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THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2018
 10:00 a.m. CHECK IN Begins — David S. Mack Arena Lobby 

Cokesbury Opens — Arena
  NYAC Ministries’ Table Display Set Up — Arena 

UMCOR Kits Collected — Arena
UMCOR KITS  All kits for UMCOR must be delivered to the mezzanine of the 
Arena by Friday at 5 p.m.  The truck is packed Friday evening and the kits are 
delivered to the UMCOR relief depot on Saturday.

 12:30 p.m. Gathering Music:  Conference Music Team — Arena
 1:00 p.m. Opening Worship — Arena
  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, Preaching
  Offering: Bishop’s Partners in Mission
  Make checks to ‘NYAC,’ Memo: Bishop’s Partners in Mission
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Opening Worship
PATHWAYS & POSSIBILITIES

TRANSFORMING THE WORLD

GATHERING MUSIC Conference Music Team

PRELUDE  “Come Now is the Time to Worship”  B. Doerksen 
  Conference Music Team

WORDS OF INSPIRATION
“I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” speech, delivered April 3, 1968 

by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., at the Mason Temple  
(Church of God in Christ Headquarters), Memphis TN.

*PROCESSIONAL HYMNS

“This Is The Day”
This is the day
This is the day
That the Lord hath made
That the Lord hath made
We will rejoice
We will rejoice
And be glad in it
And be glad in it
This is the day
That the Lord hath made
We will rejoice and be glad in it
This is the day
This is the day
That the Lord hath made

 Words & Music by Les Garrett 
© 1980 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing, Reprinted under CCLI #11167467

 “Faith Has Set Us On A Journey”
Faith has set us on a journey
Past the landmarks that we know
Taking risks with no insurance
But the Word that tells us, “Go!”
Friend or job or home or lover
We may need to leave behind
Outworn truths and ways of thinking 
Baggage to the past consigned.
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Guided by the Holy Spirit;
Destination is unknown.
Though we share the road with others,
Still the journey is our own.
Each will hear their inner calling.
Each will learn to find their way.
And the Faith that set the journey
Finds us when we go astray.
 
Though we walk our different pathways
Still the world we will transform
Heal the sick and feed the hungry
Teach the children, calm the storm
We are called to make disciples
Just as we’ve been taught to be
By the ones who sojourn with us
Now and through eternity.

Words & Music by: Shirley Murray; Lyrics adapted by Stephanie Parsons 
©1992 Hope Publishing Company, Reprinted under CCLI #11167467

LITURGICAL DANCE “Water Dance” Anthony Brown and Group TherAPy
 Spirit Builders, NYAC Praise Dance Team 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Heather Sinclair, Greenwich: First UMC & 
Rev. Alex da Silva Souto, New Milford UMC

As we gather to celebrate God’s grace and work as the Body of Christ,  
we lay down the “shoulds” that dominate our lives  
and allow ourselves to be led by the Holy Spirit.

Take a deep breath.

As we travel the stony paths of discipleship empowered by God’s love,
we let go of the drive to win, and seek the journey of unburdening.

Take a deep breath.

As we continue the journey of reconciliation, 
of turning around compelled by God’s justice, 
we leave behind familiar paths and step lightly into the unknown.

Take a deep breath.
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As we gather together, let us make room in our lives to cherish God’s call, 
for where our treasure is, there our hearts will be too.

Adapted from “A Liturgy for Laying Down and Letting Go” 
from The Pattern of Our Days: Liturgies and Resources for Worship by the Iona Community; 

adapted by Sharon Fennema

A WELCOME FROM THE SHINNECOCK NATION TO THE LAND WHERE WE STAND
 Rev. Dr. Holly Haile Davis, Shinnecock Indian Reservation,  

Member of Northeast Jurisdiction Committee on Native American Ministries (NEJ CONAM)

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS  Rev. Matthew Curry, Director of Connectional Ministries

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Ms. Judy Lang, Trumbull: Nichols UMC

How can Your people keep their paths pure?
By carefully reading the map of Your Word. 
We’re single-minded in pursuit of You; 
     don’t let us miss the road signs You’ve posted. 
We keep Your word close, in our heart, 
     so that we won’t transgress against You. 
Be blessed, God; 
     train us in Your ways of wise living. 
We’ll transfer to our lips 
     all the counsel that comes from Your mouth; 
We delight far more in what You tell us about living 
     than in gathering a pile of riches. 
We will think about Your precepts 
     and examine all Your paths. 
We will delight in Your statutes; 
     we will not forget what You have said. 

Adapted from Psalm 119:9-16 from CEB & MSG.

SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 32:17-22 Mr. Moises Varas 
  New Haven: St. Andrews UMC

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.

HYMN
“Show Us Christ”

Words & Music by: Bob Kaufin & Doug Plank ©2011 Sovereign Grace Praise, Reprinted under CCLI #11167467

SCRIPTURE READING II Corinthians 4:13-5:1 Rev. Dong Hyun Choi,
 Windham-Hensonville & Ashland Community UMCs

SERMON “Take Heart” Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

*HYMN OF RESPONSE
 “In the Midst of New Dimensions” 

Words and Music by Julian B. Rush © 994 Julian B. Rush, Reprinted under OneLicense.net # E-80321

VISUAL REFLECTION

Fifty years ago, when The United Methodist Church emerged from the fusion of the Methodist 
Church and the Evangelical United Brethren, the Central Jurisdiction of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was dissolved. Left behind in an era of segregation, people of African descent 
still faced struggles and challenges. They participated in a denomination which claimed them 
as members of the body of Christ, but nevertheless did not embrace them as full sisters and 
brothers.

 “Voices of the Methodist Central Jurisdiction”

The Central Jurisdiction was a racially segregated body of the Methodist Church from 
1939-1968. In both archived and current interviews, former members of the jurisdiction 
discuss its history.

https://youtu.be/pL0mqUgWDeU

CALL TO RECONCILIATION Rev. Rhonda Taylor, UMC of Hartford 
I am not I.
I am this one
walking beside me whom I do not see,
whom at times I manage to visit,
and whom at other times I forget;
who remains calm and silent while I talk,
and forgives, gently, when I hate,
who walks where I am not,
who will remain standing when I die.

Adapted from poem by Juan Ramón Jiménez, “‘I Am Not I’” from Lorca and Jiménez: Selected Poems. 
Translation copyright © 1973 by Robert Bly. Beacon Press.

Let us entrust Christ Jesus with our prayers for reconciliation with God and creation.

PRAYER FOR RECONCILIATION Rev. Carlos Figuero Colombani, UMC of Peekskill 
Rev. K Karpen, Manhattan: St. Paul & St. Andrew UMC

Rev. Sunjoo Lee, Southeastern Dutchess Cooperative Parish 

In Your tenderness blot out my confusion
Wash me, let my impurity run off
Cleanse me, squeeze the poison out
For of my twistedness I’m painfully aware
My weakness is before my eyes all day long
Against You, weaver of the hidden pattern of things
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Has the shape of my action inclined
Necessarily—
For I am human
And my pain must rend the cloth
Unraveling right and wrong
Tearing the fabric of my heart
That in its woundedness it has no choice but to seek for You…

Let the light of Your eye in us
Clarify our tangles and snarls
So they do not pull nor strangle
And our heart becomes clear
And our spirit new
Don’t push us away
Don’t remove Your natural love
Remind us of the joy we find in immersion in You
Support us—free us—
And we will remember You to all who’ve fallen away
And they’ll rise up, face to face with You again

Please take this moment of silence to lift up your individual prayers of confession.

Deliver us from division within ourselves
That we can find our tongue to sing Your allness—
Open our lips and our mouth will praise You
For this is what You desire, not sacrifice

If you wanted burnt offerings we’d give them
But the sacrifice You desire is a broken heart
A humble heart, quiet and receptive
You will always receive
Take it and make Zion strong.

Adapted from Psalm 52 in Opening to You: Zen –Inspired translations of the Psalms, 
© Norman Fischer, 2002, Viking Compass. Published by Penguin Group.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Look, the days are coming when I will bring about a new covenant
with the people of Israel and Judah. 

I will put My law within them. 
I will write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, and they will be My people. 
No longer will people have to teach each other 
or encourage their family members and say, “You must know the Eternal.” 
For all of them will know Me intimately themselves—
from the least to the greatest of society. 
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The Redeemer full of mercy and goodness, very far from chastising us,
embraces us with love, makes us eat at The Table of Grace,
serves us with God’s own hands, gives us the key to the Kin-dom treasures;
God converses and delights with us incessantly, in a thousand and a thousand ways,
and treats us in all respects as Jesus’ favorite.
It is thus we consider ourselves from time to time in Divine Holy Presence.

Adapted from Jeremiah 31 from The Voice (VOICE), adapted also for inclusive language; + adapted quote from Brother Lawrence.

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM    Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

BLESSING OF THE WATER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  “African Credo”  arr. J. Roberts and R. Trapp

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND SELVES

Bishop’s Partners in Mission  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

Funds raised for the Bishop’s Partners in Mission support three major mission foci: 
world-wide and community mission, General Church Shared Ministries, and leadership 
development of our clergy and laity.  As partners in mission together we serve our 
neighbors, together we make disciples and together we witness to God’s love.

OFFERTORY DANCE “This Is The Day”  Heasuk Son
Korean United Methodist Women

*DOXOLOGY
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

 Words and Music: Thomas Ken. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. Public Domain

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Rev. Tom Vencuss, Coordinator of Mission Ministry

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

May the God of holy words be with you.
May the meditation of our hearts be with you.
People of God, open yourselves to the One who is your rock.
God fills us with foolishness, so we may be wise.
Children of God, sing songs of thanksgiving with all creation.
Our voices are lifted to the One who makes all things.

