STATE OF THE CHURCH EPISCOPAL ADDRESS

Bishop Urges Hope, Care in ‘Untenable’ Times
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
“It is time for a new
model and a fresh way . . .
We must begin to pray and
discern and work intentionally for a way to ‘bless and
send rather than fight and
rend,’ a way that, for the
sake of the mission of the
church, we bless one another as we head in different
directions.”
In his address on Friday
morning, Bishop Thomas J.
Bickerton urged the gathering to focus on loving and
caring for one another and
the world as the work is
done to create new pathways and possibilities for
the denomination.
He was clear in stating
that the UMC is in an “untenable situation . . . a situation that you cannot hold”
and that we have failed in
our attempts to stay together. Trusting in legislation to
resolve the differences has
proved fruitless.
“The problem with
legislation is that we are
putting our emotional and
spiritual lives in the hands
of a system that is broken,”
Bickerton said.
“It’s time for us to find
a way forward and explore
seriously what it means
to ‘bless and send rather
than fight and rend’ for the
sake of the mission of the
church,” he said.
Bickerton noted that
his annual pilgrimage to
England with the ordination
class took on new meaning
this year amid the current
state of the church.
“Perhaps we need John
Wesley more than we ever
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“We are together until we are not . . .
more than ever we should be
exhibiting a deeper care and
sensitivity toward one another in this
highly vulnerable and tender time.”
– Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton

have,” he said. “I am convinced that most of what
developed as Wesleyan theology grew out of Wesley’s
own struggle with life and
ministry . . . I like to say that
John Wesley was a resistor.”
He reminded the gathering of the question in the
baptismal liturgy, “Will you
resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms
they present themselves?
“That is a critical question for anyone in pastoral
leadership, whether you are
a layperson or a clergyperson,” he said.
In his resistance, Wesley found new places and
controversial ways to
proclaim the gospel, even
when barred from his home
church.
“John Wesley had to
resist the call to conform to
standard church practice
in order to give birth to a
new movement,” Bickerton
said. And the growth of the
movement was greatly fueled by Wesley’s intertwining of personal and social
holiness.
The bishop believes that
the UMC is suffering a crisis
of personal holiness and is
in “need of a new conversion from the things that are
killing us to the things that
are giving us life.”
He also believes that the
church is experiencing its
own version of a crisis of
social holiness – one that is
centered on the word “resistance.”
Some are resistant to
change, others resistant to
conformity, and yet other
resistant to conflict – just
Continued on back page

Celebrating Mission; Hatching New Ministries
“Mission is not about trips,
programs, projects,” said
Tom Vencuss, coordinator of
the NYAC’s mission ministry.
“It’s about sharing the love
of Christ by serving those in
need.” And then he listed the
recent ways that the conference has been serving those
in need:
Work teams have been
sent to Puerto Rico, Florida,
and West Virginia this year.
In July, the Youth Ambassadors in Mission (YAMs)
will go to Ecuador where they
will be hosted by Sara Flores,
a missionary with the General
Board of Globasl Ministries.
Eleven “Hulapalooza”
events promoting abundant
health have been held to connect church and community.
In this year when the General Board of Global Ministries is celebrating 200 years
of Methodist mission, mission
is about story, too.
Jill Wilson, who serves
as conference secretary of
Global Missions, introduced
two missionaries who shared
stories about their journeys.
Becky Parsons, mission
advocate for the Northeastern Jurisdiction, served as
a “church and community
worker” for eight years in
Roanoke, Va.
“That’s right folks, I’m
your missionary.” she said
with glee. As mission advocate for the
Northeastern Jurisdiction, Parsons
connects the conferences and churches of the NEJ in mission to Global
Ministries.
Hannah Reasoner, a homegrown
NYAC missionary, was just four days
off a two-year post as a mission fellow
in Colombia. Reasoner, a member of
St. Paul and St. Andrew UMC, served
with CEPALC (Centro Popular para
América Latina de Comunicación),
a grassroots organization that works
with youth to address issues of dignity
and human rights.
The intention of the mission fellows
program is for the missionary to live in
solidarity with the local people.
Reasoner, who has a communications degree, helped youth find their
voices on social justice issues with an
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Missionaries Hannah Reasoner, left,
and Becky Parsons, above, share
their stories; below, Kenda Creasy
Dean asks how a church’s social
entreprenaurship might reach young
adults.

online radio program.
Following the mission presentation, Rev. David Gilmore, director
of congregational development and
revitalization, popped up to turn the
conversation to “hatching” ideas to engage and nurture the teens and young
adults in the churches and communities of the conference.
His collaborator in this intiative,
Rev. Dr. Kenda Creasy Dean has been
helping churches foster innovation
around young adults through her
teaching, books and research.
“How can we imagine the world
with the kind of imagination that God
would want us to have?” asked Dean,
who is a UMC pastor in the Greater
New Jersey Conference and a professor of youth, church, and culture at
Princeton Theological Seminary.

