
A Letter of 
THANKSGIVING

Dear Family and Friends, 
If this letter waits much longer, I am afraid it’d be Christmas before it 
reaches you. So, I pause in the midst of a busy schedule to send my 
greetings and wishes of peace and hope in Christ’s name and express 
my deepest appreciation to all of you for your prayers and gracious 
support of me and the mission of Christ in Cambodia. I don’t expect 
ever to get over how awestruck I am by our connection through 
prayers and by how your thoughts have kept me company over the 
miles and through the years. At this very point in time, I am especially 
in prayer for those of you — quite a number — who have shared with 
me your health concerns. I think of you always. I pray for you 
diligently and have requested our team of missionaries and staff to lift 
you up in prayer at our daily morning Bible study and devotions.



Ordination with bishops during the last Annual Meeting — 9 elders and 6 deacons were 
ordained.

• to ask for the mercy of  Jesus upon ourselves, the people we serve and the world as a whole 

• to speak up—even shout and shout even louder yet if  and when circumstances require, and not yield to “the 
many in the crowd” who want to stifle our voices 

• to throw off  our cloak or whatever it is we need to throw off  that has become an unnecessary weight on us or 
whose period of  usefulness and relevance for us has expired 

• to jump up from whatever it is that continues to hold us down and keep us down 

• to yearn to see again or, as the case maybe, see for the first time ever, and 

• to follow Jesus on the road instead of  simply going wherever we fancy after years of  being stuck in the rut.

At our last Annual Meeting (The Methodist Church in Cambodia’s counterpart to the Annual Conference), the 
Country Directors of  the different Methodist agencies — i.e. Korean, Singaporean, World Federation of  Chinese 
Methodist Churches and Connexio — the Board of  Mission of  the United Methodist Church (UMC) in 
Switzerland and France, and the General Board of  Global Ministries of  the United Methodist Church  (GBGM-
UMC) were asked to give a report about all the programs and ministries in the care of  their respective offices. In 
the succeeding pages are what I reported. For these and all that we have been blest to do, we are grateful to God 
for God’s grace and the graciousness of  many generous people.

I began thinking of  composing this letter on Tuesday, October 20—over a month ago already, oh dear—when the 
lectionary reading following the Upper Room Disciplines 2015 happens to be Mark 10:46-52.  In our morning 
devotion and Bible study at the office, we shared the common insight that we need:

May we all learn and live the lessons that Bartimaeus learned and put into practice over two thousand years ago.



The Street Children Ministry

CLARA BISWAS 
Street Children Ministry 
Coordinator 
clarabiswas@online.com.kh 
ADVANCE#13952Z 

ADVANCE#14921A  
STREET CHILDREN 
MINISTRY 

• 500 children received any combination of  scholarships, school 

supplies, school uniforms, and/or participated in English classes, music 
classes, computer classes, and workshops in dance, drama, the arts and 
music and/or attended vocational schools. All the children enjoyed the 
annual Sports Day, the field trips, the Vacation Bible School or Sunday 
School-type classes and the celebration of  Christmas, Easter and the 
International Children’s Day. 

• 100 adults were welcomed to attend Bible study, worship and 

fellowship together as well as celebrate Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ Day and 
International Women’s Day. 

• 29 of  these adults are HIVAIDs patients who received allowance for 

food and financial help to go to the clinics and obtain their medicine.  
Some are old and too weak. Others suffer from depression.  Some 
were victims of  domestic violence or of  human trafficking. 

• 30 of  the Street Children Ministry’s “alumni” have completed 

university education since the ministry began fourteen years ago. 
These now work variously in private companies in Cambodia, teach in 
public schools or serve with non-government organizations, including 
the Street Children Ministry itself. 

Clara Biswas instructing the children



Scholarships

ESTHER GITOBU 
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International Teams 
Coordinator 
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ADVANCE#3021606 YOUTH 
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AND LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING 

•80 scholars are currently pursuing university and graduate school education in banking and finance, nursing, 

English (teaching English), law, accounting, management, social work and international studies. 

•6 scholars graduated this year. 