You spoke those words of creation,
God of faithfulness, and

set the sun to run its daily course,
filled the seas with imaginative creatures,
planted fruits and vegetables in the earth.
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All that is good and generous was intended
for Your children shaped in Your image,

but we bore false witness against You,
honoring sin and death more than You.

The prophets came to warn against our foolishness,
but we did not find their words acceptable,

and continued to covet everything
which did not belong to us.

So You sent Your Child to us,
so we might find strength in His weakness,
and glory through His humiliation.

With those who have great faith,
with those who have very little,
we sing our thanksgivings to You:

Holy, holy, holy are You, God of mountaintops.
The heavens join all creation to tell of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is the One who is foolish for our sake. 
Hosanna in the highest!

Day to day, You are holy, our God,
and Jesus Christ declares Your wisdom to us.
The Word of Your mouth,

He came, to tell us of Your work
of grace and hope.

The Meditation of Your heart,
He came, to quiet our frantic spirits
so we might rest in You.

Your foolishness,
He was wise enough
to take our sins to the cross.

Your weakness,
He was strong enough
to endure death for us,

until You brought Him out of the grave.

As we remember His zeal for Your heart,
as we remember His passion for us,
we would speak of that mystery we know as faith:
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Christ died, the Rock which broke sin’s power;
Christ was raised, death conquered by our Redeemer;
Christ will return, desiring us more than anything in all creation.

Here at this Table, God of love,
we set aside our power 
to feast on the weakness found in the broken bread;
we let go of our wisdom,
to drink from the cup of Your foolish grace.
Your Spirit blesses these gifts, as well as us,
so when we have feasted,
we will look at the world  
with its injustices, oppressions, wars, and fears,
saying, “Take these things out of here!
Stop making God’s creation a house of horrors!”

And when the sun has finished its course,
when the moon and stars shine no more,
we will be given the words from Your mouth
so we can sing from the deeps of our hearts to You.
God in Community, Holy in One,
we tell of your glory from day to day,
even as we pray as Jesus has taught us, saying,

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our heavenly Parent, hallowed is Your name.
Your Kin-dom is come. Your will is done,
as in heaven so also on earth.
Give us the bread for our daily need.
And leave us serene,
just as we also allowed others serenity.
And do not pass us through trial,
except separate us from the evil one.
For Yours is the Kin-dom,
the Power and the Glory
To the end of the universe, of all the universes. Amen!

Adapted from lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com by © Thom Shuman; 
& LORD’s Prayer from Matthew 6:9-13 in “Netzari Emunah Siddur” by Rav Yaakov Bar Yosef

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2018/02/liturgy-wcommunion-for-march-4-2018.html 
http://www.lulu.com/shop/rav-yaakov-bar-yosef/netzari-emunah-siddur/paperback/product-22434851.html

BREAKING THE BREAD

GIVING THE CUP AND THE BREAD
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMUNION Rev. Doris K. Dalton,  
 MLK, Jr. Institute for Nonviolence

Friends, we invite you to receive this dairy-, egg-, gluten-, soy-free bread and this 
unfermented grape juice. Communion elements will be shared at the round tables. For 
those who are seated in the bleachers, follow an usher to a communion server to be 
served. Ushers will assist those who have difficulty moving to the stations. 

COMMUNION HYMNS

“Renew Me”  Words and Music by: M. Munizzi © 2005 Martha Munizzi Music, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

“This Thread I Weave” Words and Music by: S. Murray.  © Words: 1992 Hope Publishing Company; Music: 1985, 1998 MUSIKLUS
 Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

“Grace Alone” Words and Music by: Martin Nystrom  © Martin Nystrom 2003, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

“Grace Greater than Our Sin” Words and Music by: J. Johnston. Public Domain. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. 
Lord, you now have set your servants free to go in peace as you have promised. For 
these eyes of ours have seen the Savior whom you have prepared for all the world to 
see! Blessing and honor and glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

 
“A Contemporary Service of Holy Communion” Copyright © 2007 Discipleship Ministries, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203-0003.  

Worship website: www.umcworship.org. Used by permission.

VISUAL REFLECTION

 “Visions and Dreams”

The Rev. Albert C. Outler preaches during the April 23, 1968, uniting service of the 
Uniting Conference, in Dallas, Texas. Outler, a renowned professor at Perkins School of 
Theology, spoke just before the official creation of The United Methodist Church from 
union of the Methodist Church and Evangelical United Brethren Church. 

Excerpt of the Rev. Albert C. Outler’s preaching on April 23, 1968, during the uniting service of the Uniting Conference. 
https://youtu.be/Z-6-CMmk1Wc

SENDING FORTH

*BENEDICTION Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

This is the day of endless possibilities.
This is the day; the path lies before you.
This is the day to go and be a blessing as you have been blessed.
Beloved, this is the day. 
Amen.
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*RECESSIONAL HYMNS
“This Is The Day” 

This is the day  
This is the day  
That the Lord hath made  
That the Lord hath made  
We will rejoice  
We will rejoice  
And be glad in it  
And be glad in it  
This is the day  
That the Lord hath made  
We will rejoice and be glad in it  
This is the day  
This is the day  
That the Lord hath made 

Words & Music by Les Garrett, All Rights Reserved, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467 

“Go Walk With God”
Go walk with God in all you do,
And may God’s love bring joy to you.
May gifts of peace fill all your days,
And may God’s truth guide you always.

O may the grace of Christ our Lord,
The wondrous love that comes from God,
The Spirit’s fellowship now be
God’s gifts to you eternally.
We thank you, Lord, for life to share
Through learning, serving, praise and prayer.
And when we say good-bye to friends,
We thank you, Lord: Love never ends.

 Words & Music by: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette © 2004 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.

POSTLUDE “Color Esperanza” D. Torres
 Conference Music Team
 2:45 p.m. Break

 3:00 p.m. Calling the 219th Session to Order — Arena Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

  Singing “And Are We Yet Alive”
  Prayers for the 219th Session of Annual Conference
  Greetings/Introductions Mr. Stephen J. Allen, Sessions Chair
  Organizational Resolutions Ms. Margaret Howe, Conference Secretary
  Conference Rules Committee Rev. Gennifer Brooks, Chair
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  Voting Procedure for General Conference Elections
  Voting on Constitutional Amendment
  Nominations for Conference Trustees   Rev. David Henry, Nominations Chair
  Report of the Conference Lay Leader Ms. Roena Littlejohn
  Report of the Cabinet Rev. Denise Smartt Sears, Dean of the Cabinet

 4:50 p.m. Grace

 5:00 p.m. CONFERENCE DINNER AND FELLOWSHIP   Hofstra Fitness Center
  Legislative Section Leaders — Hofstra Fitness Center

 7:00 p.m. Clergy Session — Adams Playhouse Theater  
(On the other side of campus, across Hempstead Tpke. Buses are available 
to take you there, or take the bus to the Student Center, walk across the 
pedestrian fly-over bridge, walk outside, take a right then the second left 
into the courtyard. The Adams Playhouse will be directly in front of you 
across the courtyard. Please see the campus map in your check-in bag, or 
at the Hospitality Desk in the arena lobby.)

  Laity Session  — Arena

 9:00 p.m. Healing & Anointing Service — Arena

Healing &
Anointing Service

PATHWAYS & POSSIBILITIES

TRANSFORMING THE WORLD

GATHERING MUSIC Conference Music Team

CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Sandy Mantz, UMC of Waterbury, CT

O God, you are the Giver of wholeness and salvation,
We give thanks for the gift of your healing presence –
in the oil that anoints, the hands that touch, the hearts and voices that pray, 
in your Holy Spirit that blesses with repentance and peace,  
which passes all understanding. 
As generations of your disciples have anointed and prayed for the sick,
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, so that those who receive may be made whole.
We give all honor and glory, praise and thanksgiving to you, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Adapted from Book of Worship p. 620

SCRIPTURE READING  James 5:14-17 (The Message)
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INVITATION TO PRAYER GROUND

INVITATION TO ANOINTING

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

God of Healing, God of hope, God who works with us and within us; we thank you for 
your gift of wholeness, even when we are at our most broken. Bless the anointing of our 
bodies as you continue to anoint our souls. Be with us as we choose to stay or choose to go. 
Guide our journey this day and always. Amen.

ANOINTING OF PRAYER TEAMS  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

The prayer teams will be stationed around the arena.  Come as the Spirit guides you to receive 
anointing and prayer.  You may leave the worship area at any time.

HYMN 
“Anointing Fall on Me” 

Words and Music by: Donn Thomas © 1992 New Spring, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

ADMINISTRATION OF THE OIL/PRAYERS FOR HEALING WITH ANOINTING

HYMNS/SONGS DURING ANOINTING AND PRAYER TIME

“Great is thy Faithfulness” 
 Words and Music by: Thomas O. Chisholm & William Runyan © Hope Publishing Company, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

“Gracefully Broken”  Words and Music by: Debbie Friedman © Tasha Cobbs Music Group, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

“Into My Heart”  Words and Music by: Jonathan Butler © Hope Publishing Company, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

“What A Beautiful Name it Is”  Words and Music by: Daniel Towner & Julia Johnston, Public Domain

“More, More, More”  Words & Music by: Fred Hammond, Noel Hall © 2000 Bridge Building Music, Inc., Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

There is no formal benediction for this service.
You are invited to depart quietly after you have been anointed.

FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2018
 6:00 a.m. Blueprint for Wellness Screening — Student Center Room 143
 6:15 a.m. Morning Worship Class of 2018 Commissioners  Student Center Greenhouse

 7:00 a.m. CONFERENCE BREAKFAST AND FELLOWSHIP 
   Student Center Dining Hall 

Fellowship of Local Pastors & Associate Members — 
 Student Center Room 145

  Mission Ministries — Student Center Plaza Room West



15

  Town and Country — Student Center Multipurpose Room West
  Women in Ministry — Student Center Multipurpose Room East
 8:30 a.m. Opening Prayer led by NYAC District Superintendents — Arena

VIDEO CLIP 

“Good Morning, Good Morning to You!” from Singing in the Rain 
Kelly, Gene and Stanley Doran. “Singing in the Rain.” CVLI #504112212

Rev. Denise Smartt Sears: Good morning! Good morning! Good morning to you!

Superintendents: Good morning! Good morning! Good morning to you!

All: Good morning! Good morning! Good morning to you!

Rev. Tim Riss:  We hope you’ve had a good night of rest. We pray you got some sleep, or 
if you stayed up all night talking like the characters in the scene from the movie, Singing 
in the Rain, we pray that you’re as energized, excited, and upbeat as they were!

Rev. Sungchan Kim: Let’s take a moment to look around this morning. Look at the people 
near you. Look across the room at those seated far away. 

Rev. Julia Yeon-Hee Yim: Look for familiar faces of people you know well or have met at 
past annual conference and other events. Look for people whom you don’t know and are 
seeing for the first time.

Rev. Alpher Sylvester: Try to make eye contact with one another – familiar faces. New 
faces. Friends. Strangers.

Rev. Betsy Ott: And now say, “good morning” to the people you see – near and far. 
Known and unknown. 

Rev. Denise Smartt Sears: 
Let us pray together:  

Loving God of all creation, here we are this morning, gathered together in this place 
to find your light and your direction as we do your work. Help us to see one another 
as beloved friends who together are traveling the faith pathway where you lead us. 
Let us reconnect with old friends while we are here and strengthen the bonds of our 
relationships.  Let us make new friends and develop new connections that will grow 
and strengthen in the years to come. Unite us as one people, joined in one spirit, 
empowered by your Spirit, sharing one truth who is Jesus Christ, celebrating one 
love for you and offering one love to our neighbors throughout the world. Let our 
mission be to change lives with the good news, develop disciples, and transform the 
world according to your plans for us and for all creation. And Lord, let us never 
forget to smile, to have fun, to sing and dance with joy, to celebrate your presence 
with us and keep in our hearts an optimism that with you each day brings new 
possibilities – good morning! Amen.

l
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HYMN
“God Has Made Me Glad” 

Words & Music by: Leona Von Brethorst  © 1976 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing 
Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

Superintendents (shout):  GOOD MORNING!

ALL (shout):  GOOD MORNING TO YOU!!! AMEN!!

 8:45 a.m. State of the Church Episcopal Address: Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton — Arena
   
 10:00 a.m. Service of Legacy, Remembrance, and Truth — Arena
  Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, Preaching

Service of Legacy, 
Remembrance, 

and Truth

PATHWAYS & POSSIBILITIES

TRANSFORMING THE WORLD

GATHERING MUSIC  Conference Music Team

PRELUDE “I Asked the Lord” J. Duncan
  Conference Music Team

DRAMATIC PIECE “The Justification” 
Mr. Fredrick Brewington, Westbury UMC and 

Rev. Douglas Cunningham, Bronx: New Day UMC

WELCOME  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

GATHERING WORDS Revelation 21:1-5 Ms. Rynn Naylor, Woodbury UMC
Rev. Cedric R. Johnson, Ossining UMC

The One: I looked again and could hardly believe my eyes. Everything above me was 
new. Everything below me was new. Everything around me was new because the heaven 
and earth that had been passed away, and the sea was gone, completely. And I saw the 
holy city, the new Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride 
on her wedding day, adorned for her husband and for God’s eyes only. And I heard a great 
voice, coming from the throne.

The Voice: See, the home of God is with God’s people. 
God will live among them; 
they will be God’s people, 
and God will be with them. 
The prophecies are fulfilled: 
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God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning no more, crying no more, pain no more, 
for the first things have gone away.

The One: And the One who sat on the throne announced to God’s creation,

The Voice: See, I am making all things new! Write what you hear and see, for these words 
are faithful and true.

Revelation 21:1-5, The Voice, Adapted

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Michael Cobb, Yorktown UMC

There are many who have walked the path toward God before us, showing us the way 
with their lives.
We come together to give thanks for them.
As they were called, so are we called to live as Jesus did, answering the call of God 
saying, “Here I am! Send me.”
We come to ask for guidance and courage.
We are, each of us, like those who have gone before us, a strange mixture of saint and 
sinner. God accepts us that way and fills us with the Spirit, who empowers us to act.
We come to worship the Living God.

*HYMN
 “For All the Saints”

Words & Music by William Walsham How. Public Domain

*PRAYER  Rev. Sandy Mantz, UMC of Waterbury, CT

God of all life, you formed us in your own image and gave us breath. When we 
disobeyed your will for us, you gave us Jesus Christ, who lived and died for us, and 
gave us the promise of life everlasting. We praise and thank you, our God, for the 
lives of our saints. We thank you for the time they spent with us, their influences 
on our lives, for the joyful times when we laughed and for the times of pain and 
sorrow when we cried together. Most of all we thank you for the love we shared 
and for the gift they were for all our lives. We praise you for the lives they lived as 
your children, for their faith in you that carried them and so many through times of 
distress and trouble. Thank you for fulfilling in them the promise of your love. Help 
us to remember that love as we celebrate their new lives in Christ. Amen.

  Adapted from Praise the Lord by Gennifer Benjamin Brooks.

LITURGY OF WORD

A READING FROM THE PROPHETS 
 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-11

Rev. Martha E. Vink, NOW Cooperative Parish
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A READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 Acts 4:32-35
 Rev. Seung Kwon (Joseph) Yang, Kensington & Newington UMCs

SERMON “Where Do We Go From Here: Community or Chaos?”  
  Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, 
  Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR THE CENTRAL 
JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Fifty years ago, when the United Methodist Church emerged from the fusion of the 
Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren, the Central Jurisdiction of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church was dissolved. Left behind in an era of segregation, 
people of African descent still faced struggles and challenges. They participated in a 
denomination which claimed them as members of the body of Christ, but nevertheless did 
not embrace them as full sisters and brothers. However, these struggles and challenges 
are important reminders of the mountains we have removed and the rivers we have 
crossed on the journey to full acceptance by the variety of people demonstrated in God’s 
creation. We should not forget these challenges and struggles, lest at our own peril, we 
repeat them, and suffer yet again.

LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR THE CENTRAL JURISDICTION OF  
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Left side: We remember this day a time when our Africa-descended sisters and brothers 
were rejected and despised within our denomination.

Right side: We recall welcoming them to worship while at the same time segregating them 
in worship.

Left side: We remember the experience of rejection and segregation felt by our brother 
Richard Allen and his peers.

Right side: We recall following the ways of the culture which would oppress rather than 
free, ignoring the commands of the God we claim to worship.

Left side: We remember the experience of being restrained and confined to the Central 
Jurisdiction.

Right side: We recall creating a church in our image under conditions that separated the 
family of God into more and less worthy.

Left side: We remember a welcome that reflected human values, while we anticipated 
living into God’s radical hospitality.

Right side: We recall not opening ourselves to other ways of worship, seeking instead to 
impose our ways of worship.
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Left side: We remember the awkwardness of not fitting in. We remember integrating and 
losing ourselves to a merger where our leadership was dismantled and the promise of 
integration with equality was less than equitable.

Right side: But thanks be to God who opens up our understanding and in love, reveals 
our limitations.

Left side: Thanks be to God for the courage and strength to endure through hatred and 
hardship.

Right side: Thanks be to God for those who led the way to integration, rejecting the 
culture and affirming the justice of God.

Left side: Thanks be to God for faith in God’s Word and confidence in God’s Promise.
Right side: For a promise yet to be fulfilled, a Kin-dom yet to be fully realized.
Left side: Thanks be to God for the vision of a beloved community, where we all hope to live.
All: A community where God reigns, where all worship, and justice and peace exist 

together.

LITURGY OF REMEMBRANCE

*HYMN OF REMEMBRANCE
“For All The Saints”

Words & Music by: William Walsham How, Public Domain

CALL TO REMEMBRANCE  Ms. Margaret Howe, Conference Secretary
Do not hurry as you walk with grief; 

 it does not help the journey. 
 Walk slowly, pausing often. 
 Do not hurry as you walk with grief. 
 Be not disturbed by memories that come unbidden. 
 Swiftly forgive, and let Christ speak for you unspoken words. 
 Unfinished conversation will be resolved in Him. 
 Be not disturbed. 
 Be gentle with the one who walks with grief. 
 If it is you, be gentle with yourself. 
 Swiftly forgive; walk slowly, pausing often. 
 Take time; be gentle as you walk with grief.

from Common Prayer Pocket Edition by George MacDonald.

Today we gather to remember those who have finished their race and to praise God for the time 
they walked with us. May we hold them in our hearts as we join in a Litany of Remembrance.

LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE  Ms. Jaewon Kim, Drew UMC  
 Rev. Ximena Varas, New Haven: St. Andrew’s UMC

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, we remember and cherish those, who even a 
short time ago, lived and worked with us for the sake of your kingdom.
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We rejoice in their witness and their faithfulness.

