PAGSASAYA
Pagsasaya, in Filipino, means “Jubilee” at the same time “Happiness”.
Pagsasaya is our vision as we participate in God’s mission.
We proclaim and spread the gospel of Jesus and Jubilee dreaming that all will lift up the name of Lord’s favor one day.

Mission Newsletter from Grace and Jay Choi in the Philippines

Mabuhay!
Greetings from the Philippines…
It’s been a long time since our previous mission newsletter. We are sorry about this. Writing the
newsletter tends to be postponed due to the works at hand! Let us highlight some events of God’s
grace until the first half of the year 2014.

Missionary House Renovated
The missionary house renovation
that started with the approval of the
budget by GBGM has been completed. We thank God for the wonderful change. We also thank GBGM
for their care for missionaries and
Rev. Tomas Aquino, the engineer
who worked hard for this considering
this as his ministry.

UTS Graduation
26 Master of Divinity program students graduated this year. The students will go back to their respective
conferences and serve the body of
Christ. Although sending them away
from the school is sad, we are still one
in Christ’s ministries. Please continue
to pray for them as they go out to
fulfill Christ’s commission.
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Goshen Re-opened
Goshen farm, a small organic garden in Union Theological Seminary campus, is open again. It had
been abandoned for years, but now it has become a garden that produces fresh and healthy organic vegetables for the community. The garden is more than a farm. It functions as a symbolic
and educational center that promotes the sacredness of labor and stewardship of land, which is
God’s gift. In addition, Pastor Alan Cabas, the farm manager, and I are trying to make Goshen a
demo-farm that is applicable for rural churches to be self-reliant. This is because many local
churches in rural areas are not capable of large capital based farm projects.

UTS Goshen Farm Mission Statement
By Jay Choi
The Goshen Farm is a community farm of the Union Theological Seminary. It is a community farm in many
ways how the farm is related with the community. The Goshen Farm is located inside the campus, specifically in
the middle of the faculty houses. Also, it is a community farm for it is open to all who want to participate in
farming in various phases and modes; from tilling to harvesting and from sharing resources to the enjoyment of
returns. Furthermore, as UTS is, in nature, a faith community for God’s mission, Goshen Farm promotes that
Christians are to be stewards and even partners of God in making the earth a livable place.
The mission of Goshen Farm is rooted in the Bible. In the biblical geography, Goshen is located somewhere on
the edge of the Fertile Crescent in the Lower Egypt. To the biblical writers and the people of God, however, Goshen means more than a place. It is a source of meaning and a symbol of opening new possibilities. Likewise, the
Goshen Farm is not only a place that yields plants and vegetables but it is also a space that bears diverse and
transforming theological crops, which in turn becomes the life giving source for the community. Therefore, Goshen Farm is a place of both doing farming and doing theology.

(continued) To the ancient Egyptians, according to the Exodus narratives, Goshen was a mere periphery and its
people were lowly and abhorrent due to their dirty and sweaty labor. But to God, it was the very center of the
whole universe upon which the divine energy and providence converged. The Spirit of God reminds us that the
Theophany was seen, heard, felt, touched, told and shared in Goshen. There, God, like a farmer who can see in
seeds fully grown trees, was working while humming and dancing in harmony with the seeds of salvation. Goshen was the nursery of God’s salvific hope.
UTS Goshen Farm is a small and beautiful organic garden. As the cycle of tilling, planting, watering, harvesting,
resting and celebrating runs, and as all of us move along the rhythm of nature, our doing theology gets deeper
and living in the community gets healthier. In doing this, the vision for each member of the community to be a
seed-bearer of God’s hope in and beyond UTS becomes a reality. Come to Goshen! Bend your body! Get closer
to the Mother Earth! Touch the soil! And let us make our doing theology a theophany, and the theophany a theology.

Shalom’s Hut (Kubo ni Shalom)
We were finally able to start building Shalom’s Hut. It had been our wishful project since last year.
One day, a friend of mine sent me a text message that an anonymous donor would be willing to
sponsor the project. Shalom is a special boy with the fragile X-syndrome. He is the youngest son of
Pastors Alan and Minerva Cabas, both UTS graduates. Pastor Alan and I have thought that it would be
good for Shalom to have a safe place outdoors since he has to stay indoors all the time. Now our wish
is about to come true. The hut will also be utilized as a multi-purpose space for the school and students.
At the heart of the hut is the biblical verse, “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
of mine, you did for me.” (Mt 24:50) The more we Christians care for the least in our society, the more
the world will experience God’s shalom.
Shalom’s Hut Sketch
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Laying the new foundation,
Pastor Alan in white