•5 of  the GBGM-UMC Community Health and Agriculture Development Program (CHAD) staff  are 

currently pursuing graduate studies: one in environment and natural resources management, three in business 
administration and one in development management. 

•117 more children — apart from the children supported through the Street Children Ministry —  in different 

parts of  Cambodia received scholarship this year.  

• One GBGM-UMC staff  is pursuing her university education.   

• One scholar is pursuing his doctoral studies in management and administration.  Five pastors are finishing their 
university education.   

• One pastor is in graduate school majoring in management.   

• One pastor’s wife is pursuing a teaching degree.  New applicants for scholarship wish to study engineering, 
agriculture, rural development and public administration.  

More Scholars

In September and December 2014 and in February 2015, university 
scholars gathered for fellowship, mentoring, worship and dinner together 
at Toul Kork Methodist Church in Phnom Penh.

Esther Gitobu (rightmost) with our scholar



Dormitory Ministry

ADVANCE #3020791 CHILDREN 
AND YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP: 
WESLEY DREAM HOUSE 

THE WESLEY DREAM HOUSE IN PHUM PHNOV, SVAY RIENG

at the dormitory.  This year, our very kind 
friends at Glenn Memorial United Methodist 

Church in Atlanta and Dream Church 
(Holliston United Methodist Church in Pasadena) — who were among those that helped us build the dormitory 
in the first place — are offering  scholarships for twenty female students on top of  housing at the dorm.  

•  64 students — forty-eight women and 

sixteen men — can be housed in The 
Wesley Dream House in Phum Phnov, Svay 
Rieng Province which just opened this year.  

•  22 residents — 8 women and 14 men — 

are currently housed.  Parents still hesitate 
to send their daughters to pursue university 
education.  When funds are scarce, sons get 
prioritized over daughters. 

We are determined to increase the number of  
female students and, in turn, female residents

• 78 students — sixty-nine high school girls and nine high school boys — are sheltered in the Susanna Wesley 

Dormitory in Samreth Methodist Church in Kampong Thom province.  This year, once again, all received 
school supplies from GBGM-UMC.  

THE SUSANNA WESLEY DORMITORY IN KAMPONG THOM

Residents of Wesley Dream House
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Helen Camarce (frontmost) with the members of Women’s 
Desk

Tree planting with the women

On January 19-24, a women’s conference 
sponsored by the women of  the Virginia 
Annual Conference was held in 
Sihanoukville for one hundred and thirty 
women.   

On February 7-14, the Wesley 
Foundation in Japan and the Scranton 
Women’s Leadership Center in Korea 
sponsored the Young Asian Women’s 
Conference held in Siem Reap for 
participants that came from six countries. 
Apart from the scholarships the Women’s 
Desk granted to children, youth and 
adults (see section on Scholarships),  the 
Women’s Desk supported livelihood

projects in eleven districts for sixty-nine families.  

Through the Women’s Desk, the Cambodian Methodist Women were able to purchase a parcel of  land 30 by 100 
meters in Senmonorum, Mondulkiri that will be the site of  the Women’s Center.  The donations for the land 
came from Methodist women in Korea, Singapore, Malaysia and the United Methodist Women in Virginia and 
California. A team of  Ubuntu United Methodist Women visited the site of  the Women’s Center and 
fellowshipped with the women in the different districts.  The Women’s Desk held leadership training for women in 
eleven districts.   

Ministry with and  
by Women

mailto:hlcamarce36@yahoo.com
mailto:hlcamarce36@yahoo.com


Christian Education

Rev Sam Om speaking in front of pastors and 
leaders gathered in the church

SAM OM 
Resource Development Director 
of  the Methodist Church for 
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#3021960 

ADVANCE #3021536 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND 
CURRICULUM 
DEVELOPMENT  

ADVANCE #00230A Cambodia 
Mission Initiative: Methodist 
Men Ministry  

The Methodist Men’s Committee

The Methodist Men’s Committee met on October 22, 2015. Members of  the committee will be traveling to the 
provinces beginning in November and continue organizing the men at the local and district levels so that the 
above-mentioned vision may be fulfilled so that the following vision may be fulfilled: 

OUR VISION is the equipping of  the men in our churches and villages so that they may follow the heart and 
way of  God in Jesus Christ in their own personal lives, and in their respective families, churches and communities. 