God of yesterday and today, we are conscious of the legacy of faith and hopefulness that these, 
your servants, have left behind.  May our work be a witness to the faithfulness of their labors, 
and the hopefulness that existed in their hearts.

We celebrate their love that lives within us.

God of all our tomorrows, we celebrate their entry into the heavenly host, and we offer with 
great joy our praise and thanksgiving for their continued presence in our lives.

We offer praise for the promise of life hereafter!

God of all who was, we honor you for the lives and ministries of those who, for a time, lived 
and worked among us to further your kingdom on earth. 

We rejoice in their witness and their faithfulness.

God of all who is, we praise you for their gifts that live on in our hearts, for all they shared with 
us, and for the pieces of them that we carry forward. 

We celebrate their love that lives within us.

God of all who is to come, we thank you for your promise that, when our time on earth is over, 
we will join them again, united forever in love by your eternal Spirit.

We offer praise for the promise of life hereafter!

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE

Let us remember those who in this last year have completed their earthly journey and arrived at 
their eternal home.  
(As each name is read you are invited to rise in body or in spirit if you have walked for a time 
with the individual being memorialized. Please remain silent until the Act of Remembrance is 
completed.)

MUSIC MINISTRY  “Very Truly”
“Very Truly,” Composed by Kathryn Dickinson, Arranged by Luis Gutierrez, Text: Gospel of John

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                            Rev. Martha E Vink, NOW Cooperative Parish
Rev. Ximena Varas, New Haven: St. Andrew’s UMC

Gracious and loving God, with gratitude for the gift of eternal life and the lives of those 
who have gone before us, we offer our prayers to you.

For those who have gone before us who have inspired us 
and guided us in our journey of faith,
loving God, we thank you.
For those among us today who challenge us and open us to new possibilities,
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loving God, grant your resilience.
For those who are tired and cannot see the possibilities you have laid down for them,
loving God, we ask for strength.
For the times we don’t see or react to the injustice around us,
loving God, we ask for forgiveness.
For the times we, your Church, do not listen to the promptings of the Spirit 
and keep our hearts closed,
loving God, shake us up!
For those who are broken or hurting in body, mind, or spirit, especially those whom we 
name now, we lift our prayers: 

(Call out the name/s or pray in silence)
loving God, we ask for healing.
For those who are in a position of power: our church leaders, our denominational leaders, 
our community leaders, our country’s leaders,
loving God, grant them wisdom to use their power for the good of your creation.
For those whom we don’t see, the ones at the margins: the poor, the addicts, the sex 
workers, the abused, the neglected, the rejected, the victimized, the undocumented 
immigrants, the ones who need to be reintegrated in our society, the ones without voice,
loving God, give them Grace, and help us to see them with your eyes.

We lift these prayers and all the prayers of our hearts as we say together:

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen.

A version of The Lord’s Prayer from The New Zealand Prayer Book
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We Remember
  Clergy 
 
  Wesley H. Allen

Sung Nam Kim
David Arthur Stevens
Reuben Gums
Robert W. Howard
John C. Raines
Albert R. Miller
J. Philip Gehres
Clifton E. Gatewood
Robert E. Hullstrung
Virginia H. Wilcox
Henry H. Hobbs
Edwin S. Gault
Karen Engelman
James Speights Jr.
Philip A. C. Clarke
Birchfield C. Aymer
Beryl J. Salmon
Norma A. Rust

Spouses of 
Clergy 

Laura Leigh Davidson
Roxana O. Yeun
Genell Y. Poitras
Byung Mo Kim 
Chad Currie
Joung Ki Lee
David T. Marks
Margaret Mech
Athena M. Hagerty
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Widows and 
Widowers of 
Clergy 

Sarah Haruyama
Linda Turner Dash
Gerry Gehres
Adelia Riley
Nancy F. Young
Nancy Rivenburgh
Maggie Dunston Kiah
Faith N. Wynne
Muriel Halstead
Dorothy B. Brown
Connie M. Sartorio

Children of 
Clergy 

Yshanda Chermain
Faith Springer

Camille A. Shand
Jonathan J. C. Bortin
Daniel Davison

Laity
Warren G. Whitlock

As in baptism they put on Christ,  
So in Christ may they be clothed in glory.

  

And Give Thanks
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DANCE OF REMEMBRANCE “Coming Home”  by John Legend
Spirit Builders, NYAC Praise Dance Team

Melvin Blak, Choreography

SENDING FORTH

COMMISSIONING  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

By God’s grace we have survived the challenges of racism which caused us to be 
separated in form and structure, but not within the heart of God. We therefore go forward 
from this place with the promise of reconciliation with each other and with God. There 
is work that we must do separately and together to accomplish the promised beloved 
community, and to work for the establishment of God’s kin-dom. And so we are sent out:

to acknowledge the dignity and relevance of each other under the sovereignty of God,

to do at least one single act every day that intentionally recognizes these special qualities 
in every human being,

to pray for the kin-dom that is at hand and not yet fully here,
to love each other as God loves us.

We receive this commission and fully commit to carrying it out in the world in which we 
live, thereby transforming the world into a beloved community.

*BENEDICTION  Bishop LaTrelle Easterling

Let us go in peace remembering those who have been part of our journey of faith. 
Let us go in hopeful expectation for the new possibilities God has for us. Let us go 
with joy in our hearts, with the conviction that God goes with us. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
“I’ll Fly Away”

Words & Music by: Albert E. Brumley © 1932 Hartford Music Company, Reprinted under CCLI #11167467

POSTLUDE “Yes God Is Real”  K. Morris
Conference Music Team

 11:45 a.m. Announcements Conference Secretary Margaret Howe 
Grace

 12:00 noon CONFERENCE LUNCHEON AND FELLOWSHIP 
 Student Center Dining Hall

  Drew Theological Alumni — Student Center Multipurpose Room East 
Korean Council — Student Center Multipurpose Room West

  Laity Excellence Group — Hofstra USA
  New York Theological Alumni — Student Center Room 145
  Retired Clergy and Spouses Fellowship — Student Center Greenhouse
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  Union Theological Alumni — Student Center Plaza Room East
  Yale Divinity Alumni — Student Center Plaza Room West

 1:30 p.m. Black College Report & Offering: Ms. Veronica Darby 
  Make checks to ‘NYAC,’ Memo: Black College Fund

This afternoon’s offering supports the Black College Fund.  In 1972 General Conference 
established the Black College Fund apportionment.  Today, The United Methodist Church 
supports 11 historically Black colleges and universities, more than any other religious 
denomination.

We extend a warm welcome to the Black College Fund Student Ambassador, Jacob Cogman, 
and thank him for joining us today. 

  Missions Report Rev. Tom Vencuss and Rev. Glorymar Rivera 

  Reading of New Appointments, Catskill Hudson District Rev. Timothy Riss

  Report of Board of Pensions and Health Benefits Mr. Jefferson Boyce

  Report of Conference Council on Finance and Administration Mr. Jerry Eyster

  Reading of New Appointments, Long Island East District 
   Rev. Julia Yeon-Hee Yim
 2:45 p.m. Dismissed to move to legislative section locations

 3:00 p.m. Legislative Sections 
  Section 1  Ministries of Witness — Student Center Theater
  Section 2  Connectional Ministries & Ministries of Nurture — Cultural 

Center Theater
  Section 3  Ministries of Advocacy — Student Center Multipurpose Room
  Section 4  Leadership/Commissioning — Student Center Plaza Rooms (All)
  Section 5  Clergy Care & Conference Finance — Arena
  Section 6  Administration — Hofstra USA

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER BEFORE LEGISLATIVE SECTIONS 
Philippians 2:1-11 (CEB)

Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort in love, any common sharing 
in the Spirit, any sympathy, complete my joy by thinking the same way, having the same love, 
being united, and agreeing with each other. Don’t do anything for selfish purposes but with 
humility think of others as better than yourselves. Instead of each person watching out for 
their own good, watch out for what is better for others. Adopt the attitude that was in Christ 
Jesus: Though he was in the form of God he did not consider being equal with God something 
to exploit. But he emptied himself by taking the form of a slave and by becoming like human 
beings. When he found himself in the form of a human, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
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Therefore, God highly honored him and gave him a name above all names, so that at the name 
of Jesus everyone in heaven, on earth, and under the earth might bow and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord  to the glory of God the Father.