Teaching Ministries
1) ITS
During the last semester, I was invited to teach again at the Institute of Theological Study (ITS). The
course I taught was “The History and Mission of Hebraic Christianity”. The students, who were mostly
lay leaders, participated in the class seriously. It was a precious learning experience for everyone
including myself.
2) UTS
The first semester of the school year 2014-2015 at Union Theological Seminary (UTS) has just ended.
Following the curriculum, I taught “Geo-theology”. There were two special thanks to God regarding the
geo-theology course; one was the class sessions that took place in the newly renovated Jubilee Room.
The other is Pastor Alan Cabas who joined the course as a co-teacher. His various experiences in
different organizations and his commitment have become an effective resource for the course. Every
year, the course contents is being upgraded. And during the last class session called “communion and
commitment”, one student encouraged us by saying that “Geo-theology must become a movement!”
3) WDS
The course “Biblical and Theological Foundations of Mission” at Wesley Divinity School is ongoing.
Every month, I travel to Tarlac City (about a hundred miles north of Manila) spending two whole days
for the lecture. It is such an uplifting experience driving home to Manila after finishing the classes
watching the wide and wonderful nature along the express way.

Geotheology class at the new Jubilee Room

New UGAT Office

Pastor Alan leading a liturgy during
LOVE-UTS, geotheology

With Charles Avila, author of Ownership:
Early Christian Teaching and Peasant Theology, the last class of Geotheology

Mission Lecture at WDS. The students
wear uniform of different colors each day

WDS Chapel Service

Beautiful, Wonderful “Before & After”!
Three children with harelip have been able to receive surgery. The Korean Women’s Association
of the Philippines, where I served as an officer, raised funds for the surgery during the children’s
day celebration held at the residence of the Ambassador of Republic of Korea. And 5 years old
Sanny has been selected as the beneficiary. Sanny is from the Upper Xavier village, one of the
communities for which Harris Community Center has been helping. It was wonderful news for
Sanny and his family since they had never imagined of having surgery due to their poverty. Another good news was that we were able to be acquainted with an organization that provided a
free surgery for harelip children. As a result, two more children were able to become beneficiaries
with the fund.
Even though they are offered free medical treatment, the urban poor cannot take the opportunity
because they are unable to afford transportation fee and the money for medicine. So the fund raised
for Sanny was used for the three children’s medicines and travel fares to hospital. Two other children
were introduced by an NGO called Dail Community, serving urban informal settlers. One was 17
months old boy James and the other was 7 years old Jenny Rose. Jenny Rose is the youngest of 9
siblings and she always used to hide her face with a handkerchief out of shame. Sanny used to have
a behavioral disorder because of the same reason. But now they are different. Jenny Rose does not
hide her face anymore, and Sanny is now a calm and handsome boy. What I came to know later was
that Dail Community had been praying for a help for the two children’s surgery. It was wonderful to
know how God had prepared everything for them and to see their lives change!
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Pray for Nilkila
The medical services for the Upper Xavier Village is
becoming more diverse. Mrs. Koh, a hairdresser
joined the team. Knowing the presence of a professional hairdresser, many parents brought out
their children for a free hair cut. Among the children,
there was a girl named Nikila. She is 7 years old and

Nikila

is living with her grandmother. Her mother had
eloped and her father is in prison. The problem was
that she was suffering from a tumor along her lymph
glands due to tuberculosis. Because there was a
woman who died with the same disease last year, I
was so worried about her. Thankfully, after she took
the medicine provided, she has started recovering.
But she still has to take medicines for her tuberculosis to eradicate the root of the disease. Please pray
for Nikila so that she will be fully well.

Harris Music Ministries

Mrs. Koh hair cut service.
Behind the house are waiting children!

It was such a joy and a privilege to lead the Choraliers, the representative choir of Harris Memorial
College. And I was also able to lead the college choir of 150 students. I thank God for the many
invitations that the Choraliers received.
Jay and I had a special moment during the Harris graduation this year as we gave the Kihwa Jin Award
to the most excellent student in music. The late Kihwa Jin was a GBGM missionary to Harris Memorial
College and she was Jay’s spiritual mother as well. Jay and I are going to continue to commit ourselves
in raising excellent students in music who can contribute to their churches.

Pizza Party for Choraliers after finishing the first semester

Rachell Labasa, one of the Kihwa Jin Award awardees.
Three students were awarded this year.

College Choir singing Hallelujah chorus during Harris Graduation

Health Center at Manggahan
Manggahan, one of the Dumagat indigenous tribal communities, will soon have its own community
health center. This became possible through a fund from the Medical Mission Center of Severance
Hospital in Seoul, Korea; where I used to work as a nurse. The Center has been sharing funds with the
purpose of celebrating the benevolence of the philanthropist Severance who supported Korea about
a century ago. The Manggahan health center will be a place to provide basic health care, train local
health workers, and educate the people about first aid and herbal medicine making process. For this,
Harris Community Center continues to work with the municipal and the government health department. Pray for the project so that it will become a beneficial center for the people.

Dumagat children on my way
back home from Manggahan.

Future site for Manggahan Health Center. What
the people wanted was not livelihood project but
health center!

Departure from Manggahan!
One hour motor ride on unpaved road and two
hours of Jeepney ride.

Meeting with Dumagat Women Leaders, Grace & Angie, Harris Academic Dean