This year, with gifts received through 
ADVANCE, we provided funding for the 
meetings of  the Christian Education 
Committee that is currently determining the 
curriculum resources best suited for use in the 
Methodist Church in Cambodia. 

In the meantime, it met with pastors and lay-
leaders in four gatherings of  the different 
districts to get to know the needs of  the 
churches as well as encourage pastors and lay 
people in their respective ministries. In the 
photo is Rev. Sam Om, the adviser of  the 
Christian Education Committee.

Ministry By Men

The photo below shows the Methodist Men’s Committee. Rev Tun 
Pheaktra (leftmost), a pastor, is pursuing his MA in Management. Ly 
Puthy (fifth from right) is pursuing doctorate in Management. Third from 
left, Rev. Seng Dyna, is finishing his BA English next year. Rev Sok 
Sovandy (middle) is the Mission Superintendent of  the Methodist Church 
in Cambodia. 



1. Increase the capacity of  the Methodist Church in 
Cambodia to integrate outreach ministries into the 
congregational life 

2. Increase the capacity of  local churches to initiate 
outreach activities 

3. Increase the ability of  the church and the community 
to access government health services 

4. Improve environmental and personal health and the 
hygiene situation in the villages through appropriate 
health activities and medical outreaches 

5. Increase and diversify sustainable farm production 
and the consumption of  high nutrition,  

6. Increase the capacity for storage processing and 
marketing of  farm products 

7. Increase the capacity of  local groups to manage their financial resources with sound stewardship transparency 
and accountability 

8. Expand the access of  individuals to microloans for small businesses.

KENNEDY O.CRUZ 
kennedyocruz@gmail.com 
#3019583 

ADVANCE #14916A 
COMMUNITY HEALTH AND 
AGRICULTURE 
DEVELOPMENT (CHAD-
CAMBODIA) 

ADVANCE #3020542 HEALTH 
CARE ACCESS AND 
ADVOCACY (CHAD-
CAMBODIA) 

Community Health & Agriculture 
Development (CHAD)

Kennedy Cruz (behind) with the  CHAD 
staff in Cambodia

This year CHAD enabled the 
villagers to save $57,037. This 

amount could in turn be used by 
the savings groups to invest in 

income-generating activities that 
would boost their ability to sustain 

their families.  

CHAD’S FOCI AND OBJECTIVES ARE: 

TOTAL BENEFICIARIES: 2,684 families or 13,420 individuals

CHAD ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

Health Care Access: 
• 3017 sick people received medical care through UMVIM Medical 

Mission 

• 32 hospital referrals of  sick people 

Water and Sanitation Project: 
• 5 wells constructed in KChhnang, Kratie  

• 192 latrines were constructed  

• 278 water filters were distributed to saving groups  

Food and Livelihood Security Project (in 81 MCC 
churches): 
• 62 Rice Banks  

• 30 Saving and Credit groups 

• 22 IFS/Savings groups  

• 30 Cow Raising groups 



ADVANCE #00230A CAMBODIA 
MISSION INITIATIVE: MONDULKIRI 
CAMP/RETREAT CENTER  

ADVANCE #00230A CAMBODIA 
MISSION INITIATIVE: 
SENMONORUM MONDULKIRI 
CHURCH 

Mondulkiri Projects 

The first building on the Mondulkiri Camp and Retreat Center is currently under construction—an apartment 
building with two apartments. A gift was recently received toward the construction of  a one-floor dormitory 
building for 36 persons.  A master plan for the entire camp and retreat center is available. 

As soon as funds are available, we will build more dormitory facilities that can house a total of  400-500 people 
plus a social hall cum chapel and dining hall/kitchen building.  We very much welcome partnerships and gifts 
toward the construction of  facilities on the site.   

