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And they asked him, “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the
Law?”
Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two.” (Matthew 22:36-40)

UMCCONNECTOR@GMAIL.COM

My dear friends,
March 1
DS in Cabinet meeting
March 2
Laity Day and Celebration of DS
Betsy Ott in Yorktown 9am-2pm
March 3
District Lay Servant Ministry
Committee meeting
March 3-4
DS in Cabinet meetings with
BOOM
March 5-6
DS in Cabinet meetings
March 16
Special Called Session of NY
Annual Conference at Purchase
College
10am-3pm
March 18
PLP at District Parsonage
11am-1pm
March 23
Mission InSite Training in
Yorktown 3pm-5pm

It’s been an interesting and challenging week. Many of us were riveted to the
live streaming of General Conference 2019 while others turned away in fear or
disgust at the proceedings. Many if not all of us prayed deeply for God’s
presence to be there and for the Spirit to guide the delegation’s discernment
regarding our United Methodist theological position of full inclusion of LGBTQI
persons. And at the end of the day, the conference closed with a vote by a
relatively small majority to endorse the Traditional Plan as our denomination’s
position. The Traditional Plan is the most restrictive of all the plans offered for
consideration. Many of us hoped for the One Church Plan which would have
allowed each of us to “think and let think” on these matters. It was hoped it
would offer a way for our denomination to remain together under a big tent of
diversity of sexuality and theological position. This Plan didn’t make it through
legislative committee to the floor.
Now that the Conference has ended, the question is what does this mean for us?
Many of us are confused and some of us are broken hearted. There are rumors
of people leaving the church and of churches leaving the denomination. The
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reality is that much of the Traditional Plan was ruled unconstitutional by the Judicial Council prior
to the General Conference. Now, the Plan in its entirety has been referred to the Judicial Council
and, with the amendments, is almost certain to be found unconstitutional in all or in part. We will
hear about this decision in due time.
For now, what we do is to pray and to continue to hold one another in heartfelt prayer for the healing
of individuals, congregations and our denomination. I believe that now is the time for us to fully
claim the opportunity God is offering us to do a new thing – and to be church to one another in all of
our brokenness.
Today I watched some of Michael Cohen’s testimony on Capitol Hill. What a sorry story was told
there! Whether or not you believe Michael Cohen (Donald Trump’s former personal attorney) at the
end of the day, the chair of the House Committee, Representative Elijah Cummings, had some
powerful things to say to Mr. Cohen. He told him that he had lost everything and reminded him that
he had forever wounded his family with his behavior. He said, that even a reduced prison sentence
would be difficult to bear. And then Mr. Cummings said that when bad things happen in our lives
we aren’t supposed to ask “Why did this happen to me?” Instead, Mr. Cummings said, “We are to
ask, ‘What opportunity am I being given?’” I hope that Mr. Cohen will find his opportunity in this
time in his life. The hope and the promise that it is possible is before him.
My friends, we have the same opportunity in our lives and in our church. What happens next
remains to be seen as things begin to unfold in the coming weeks. What we know is this, we have an
opportunity before us. How are we going to witness to the love of God for each of us and of our love
for God and all people everywhere? This is our commandment based on the law and the prophets,
along with the word of Christ. We will find our way if we live by that law, the law of love for God and
others.
For now, remember that God loves you. Be sure to tell yourself that each day and then go out and in
any way you can, offer the love of God to others in the spirit of Jesus who was generous to everyone.
Remember to place your love and your trust in God who is there before us, inviting us to take the
next steps on the journey and to begin to find our way to the new beginning God has planned for us
all.
My prayers are with you ….
Peace,

Betsy
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INFORMATION FROM THE

NY-CT
DISTRICT OFFICE
GOODBYE AND HELLO!
Friends, as many of you know, our NYCT District
Superintendent, Rev. Betsy Ott, is completing her
eighth year in this appointment which means that her
term ends on June 30th. Through prayers and discernment, Betsy has decided that now is the time

for her to embrace a new phase of life as she enters retirement, effective July 1st. We wish Betsy all
the blessings of joy in her retirement and know she'll be enjoying more time with her family,
especially her grandchildren, in the days ahead!
Please welcome as our new District Superintendent Rev. Timothy Riss, who comes to us from the
Catskill Hudson District beginning July 1, 2019. Rev. Riss was ordained as a Provisional Deacon in
1980 and subsequently as a Full Elder in 1983. Rev. Riss has served as a pastor in churches in the
Catskills as well as on Long Island. His last appointment before becoming the DS for the Catskill
Hudson district was at Poughkeepsie UMC in the NY-CT district. Rev. Riss has served as a District

Superintendent for four years in the Catskill Hudson district. We look forward to getting to know
Rev. Riss and working with him in our district.
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR LEADERSHIP REPORTS
Your leadership reports must be updated through the Church Dashboard now! There are still a
handful of churches who have not submitted their reports. This information will be used to
credential the Lay Members to Annual Conference for the Special Called NY Annual Conference that
will be held on March 16th, as well as for Annual Conference in June. Please call the district office if
you are having problems completing this task.

CHURCH CONFERENCE REPORTS DUE
All Church Conference reports should have been forwarded to the District Office. There are still a
number of reports that are missing. We will be contacting each church that has missing
documentation to request those that are needed.
SAVE THE DATE!!
The NY-CT District Conference will be held on the afternoon of May 5, 2019. The location and
time will be shared as plans are firmed up. Watch for details!
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MISSION INSITE TRAINING
Is your church struggling to figure out ways to reach your community? If
the answer is yes, this training is for you!