PRAYER 
Let us pray: 
Gracious God, we are here this afternoon to seek your will and to do your work, and so  
we ask for the presence and guidance of your Holy Spirit. Help us each to let go of our own 
understanding and to seek your perfect wisdom and plan, for every issue before us. Guide 
us to follow your Word as shared by the apostle Paul; to value others above ourselves, 
not looking to our own interests but to the interests of others. In our connection with one 
another, may we have the same mindset as Christ Jesus, who took the very nature of a 
servant. Lead us in our discussion, direct us in our voting, show us how to serve. We pray 
this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

 5:00 p.m. CONFERENCE DINNER AND FELLOWSHIP
   Student Center Dining Hall
  Asian Council — Off Campus
  Church & Society — Hofstra USA 

Wesley Fellowship — Student Center Greenhouse
  Bishop’s Dinner with Retiring Clergy and Spouses and the Class of 2018

 The Joan and Donald E. Axinn Library, 10th floor

 7:00 p.m. Reading of New Appointments, New York/Connecticut District 
 Rev. Elizabeth Ott

  Commission on Archives & History Presentation
   Rev. Alfred T. Day, III, General Secretary
  Report of Nominations Rev. David Henry
  Report of Trustees Mr. James Perkins
  Report of Chancellor Mr. Lawrence McGaughey
    

Reading of New Appointments, Long Island West District Rev. Sungchan Kim

SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2018
  6:00 a.m. Blueprint for Wellness Screening — Student Center Room 143
 6:15 a.m. Morning Worship Korean Clergy Caucus — Greenhouse
 7:00 a.m. CONFERENCE BREAKFAST AND FELLOWSHIP
   Student Center Dining Hall
  Connecticut District — Student Center Multipurpose Room East
  Fellowship of Deacons, Diaconal Ministers, Deaconesses and Home 

Missioners — Student Center Room 145
 8:30 a.m. Opening Prayer: Prayers of the People — Arena
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Opening Prayer
Saturday Morning

PATHWAYS & POSSIBILITIES

TRANSFORMING THE WORLD

*GATHERING AND CENTERING HYMNS

“Come and Find the Quiet Center” Words by: Shirley Erena Murray and Music attributed to B. F. White  
  © Hope Publishing Company, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

“Give Me a Clean Heart” Words & Music by: Margaret P. Douroux  
  © 1970 Douroux, Margaret Pleasant, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

“I Love the Lord” Words & Music by: John Bell © 2011, Iona Community; GIA Publications, Inc., Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

GREETING Rev. Laurel Scott, Newman Memorial UMC

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Prayer Team

(The prayers of the people were collected Friday evening and woven into this inclusive prayer.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING HYMN
“I’ve Got Peace Like a River”

Words & Music: African American Spiritual. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

 8:45 a.m. Reading of New Appointments, Metropolitan District
   Rev. Denise Smartt Sears
  Awards & Scholarships Presentations — Arena

  100% Africa University
  New York Education Society, Conference Merit Award,  

Gloster Current Scholarship, Francis Asbury Rev. Sandy Mantz
  Rev. Dr. William M. James Family Fund Scholarship
 Ms. Jade Sharp-James
  UM City Society Urban Ministries Scholarship Ms. Mary Ellen Kris
  Rev. Keith Muhleman Ministry Grants 

 Ms. Ellen Knudsen, Exec Dir, UM Frontier Foundation
  Shirley Parris Award Ms. Roena Littlejohn

 9:45 a.m. Break

 10:00 a.m. A Service of Commissioning and Celebration — Arena
  Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, preaching  

Offering: Puerto Rico Response  
Make checks payable: NYAC      Memo: Puerto Rico Response 
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Service of 
Commissioning
and Celebration

PATHWAYS & POSSIBILITIES

TRANSFORMING THE WORLD

GATHERING

GATHERING MUSIC Conference Music Team

PRELUDE  “Lord I’m Available to You”  M. Brunson 
  Conference Music Team

*PROCESSIONAL HYMNS

“Christ for the World We Sing”
Christ for the world we sing; 
the world to Christ we bring 
with loving zeal;
the poor and them that mourn, 
the faint and overborne, 
sin-sick and sorrow-worn, 
for Christ doth heal. 

Christ for the world we sing; 
the world to Christ we bring 
with fervent pray’r; 
the wayward and the lost, 
by restless passions tossed, 
redeemed at countless cost 
from dark despair. 

Christ for the world we sing; 
the world to Christ we bring 
with one accord;
with us the work to share, 
with us reproach to dare, 
with us the cross to bear, 
for Christ our Lord. 
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Christ for the world we sing; 
the world to Christ we bring 
with joyful song;
the newborn souls whose days, 
reclaimed from error’s ways,
inspired with hope and praise, 
to Christ belong.

Words & Music Samuel Wolcott. Public Domain.

“This Is a Day of New Beginnings”
This is a day of new beginnings,
time to remember, and move on,
time to believe what love is bringing,
laying to rest the pain that’s gone.

For by the life and death of Jesus,
love’s mighty Spirit, now as then,
can make for us a world of difference
as faith and hope are born again.

Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring,
step from the past, and leave behind
our disappointment, guilt and grieving,
seeking new paths, and sure to find.

Christ is alive, and goes before us
to show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings;
our God is making all things new.

Words: Brian Wren and Music: Carlton R. Young © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Voice 1: God of empty tombs and risen lords,
Voice 2: God of stones that have rolled,
Voice 3: God of resurrection,

Voice 1: for some it is easy to believe,
Voice 2: for others it is pure foolishness,
Voice 3: but for most
3 Voices: we wonder
All:  we wonder what might be possible.

Voice 1: God, if love is the greatest power in the universe
3 Voices: we wonder
All:  what might be possible.
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Voice 2: If love chooses to carry on loving
Voice 3: even those who try and kill it
All:  what might be possible.

Voice 1: And if love decides to give of itself
Voice 2: for the sake of others
All:  what might be possible.

3 Voices: so in our wonder
and our longing for such a love as this

Voice 3: Love that changes things
Voice 1: may we dare to believe
Voice 2: in what seems impossible
Voice 1: and dare to live 
Voice 2: impossible lives
Voice 3: that hope beyond death but believe in life before death.

3 Voices: May we live this kind of love
Voice 1: that dares to work for justice and the fullness of life for everyone
Voice 2: dares to work for peace and the fullness of peace for everyone
Voice 3: because we believe in love
3 Voices: which has become the most powerful thing in the universe because it 

gives of itself.

All: God, may we make time in this season of renewal and life to wonder 
what love might make possible in us. Amen.

Prayer adapted from Rev. Roddy Hamilton, New Kilpatrick Parish Church, Scotland.

INTRODUCTION OF THE COMMISSIONING SERVICE

Today we set aside a special time as part of the 219th Session of the New York Annual 
Conference to praise God and give thanks for continuously calling among us servant leaders for 
the mission and ministries of the Church of Jesus Christ for the redemption and transformation 
of the world.

THE ORDER OF COMMISSIONING FOR THE OFFICE OF DEACONESS

INTRODUCTION AND PRESENTATION OF THE NEWLY CONSECRATED 
DEACONESS

Deaconess Sung-ok Lee, Assistant General Secretary, United Methodist Women

As her name is called, the deaconess to be commissioned comes forward and faces the bishop.

Debra DeMerritt, Memorial UMC, White Plains
Senior Social Caseworker, Adult Protective Services Unit, Westchester County Dept. of  
Social Services
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CONFIRMATION OF THE COMMITMENT AND COMMISSIONING

The bishop addresses the deaconess to be commissioned:

Friends in Christ, we rejoice that you have responded to God’s call and are consecrated to 
servant ministry as a deaconess of The United Methodist Church. In your ministry you continue 
a tradition of service that is as vital today as it was in 1888 when the Office of Deaconess was 
first authorized in the Methodist tradition.

The call of God is always profound, and our response can be no less extraordinary. In the varied 
ministries of love, justice, and service to which the Holy Spirit is leading you, you will testify 
to the infinite love of God in Christ Jesus. Such a life-time vocation confers a great privilege; it 
also lays upon you solemn responsibility.

In your consecration you publicly declared your commitment:

to engage in this lifelong work of love, justice, and service and to assume its 
responsibilities led by the Spirit of God.

to be diligent in prayer, in the reading of the Holy Scriptures, in mutual relationship with 
the communities you serve, and in all other means of grace available to you.

to earnestly seek to carry forward your ministry call in sincerity and in love under the 
direction of the Church.

to accept responsibility for participation in the mutually supportive Deaconess and Home 
Missioner covenant community, and for a lifetime of loving and supporting your sisters 
and brothers as part of the world diaconate.

Do you now affirm these commitments publicly in the presence of this assembly?
I do so publicly affirm these declarations, with God being my helper.

Today, we send you forth with our blessings and support.

Debra kneels. Designated representatives from the community assist the bishop in the laying on 
of hands.

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the 
laying on of hands as Debra is commissioned.

Debra, I commission you to the appointed ministry of senior social caseworker on behalf of The 
United Methodist Church.

Amen.

Let us pray.

Most Gracious God, source of all mercies, anoint your servant, Debra, with your Holy Spirit, 
enrich her with your grace, and strengthen her for the tasks which lie ahead. May her labors 
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glorify your holy name, as she enters daily work in ministries of love, justice and service on 
behalf of The United Methodist Church. Through your Son Jesus Christ we pray.

Amen.

The Bishop addresses the congregation: 

To the church gathered here and around the world, I present our new deaconess, consecrated 
and commissioned to a lifetime of Christ-like service under the authority of the Church.

Thanks be to God! Amen!

SUNG RESPONSE

“We Are Called” (verse 1 and refrain)  Words & Music by David Haas © 1988, GIA Publications, Inc.  
 Text: © 1988, GIA Publications, Inc. OneLicense.net # E-80321

PRESENTATION OF LICENSE TO LOCAL PASTORS
A licensed local pastor is one who has answered the call to serve the mission of Jesus Christ through 
the work of a local congregation in The United Methodist Church. Local pastors are clergy members 
of the annual conference in which they are appointed. A licensed local pastor is not ordained in The 
United Methodist Church but is licensed for pastoral ministry.  A local pastor has the authority of a 
pastor only within the setting and during the time of the appointment.  In this setting and for that time, 
a local pastor performs all the duties of a pastor, including proclamation of the Word of God, leading 
in worship and liturgy, performing the sacraments of baptism and holy communion, the services of 
marriage (where states allow), burial, confirmation, and membership reception.