We are deeply grateful for the gifts from friends in East Ohio Annual Conference, Louisiana Annual Conference, 
Virginia Annual Conference, California-Pacific Annual Conference, New York, North Carolina, and Florida. 

Five minutes down the hill from the camp and retreat center is the site for the first-ever Methodist Church in 
Mondulkiri Province (see photo above). It is a piece of  land 60 meters by 100 meters teeming with fruit-bearing 
trees overlooking a lake and with a stream on the backside of  it.   

Our plan is to start building the facilities on it before the end of  the year and latest, early next year, including a 
sanctuary cum pre-school that will immediately reach out to the children and their families.  We are grateful to 
our friends in East Ohio and Louisiana that have brought us this far in turning this particular dream into reality.  

The construction of the Mondulkiri Camp and Retreat Center

The 60 meters by 100 meters land purchased for the 
construction of the church



Connexio
We thank Peter Siegfried and Stefan Pfister of  Connexio, the Board of  Mission of  the United Methodist Church in 
Switzerland and France, for their teaching and leadership. Peter also has a significant role in the drafting and 
development of  the Book of  Discipline.  

We cannot thank CONNEXIO and 
Andreas Staempfli enough for their 
support of  the administration of  the 
GBGM-UMC, the funding of  the 
Community Health and Agriculture 
Development Program, the budget of  
the Methodist Church in Cambodia 
inclusive of  the Cambodian Methodist 
Bible School, and its hospitality to our 
pastors who have visited Switzerland for 
an exposure to the workings of  the 
United Methodist Church in 
Switzerland. 

We also thank Connexio for sending teams of  church leaders from Switzerland and France to Cambodia for an 
update or acquaintance with the mission of  the church in Cambodia. 

Peter Siegfried (left) and Stefan Pfister (right)

Okroch Methodist Church 
Randolph Nugent Chapel and 

Parsonage

Okroch Church at Kampong Thom

The dedication of  these church facilities (photo on the left) in 
Okroch, Kampong Thom is on Sunday, 15th day of  
November 2015.   

The land and the facilities are a gift of  New York Annual 
Conference.  Bishop Jane Allen Middleton and the entire 
NYAC Cabinet will be present at the dedication.  Okroch 
Methodist Church's pastor and members are Kuy, an ethnic 
minority community in Cambodia.  

Thank you very much, New York Annual Conference for 
these gifts!! To God be the glory. 



Church in Atlanta, Georgia that contributed significantly to the construction of  the Wesley Dream House 
participated in its dedication. We also hosted Mike McCord, then a staff  at the General Board of  Higher 
Education and Ministry and Jennifer Oh, a laywoman from New Jersey both of  whom raised funds for the 
Wesley Dream House. 

Youth Rally

Volunteer-In-Mission Teams

• A team from Virginia 
participated in the women’s 
conference in Sihanoukville (see 
above) and the other sponsored 
and co-led a youth rally in 
Battambang.   

• A team from East Ohio helped 
fund an apartment building in 
the Mondulkiri Camp and 
Retreat Center site and 
participated in building the 
fence. The team also donated the 
deposit for a piece of  land for the 
first Methodist church in 
Mondulkiri.  

• A team from Dream Church 
(Holiston United Methodist 

• This year, we hosted 10 teams 
including the teams previously 
mentioned and two medical 
teams from the Rocky 
Mountain Conference.  

• We also hosted 2 teams from 
Louisiana: one supported and 
co-led a youth camp with 220 
participants in Sihanoukville 
and the other participated in 
the construction of  the 
sanctuary for Raksmei 
Methodist Church in 
Kampong Thom.

