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Anchored in the baptismal call to lives of love, justice, and service, there are some Christians whose 
“gifts, evidence of God’s grace, and promise of future usefulness are affirmed by the community, 
and who respond to God’s call by offering themselves in leadership as ordained ministers” (Book of 
Discipline—¶301.2; see also ¶¶ 125 and 137).

Ordination is chiefly understood as the act of the Holy Spirit.  As a liturgical act, ordination is also 
understood as the public prayer of the church confirming the Spirit’s call to individuals and asking 
for them gifts and power for the ministry of deacon or elder.

The rite of ordination is the climax of a process in which the faith community discerns and validates 
the call, the gifts, and effectiveness for apostolic ministry by agency of the Holy Spirit.  Always more 
than a single liturgical moment, ordination is a full process in which all of the baptized share. The 
process begins with the church’s discernment of God’s call to individuals for service as ordained 
leaders, continues with support and scrutiny as they prepare for this work, culminates in electing 
them to the office and work of a deacon or an elder, and is celebrated and enacted liturgically in the 
service of ordination. 
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ENTRANCE

GATHERING OF THE NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE FAITH COMMUNITY

GATHERING MUSIC Conference Music Team

PRELUDE “Praise To The Lord, The Almighty” J. S. Bach 
  Arr. Aaron Weiterkamp 
   Brass Quintet
*PROCESSIONAL HYMNS

“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee.
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

¡Santo! ¡Santo! ¡Santo! la inmensa muchedumbre
de ángeles que cumplen tu santa voluntad,
ante ti se postra, bañada de tu lumbre,
ante ti que has sido, que eres y serás.

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 

Words by Reginald Heber & Music by John Dykes,  Public Domain

“Christ, the Church You Gave is Broken”
Christ, the church you gave is broken,
Mend it now through us, we pray;
That the message it has spoken
May be heard through us today.
Make us one now, make us one now,
In this troubled, frightened hour,
In this troubled, frightened hour.
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We are hands and feet of Jesus,
His new Body now are we;
Ears and eyes to do his bidding
That our world at peace might be.
Make us one now, make us one now,
For God’s witness in our time,
For God’s witness in our time.

Holy Spirit, come and bless us,
Give a vision for our day;
Give a vision large and mighty
To your people now, we pray.
Make us one now, make us one now;
Spirit, come and make us whole,
Spirit, come and make us whole.

Used with Permission, William Boyd Grove
Bishop, retired, The United Methodist Church 

“Lord I Lift Your Name On High”

Lord I lift your name on high 
Lord I love to sing your praises 
I’m so glad you are in my life 
I’m so glad you came to save us
You came from heaven to earth, to show the way 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky 
Lord I lift your name on high

Tu nombre levantaré
me delito en adorarte
Te agradesco que en mi vida estes 
que vineras a salvarme

viniste del cielo a la tierra
a mostrarnos la luz
de la tierra a la cruz
nuestra deuda pagaste
de la cruz a la tumba
de la tumba a al cielo
tu nombre levantaré.

Words & Music by: Rick Founds © 1989 Brentwood Benson Publishing,  Reprinted under CCLI #11167467

DANCE CALL TO WORSHIP “Change Me” by Pamela Mann 
  Spirit Builders NYAC Praise Dance Team
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GREETING AND PRAYER  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

We come together to praise God, to hear the Holy Word, and to seek for ourselves 
and others the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray: 

Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
You gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace to all servants of your church,
that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various ministries.
Grant that we, your people, may follow where you lead,
perfect our ministries, and live in joyful obedience to your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

WELCOME

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

In celebration of our common ministry, I call upon all God’s people gathered here:

The bishop scoops from the font with a large branch and says:
Remember your baptism, and be thankful.

We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry. Thanks be to God!

*HYMN
“This is the Day”

Words & Music by Les Garrett © 1980 Brentwood Benson Publishing, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

WELCOME OF CONFIRMANDS

Members of the household of God, I commend these persons to your love and care. 
Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian 
love.  As members together with you in the body of Christ and in the New York Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to 
participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 
service, and our witness, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, 
establish you and strengthen you by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
that you may forever live in grace and peace.
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*HYMN
“This is the Day”

Words & Music by Les Garrett ©1980 Brentwood Benson Publishing, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE  
ORDAINED AND RECOGNIZED

Candidates stand as their names are called. 