Rev. Eileen Daunt, Registrar for Local Pastors, says: 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, we present to you:

Angel A. Abakah
Denise Allen

Oliverio Barrera
John Blossom

Kenneth Bohler
Jacqueline Carter

Sejin Cha
Rebekah Forni

Adeline Hazzard
Dorlimar Lebrón Malavé

Sharon Pizzo
Jerri Schwarz

Andrea P. Smith
Heidi Thomas

John Wood
to be licensed as a local pastor.
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Bishop to congregation: 
Licensed local pastors are those who have answered the call from God to serve the mission of 
Jesus Christ through the work of the local congregation in The United Methodist Church.

While appointed to a particular charge, they shall perform all the duties of a pastor, including 
proclamation of the Word of God, leading in worship and liturgy, performing the sacraments of 
baptism and holy communion, the services of marriage, burial, confirmation, and membership 
reception within the setting to which they are appointed and during the time of the appointment.

These persons have completed the requirements for the license as local pastor and are 
recommended by the District Committee on Ordained Ministry. We have inquired diligently 
concerning them and have found them to be fit for this sacred vocation.

Family members and friends of the candidates are invited to stand where they are. 

The Bishop addresses the local pastors: 
Do you believe you are moved by the Holy Spirit to serve as a local pastor? 
Candidates: I do.

Will you strive to live a life in keeping with what you preach? 
Candidates: I will.

You are hereby authorized to serve as local pastor in the congregation to which you are 
appointed. Take care that you perform these duties faithfully as much as you are able, the Lord 
being your helper.

Let us pray together: 
Almighty God, whose Word is truth, in keeping of which is eternal life: We thank you for 
your servants, whom you set aside in your name as local pastors. Prepare them in body, 
mind, and spirit for this task, and continue them in your grace, that they may increase and 
bless your Church through their labors; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Bishop to congregation:  With great joy and holy expectation, I present to you these newly 
licensed local pastors.  Please receive them with thanksgiving.

The District Superintendent of the Licensed Local Pastor places the scapular on each Local Pastor.

SUNG RESPONSE

“We Are Called” (verse 2 and refrain)  Words & Music by David Haas © 1988, GIA Publications, Inc.  
 Text: © 1988, GIA Publications, Inc. OneLicense.net # E-80321

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE COMMISSIONED

Ms. Roena Littlejohn, Conference Lay Leader: 
On behalf of the laity of local congregations who have examined and approved these 
candidates,
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Rev. Lydia Lebron-Rivera, Chair of the New York Annual Conference Board of Ordained Ministry: 
and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual conference, which has 
recommended these persons, and this annual conference, which has approved them,

Ms. Littlejohn and Rev. Lebron-Rivera:
We present these persons for commissioning as provisional members:

Rev. Iwy Patel-Yatri, the Registrar of Commissioning, reads the names of the candidates:

(Jon) Michael Cobb
Jacob Hanbin Eun

Akio Iyoda
Jane H. Kim

Samuel Jaesam Lee
Hyoungkyu Park

A. Jordan Scruggs
Claire Hojung Wu

Seung Kwon (Joseph) Yang

These persons are by God’s grace to be commissioned to ministry in Christ’s holy church.  
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them have discerned that they are persons of 
sound learning and of Christian character, and possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, and 
have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.

Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God. We ask you, people of God, to 
declare your assent to the commissioning of these persons.  
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be commissioned?

We do! Thanks be to God!

Will you uphold them in their ministry?

With God’s help, we will!

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION

The candidates for commissioning remain standing. The bishop examines them. 
My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to a commissioned ministry. The church 
now confirms your calling.

As commissioned ministers, you are to be co-workers with the laity, bishops, deacons, diaconal 
ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, commissioned ministers, associate members, local 
pastors, and elders.

Remember that you are called to serve, rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the 
church and no other, to look after the concerns of God above all.
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So that we may know that you believe yourselves to be called by God and that you profess the 
Christian faith, we ask you:  Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of 
ordained ministry? 
Candidates: I do so believe.

Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and confess Jesus Christ as 
your Lord and Savior? 
Candidates: I do so believe and confess.

Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things 
necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative 
standard for the church’s faith and life? 
Candidates: I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.

Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy 
Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you? 
Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ? 
Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to 
participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, 
and freedom for all people? 
Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting its order, liturgy, doctrine, and 
discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and committing 
yourself to be accountable to those serving with you, and to the bishop and those who are 
appointed to supervise your ministry? 
Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

The bishop addresses the candidates: 
May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them, that 
the work begun in you may be brought to perfection. 

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 
Candidates are seated.
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One aspect distinguishing the commissioning of provisional members from ordination of elders and 
deacons is duration.  Commissioning sends persons to a term of service, while ordination sets persons 
apart for lifelong service. The provisional period is a time of full service in which one is licensed 
for the practice of ministry and a period of formation in one’s journey toward ordination and full 
membership in the annual conference. The period of commissioned ministry is concluded when the 
person is received as a full member of the annual conference and ordained as a deacon or an elder in 
Christ’s holy church or a decision is made not to proceed toward ordination.

The laying on of hands with prayer by the bishop is an ancient and essential part of the Christian 
ordering of ministry. The Second Epistle to Timothy 1:6 (“.…rekindle the gift of God that is within 
you through the laying on of my hands”) reminds us of both the antiquity of this tactile prayer and 
the bestowal of gift in its exercise. While the act of laying on of hands occurs in several rites of the 
church (baptism, healing services, acts of blessing and commissioning), the meaning of the laying on 
of hands in commissioning of probationers and ordination is carried and communicated by the form 
of this ritual action and the context and words that accompany it. 

In commissioning, a bishop lays hands on the shoulders of the candidates as a sign of sending into 
ministry for a specified period of time. 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

EPISTLE READING Ephesians 4:1-6
  Rev. Sharon Pizzo, Center Moriches UMC

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 19:23-30 
  Rev. Akio Iyoda, Hicksville UMC

SERMON “Traveling the Road Together” 
                                        Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD

One in heart, one in mind, one in you, Holy Spirit, as you move us to pray for the church 
and the world:

That we with Peter and John and all your apostles may proclaim the gospel boldly:
Hear us, O God.

That we may offer your healing for all who are sick, and people who are torn and weary: 
Hear us, Lord.

That all who are unclean may receive your cleansing grace:
Hear us, O God.

That we may be channels of your mercy over all your works, in earth, and sky and sea: 
Hear us, Lord.

That all who this hour have been set apart for specialized ministries may lead, learn, and 
teach among us with wisdom and compassion:  
Hear us, O God.
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That many dead and left for dead may be raised, and death’s power vanquished: 
Hear us, Lord.

That all who are unclean may receive your cleansing grace:  
Hear us, Lord.

That all who are possessed, oppressed, distressed, depressed, and downcast may be set 
free at last: 
Hear us, Lord.

That all who long to know and love you may find their path to you:  
Hear us, O God.

Even so, come and fill this feast, Holy Spirit,
this day, and every day until that day
when we eat it new at the marriage supper of the Lamb
and our Easter rejoicing shall know no end.

All blessing, honor, glory and power
be yours, Holy Triune God,
now and forever.
Amen!

DANCE MINISTRY   “The Lord’s Prayer” Andrea Bocelli
 Bethel Korean United Methodist Church Praise Dancers

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS

The candidates for commissioning stand and remain standing as all are commissioned.

The bishop says to the congregation: 

By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church pledge to serve as 
Christ’s representatives in the world.

Christ gave all of us this command: “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his 
harvest.” We have asked, and the Lord has answered. These sisters and brothers know 
our Savior’s concern for God’s people, see the plentiful harvest, and are ready to respond 
generously to the Lord in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”

Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they now come to  
declare in public their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism by binding 
themselves to the service of God under the supervision of the bishop and the guidance of 
ordained colleagues and by being appointed to share as servant leaders in the body of Christ.

Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.
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THE PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS

The bishop, extending arms over all of the candidates, prays:
God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up men and women to 
be apostolic leaders in your church.

By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants, to understand and live the mystery of your love 
with boldness and joy.

Deepen their sense of purpose as they exercise commissioned ministry.

Empower them, and those who will walk with them, to guide their ministry, together with all of 
your people, to heal the sick, love the outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and give themselves 
freely for your name’s sake.

Candidates come forward as their names are called. 
Family members and friends of the candidates are invited to stand where they are for silent 
prayer during the laying on of hands of the candidate.

The bishop, laying both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate, prays:
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name.

Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to announce the reign of God, and 
to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.

After all the candidates have been commissioned by laying on of hands, the bishop addresses 
the congregation: 
With great joy and holy expectation, I present to you these newly commissioned servants. 
Please receive them with thanksgiving.  
The new provisional members are greeted during the song. 

SUNG RESPONSE
“God Who Began Good Work in You”

Words & Music by John Mohr ©1987 Birdwing Music Jonathan Mark Music, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY

GREETING Rev. M. Craig Fitzsimmons, Conference Relations Chair

Yuri M. Ando
Trumbull: Nichols, Associate; Assoc. Dir, Special Ministries for  Japanese Work; 
Westchester: Union Japanese; Family Leave; At School: Gestalt Therapy Training; East 
Hampton: First; Bellport.
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Brian R. Bodt 
At School; Yonkers: Asbury-Crestwood, Associate; Glendale; Shelton: Huntington; 
Bridgeport: Golden Hill; Exec. Dir, Council of Churches of  Greater Bridgeport; Pres. & 
CEO, The Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport; Milford: Mary Taylor Memorial.

Dorothy A. Caldwell 
At School; Bloomingburg & Bullville; Brooklyn: Sheepshead Bay; At School; Staten 
Island: Faith; Chaplain, St. Vincent’s Medical Ctr, Staten Island Region; New Paltz & 
Plutarch; New Paltz; Reservoir & Phoenicia; Monroe, NY; Cooperative Parish: Monroe, 
Central Valley & Harriman; Massapequa: Community.

