
 1 

This month I am skipping the article I prepared for the series on John Wesley 

and Methodism.  That article will appear in the December issue. – Betsy Ott 

When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside.  Those 

who were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him.  Arriving at a 

quiet place, he sat down and taught his climbing companions.  This is what he 

said:  

You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope.  With less of you there is 

more of God and his rule. 

You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you.  Only then can 

you be embraced by the One most dear to you. 

You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are – no more, no less.  

That’s the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be 

bought.   

You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God.  He’s food and 

drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat. 

You’re blessed when you care.  At the moment of being ‘care-ful’ you find 

yourselves cared for.  

You’re blessed when you get your inside world – your mind and heart – put 

right.  Then you can see God in the outside world.  

You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete 

or fight.  That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s 

family. 

You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution.  The 

persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

Not only that – count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or throw you out or speak 

lies about you to discredit me.  What it means is that the truth is too close for comfort and they are 

uncomfortable.  You can be glad when that happens – give a cheer, even! – for though they don’t like 

it, I do!  And all heaven applauds.  And know that you are in good company.  My prophets and 

witnesses have always gotten into this kind of trouble.”   (Matthew 5:1-12a) 

In these times when we are challenged with daily series of crises about how we are to respond as 

Christians to immigration (welcoming the stranger), war and ethnic cleansing, sexism including 

abusive assault of women and GLBTQI persons, racism in all forms, anti-Semitism, questions about 

what kind of nation we are to be in caring for the sick and those in need of help, loving care for 

creation and all resources; these words from Jesus give us hope and a sense of purpose.   Jesus tells 

his disciples, and each of us, to find ways to live for justice for all.  To cooperate with others.  To live 

simply and to find the daily blessings of life.  To focus on God and God’s will for us, for others and 

for the world that God “so loves”.  We are to be the peacemakers in God’s plan for the new thing God 

is doing.   

The Mission, Vision, and Core Values of the New York Annual Conference support our United 

Methodist commitment to the call of Christ to us to live as those who are “blessed,” according to the 

teaching of Jesus about what it is to be blessed as his followers. 

OUR MISSION 
We strive to share God’s love by creating safe places where all are accepted and welcomed, 

connecting the needs of people to the presence of God, and transforming the world through Christ.   

OUR VISION 

We see strong leaders who develop vital congregations that eagerly make new disciples, actively 

nurture existing disciples, and passionately advocate for the needs and concerns of all people. 

OUR CORE VALUES 

The values that drive us are deep love for God and unconditional love for all people.  We value 

collaboration and partnerships that demonstrate God’s love to a world that divides and alienates.  

We value relationships that foster accountability, excellence, and an ability to engage in open, 

honest, and respectful conversations.  We value the hope that we have in Christ that, when 

discovered, brings us a unity of purpose, a joy that enlivens our spirit, and a peace that surpasses all 

understanding.   

Friends, in challenging times and all times, let us work together as the people of God, followers of 

Jesus, and those who are supported by the Holy Spirit, to live lives of those who are “blessed”.  I 

challenge and encourage you to use the Mission, Vision and Core Values in your daily lives, in our 

places of work, in our congregations and wherever we may be to help us to build a community that 

offers the gifts of love, hope, joy and peace to a world that sorely needs them. 

Peace, Betsy
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  TO PREPARE FOR CHURCH  

  CONFERENCES… 

  To All Clergy: 

  To prepare for your One-on-One discussion with  

  Rev. Ott, you must complete the Pastor / District   

  Superintendent One-on-One Dialogue form, which  

  can be found on the NYAC website.   

  If you click on the Resources section, it is the 3rd item listed under the “Other Charge Conference  

  Forms”. 

To All Churches: 

The forms that you are required to complete for your Annual Church Conference 

can be found on the NYAC website under the Resources section.  The link is:  

https://www.nyac.com/conf-forms 

All of the forms listed under the “Other Charge Conference Forms” section 

should be completed, including the Pastor (Staff) Parish Relations Committee 

Forms (Document 1 and Document 2). 

   Each month you have an opportunity to  

   share a highlight of an event that just  

   happened or announce an upcoming event 

   to your fellow United Methodist Churches. 

This newsletter is named THE NY-CT CONNECTOR,  

because it is meant to connect our local church communities to each other.   

However, it will only be truly a connector if we all participate in sharing your good news and events. 

Please send your information by the 15th of each month for publication in the following 

month's newsletter.  The new e-mail address is : umcconnector@gmail.com 

https://www.nyac.com/conf-forms
mailto:umcconnector@gmail.com
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          EVENTS AT OUR LOCAL CHURCHES 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF DARIEN 

DARIEN, CT 

The UMC Darien Church Family celebrated Rally 

Day, on a beautiful Sunday morning, September 16, 

2018 overlooking the new playground that serves 

both the Church and the Methodist Family Center 

Preschool. At Rally Day, Sunday School Teacher 

volunteers were commissioned to serve the Church 

and its mission in the teachings of Christ. They also 

celebrated pets, by having the service focus upon 

the Blessing of Animals. Afterwards, everyone 

enjoyed fellowship lunch. 

HIGHLAND MILLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HIGHLAND MILLS, NY 

The women of the Walter Hoving Home, Garrison, NY joined the members of the Highland Mills 

UMC for worship on Sunday, October 28. Their incredible testimonies and praise music flowed 

from their hearts of how the power of having Jesus in their lives saved them from living a life of 

addiction, a life that they were unable to conquer on their own. They joined in fellowship time and a 

pizza lunch was enjoyed by all. The Highland Mills UMC collected and donated many bags of clothes 

to the women from Walter Hoving Home. 
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          EVENTS AT OUR LOCAL CHURCHES 

TRINITY BOSCOBEL UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH, BUCHANAN, NY  

Over the last seven weeks, the Trinity Boscobel UMC has 

experienced the Marcia McFee worship series "Blest Be the 

Tie that Binds," which focused on relationships we have 

with God and each other.  A couple of the church members 

put together this beautiful altar and expanded the cloth and 

ribbons to embrace the entire sanctuary. 