Who presents these candidates to be ordained and recognized?

All Laity led by Conference Lay Leader, Ms. Roena Littlejohn: 
We have recommended them in our local congregations.
We present them with our prayers and support.

Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry led by BOOM chair, Rev. Lydia Lebron:
We have examined these candidates according to the standards of our Discipline
and the New York Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.
We present them with our prayers and support.

Registrar for Ordinands, Rev. Dale Ashby:
We present 

Melissa Hinnen
Steve Youngdong Kim
Sharon Petgrave-Cundy

for ordination as an elder. 

Registrar for Ordinands, Rev. Dale Ashby:
We present

Jongbum Lee

to be recognized as an elder in full connection in the New York Annual Conference in The 
United Methodist Church. 

After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the bishop says:
These persons are by God’s grace to be ordained or recognized 
 for set apart ministry in Christ’s Holy Church.
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them
 have discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian character,
 possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,
 and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.
Therefore, they believe them to be duly called to serve God.
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We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the ordination or recognition of these 
persons.  Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be ordained or recognized?

We do! Thanks be to God!

Will you uphold them in their ministry?

With God’s help, we will.

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION

THE WESLEYAN HISTORICAL QUESTIONS

All remain seated except the candidates and the bishop, who stand facing one another. The 
bishop examines the candidates for ordination and recognition: 

Have you faith in Christ?
Candidates: I have.

Are you going on to perfection?
Candidates: I am, by the grace of God.

Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?
Candidates: God willing, I do.

Are you earnestly striving after it?
Candidates: With God’s help, I am.

Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and God’s work?
Candidates: I am so resolved.

Do you know the General Rules of our Church?
Candidates: I do.

Will you keep them?
Candidates: I will so endeavor.

Have you studied the doctrines of The United Methodist Church?
Candidates: I have studied them.

After full examination, do you believe that our doctrines are in harmony with the Holy 
Scriptures?
Candidates:  I believe they are.

Will you preach and maintain them?
Candidates: To the best of my ability, I will.

Have you studied our form of Church discipline and polity?
Candidates: I have studied them.
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Do you approve our Church government and polity?
Candidates: I do so approve.

Will you support and maintain them?
Candidates: I will, with God’s help.

Will you diligently instruct the children in every place?
Candidates: I will.

Will you visit from house to house?
Candidates: This is my commitment.

Will you recommend fasting or abstinence, both by precept and example?
Candidates: I will so recommend.

Are you determined to employ all your time in the work of God?
Candidates: This is my intention.

Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in your work?
Candidates: I am not.

Will you observe the following directions? a) Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be 
triflingly employed. Never trifle away time; neither spend any more time at any one place than 
is strictly necessary. b) Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the time. And do not mend our 
rules, but keep them; not for wrath, but for conscience’s sake.
Candidates: The Lord being my helper, I will.

THE GENERAL QUESTIONS

My sisters and brothers in Christ,
 you have been called to an ordained and set apart ministry.
The church now confirms your calling.

As ordained ministers, you are to be coworkers with all the people of God: 
 With laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional members, 
 associate members, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors, 
 with all who serve God in the Church.

Remember you are called
 to serve rather than to be served,
 to proclaim the faith of the church and no other,
 to look after the concerns of God above all.
So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by God 
 and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you:

Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained ministry?
Candidates: I do so believe.
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Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
 and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?
Candidates: I do so believe and confess.

Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
 contain all things necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ
 and are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s faith and life?
Candidates: I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.

Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures,
 and with the help of the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?
Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?
Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, 
 to participate in the life and work of the community,  
 and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?
Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church,
 accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline,
 defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word,
 and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you,
 and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?
Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, 
 covenant to participate in the life of the order, into which you are ordained?
Will you give yourself to God through the order in order to sustain and build each other up
 in prayer, study, worship and service under the rule of life set forth 
 in the vows you take this day?
Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

May God, who has given you the will to these things, give you grace to perform them,
 that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.
All may be seated.