Click here to Register.
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EVENTS AT OUR LOCAL CHURCHES

Rev. Carlos Figueroa Preaches at MLK
Worship Service

Rev. Carlos Figueroa preached at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. worship
service on January 21, which is sponsored by the Peekskill Area Pastors’
Association (PAPA). The service was held at the Mount Olivet Baptist
Church with approximately 100 in attendance. During the service, the
Peekskill UMC received one of the two Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Community Service Awards for hosting the PAPA Community Thanksgiving
Day Dinner for the last 28 years.
Rev. Figueroa
preaching at the
worship service

The PAPA is an organization of leaders in
the diverse faith-based community of
greater Peekskill. They do not debate
theology, but rather promote an
authentic interreligious mutual
knowledge and collaborate in projects of
service to the community.

Peekskill leaders together during the
MLK worship service
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Boscobel the

EVENTS AT OUR LOCAL CHURCHES

Cornwall UMC Celebrates Rev. Julia Winward’s 10th Year in Ministry

The congregation of Cornwall UMC had a surprise fellowship celebration for their pastor, Rev.
Julia Winward, who has been in Ministry for 10 years! A potluck fellowship was shared after
worship. A special cake was presented along with cards from the Sunday School Children.
It was a great day.

Trinity Boscobel UMC Staffs Food Ministry
Members and friends of the Trinity Boscobel UMC of Buchanan, NY
staffed the weekly food ministry in Croton-on-Hudson on Saturday,
February 2nd. The ministry is supported by more than 30 organizations,
and helps to feed people in Westchester County.
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2019 Leader to Leader
Training

Two Leader to Leader training events were held in the NY-CT
district in early February.
On Saturday morning, February 2nd, approximately 30 people
gathered at the New Canaan United Methodist Church in New
Canaan, CT. The day began with a plenary session led by DS
Rev. Betsy Ott in which she told us we needed to Go Fishing,
using the proper bait, for disciples. She talked about Revival in
our denomination and our churches. She emphasized that our
churches need to become Relevant in order to spur Revival.
After the plenary session was finished, attendees broke up into
groups to attend training on the following topics: Finance,
SPRC—Who Cares for the Pastor?, SPRC– for Staff/Laity,
Trustees, Cooperative Parishes and Frontier Foundation. Then,
the group broke for lunch and fellowship time.
During the plenary session at
New Canaan UMC.

On Sunday afternoon, February 10th, approximately 50 people gathered at the Fishkill United
Methodist Church in Fishkill, NY. The format was generally the same as in New Canaan the
previous week. However, an additional breakout
session was available this time to discuss
Communications. The group broke for dinner
and fellowship afterwards.

Many thanks to those who
planned these sessions. We also
want to thank everyone who led
a breakout session for their help
in making these events a
success!
During the plenary session at Fiskhill UMC.
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Click here to print the registration form.
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Click here to print the registration form.
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To print this form, please click here.
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WATCH FOR DETAILS ON THE FOLLOWING
TRAINING SESSIONS THAT WILL BE
HAPPENING IN OUR DISTRICT

LEADER TO LEADER TRAINING SESSIONS
These will include 2 training sessions for the pastor and one session for the staff regarding
Staff Parish Relations (SPR) information. In addition, there will be training for Trustees as
well as training from the Frontier Foundation on audits, investments and bequests. Also,
there will be a session regarding Communications and Cooperative parishes. These sessions
will be held on both February 2nd and February 10th in two different locations so that you
have a choice of the best date and place to attend. The locations are still to be determined.
Please watch for further details either via email or on the New York Annual Conference
calendar.

MISSION INSITE TRAINING
Mission Insite training is a class that helps churches learn to access demographic information
specifically for their town/area. The training will include specific ways to reach people living
in your community through relational ministries. Further details on the actual date and
location of this training will be provided through email, the February CONNECTOR or the
New York Annual Conference calendar.

LAY SERVANT MINISTRY CLASSES

The district Lay Servant Ministry leaders are in the process of planning the classes that will be
offered during the Lenten season. They will include at least one Basic Lay Servant course, as
well as other Advanced courses. These classes will be sponsored in various district locations
for 2 Saturdays OR 5 Sunday afternoons, depending upon the location. Please watch for
information about these classes in the February CONNECTOR as well as on the New York
Annual Conference website.

To print this form, please click here.
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To print this form, please click here.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR AN ORGAN?
The Purdys UMC has a Jamestone 725 electric organ that is available for any
church that would like to pick it up. It needs a “tuning.” Interested parties can
contact Paul Dengler, Trustee Chair at PUMC, at paulyd1@aol.com for further
information and to make arrangements for pick up.

EDUCATION DIRECTOR NEEDED
The Pound Ridge Community Church, a United Methodist congregation, is looking for a
part-time Education Director. Seeking a committed Christian who is responsible, reliable,
and self-motivated to lead our ministry to children and youth, under the direction of the
Pastor. Incumbent will design program, select curriculum, recruit, train, and mentor
volunteer teachers and helpers; coordinate special programs and events; maintain
necessary records and ensure compliance with Safe Sanctuary policies. Experience and
proven ability in ministries to children and youth a must. 20 hours per week. Salary
commensurate with experience. Please contact Rev. Jim Van Schaick, 516-297-3570 or
pastor.van@gmail.com.

Each month you have an opportunity to
share a highlight of an event that just
happened or announce an upcoming
event to your fellow United Methodist
Churches.

This newsletter is named THE NY-CT CONNECTOR, because it is meant to connect our
local church communities to each other. However, it will only be truly a connector if everyone
participates in sharing your good news and events.
Please send your information by the 15th of each month for publication in the following
month's newsletter. The new e-mail address is : umcconnector@gmail.com
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The Newspaper of The New York Conference of The United Methodist Church

For the Latest Version of THE VISION
CLICK HERE
http://www.nyac.com/vision
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DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH CONNECTOR IS FRIDAY, MARCH 15TH.
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