CORNWALL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

CORNWALL, NY   

The Cornwall United Methodist Church had a booth at the Greater Cornwall Chamber of Commerce 

Annual Fall Festival on September 23. The idea was to get out into the community as an invitation  

to their church. They handed out free give-a-ways, like pens, cups and bracelets with their church 

name and address on it.  They also distributed flyers listing their ministries.  Their pastor, Julia 

Winward, put on her clown costume and did free face painting for the kids that stopped at their 

booth. They created a big blackboard with a question on it …."How do you spiritually re-new 

yourself?"… and as people walked by they would answer with chalk.  It was a FUN day! 
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          UPCOMING EVENTS AT OUR LOCAL CHURCHES 

WATERTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

WATERTOWN, CT 

The Fall Harvest party will be held Saturday, November 

3 from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. The Pine Valley Pumpkin 

Run will be the "craziest, most outrageous event in 

Cook County" and this year Blake and Hunter are 

determined to win-whatever it takes! Games, story, 

songs, food and crafts for kids in grades 1-6. The story 

will have kids on the edge of their seats! 

The Watertown UMC Holly Berry Fair will be held on 

Friday, November 23 from 3:00pm-7:00pm and 

Saturday, November 24 from 9:00am - 2:00pm.   

There will be a Cookie Walk, Auction, Food & Crafters. 

YORKTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

YORKTOWN, NY 

YUMC will celebrate Thanksgiving on Sunday, November 18 at 

10:00am with a special time of worship followed by a potluck 

brunch. Join them us as they pause to give thanks and glory to  

God for all God has done for us. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AT SHRUB OAK 

SHRUB OAK, NY 

The United Methodist Church of Shrub Oak will be collecting food 

items to provide Thanksgiving baskets for families of children in the 

Yorktown, NY Head Start program and Family Ties.  

They will be making 15 baskets including: canned vegetables, canned 

cranberry sauce, large canned yams, boxed mashed potatoes, jars of 

gravy, stuffing mix, boxes of corn bread mix, canned fruit, brownie 

mix or cake mixes with icing. Church members will be donating the 

contents of the baskets, with the church purchasing a turkey for each 

basket.  
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          UPCOMING EVENTS AT OUR LOCAL CHURCHES 

HIGHLAND MILLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HIGHLAND MILLS, NY 

The Harvest/Christmas Boutique and Bake Sale will be held   

on Saturday, November 17 from 10:00am—2:00pm.  

CHRIST CHURCH, BEACON, NY 

Christ Church in Beacon, NY is launching a new ministry “Beacon of Hope.” 

This is a Faith-Based Cancer Support Group welcoming individual dealing 

with cancer. Survivors, care givers, family members and friends are also 

welcome.  It’s their hope to offer encouragement, prayer and spiritual 

support. They meet on the 1st & 3rd Saturdays each month - 10:00-11:00am. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF DANBURY, 

DANBURY, CT 

Gerry Hecht will lead a presentation about the basics of 

Judaism and its relation to Christianity, Christian theology 

and Christian history. On Monday evenings, Monday, 

November 12 and Monday, November 26 from 7:00pm - 

8:30pm. There will be two 90-minute programs dealing 

with God, God’s relation to the Jewish people and all 

humanity. 

Judaism 101 

and  

Christian 
Thought 
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WELCOME TO NEW MUSIC DIRECTORS 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF DARIEN 

The United Methodist Church of Darien welcomes their new Director of 

Music, Jon Hunt.  Jon is a graduate of Hartt College of Music and has 

served as Organist at churches throughout Fairfield County. As a tenor, he 

has sung with Connecticut Grand Opera and Greenwich Choral Society. And 

as a pianist, he played at the Empire State Building for fifteen years. Now in 

his fourth term, Jon also serves as a Connecticut Justice of the Peace. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF DANBURY 

The United Methodist Church of Danbury welcomes their new Director of Music, Andrew Levine. 

Andrew has enjoyed a multifaceted career in the performing arts, 

working as a musician, arts administrator, educator and producer. 

Currently he serves as the managing director  

of the Sheen Center for Thought and Culture in lower Manhattan. 

Previously Andrew served as the Executive Director of the York 

Theatre Company. More recently he served as the Music Director for 

Stevens Memorial Methodist Church and has been a frequent 

contributor to the Music Ministry at Jesse Lee Methodist Church.  He 

holds a BMus in piano performance from Manhattan School of Music 

and a MMus in composition from Georgia Southern University.  As an 

educator Andrew served as the resident musical director at 

the Savannah College of Art and Design for four years and was an 

adjunct instructor for the musical theater programs at PACE University and The Hartt School after 

returning to the Northeast.  

CHRIST CHURCH, BEACON, NY  

Christ Church, Beacon, NY is currently looking for a pianist to 

play during their worship services on Sunday mornings from 

10:00am to 11:00am.  Their style of worship is blended, they 

use a combination of tradition and contemporary music.  If 

you are interested or know anyone interested in their music 

position, please contact Pastor George Mangan at 631-987-

7463 (cell) or e-mail p1george@aol.com or office at 845-831-

0365. 

https://sheencenter.org/
http://www.yorktheatre.org/
https://www.scad.edu/
mailto:p1george@aol.com
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