James (Pat) Carlisle
Alexander City, AL: First, Associate; Dir, Continuing Edu., GA; Program Dir, Ctr. for 
Professional Development in Ministry, Lancaster, PA; Dir, Ctr. for Professional Development 
in Ministry, Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster, PA; Dir, The Ctr. for Creative 
Church Leadership; President, The Edward de Bono Graduate Institute, Lancaster PA.

Jody L. Cross-Hansen
Brooklyn: Christ; Leave of Absence; Adjunct Prof, Hofstra Univ,  Hempstead, NY; At 
School: Graduate Ctr of CUNY; Adjunct Asst. Prof, Hofstra Univ, Hempstead, NY; 
Transitional Leave.

Florence T. Eddins
New Haven: Westville; Bayville: The Village Church; Community Church of Great Neck; 
Southington: Grace; Voluntary Leave; Avon: Memorial; Personal Leave; Winsted.

Woodrow Eddins, Jr.
Rockville Centre; New Haven: Wesley; Bayville: The Village Church; South Meriden: 
Trinity; Forestville; Simsbury; Simsbury & West Granby; Simsbury.

M. Craig Fitzsimmons 
At School; Gaylordsville & Ridgefield, Associate; Ridgefield: Jesse Lee Memorial, 
Associate; Kensington; Pleasant Valley, NY; New Canaan, Associate; Waterbury; 
Pleasantville; Missouri Conf: West Park, Moberly; Dir, Wesley Foundation, Lincoln 
Univ, Columbia, MO; Adjunct Prof, Lincoln Univ, Wilkes Blvd, Columbia, MO; Clinton.

Marlene A. Francis-Jones
 Christian Education; Pastoral Asst, Brooklyn:  Newman Memorial.

Youngsook Han-Kim 
Manhattan: Metropolitan Koryo.

Huibing He
Atlanta: Chinese UMC; At School; Port Jefferson: First; Smithtown;  
Manhattan: Chinese, Associate.
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Beverly Hodges-Fairweather 
Christian Education; Christian Education, Bronx: Westchester.

Edward C. Horne 
At School; Stratford, Associate; Norwalk: East Avenue; Manhattan: St. Paul &  
St. Andrew; Port Washington; Westport.

Marion R. Hubbard 
West Redding: Long Ridge; Gaylordsville; Poughquag & Verbank; Poughquag & 
Pawling; Oceanside: First; Buchanan: Trinity-Boscobel.

Sonia A. Jermin 
Recreation Therapist, Albert Einstein College of Medicine & Dir. of Christian Education, 
Bronx: Crawford Memorial; Dir. of Christian Education/Senior Adult Ministries, Bronx: 
Crawford Memorial.

James K. Law 
Manhattan: Chinese.

John Q. LeCain 
Kerhonkson; Kripplebush & Kerhonkson.

Douglas A. McArthur
Yonkers: Church of Our Savior; Yonkers: Church of Our Savior & Mt. Vernon: Asbury; 
White Plains: Memorial, Associate; Elmont: St. John’s; Stamford: First.

Ann Morgan
Middle Village: Community; Staten Island: Bethel; Merrick.

Linda K. Nealon 
Bronx: Trinity (City Island), Associate; Tarrytown.

Steven W. Peiffer
Coeymans Hollow: Trinity & Dormansville: First; Goshen; Wallingford.

Parker Prout 
Mount Kisco.

Luonne A. Rouse 
Orangeburg Parish; Dillon Parish; Middleton-Rosemond; Columbia: Buncombe Street,  
Associate; Myrtle Beach: Joseph B. Bethea; Greenville: Disciples; Erskine Theological 
Seminary; Manhattan: Metropolitan Community; Huntington-Cold Spring Harbor; 
Baldwin: First.

Gainus Sikes 
Staten Island: Marn-Baeksung, Associate; Floral Park.
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John S. Williams
At School; Trumbull: Nichols, Associate; Huntington, NY, Associate; West Granby 
& Copper Hill; Coeymans Hollow: Trinity & Dormansville: First; Chatham & East 
Chatham; East Chatham & Rhinebeck; Rhinebeck; Rhinebeck, Elizaville & West 
Taghkanic: Ebenezer; Rhinebeck & West Taghkanic: Ebenezer; Modena: Memorial & 
Newburgh: Trinity Parish.

ORDER OF FAREWELL

Retirees: We thank you, the members and friends of the New York Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church, for the love and support you have shown us while we have 
ministered among you. We are grateful for the ways our leadership has been accepted. We ask 
forgiveness for the mistakes we have made. As we change our conference relationship to that of 
retired, we carry with us all that we have learned and shared here.

We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness and accept that you now enter into 
retirement. We express our gratitude for your faithful service among us. We ask your 
forgiveness for our mistakes. Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not leave us 
with your retirement.

Retirees: We accept your gratitude and forgiveness, and we forgive you, trusting that our time 
together and our parting are pleasing to God. We release you from turning to us and depending 
on us. We encourage your continuing ministry in the New York Annual Conference and will 
pray for you.

The Order of Farewell was adapted from “An Order of Farewell to a Pastor” 
in The United Methodist Book of  Worship (Nashville, TN: The United Methodist Publishing House, 1992) pgs. 598-599.

WORDS OF THANKS AND COMMENDATION  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

PRAYER 
Eternal God, whose steadfast love for us is from everlasting to everlasting, we give you 
thanks for cherished memories and commend one another into your care as we move in 
new directions. Keep us one in your love forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PASSING OF THE MANTLE 

A representative of the retiring class and a representative of the newly commissioned kneel. 
The bishop takes the mantle and places it on the shoulders of the representative of the retiring 
class, saying:

 In the book of Kings we read of the prophet Elijah’s ministry.
The mantle, symbolic of submission to God,
   fell upon the younger prophet, Elisha,
   and the spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha.
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The representative of the retiring class rises and places the mantle on the shoulders of the 
representative of the newly commissioned class, saying:

I transfer this mantle from our generation to the next,
   indicating thereby
that the responsibilities and dedication of our generation
   will be caught up and carried on by those who come after us,
and the spirit of today’s Elijahs will rest upon today’s Elishas.

The representative of the new class rises, turns to the retiring class, and says:
We who come after you take up the mantle which falls upon us.
May we inherit a double portion of your spirit.

The bishop responds:
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord,
beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called,
   with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
   bearing with one another in love,
   making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit
   in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all,
who is above all and through all and in all.                     (Ephesians 4:1–6)

SPECIAL MUSIC “Witness” arr. Andy Beck 
Ms. Jasmine Thomas

During the special music, those retiring will present each newly commissioned person with a 
prayer shawl crocheted by the Cold Spring UMC Prayer Shawl Group.

INVITATION TO MINISTRY/ALTAR CALL  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

OFFERING Puerto Rico Response  
  Rev. Enrique Lebron, Riverhead UMC

This morning’s offering is in support of the New York Annual Conference’s relief and 
recovery effort in Puerto Rico. Nine months after the storm, tens of thousands in 
Puerto Rico remain in need. The New York Annual Conference has a unique historical 
connection with the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico and has already provided direct 
assistance including the deployment of two recovery teams, with others to follow. We have 
also supported UMCOR efforts throughout the Caribbean. 

OFFERTORY DANCE “Something Happens/Jesus” Bishop Paul S. Morton, Sr.
 Issachar Dance Ministry,

Springfield Gardens UMC
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rev. Enrique Lebron, Riverhead UMC

SENDING FORTH

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

The bishop says:
For everything there is a season,
   a time for every matter under heaven.

So, too, there is a time for movement, new adventure,
   fields of service not yet touched.
With love, go forth in the spirit of John Wesley:
May the world be your parish.

A. Jordan Scruggs, a newly commissioned deacon:
Go into the world and respond to the love of Christ in all you do.
Live out the vision God has given you.
May God’s mercy, grace, and peace be with you.
May you be channels for God’s mercy, grace, and peace
   to the world wherever you may be!

The bishop says: Amen! Amen!

*RECESSIONAL HYMN
“Because He Lives”

Words & Music by Gloria & William Gaither © 1971 Hanna Street Music, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

POSTLUDE “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me” arr. J. Roberts
Conference Music Team

 11:45 a.m. Announcements Ms. Margaret Howe, Conference Secretary
  Grace

  12:00 p.m. CONFERENCE LUNCHEON AND FELLOWSHIP 
   Student Center Dining Hall
  Black Methodists for Church Renewal —  

 Student Center Multipurpose Room East
  Hispanic Council — Student Center Room 145

 1:30 p.m. Reading of New Appointments, Connecticut District Rev. Alpher Sylvester
  Instructions and Introductions for Workshops Rev. Matt Curry
  Legislative Section Reports Rev. Ian Straker and Rev. Margaret Laemmel

 3:15 p.m. Break and Move to Workshop Locations
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 3:30 p.m. Workshops
   Developing Mission, Vision and Core Values for the Local Church —   

 Student Center Multipurpose Room West
   Equipping Communities for Mission — Student Center Plaza Room
   Funding A Church’s Mission Today —  Student Center Greenhouse 

Joining the Sanctuary Church Movement — Hofstra USA
   Moving from Activities to Outcomes in the Local Church —  

 Student Center Theater
   Practical Ways to Share Your Faith — 

 Student Center Multipurpose Room East

 4:55 p.m. Grace

 5:00 p.m. CONFERENCE DINNER AND FELLOWSHIP
   Student Center Dining Hall
  Methodists in New Directions (MIND), Methodist Federation for Social 

Action (MFSA), and NYAC Queer Clergy Caucus — Hofstra USA

 7:00 p.m. REMAINING BUSINESS AND BALLOTING

SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2018
 7:00 a.m. CONFERENCE BREAKFAST AND FELLOWSHIP 
   Student Center Dining Hall
  Korean Pastors Serving Cross-Racial, Cross-Cultural Appointments —  

 Student Center Room 145
 8:15 a.m. Spirit Builders Dance Rehearsal — Arena
 8:45 a.m. Conference Choir Rehearsal — Arena
 9:15 a.m. Photo Session with all Ordinands — Arena Lobby Downstairs
 9:30 a.m. Procession Line-up — Arena Lobby Downstairs
 10:00 a.m. Ordination Service
  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, Preaching
  Offering:  Young Clergy Debt Assistance Program  

Make checks to ‘NYAC,’   Memo: Young Clergy Debt

  Close of Conference
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Guest Speaker Biographies and Workshop Descriptions
Meet Bishop easterling

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling is the first woman bishop to lead the 
233-year-old Baltimore-Washington Conference. She was elected as 
a bishop in The United Methodist Church in July 2016, and began 
serving this conference in September 2016.