MUSIC MINISTRY “Preaching the Cross” arr. J. Roberts
  Composed by Young Hoon Jun 

Conference Music Team
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PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE OF THE WORD

SCRIPTURE READING  Ephesians 3:14-21 

The word of God for the people of God
Thanks be to God!

*GOSPEL READING Mark 3:20-35

SERMON “The Four B’s of Transformation” Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

ANTHEM “Order My Steps” G. Burleigh
  Conference Mass Choir

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS

Candidates for ordination as elders rise and face the bishop.
The bishop examines the candidates for ordination or recognition as elder:
An elder
 is called to share in the ministry of Christ
 and of the whole church:
 to preach and teach the Word of God

A Bible is lifted by Rev. Jessica Anschutz, Chair of the Order of Elders.
 and faithfully administer
 the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion;

A paten and chalice are lifted.
 to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;
 to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
 to exercise pastoral supervision,
 to order the life of the congregation and the connection,
 to counsel the troubled,
 and declare the forgiveness of sin;
 to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;
 to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;
 and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church
 and in service in and to the community.

This is the rule of life and work of an elder.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?

I do so believe.  
Candidates are seated.
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LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS

The bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer
As these persons are ordained or recognized by the church
 for the office and work of elders
 to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.

“Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire” (vs. 3 & 4)
Words & Music by: John Cosin, Michael Forster, Rabanus Maurus & William Gardiner. 

©1993 Kevin Mayhew, Ltd,Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

The people pray for them in silence.
The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:
We praise you, eternal God, because you have called us to be a priestly people,
 offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
 Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death
 and, having ascended into heaven,
 has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,
   making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up Christ’s body,
 and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.

Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach,
 to proclaim the gospel of salvation,
 to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,
 and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Candidates for ordination as elder are invited to kneel before the bishop one at a time.
Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the 
laying on of hands for each ordinand.

The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:
Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit, 
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church.

Full Name, take authority as an elder
to preach the Word of God,
to administer the Holy Sacraments
and to order the life of the Church;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen.

Each newly ordained elder is immediately clothed with the yoke stole. 
One aspect distinguishing the commissioning of provisional members from ordination of elders and 
deacons is duration.  Commissioning sends persons to a term of service, while ordination sets persons 
apart for lifelong service. The provisional period is a time of full service in which one is licensed 
for the practice of ministry and a period of formation in one’s journey toward ordination and full 
membership in the annual conference. The period of commissioned ministry is concluded when the 
person is received as a full member of the annual conference and ordained as a deacon or an elder in 
Christ’s holy church or a decision is made not to proceed toward ordination.

The laying on of hands with prayer by the bishop is an ancient and essential part of the Christian 
ordering of ministry. The Second Epistle to Timothy 1:6 (“…rekindle the gift of God that is within 
you through the laying on of my hands”) reminds us of both the antiquity of this tactile prayer and 
the bestowal of gift in its exercise. While the act of laying on of hands occurs in several rites of the 
church (baptism, healing services, acts of blessing and commissioning), the meaning of the laying on 
of hands in commissioning of probationers and ordination is carried and communicated by the form 
of this ritual action and the context and words that accompany it. 

In commissioning, a bishop lays hands on the shoulders of the candidates as a sign of sending into 
ministry for a specified period of time. In ordination, a bishop lays hands on the head of the candidate 
as a sign of the impartation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit for a lifetime of ministry.

RECOGNITION OF ORDERS

The bishop addresses the one whose orders as elder are to be recognized:
After due examination of your call and ministry in another part of Christ’s holy church,
we now welcome you to this communion. You have given assurance of your faith and Christian 
experience.

You have renewed the vows of your ordination and embraced our own, committing yourself to 
accept and uphold faithfully the doctrine, liturgy, and discipline of The United Methodist Church.

We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us, 
and pray that God may guide your ministry.

As the candidate comes forward, the bishop greets him:
Jongbum Lee, we now recognize you as an elder in The United Methodist Church and welcome 
you as a full member of the New York Annual Conference.

