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Newsletter from Jay and Grace Choi, GBGM Missionaries (July 29, 2018) 

Dear Coworkers in Christ,  

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the way, the truth and the life! 
 
During the first half of this year, we experienced a dramatic change in our missionary journey. We 

received a new assignment. We will be working as Missionaries in Residence (MIRs) at GBGM in Atlanta. 

MIR is to be a liasion for information and concerns between the Global Ministries and the missionary 

community. Our service will start on August 1st and the term will last for three years.   
 
We do apologize for letting you know only now as we are already on the stage of orientation for this new 

role. Our new job was approved by the Board of Trustees of GBGM a few months ago, but we had to wait 

until our visas for the United States were granted. As soon as we received our visas from the US 

Embassy in Seoul, South Korea last week, we had to make a quick transit to Atlanta. All these things 

happened in such a speedy manner.   
 
In many ways, this new assignment is an answer to our prayers.  
 
God had a plan for us. After spending 18 years in the Philippines, our hearts were seeking for an 

opportunity that could restore our spirits, renew our commitments, and enhance our capacities. We 

vaguely thought of having a study leave, but God had a different plan. When we wanted to have broader 

perspectives on God’s mission with renewed hearts, God did not allow us to leave our mission. Instead, 

God had us serve other missionaries! We are excited to learn about the diverse mission contexts and 

experiences from our fellow missionaries from all over the world! What makes us really amazed, 

however, is that God had a plan for us, and that it was a better plan than ours.    

God must have a plan for our children. For the 

last two years, our life was like walking 

through a dark valley. This was because of 

Soohoon’s pituitary tumor and skin problem. 

As we look back, if we had continued our work 

in the Philippines while Soohoon had to leave 

for college, it could have been very hard for all 

of us. While we were at such crossroads, this 

change of assignment happened unexpectedly. 

Soohoon is now able to work towards his 

future in a very supportive environment; 

physically, emotioinally, and medically! We are 

so grateful because we know that all of this has  

Soohoon in 2016 and 2018. Thank God! He has become taller than mother 

after his brain surgery. He will have to go through male hormone therapy 

until he gets married. This is another challenge but we trust in the Lord.  

been possible by God’s grace and by the people who not only know God’s grace but also express it by 

supporting us. In this cycle of grace, we are indebted to love more and serve more.  



We are here in Atlanta to be Missionaries in Residence. Because it happened so suddenly, quickly, and 

timely, we still ask each other, “What happened? Is this real?” We will serve missionaries as missionaries 

in residence. We know that genuine service starts from humble openness to learn. We ask your constant 

prayer for us so that our service in this new role will be a small and precious piece in God’s grand 

missional mosaic.   
 
In Christ 
 
Jay and Grace  

Missionaries in Residence; Announcement by Rev. Dr. Judy Chung 

Dear Staff, 
 
Greetings!  I am pleased to announce that Jay and Grace Choi will be serving as the Missionaries in 

Residence starting Aug 1, 2018.  Jay and Grace, with their two sons, will be moving to Atlanta, GA from 

the Philippines where they have been serving and will immediately go to Johannesburg, South Africa 

on Aug 1 to participate in the Global Mission Fellows: International Track Orientation and Training 

with 58 new GMFs. We are grateful to Larry and Kristen Schmitz for their faithful service as the 

Missionaries in Residence for the last 3 years and pray for God’s blessings for them as they retire from 

missionary service as of Aug. 31, 2018. Please see below for Jay and Grace’s bios and welcome them to 

their new role. Thank you. 
 
Judy Chung 

 

Jaehyoung (Jay) & Eunha (Grace) Choi have been GBGM missionaries 

assigned to the Philippines since 2001. They had worked together as youth 

coordinators of the Philippines Annual Conference for 8 years, and later 

were appointed to two different institutions; Jay served as a mission 

partner of the Union Theological Seminary, Philippines and Grace at Harris 

Memorial College as a community health coordinator and a music teacher. 

Originally from the Presbyterian Church of Korea, Jay and Grace are now 

both elders of the Philippines Annual Confernce. 

 

Jay is particularly committed to the biblical principles of land justice. He understands mission as the 

human collaboration in the divine orchestration, and Christian mission to be life-giving for all creation. 

Jay studied economics (BA) at Youngnam University and theology (M.Div) at Presbyterian University 

and Theological Seminary, both in Korea. He further studied sociology (MS) at Asian Social Institute 

and theology (M.Th) at Asia Graduate School of Theology (AGST), both in the Philippines. Grace is 

devoted to the healing of the broken hearted and the wounded. Grace understands mission as being 

with God’s people with the love of Christ. Before becoming a missionary, Grace had been a 

cardiovascular perfusionist at Severance Hospital in Seoul, South Korea. Grace studied nursing (BS) at 

Yonsei University and theology (M.Div) at Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary, both in 

Seoul, Korea. She studied voice at the Conservatory of Music of University of Santo Tomas in the 

Philippines. Jay and Grace have two sons, Soohoon and Jihoon.  