An Indiana native, Easterling worked in the human resources field 
and as an attorney before being ordained a Deacon in 1995 and an 
Elder in 1997. She served at Union UMC in Boston’s historic South 
End, Pearl Street UMC in Brockton, Mass., and Old West Church, 
UM, in Boston. From 2012 to 2016, she oversaw 57 congregations 

as superintendent of the Metro Boston Hope District in the New England Conference. In 2016, 
she was named Dean of the Cabinet in the New England Conference.

She received a Bachelor degree from Indiana University and a Law degree from Indiana 
University School of Law. She graduated summa cum laude in 2004 with a Master of Divinity 
from Boston University School of Theology.

During her ministry, Bishop Easterling served as co-chair of the Board of Global Ministries, and 
as a delegate to the 2012 and 2016 General and Jurisdictional Conferences. She is a published 
author and frequent teacher and speaker. She is described as an inquisitive, collaborative and 
transformational leader.

Bishop Easterling is married to the Rev. Marion Easterling Jr., pastor of Wesley Grove UMC in 
Hanover, MD, and the former pastor of Parkway UMC in Milton, Mass. They have two sons, 
Garret Walter and Miles Teronza.

introducing rev. grace cajuiat

Rev. Grace Cajiuat brings more than 35 years of teaching and ministry 
experience to her work. She is an internationally recognized musician, 
minister, professor, and interculturalist. 

Rev. Cajiuat received her Doctor of Musical Arts from the University 
of South Carolina, Master of Church Music (Choral Conducting) from 
Scarritt Graduate School and Master of Music (Vocal Performance) from 
Austin Peay State University. She has worked as an international opera 
conductor, studying voice, language, and opera in Italy.

In addition, Rev. Cajiuat received her Master of Divinity and Master of 
Sacred Theology from Boston University. She is an ordained elder in the 

United Methodist Church in Wisconsin.
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Workshop descriptions 
Each member and guest of the NY Conference is invited to participate in a workshop on 
Saturday afternoon of Annual Conference. These workshops are being led by thought leaders 
from the UMC and will focus on practical ministry topics with the goal of giving participants 
something creative and valuable to take home to their own ministries. If you weren’t able to 
register for a workshop, please choose from one of the workshops below and add your name to 
the list in the Check-In area of the Arena Lobby.

Practical Ways to Share Your Faith
Presenter: Rev. William T. Chaney Jr, NCJ New Church Strategist, New Church Starts (Path 
1), Discipleship Ministries, The United Methodist Church

Provides the building blocks for effective personal evangelism. Jesus has commissioned each 
of us to proclaim his love and invite others into relationship with God. In this workshop we will 
explore how to use the gifts and testimony God has given us to share our faith with others.

Moving from Activities to Outcomes in the Local Church
Presenter: Rev. Naomi Annandale, Director of Research and Strategic Evaluation, Discipleship 
Ministries, The United Methodist Church

Offers practical guidance for leaders of local churches to identify clearly stated and compelling 
outcomes that can transform their ministry and direct their valuable human and financial 
resources. If your congregation finds itself in a cycle of repeating activities with diminishing 
results, this workshop will encourage you to “push pause” on doing the same things the same 
way so that you can re-focus on measurable outcomes.

Funding A Church’s Mission Today
Presenter: Rev. Dr. Ken Sloane, Director of Stewardship and Connectional Ministries, 
Discipleship Ministries, The United Methodist Church

Churches that are successful — not only in funding their mission but in growing their mission 
— are learning new approaches in the area of stewardship. Current generations are giving in 
new ways, and the former motivations for generosity don’t have the same attraction. The good 
news is, there are new tools that have never before been at our disposal. Join us as we explore 
what we need to learn to fund the mission and ministries of our church in the present age!

Developing Mission, Vision and Core Values for the Local Church
Presenter: Rev. Betsey Heavner, Retired Member of the NW Texas Conference.

Will give practical tools for discerning God’s will for your congregation so that you can align 
your ministry resources to reach your goals. Our Annual Conference has just gone through a 
long, intentional process that led to the development of Mission, Vision and Core Values for the 
Conference, and this workshop offers a process by which your church can develop its own. 
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Equipping Communities for Mission
Presenter: Rev. Tom Vencuss, Coordinator of Mission Ministry, NY Conference

Engagement in meaningful mission is a key to congregational vitality and personal spiritual 
growth. This workshop will consider ways to engage and equip communities in mission 
ministries on local and global levels, and through disaster response.

Joining the Sanctuary Church Movement
Presenters: Rev. Paul Fleck, Rev. Karina Feliz and the NYAC Immigration Task Force

Offers practical information and inspiration for church leaders answering the biblical mandate 
for hospitality. Topics will include offering sanctuary, support, safe space and accompaniment to 
our neighbors in vulnerable immigrant populations.

Thanks be to God for all who shared their gifts with the NYAC

Special thanks to:

Beverly Early CSR, Captioner

Barbara Eastman,  
Event Manager and Technical Consultant

 Good News Television      The Conference Ushers

 Hofstra University       The Vision, Newspaper
             Joanne Utley, Editor

New York Annual Conference  
Worship Team

Jessica Anschutz
Sheila M. Beckford, Dance Coordinator

Dong Hyun Choi
Matt Curry, Director of Connectional Ministries

Alex da Silva Souto, Co-chair
Doris Dalton

Kathryn Dickinson 
Carol Downs
Karen Eiler 

Gina Grubbs
Sarah Henris

Margaret Howe, Conference Secretary
Michelle Lewis

Dorlimar Lebrón Malavé, Stage Manager
Sandra Mantz

Kathi Meyerson
Rynn Naylor

Cassandra Negri
Betsy Ott

Stephanie Parsons
Laurel Scott

Heather Sinclair, Co-chair
Raymond Trapp, Music Director

Ximena Varas
Martha Vink

Ian J. Wharton
Shannon Whitt
Linda Willey

Elaine Winward
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Music Team
Raymond Trapp, Director of Music,  

Organ, & Keyboard 
Marianna Czeisel, Horn 
Doug Harris, Saxophone 
Jerome Roberts, Drums  

Joseph Roberts, Keyboard 
Moises Varas, Guitar, Bass 

Ian J. Wharton, Coordinator  

Vocals
Shani Boxill 
Nikita Hill 

Micheline Louis 
Amiyra Mason 

Alexa Ojeda
Shardenay Palmer 
Sharon Palatucci

Patrick Perrin
Abena Amory-Powell 

Ashley Reid 
Louise Samerson 
Jasmine Thomas

Ximena Varas
Kyle Watson 

Worship Center Design Team
Stephanie Parsons, Chair 

Linda Mellor
Bette Sohm  
Glenn Sohm 

“The Rollers” of New Paltz UMC

Spirit Builders Conference Dance Team
Sheila M. Beckford, Dance Coordinator

Marci Dillion, Assistance Dance Coordinator
Melvin Blak, Choreographer

Tisha Branch
Leslie Duroseau

Participating Dance Churches 
Brooklyn: St. Paul UMC 

Butler UMC
Golden Hill UMC 
Hampton’s UMC

Huntington Station: West Hills UMC
Mt. Calvary/St. Mark’s UMC

Newman Memorial UMC 
New Rochelle UMC 

Staten Island: Faith UMC 
Staten Island: Summerfield UMC 

Wesley UMC 
Westbury UMC

A Special Thank You
to the Cabinet of the NYAC

Matt Curry, Dir. Connectional Ministries
David Gilmore, Dir. Congregational Development and 

Revitalization
Sungchan Kim, Long Island West District 

Elizabeth Ott, New York/Connecticut District 
Timothy Riss, Catskill Hudson District

Denise Smartt Sears, Metropolitan District 
Bill Shillady, Exec. Dir. UM City Society 

Alpher Sylvester, Connecticut District
Robert Walker, Asst. to the Bishop 

Ross Williams, CFO & Dir. of Administrative Services 
Julia Yeon-Hee Yim, Long Island East District

Office of Connectional Ministries
Matt Curry, Director 

Jessica Anschutz, Projects Manager 
Carol Merante, Hospitality Coordinator  

Nikki Rose, Administrative Asst.

Childcare
Cassandra Negri, NYAC Children’s Ministries 

Consultant

All Staff of the New York Conference
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