Bishop to congregation, after all elders are ordained or recognized:
With great joy and holy expectation, I present to you these newly ordained elders and this newly 
recognized elder.  Please receive them with thanksgiving.

As the candidates are greeted, the instruments of office and a certificate are presented.

*SUNG RESPONSE  “You Made A Way” T. Green
Conference Music Team
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OFFERING Young Clergy Debt Assistance
 Rev. Ximena A. Varas, New Haven: St. Andrews UMC

Ms. Renata Smith, New Rochelle UMC

The Young Clergy Debt Assistance fund was the creation of Bishop Martin D. McLee who 
had a profound desire to provide financial support to clergy aged 40 y ears or younger 
serving in the New York Annual Conference. Application information can be found at 
www.nyac.com/young-clergy-dap

OFFERTORY  Rising Stars Steel Pan Orchestra, Westchester UMC 
 Roy Gomes, Director
*DOXOLOGY

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
 Words and Music: Thomas Ken. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. Public Domain

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION

INVITATION TO THE TABLE AND PEACE

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin,
   and seek to be at peace with God and one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON

You give us our commandments, Holy One, so we may have new life,
   but we continue to make the same old choices.
Your love can anchor us when life threatens to overwhelm us,
   but we choose to cling to the slippery rocks of anger and bitterness.
Your Word can strengthen us for every moment,
   but we listen to the foolish promises of the world.
Forgive us, Redeemer of our lives:
   may every word be shaped by Your Word;
   may every thought be refined by Your grace;
   may every deed be inspired by Your Spirit,
   so we may tell everyone we meet of Your work in us,
   through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Adapted lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com by © Thom Shuman, 
& prayer from “Busy” liturgy series by Marcia McFee @ worshipdesignstudio.com

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2018/02/liturgy-wcommunion-for-march-4-2018.html

Let us take a moment of silence to reconcile before God.
Let us acknowledge when we have missed the mark
in our relationship with God and God’s creation. 
All pray in silence.
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Merciful God,
redeem us from the things we have done that we regret;
redeem us from the burdens of expectations we have added to our lives;
redeem us from the worries that paralyze us with fear.
Loving Christ,
please set us free from all anger toward others and toward ourselves;
set us free from the urge to busy ourselves so much
that we end up forgetting You and our neighbors in need.
Liberating Spirit,
help us to let go of our fear to delight in the beauty of this world,
of each creature, and of Your grace.
Help us to lay down our burdens of regret;
help us to let go of all that tethers us to the illusions of this world.

When brokenhearted prayers replace piety,
when we seek wholeness through the One broken for us,
then we remember we are saved by God’s powerful love.
We are healed, to bring healing to our world; 
we are strengthened in faith, to become spent for others; 
we are set free from our bondage to sin,
so we may become servants of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Adapted from lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com by © Thom Shuman
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2018/02/liturgy-wcommunion-for-march-4-2018.html

HYMN 
“Grace Alone”

Words & Music by: Scott Wesley Brown and Jeff Nelson  
© 1998 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing  Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Come to the table of grace,
Come to the table of grace.
This is God’s table, it’s not yours or mine.
Come to the table of grace.

(repeat)

Friends, God is ever present with you!
And the people say, “And also with you!”
“And also with you!”

Turn to the people around you and tell them this news:
   “The peace of Christ is always with you!”
“The peace of Christ is always with you!”
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Come to the table of peace,
Come to the table of peace.
This is God’s table, it’s not yours or mine.
Come to the table of peace.

Listen! 
The body breathes in together... and out.
As close as breath, the Holy is present with us. 
So we lift up our hearts.
And the family says, “We lift them up to God.”
“We lift them up to God!”

Let us give thanks to the Holy Living One because it is the right thing to
do not only now, but always, for “always” is when God is with us.

I invite you to open both palms upward in the sign language for “give.”

We thank You, Creator God, that You formed us in Your image.
Now place your hands together in the sign meaning “to be with.”
We thank You, Sustainer God, that You are here with us.

Bring your hands close to your face, in the sign for “prayer.”
Close your eyes and become aware of your breath on your hands... 

