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November 1, 2017 
 
Dearest friends in Christ, 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus, and greetings from 
Kyiv, Ukraine!  Here in eastern Europe, the warmth of summer is already a 
distant memory; the nights are cool and crisp, and the leaves of trees are 
turning color and starting to fall.  In the Ukrainian language, the names of 
the months are derived from words that describe the natural elements     
of that season.  For example, the Ukrainian word for October is 
жовтень (zhovten'), which comes from the word жовтий (zhovtiy), 
or "yellow," in reference to the yellowing of the leaves during this 
season.  Similarly, November in Ukrainian is листопад (listopad), which 
literally means "the falling of leaves."  What a blessing to recognize the 
beauty of God's creation in the names of the months of the year!  
 

With the new fall season also comes a new season of ministry 
with international students in Kyiv.  Each week, students from 
Africa gather together in a variety of locations for worship and 
fellowship.  On Sunday mornings, the international 
community joins the Russian-speaking UMC congregation in 
Kyiv for praise and worship.  Each Wednesday evening, the 
community gathers in a student's apartment for a meal, Bible 
study, and prayer.  On occasion, such as last month, students 
from our UMC community join with other African young 

adults for a multi-denominational service of worship.  It is an honor and blessing for me to serve with 
this community:  to preach the word and celebrate communion, to lead Bible study, and to represent 
the United Methodist Church in mission service here in Ukraine.  
 
Unfortunately, this new season has also seen an 
increase in political unrest in Kyiv.  As the war 
continues in eastern Ukraine, here in the capital city 
there have been ongoing demonstrations against the 
government.  Though civilians and police occasionally 
engage in skirmishes, thankfully there has not been a 
repeat of the widespread violence that engulfed Kyiv 
during the winter of 2013-14.  Please join with me in 
prayer for the people of Ukraine, that their political 
differences may be solved peacefully, and that the 
war in the eastern region would come to an end.   
 
Lastly, I am happy to share with you the following invitation.  As many of you know, for the past few 
years Global Ministries has participated in Giving Tuesday, held each year on the first Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving.  On this day, United Methodist congregations and members around the world are 



invited to make a financial donation towards a mission project supported and approved by our 
denomination.  Last year, over 2,500 donors from 19 countries worldwide world gave more 
than $850,000 in support of mission service!  More information about Giving Tuesday 2017 can be 
found by following this link:  http://www.umcmission.org/giving-tuesday/givingtuesday. 
 
This year, Giving Tuesday will be celebrated on November 28.  The theme of Giving Tuesday 2017 is 
"Connect Your Passion With God's Mission."  I encourage you to make a donation in support of the 
UMC in Ukraine's ministry with international students and others displaced by violence.  Here's how 
to make a quick, easy, and safe donation online: 
 

 Go to Global Ministries' dedicated webpage for donating to the ministry of the UMC in Ukraine 
(Eurasia Mission Initiative: Ukraine and Moldova #14053A) 
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/gbgm_donate.html?type=1001&project
=14053A 

 In the box requesting how the gift should be designated, write "International Ministries Kyiv." 

 Provide the requested gift, billing, and payment information, and click "Submit."  It's that easy! 
 
If you prefer to make your donation by check, please make the check payable to "Advance GCFA."  On 
the memo line, write "#14053A, International Ministries Kyiv."  Mail the check to: 
 
Advance GCFA 
PO Box 9068 GPO 
New York, NY 10087-9068 
 
Once again, I give my deepest thanks for your prayerful and financial support for my ministry as a 
United Methodist missionary.  I look forward to staying in touch, and sharing with you updates and 
stories from Ukraine over the coming years.  
 
May God bless you and your loved ones in this season of thanksgiving. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
John 
 
Rev. John Calhoun 
Coordinator of International Ministries,  
Kyiv, Ukraine 
jcalhoun@umcmission.org 
GBGM Advance #13970Z 
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