YOUTH CAMP

Youth Camp at Sihanoukville

YOUTH RALLY



GBGM-UMC and the 
Transformation of  
Cambodian Society

As GBGM-UMC, our aims are discipleship in Christ and 
the transformation of  the Cambodian society.  Among 
those whose lives have been touched and empowered by 
our various programs are:  

• three staff  of  ACLEDA Bank;  

• a civil engineer working with the Cambodian 
government; 

• a social worker whom we sent through university and 
graduate school and is now working with the 
International Justice Mission (IJM), a worldwide 

movement against human trafficking and her husband who serves as IJM’s Director of  Spiritual Development and 
our scholar in law school;  

• a staff  of  the National Bank of  Cambodia; a staff  of  GBGM-UMC whom we sent through university and now 
takes up her MA in Social Work at Ehwa University in Seoul, Korea (see photo below); 

Our scholar — Seng Tola at Ehwa University in Seoul, Korea — discussing her CASE STUDY: 
CAMBODIA in MA Social Work

Seminar on Women Trafficking with IJM



Scholar Nakim at Learning Lab

In March 2015, we celebrated Rev. Joseph Chan Chhleav’s 17 years of  ministry in Cambodia as a missionary of  
the GBGM.  

I cannot possibly ask for a finer team of  missionaries and staff.  This 
team is a gift for which I praise God every day.  Please remember us 

all in your prayers.   

Rev. Myungim Kim celebrating with Rev. 
Chhleav. We commend his work for the Lord 
through GBGM-UMC for 17 years.

MARILYN CHAN  
#12904Z 

ADVANCE #00230A CAMBODIA 
MISSION INITIATIVE: PASTORS’ 
SUPPORT  

ADVANCE #3021606 YOUTH 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

Rev. Joseph Chan Chhleav (leftmost) and 
Marilyn Chan (on his left) receiving gift from 
GBGM-UMC Cambodia

Celebration over lunch with GBGM-UMC Cambodia

• three staff  of  the Good Samaritan Purse, including its 
accountant;  

• a teacher at the Learning Lab — pre-school and kindergarten; 
the Accounts Assistant at Naga World;  

• an assistant manager at Telecom Cambodia;  

• the administrative assistant of  GBGM-UMC and the staff  of  its 
Women’s Desk, and all our pastors and youth leaders in the 
Methodist Church in Cambodia. 



A Closing Prayer  

O God, we pray for all those who 
are held down by 

misunderstanding, by prejudice, 
by indifference, by hatred, by 

ignorance, by the past, by dread 
of change, by fear of the future, 

by fear of fear, by the conflict 
among peoples and nations, and 

by our wanton, wasteful and 
careless lifestyles.  Teach us, O 
God, the ways of Jesus.  Grant 

that we may see again or see for 
the first time ever so that we may 
follow Jesus on the road.  Let our 
faith give birth to transformation 

within the depths of our lives 
and in the very midst of our 

churches and communities.  Set 
free the captive in us.  Let us soar. 
Let us fly. In Jesus’ name we pray.   

Amen.   

God’s blessings always — as 
always.  

“Romy”

Romeo L. del Rosario  
romeodel_rosario@yahoo.com 

#09555Z  

• Every gift made online through ADVANCE at www.umcmission.org/
give will be matched up to $1 million.  

• Global Ministries (GBGM) will allocate matching funds dollar for 
dollar up to the first $1 million in gifts to ADVANCE projects received 
online on December 1, 2015, between 12:00 am and 11:59 pm. CT.   

• A maximum of  $2,500 per individual gift to a project will be 
dispersed as matching funds.   

• A project may receive a maximum of  $25,000 in matching funds.   

• The missionary (each missionary is an ADVANCE “project”—please 
see project code above) who receives the highest amount of  online 
donations on UMC #Giving Tuesday will be able to direct $10,000 to 
an Advance project of  his/her choice!  

All gifts to any of  the projects/ministries/programs mentioned above 
may be sent online through: www.umcmission.org/give or 
www.givetomission.org so that they may be matched.   

Or, at any other time, a donation may be sent through the same 
channel mentioning the name and number of  the project.   

Or a check may be written to a local United Methodist Church with the 
name and number of  the project on the check.  

Or a check may be sent with the name and number of  the project on 
the check to: 

Missionaries and Staff with Bishop Larry Goodpaster

ADVANCE GCFA,  
PO Box 9068 GPO,  
New York, NY 

http://www.umcmission.org/give
http://www.umcmission.org/give