We thank You, God, for breathing into us the breath of life.
Even when we have turned away, You have remained with us, close as breath.
When we have been frightened, hesitant, still You are patient.
You have time and again reached out Your hand to free us, for Your promise is steadfast.
In delivering us from captivity, You made covenant to be our Sovereign God.

And so, we open our eyes, our hands and our hearts to Your will for us as told to us 
through Your prophets. We join our voices together praising You along with all who do, 
have ever done so and ever will do so, repeating:

Holy, Holy, Holy God! 
Holy, Holy, Holy God!

Everywhere we see Your Glory! 
Everywhere we see Your Glory!

Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna in the highest!

... and the widest... 

... and the widest...
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... and the deepest... 

... and the deepest...

... core of our being. 

... core of our being.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God.
Blessed is Your Son who came to preach the good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives
to invite those who sit in shadow to see the great light
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
and to announce that the time had come
when You would save Your people.

Listen people!
The Lord is with you.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry,
and sat down at the table
and ate with especially those others considered “unworthy.”
Let us remind ourselves by saying
“The Lord is present with every one of us.”
“The Lord is present with every one of us.”

Come to the table of love,
Come to the table of love.
This is God’s table, it’s not yours or mine.
Come to the table of love.

On the night in which He gave Himself up for us,
He took bread, gave thanks to You, broke the bread,
gave it to His disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of Me.”

When the supper was over, He took the cup,
gave thanks to You, gave it to His disciples, and said:

“Drink from this, all of you;
this is My blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
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Come to the table of love,
Come to the table of love.
This is God’s table, it’s not yours or mine.
Come to the table of love.

Let us be a community of messengers,
proclaiming and reminding each other and creation that:
“Christ has died,
Christ has died
Christ is risen,
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.
Christ will come again.”

I invite you to raise your hands
in the ancient Christian posture of prayer.

Pour out Your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and fruit of the vine.
Let them be for us the body and blood of Christ
so that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
liberated by His witness, passion and life.
Be with us, Holy Spirit,
fill us so You can move through us.

I invite you to make a point of connection with those around you
by laying a hand on a shoulder, holding hands,
whatever is most comfortable for you.

By Your spirit we are one with Christ,
the Host of this table,
and One with each other.
Let this joy be seen in us outside of this place.
It is with great thanks that all God’s people 
pray singing…

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Words & Music by: Mark Miller © 2008 Abingdon Press, Reprinted under OneLicense.net # E-80321

BREAKING THE BREAD 

Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, because we all partake of the one 
loaf. The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.
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GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

The the dairy-, egg-, gluten-, soy-free bread and cup are given to the people by newly ordained 
clergy, and other laity and clergy assisting as needed, with these words:

The body of Christ, broken for you. Amen.

The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

The congregation sings hymns while the bread and cup are given. 
When all have received, the deacons put the Lord’s Table in order.

HYMNS WHILE RECEIVING

“For Everyone Born”  Words & Music by: Shirley Murray © 1998 Hope Publishing Company, Reprinted under CCLI #11167467

“Because of Who You Are” Words & Music by: Martha Munizzi  © 2000 Martha Munizzi Music, Reprinted under CCLI #11167467

“I Am Thine O Lord”  Words & Music by: Fanny Jane Crosby, William Howard Doane, Public Domain

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING Ms. Roena Littlejohn,
 Conference Lay Leader

Let us pray.
We thank you, gracious God, for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us,
and united us in the communion of your Holy Spirit. We bless you for raising up among 
us faithful servants. Clothe them and us with your righteousness and grant that we, with 
them, may glorify you by giving ourselves to others, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Adapted from “A Great Thanksgiving” by Marcia McFee © worshipdesignstudio.com. Contact marcia@marciamcfee.com for the script  
and permission if you would like to use this at your church. (http://worshipdesignstudio.com). “Come to the Table of Grace”  

© 2008 by Barbara Hamm Worship & Song #3168 (and Sing, Prayer and Praise)   Used with permission Marcia McFee@ 2017

*HYMN
“This is the Day”

Words & Music by Les Garrett © 1980 Brentwood Benson Publishing, Reprinted under CCLI#11167467

SENDING FORTH

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all that you do.
We are sent in Christ’s name.  Thanks be to God!

