closure or 
abandonment will be upheld, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the joint ownership of the Roxbury Cemetery 
located on Roxbury Road, Stamford, Connecticut and held in partnership with the 
Stamford Baptist Church will be transferred to the High Ridge United Methodist 
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Church who will assume all obligations and receive all funds for this cemetery per the 
long-standing association agreement in place, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the High Ridge United Methodist Congregation 
may dissolve their association with the Roxbury Cemetery by a legal process allowable 
in the State of Connecticut at any time without reservation or legal action on the part of 
any family member or shareholder in the cemetery property, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Ridges/Roxbury United Methodist Church 
will transfer to the High Ridge United Methodist Church, in addition to the property, 
a mortgage they hold on the sale of the former parsonage of the Ridges/Roxbury 
Methodist Church to provide income for the High Ridge United Methodist Church and 
that in case of a forfeit by the purchaser, the rules of the State of Connecticut regarding 
mortgaged property shall apply to the High Ridge United Methodist Church as legal 
and authorized holders of the mortgage, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Trust Fund created with insurance funds 
received after fire destroyed the Ridges/Roxbury United Methodist Church located 
separately from this church, and determined by the congregation to be used for 
the purpose of supporting missions, shall be transferred to the Springdale United 
Methodist Church prior to the completion of the merger agreement between Ridges/
Roxbury and Stamford Korean United Methodist Churches, as a gift.  This transfer 
is contingent upon the agreement of the Springdale United Methodist Church that 
said Trust Fund shall continue to be used to support missions and that any remaining 
members of the Ridges/Roxbury UMC who are members of the Springdale UMC are 
to serve on a board or committee that is to be established to determine how funds are 
to be directed from this Trust Fund. This board will operate in compliance with the 
UM The Book of Discipline and may be included with the missions committee of the 
church. The board will be answerable to the Finance Committee, the Church Council/
Administrative Board, and the Church/Charge Conference, providing reports to all, at 
least annually, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all remaining current operating funds held by 
the Ridges/Roxbury United Methodist Church at the time of the merger shall be 
transferred to the High Ridge United Methodist Church for the purpose of paying 
current operating expenses, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all objects of historic significance, church 
records, membership rolls, records of weddings, funerals, and baptisms, contents of 
the cornerstone, and historic records of the Ridges/Roxbury United Methodist Church 
shall be held by trustees of the High Ridge United Methodist Church except those items 
deemed to have great historical significance of importance to the history of The United 
Methodist Church. These items are to be offered to the Commission on History and 
Archives of the New York Annual Conference or by another denominational agency 
they find appropriate. The communion table, baptismal font, pulpit and other items 
associated with worship are to be transferred to the High Ridge United Methodist 
Church for their use in worship and sacrament or to another congregation in need of 
them, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a painting, picture or photograph of the Ridges 
United Methodist Church and the Roxbury United Methodist Church, to be determined 
by the trustees of both congregations in cooperation with the pastor, shall be displayed 
in a prominent location of the High Ridge United Methodist Church and of the 
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Springdale United Methodist Church with a plaque indicating the gifts of the Ridges/
Roxbury United Methodist Church and the former Roxbury United Methodist Church 
to the High Ridge and the Springdale United Methodist Churches, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two historic markers, as approved by the highway 
department and the guidelines of The State of Connecticut and Fairfield County, with 
wording chosen by a group of the remaining active members of the Ridges/Roxbury 
congregation within thirty days of the approval of the merger agreement, will be placed 
as authorized in front of the Ridges/Roxbury United Methodist Church and the site of 
the former Roxbury United Methodist Church, identifying the location as a historic 
site and briefly outlining the historic significance of the churches.