Dean led the missional engagment
forum for the conference in early May,
exploring her book, “Almost Christian:
What the Faith of Our Teenagers is
Telling the American Church.”
“Kids know we need to find a different way,” she said. “What will we be
willing to give up for that?”
Gilmore announced that the conference, in conjunction with Ministry
Incubators, would be sponsoring a
“Hatch-athon” to develop innovative
ideas for engaging youth.
“How can we find new ways to love
people?” Gilmore asked. The event
is planned for October 11-13. He’s
looking for at least 10 churches to put
together teams of five people that will
include one youth.
Each church that registers will
receive a $500 ministry grant. The
top three ideas will receive grants of
$2,500, $5,000 and $7,500.
Why do it? asked Dean. “Big ideas
will not save the church, only Jesus
Christ can save the church. Only love
matters, love makes us inventors, do it
for love.”

FRIDAY OFFERINGS
BLACK COLLEGES

$6,433
JFON-NY

$5,242

The cabinet joined together to offer a centering time of prayer to begin the day on Friday.
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Praying, Anointing our Way Through the Day
Brewington, Chin
First Delegates
As the delegates were elected for
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional
conferences each received the prayers
of the gathering and an anointing by
Bishop Bickertion.
Voting for lay and clergy delegates
took place throughout Friday with
paper balloting and will continue until
all 18 places are filled.
The NYAC was to elect three laypersons and three clergy for the General
Conference (GC); another set of three
each for Northeastern Jurisdictional
Conference, who will also be designated as reserve delegates to General
Conference. Another set of three each
will be chosen as reserve delegates to
the NEJ gathering.
The laity began with a pool of about
a dozen candidates. The clergy began
with 633 as the names of all eligible
pastors are included in the balloting.
Those elected thus far, in the order of
election are:
2020 GC
Laity: Fred Brewington, Jorge
Lockward and Gail Douglas-Boykin.
Clergy: Rev. Noel Chin
2020 NEJ
Laity: Tiffany French Goffe
The amount of delegates each
conference elects is determined by the
Commission on the General Conference through a statistical formula
based on the number of clergy and
professing lay members of each annual

Tiffany French Goffe is anointed after
her election as a lay delegate to the
2020 NEJ Conference.
conference. The total delegate count
has been set at 862 for the 2020 meeting, with representatives of the five
U.S. jurisdictions and seven central
conferences throughout the world, as
well as churches with which The United Methodist Church has a concordat
agreement.
For the 2016 GC and subsequent
2020 special GC, the conference
elected four lay and four clergy. The
delegation has been reduced due to
a decrease in the reported number of
clergy and professing lay members in
the NYAC.
General Conference meets from
May 5-15 in Minneapolis; the NEJ will
gather July 13-17 in Hunt Valley, Md.

Healing Prayer Service
Hundreds of those gathered took a
time to reflect and be cared for in the
middle of a long day. Laity and clergy
volunteers from across the conference
teamed up to pray, anoint and offer a
laying on of hands.

‘Bless & Send Rather Than Fight & Rend’
Continued from front page
wanting all this church conflict to go away.
“But the clear reality is
this: It will not go away,” the
bishop said. But he admitted that there is no “snap of
a finger” fix in a multi-billion-dollar institution with
12 million members.
“I believe that as soon as
this time next year, we will
begin to see those potential
pathways emerging,” the
bishop said. “Pathways that
have as a common core a
care for one another and a
passion to have as few victims on the side of the road
as possible.
“. . . I believe there is a
pathway that is emerging,
something that we can
look forward to as a way of
stopping this endless fight
of judgment, skepticism and
accusation in this untenable
situation.”
He urged members to
return home and find ways
to live out the conference’s
mission, vision and core
values in spite of the current
circumstances. Those statements answer the “why”
questions of the care, love
and service that the NYAC is
to offer to the world.
The next steps that the
bishop detailed were:
• The formation of
cooperative parishes
throughout all of the
districts that will focus
on training leaders and
engaging in deeper,
more intimate conversations about a way
forward in the NYAC.
(Each church has been
assigned to a cluster
and those designations
are listed in the appointment books.)
•
Next Steps roundtable
meetings will gather 35
leaders from across the
conference and across
the theological spectrum, beginning next
week. This group will
discuss how to “create
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Prayers are lifted around the gathering tables following the bishop’s episcopal address.
models or expressions
of how we live out our
various viewpoints in
venues that are safe,
non-judgmental, and
focused once more
on the mission of the
church.”
• Work across the connection of the church
to create alignments of
similar thought with
other annual conferences. “Re-alignments
will be necessary,
especially here in New
York because our small
numbers will not lend
themselves to sustainable models in any
expression.”
But until that happens
“we need to go about our
work here with civility and
grace, knowing that there
is something in the not
too distant future that will
enable us to live out our
various callings . . .”
The bishop called on the
gathering to proclaim that
even in the midst of discouraging and confusing times
God will indeed prevail and
hope will endure.

CHANGING OF THE GUARD: Bishop Bickerton thanks
Rev. Betsy Ott for eight years of service as the superintendent of the New York Connecticut District. Ott, who is retiring, will be succeeded by Rev. Tim Riss. Rev. Karen Monk
will become the Catskill Hudson District superintendent.
“. . . Let us love and
respect one another in the
meantime . . . do the job of
fulfilling your calling and
mission . . . show them that
we have the capacity to
love God and love others
so deeply that not even the
discord and the division
within our church can ulti-

mately deter us from being
the difference makers in the
places where we are called
to serve,” the bishop said.
The text of the bishop’s
address can be found in
the NEWS section at www.
nyac.com