The bishop blesses the people:
The grace of Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all, always. Amen.

*CLOSING OF THE 219TH SESSION OF THE NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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*RECESSIONAL HYMNS
“I Refuse”

Sometimes I, I just want to close my eyes
And act like everyone’s alright, when I know they’re not
This world needs God, but it’s easier to stand and watch
I could say a prayer and just move on, like nothing’s wrong
But I refuse

‘Cause I don’t want to live like I don’t care
I don’t want to say another empty prayer
Oh, I refuse to
Sit around and wait for someone else
To do what God has called me to do myself
Oh, I could choose not to move
But I refuse

I can hear the least of these, crying out so desperately
And I know we are the hands and feet, of You, oh God
So if You say move, it’s time for me to follow through
And do what I was made to do, and show them who You are

Words & Music by: Josh Wilson ©2010 Ariose Music, Meaux Hits, Reprinted under CCLI #11167467

“Soul On Fire”
God, I’m running for Your heart
I’m running for Your heart
Till I am a soul on fire
Lord, I’m longing for Your ways
I’m waiting for the day
When I am a soul on fire
Till I am a soul on fire

Lord, restore the joy I had
I have wandered, bring me back
In this darkness, lead me through
Until all I see is You

Words & Music by: Benton Brown © Datamama Music, Reprinted under CCLI #11167467
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Thanks be to God for all who shared their gifts with the NYAC.

A Special Thank You to 
the Conference Choir

and
Conference Ushers

NY Annual Conference Worship Team

Jessica Anschutz
Sheila M. Beckford, Dance Coordinator

Dong Hyun Choi
Matt Curry, Director of Connectional Ministries

Alex da Silva Souto, Co-chair
Doris Dalton

Kathryn Dickinson 
Carol Downs
Karen Eiler 

Gina Grubbs
Sarah Henris

Margaret Howe, Conference Secretary
Michelle Lewis

Dorlimar Lebrón Malavé, Stage Manager
Sandra Mantz

Kathi Meyerson
Rynn Naylor

Cassandra Negri
Betsy Ott

Stephanie Parsons
Laurel Scott

Heather Sinclair, Co-chair
Raymond Trapp, Music Director

Ximena Varas
Martha Vink

Ian J. Wharton
Shannon Whitt 
Linda Willey

Elaine Winward

Worship Center Design Team

Stephanie Parsons, Chair 
Linda Mellor
Bette Sohm  
Glenn Sohm 

“The Rollers” of New Paltz UMC
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Music Team
Raymond Trapp, Director of Music,  

Organ, & Keyboard 
Nick Braham, Bass

Steve Brown, Guitar 
John Carlson, Trumpet 

Marianna Czeisel, French Horn 
Doug Harris, Saxophone 
Geoffrey Hull, Trumpet 

Alfredo Marques, Trombone 
Jerome Roberts, Drums 

Joseph Roberts, Keyboard 
Moises Varas, Guitar, Bass 

Ian J. Wharton, Coordinator

Vocals
Shani Boxill 

Dong Hyun Choi 
Nikita Hill 

Micheline Louis 
Amiyra Mason 

Shardenay Palmer 
Sharon Palatucci 

Abena Amory-Powell 
Ashley Reid 

Louise Samerson 
Jasmine Thomas 

Kyle Watson

Spirit Builders Conference Dance Team
Sheila M. Beckford, Dance Coordinator

Marci Dillion, Assistance Dance Coordinator
Melvin Blak, Choreographer

Tisha Branch
Leslie Duroseau

Participating Dance Churches 
Brooklyn: St. Paul UMC 

Butler UMC
Golden Hill UMC 
Hampton’s UMC

Huntington Station: West Hills UMC
Mt. Calvary/St. Mark’s UMC

Newman Memorial UMC 
New Rochelle UMC 

Staten Island: Faith UMC 
Staten Island: Summerfield UMC 

Wesley UMC 
Westbury UMC





Conference Center
20 Soundview Ave

White Plains, NY 10606
Toll free: 888-696-6922
Phone: 914-997-1570
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